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Targets
	Continue with your previous target which is to engage with an even wider range of literature. 
	I have allowed myself to read deeper and further into topics throughout this assignment. 

	Continue to revise and double-check your referencing technique for accuracy. Please see the Harvard referencing handbook 
	I have referred to the Harvard referencing guide throughout this assignment. 

	Avoid over-relying on direct quotes. Paraphrasing key ideas and arguments will allow you to show a greater depth of understanding and analysis.
	I have started to use a lot more paraphrasing in my work which has allowed me to not quote as much. 

	
	




Demonstrate how cross-curricular teaching and learning can influence in- depth skills and understanding. Underpin this with reference to relevant research, a detailed lesson plan and an enhanced provision material.

The curriculum of Wales, which was first published in January 2020, held the aims to “help each school develop towards the four purposes of the curriculum” (Welsh Government, 2020). Therefore, all children in Wales, have the opportunity to work at their own pace, decreasing stress and allowing for more time for each child to reach individual goals without pressure. Graham Donaldson plays a vast role in the development of the Welsh curriculum. Along with his team, Donaldson set out to discover what was really going on in the schools of Wales. Donaldson conducted his research by attending roughly 60 different school settings in Wales (Donaldson, Graham. 2015). Communicating with children and parents, “over 700 people took part and 300 were children and young people” (Educate group, 2019). Donaldson then made it a priority to read through reports such as Estyn and the Welsh governments policies, as further research. Progressing on to adapting the curriculum and adding import and key factors such as the 4 purposes, pedagogy principles and ALE (areas of learning and experience). Within these important factors cross curricular was introduced. Cross curricular “allows for more inter-connected lessons that capture your student’s imagination”. Following on, cross curricular provides a unique approach to enhancing children’s knowledge and ability while inspiring them to learn about relating subjects that are interesting and personal to themselves. (Historical Association, 2023). 

Throughout my time in my placement setting, I have witnessed an extensive amount of cross curricular each day and in each lesson. The cross curricular skills including literacy, numeracy and digital competency were all demonstrated during my time there. During a literacy lesson, once the children had completed their task, the next step for the children would be to film one another and upload it to ‘see saw’. Uploading the footage allowed parents and guardians to enjoy and understand more about what their children are working on during the day. Digital competency “brings together the skills that will help children thrive in an increasingly digital world” (Welsh Government,2018). This is highlighting the relevancy of these cross curricular subjects in how up to date they may be. There are many benefits to cross curricular including ones I have witnessed through my placement experience; “it offers tremendous motivational power for children” (Watson, Matt.2023). This means that if children are looking forward to an activity or they can relate to on a more personal level they could become more engaged and inclined to complete the work the best they can. Parents may also benefit from Cross Curricular because if families are aware at what focus areas children are working on, they would be able to continue that work in the house while adding their own personal factors onto it. (Watson, Matt. 2023). However, there may be some downfalls to cross curricular in foundation learning. The first downfall to consider is that there is no national guidance “there is too much prescribed content in the current curriculum. The trend- usually motivated by the desire to strengthen aspects of learning- has been to add more and more content with too little regard for the practicalities and expertise needed to teach it effectively” (DFE, 2009). This could lead to lack of detail during the lessons. 


Cross curricular is at the forefront of the curriculum of Wales. Literacy numeracy and digital competency all play individual roles in the classroom, however all blend in together to achieve successful cross curricular. Focusing on key life skills from an early age enables to “help children and young people in all areas of learning” (WJEC, 2019). These three topics are seen as “mandatory” throughout the curriculum of Wales, meaning “schools and settings must support and develop learners’ skills and should consider how they can be applied and developed across the curriculum” (Welsh government, 2023). Teachers are now focusing on cross curricular themes that “interweave literacy numeracy, ICT and digital skills regularly and purposefully” (Estyn 2018). Children throughout Wales in a primary setting can take part in cross curricular suitable for their development and current progression, the learning involves “establishing patterns of information between different academic subjects” (twinkle, 2022). Cross curricular has an extensive range of benefits for children in the primary age category. If children in the setting are interested and exited in the topic they are currently learning about, they are able to make connections and learn more on the specific topic. Cross curricular allows children to understand how best to learn for their individual selves. “Children are taught to think for themselves” (Watson Matt, 2023). Another positive of a cross curricular based curriculum is that it promotes creativity “learning is a powerful way to generate creative thinking. (Barnes, 2012). On the other hand, there are concerns that Cross curricular may be “more time- consuming and difficult” according too (Parker, Joan, et al. 2012). Similarly, it was explained that “many teachers have had limited experience of cross curricular work, either as pupils or subsequently during their school- based training” (Barnes and Shirley, 2007). This could hinder the quality of cross curricular in certain schools and intern negatively impact children’s education rather than improving it. 

During my time in placement, cross curricular was demonstrated and acknowledged daily and was incorporated into the children’s routine. Every Friday across the school the children would take part in ‘Enrichment’ activities. These activities may include outdoor learning, arts and crafts or physical activity, however they would all link back to cross curricular. During my time taking part in enrichment, I had the opportunity to take the children to the outdoor classroom to read and discuss a story all about the outdoors. After the story was complete the children received an opportunity to record each other on the school iPads explaining what they had learnt, allowing the children to be more independent. This has been shown to be extremely beneficial as the parents can then continue learning and teaching at home, allowing their children a wealth of knowledge. Although, the setting is rather small compared to the number of children per class, this sometimes proves as a challenge to complete cross curricular learning as there may be sometimes not enough staff to split into small groups. Resources have also proved to be a challenge as there are not enough iPads or laptops for the children to go around meaning not all children have the same amount of time to improve their digital competency as much as others. These skills could be vital to children as it allows them “to be a confident digital citizen, to interact and collaborate digitally and to be confident in handling data and computational thinking”. (Welsh Government 2018).  All these factors and attempts of improving learning with cross curricular all link back to ‘Successful futures’ by Graham Donaldson. Donaldson created the 4 purposes in the Curriculum of Wales and explained that of children were to be provided with the best support possible it could “guide all future decisions about national and local educational priorities and underpin all teaching and learning in Wales”. (Dauncey Michael 2021). Surrounding the curriculum and cross curricular are principles of progression. The principles focus on “understanding consequences, implications and underlying principles” (Hwb ,2022). The principles of progression allow children to deepen their own personal knowledge and understanding along with having children making connections while adding context to their learning to become the best that they can be while still getting the most out of their education. (Anon, 2020). 

The enhanced provision materials I created were all based on the book “The Gruffalo”. The book is based on friendship and problem solving, in my opinion these topics could be advantageous to the year 1 class as they are starting to develop new skills throughout the year. The book also includes rhymes, adjectives with a clear sequence of events. This allows the children to stay engaged throughout and pick up on some of the pattens which they could use for future tasks. Myself as the teacher will read the book to the whole class on the carpet, during the story I will continuously ask the children questions about the story to keep engagement levels high and encourage strong communication. Once the book has been read, we will as a class discuss the meaning behind the story and highlight any new words discovered during the story. The enhanced provision task I have selected would allow children to work independently while learning through play, it would increase motor skills and observational skills. While most importantly linking into cross curricular activities. The children must count and cut the prickles on the Gruffalo and successfully glue that amount onto him in the correct place. The children will have the book at hand while written on the tuff tray will be adjectives that describe the Gruffalo throughout the book. This gives the children the opportunity to learn though repatriation and memory of strong describing words. Throughout this task there is cross curriculum through literacy and numeracy while the children are experiencing “independent exploratory play where children can develop a sense of self” (Anon, 2024). I have planned an extra activity for the children who may finish the first activity quicker than others, this activity may also be more suitable for the higher ability groups. The children have a task of describing the Gruffalo using the words from the book, this activity is an extra and fun way to help the children expand their vocabulary and understand sounds better when spelling out words. The children can copy from the book or attempt this task by themselves, however way the aim is to get the children excited about writing and enough well-rounded vocabulary from an early age. The activity planned for the teaching assistant is linked digital competency and literacy. During this task the children can role play the story of the Gruffalo using adjectives verbs and rhymes they have learnt. Children will then be recording each other, and peer assesses. Providing constructive verbal feedback along with positives can help the children work as a team to discuss where they can improve. Outdoor learning takes place as the children can use the outdoor classroom as a resource as well as the school forest, this is also a good change of scenery for the children to help them imagine they are in the book. The literacy highlighted in this activity is communication and speech along with analysing the adjectives to create the bets possible outcome. The digital competency came into play as the children can record each other and upload that onto ‘see saw’ for parents to watch. 

Throughout this module I have learnt that literacy, numeracy and digital competency has an impact on everything in the classroom. It intertwines into each activity and life skill the children will complete. Starting this from an early age as stated in the Curriculum of Wales can help children become confident in the subjects and be able to be as comfortable as possible in their learning setting. Professor Donaldson aimed for a better future for children in Wales. After his visits to different schools in 2014. He knew that chance needed to be made and after discussing with parents’ staff and pupils, he decided to link life skills into the curriculum. (Donaldson Graham, 2015). I am of the opinion that cross curricular allows children to be educated academically as well as skills to set them up for their future. The ability to work at a child’s pace and design a lesson that children do not only benefit from but are interested in is a vital thing for children growing up in Welsh education. Cross curricular learning will have a majorly positive impact on my time in placement. I believe this as it is a great starting point to all my lessons to ensure that all my lessons reach the criteria and the level of learning and education the children at hand would benefit from most. The five professional standards for teaching and leadership will be linked closely in each and every one of my lesson plans. Setting myself target sand goals each week will ensure I stay on track and provide the children, teaching assistants and myself the best possible lessons. There are three targets in particular I would like to achieve throughout my time in my setting. My first target would be to use collaboration effectively when I receive my time with other staff. I believe it’s important to discuss and extend ideas throughout my time in placement. My second target would be to use the Pedagogy Principles to the best of my ability. I will use them effectively to always give the best outcomes when it comes to any lesson I plan and teach. I will make sure I am demonstrating a positive mindset to influence the children in the best way possible. My third target I am giving myself is to make sure my standard of leadership is always strong. Being able to make sure I have got the children’s full attention and making sure they stay interested and focus on my lessons is a vast part of the role. I would like to meet these goals by the time I have completed my placement. 
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Student-teacher: Miss Howard Class / Year 2
Group: 4 mixed ability groups

AoLE or Subject: Language, Literacy and communications Date (please 16.04.2024
note that this
may bea
continuous
session):

Meaningful links to Curriculum Understanding languages s key to understanding the world around us.

(What Matters Statements, Descriptions | ! can listen to, understand and later recall what | have heard.

of learning, ‘previous’ curriculum...) Creating combines skills and knowledge, drawing on the senses, inspiration and imagination.

I use creative materials safely and with some control under supervision

Meaningful links across the Expressive arts

curriculum Humanities

Links to other AQLES or the Cross- Mathematics and numeracy

curricular skills frameworks) Science and technology
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Personal Targets (targets and consequent impact on learning - refer to any targets that have been identified in learning journal or weekly reflection meeting and describe
the desired impact on learning)

Learning Intention

“This should focus on the pupils’ learning during the lesson, rather than what they will be doing, and should be short, achievable and measurable.” (Crichton, H., and Mcdaid, A.
2016 p. 196)

By the end if the day learners should understand rhyming and expand their vocabulary with adjectives and verbs, this can be done by successfully role playing the story and
being able to record themselves.

Success Criteria
What the pupils need to demonstrate to successfully meet the Learning Intention.

| can tell the difference between adjectives and verbs.
| can give explanations for the story at hand while planning for role play

Planning for misconceptions:
Use this section to anticipate pupil errors and misunderstandings and your planned responses to them.

If the children do not understand the role play aspect or would not like to be filmed, they are able to create a story board on the book if they feel
more comfortable using the vocabulary learnt. If children struggle with the task more than expected they will be placed with a more
knowledgeable bther, if children still do not want to participate, they have the option to listen to someone reading the book again and can always
revisit the activity at a later date.

e

Dictate

2 diting ~

Z

Editor

1




