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                                 Introduction
The purpose of this presentation is to examine and critically look at a case study of the Wandsworth family and to reveal the issue of domestic violence the mum is faced with and how that had negatively impacted the well-being of not only the mum but the son as well. Also, the role of health and social care operatives will be analysed plus related health and social care laws and policies for the protection of families with vulnerability.
Domestic violence is any abuse that is physical, psychological, emotional, sexual, or financial is considered domestic violence. Families who are victims of domestic violence are vulnerable, therefore need social support.
The term “vulnerable families” refers to living situations that are considered problematic and need social support
Vulnerability is basically related to risk, uncertainty, and emotional exposure
(Peter and Christine, 2016)

                                 
                               



                                   Case Study
                    The Family: Single Mum and Son
          Wandsworth Family: Single Mum and Son
The mum is a victim of severe domestic violence over a continued period. Because of that, she was unable to provide normal care for her son and it also affected her mental health and lacked the ability to be a good parent. The only option available is to let the son stay with his grandparents to allow social services to assess the family. He was for the most part absent or late at school. 
Mum was unemployed, and they also missed their dental and health appointments. The son’s immunizations were not up to date. Daily or regular routines at home were not met. Social services were able to identify signs of neglect. For example, the son is left alone at home for hours because of domestic abuse. The police wanted to press charges, but she was isolated and the relationship with her family was strained. Her home was filthy and in a very bad state. (Gov.UK, 2014)

Families and Domestic Violence Risk factors
Domestic abuse is not always physical violence but can be economic abuse, online abuse, threats, and intimidation, emotional abuse, and sexual abuse. Anyone can be a victim of home abuse regardless of gender, age, ethnicity, religion, socio-economic status, sexuality, or background. 
There are signs to look out for if you consider yourself a victim of domestic violence and they include:
Being isolated from friends and family, having your finances controlled, not given enough to purchase food or pay bills, not being allowed to go out of your house or stop from going to work or school, having your social media, internet, emails, letter monitored, being pressured to intercourse or sexual contact. (National Statistics, 2021)
In this case study, you can see how being a victim of domestic violence negatively impacted this family. From mental health issues, isolation, neglect, and unemployment. It is very important for relevant authorities or agencies to act as quickly as possible to tackle this social problem.
The impact of Domestic Abuse on Mum and Son
Mental health: The mum was totally isolated from her family and friends as a result of her mental health. It was difficult for her to get the required help she needed and therefore was out of touch or contact. 
Unemployed: She was as well unemployed because of severe domestic violence for a continuous period. She lost the capacity and ability to care for her son.
Neglect: The son, on the other hand, missed out on vital immunization appointments. This has negatively impacted his cognitive and developmental well-being and his exposure to additional adversities. The risk of developing emotional and behavioural problems. Missing out on parental care and school could have a detrimental effect on him. (NSPCC, 2021). 

Intervention by relevant health and social care agencies
The intervention of the social worker was pivotal to helping rescue this family from the situation they were in. The family worker requested from the mum that they should work together based on honesty.
Firstly, she tried to know what was going on in the family and observed the day-to-day routine of the family for weeks at the same time helped to build trust and practical things. Helped with routine structure, organization of uniforms, helping with health appointments, and school runs. The family worker visited the property early in the morning after 4 weeks to make everything is going on as planned. She ensured that the son is fed and ready for school. Because of help from the family worker, a proper school routine and school attendance improve considerably.
She helped improve her behaviour, encouraged her to set boundaries, and worked with her on her parenting, this helped to improve the son’s behaviour. Because of the consistency of the family worker, the mum began to open up and revealed everything about her health issues. The mum acknowledged that she wanted to change her situation for the better having gone through so much trauma with her previous partner. The family worker got her help for her mental health issues. 
The family worker was able to achieve the following to change the living situation of the family:
· Son’s school routine and attendance improved
· Get them a new home
· Mum got help for mental health problems and was on anti-depressives
· She was able to focus on her son’s health and made sure his vaccinations are up to date
· Build a better relationship with her family
· Home is well cleaned, and mum mental health has stabilized.

The policy and legislation related to the case
Domestic abuse is a repulsive crime mostly committed on victims by family or those that are very close to them. 
Policy and legislation related to the case study include the children act 2004 which places a duty on local authority and all other agencies working with children to work in multi-agency. (HM gov. 2018)
The children act 1989 states that children should not be removed from family but kept together. The statutory guidance working together to safeguard children is the current guidance related to assessment and guidelines when working with vulnerable children.
 
The 2021 domestic violence act clearly states the prevention of abuse and the protection of all victims. This act is to seek the following:
1. To protect and support victims - The office of the domestic abuse commissioner was established to protect victims and for local authorities to provide support for victims, children, or families in shelters or accommodations.
2. Promote awareness – Recognizing children as victims too, should be considered a top priority
3. Update the justice system – encouraging victims to give their own evidence in criminal court through special measures like video evidence, and screens to avoid victims suffering further trauma in court.
4. Confront perpetrators – Protect and prevent victims from post-separation abuse. (Legislation.gov.UK, 2021)

The United Nations Convention for the Protection of the child clearly states that Children should be protected from all for of abuse, and their rights to education and play are very important for their well-being. (UN, 1989)
                      Recommendation
Social workers should ensure that children and victims of domestic abuse are safeguarded 
Working with community services/schools to know why kids are always absent and give them the required support they need. (Urie, 2005)
The right to education, play, home, and protection from all forms of abuse.
Bronfenbrenner (1977)


 Conclusion
Domestic violence is a serious social issue in the UK. That is why it is crucial for social services to quickly intervene to safeguard victims and those at risk. As manifested in this case study, social and care workers played a very important role to bring this family to normalcy.
Mum and son’s needs were met with help of social services in accordance with Maslow’s hierarchy of needs (1954)
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