	[image: image3.jpg]&'S’M M%




	
	


Faculty of Humanities

MA Dissertation Approval Form
	Student Name
	CHRISTOPHER A LAYSER


	Degree Scheme
	MA CULTURAL ASTRONOMY AND ASTROLOGY

	Module code 
	AHAN 7025

	Start date
 
	1 FEBRUARY 2018

	Completion Date

(The date when your MA registration ends)
	30 SEPTEMBER 2018


I have completed Part 1 of my degree.
	Title of Dissertation:

What can the iconographic content illustrated on a Classic Period vase (K1485) inform about Maya cosmology?


	Aims:

The aim of this research is to analyse the iconography depicted on a painted Classic Period (250 CE – 900 CE) Polychrome Vase (K1485) in the collection of the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston for its cosmological content and to make an attempt to correlate the specific celestial beings - where viable- with asterisms of the night sky. 


	Academic Rational:
The complex image painted on the K1485 Vase includes the depiction of a woman, which Susan Milbrath suggests is the Moon Goddess, being lowered by a Male Deity from an upper register to a lower register across a ‘Skyband’ – an important astronomical iconographic element of Maya art which Milbrath believes to symbolize the place ‘where ecliptic cross Milky Way’.
 Other symbology, such as the same image used to depict stars in the Post-Classic Dresden Codex, can be found on this vase, lending additional evidence of this scene potentially being astronomical in nature. Oswaldo Chinchilla Mazariegos suggests that ‘faced with a dearth of textual sources that can be clearly linked to ancient artworks, students of Pre-Columbian art often attempt to glean meaning from the ancient images themselves.’
 


	To which module/s of the MA does your topic related?

Heavenly Discourses


	What papers have you completed in the MA which are relevant to this dissertation topic? List the module and the title of the paper/s. 
Heavenly Discourses Assignment 1-

The Turtle, The Peccary, and the Two-Headed Serpent: Comparison of the Paris Codex Zodiac and the Murals of Bonampak


	Methodology:  
The methodology of this study would begin with a review of all the existing literature that makes reference to this particular vase (K1483), as well as a study of Maya art history and iconography as it pertains to Sky Bands, the Moon Goddess, sky deities, ceramic paintings, and astronomical symbols. 
To better examine the details of the vase painting I plan on contacting the curator of the Ancient Americas collection at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston and hopefully arrange for access to the vase in order to photograph it. These photographs could then be imported into Agisoft Photoscan™ Standard Photogrammetry software to produce a three-dimensional image of the object for closer study. A three-dimensional image may also yield the greater level of detail than the currently published material which would be useful in order to produce a complete and accurate translation of the glyphs painted on the vase- revealing not only it’s intended use (gleaned from the Primary Standard Sequence glyphs circumventing the rim) but clues to the identity of the characters within the scene (derived from secondary texts within the image proper).  
Iconographic Identification of key figures and actions would need to be argued by assembling as much evidence to bear on each character (or sets of characters) as possible, and this could be used in turn to develop a plausible working theory on the theme of the piece.  For Example, David Stuart identifies ‘the four old gods depicted on K1483’ as ‘probably related to the Pauatuns of Postclassic Yucatan’.
 Dennis Tedlock argues that the Maya assigned ‘the Pawatuns of the four directions’ to the Great Square of Pegasus because ‘when it straddles the meridian, its four sides face the four directions’ and ‘in the Mayan latitudes it passes directly overhead, enclosing the zenith’.
 This study could then attempt to determine whether the scene depicted on Vase K1483 depicts a form of Maya cosmological ‘sky chart’ or rather some lost star myth involving agency of the Moon Goddess- or, perhaps, both.
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	Short Introductory Bibliography: 2 Primary Sources (Original Works/ Documents)

Codex Dresdensis, (Sächische Landesbibliothek Dresden, facsimile –Ernst W. Förstemann, 1892)
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Kerr, Justin, The Maya Vase Book: A Corpus of Rollout Photographs of Maya Vases (Maya Vase Book) Vol 1, (New York: Kerr Associates, 1989)
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, < http://www.mfa.org/collections/object/cylinder-vase-36438>
Roys, Ralph L. (trans), Ritual of the Bacabs: A Book of Maya Incantations, (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1965)


	Time Schedule:

1st Week of February
Submit Dissertation Proposal Form, Literary Research

2nd Week of February
Re-Submit Form, PSS decipherment, Seminar 1: Learning from you mistakes

3rd Week of February
Skype session, contact MFA-Boston, Photogrammetry on replica vase
4th Week of February
Continue process of contacting MFA Boston/ investigate contacting B.Tedlock

1st Week of March 
Literature Research, Discussion with Simon Martin

2nd Week of March
Continue pre-photogrammetry glyph translations

3rd Week of March
Seminar 2: Working with your Supervisor

3rd Week of April
               Potential Boston Trip, MFA Boston, Photogrammetry

4th Week of Aril

High resolution glyph translations and 3D analysis

1st Week of May 
              Seminar 3: Writing Up

1st Week of June 
Seminar 4: Writing a Good Literature Review

1st Week of September
Seminar 5: How to Submit- the checklist

2nd Week of September
Finalize Dissertation

4th Week of September     Submit Dissertation

	Proposed Supervisor:

Bernadette Brady
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� Susan Milbrath, Star Gods of the Maya: Astronomy in Art, Folklore, and Calendars, (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1999), p. 277


� Oswaldo Chinchilla Mazariegos, Art and Myth of the Ancient Maya, (New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2017), p. 15


� David Stuart, ‘The Gods of Heaven and Earth: Evidence of Ancient Maya Categories of Deities’, to appear in Homanaje a Alfredo López Austin, 2013 ms. p. 28


� Dennis Tedlock, 2000 Years of Mayan Literature, (Berkeley, Los Angeles and London: University of California Press, 2010), p.199





