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	[bookmark: cysill]Targed/Target 1
	. To further develop your referencing skills, e.g. when quoting directly from the text.

	Targed/Target 2
	To proofread your work carefully prior submission to ensure that the vocabulary is varied.

	Targed/Target 3
	. To extend engagement with literature in order to strengthen the credibility of your discussion.





ECAD4007 – The Learner: Who am I Teaching?
Ella’s Pupil Profile

Introduction
The aim of this assignment is for me to analyse Ella’s pupil profile to be able to make recommendations, which I feel could support Ella’s development. I will choose 3 specific areas of development to investigate in detail, which I can base my recommendations on. I will back up my recommendations using theories I have researched.
Children develop dramatically. Children are constantly growing and changing and becoming more capable each day. Children develop at all sorts of rates and stages. No two children develop at the same pace or in the same way. Children are believed to follow a pattern of development, which allows practitioners to identify the children who aren’t developing ask expected. The main areas of development would include:
· Physical Development
· Emotional Development
· Social Development
· Cognitive Development
· Moral Development
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Spiritual Development
Although these areas are important, we should always remember they do not work on their own, why is why we must look at the child’s development as whole. Holistic development of a child is priority.
As a teacher it is very important to follow all policies set by the Welsh Government due to it being a requirement for the role of a teacher. It must be ensured that the UNCRC rights of the child are understood and acknowledged, again a responsibility as a teacher. Parental consent in the education setting is extremely important, especially before putting new ideas and strategies in place as well as if any referrals are suggested to be made. Confidentiality must always be kept, unless a whistle blowing needs to take place, then the appropriate people must be made aware of the situation. As a teacher it is important that you do not assume and diagnose the child, but observe, make notes for evidence and put through a referral if needed.

Social Development
Ella’s pupil profile states that “Ella plays on her own a lot and doesn’t appear aware of peers” and “Ella plays silently alongside her peers in the role play area”. At the age of 4 children should be able to cooperate with other children. It is suggested by the U.S Department of Education, that children are likely to prefer playing with others rather than being alone; therefore, this is an area for development for Ella as she isn’t quite where she is expected to be. There is a possibility that Ella isn’t quite sure how to play or communicate with other children. Although it could be down to the fact that Ella chooses to play alone. The class teacher has noticed that Ella “rarely initiates talk but will respond” and she “occasionally speaks in sentences of five to six words”. This suggests that Ella may need support with her language or possibly her confidence to be able to talk to others off her own back. It is suggested by The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) that by the age of 4, children should be able to speak in full sentences, so it’s likely that Ella may be behind with her language and communication skills in general. Ella struggles with sharing, her profile says that “At times, she is reluctant to share resources during play activities with others”, again Ella isn’t sure how to act around other children and seems as if she hasn’t quite created a friendship circle yet, where she would likely learn to share and take turns. The foundation phase framework says that Ella should be able to share toys and equipment but only with the support from an adult. I would say it isn’t far off where Ella should be, but she still needs to develop this further.
In order to support Ella, I would suggest the teacher to plan for more interaction in the classroom. More questioning and answering between peers as well as between the teacher and pupil. Roleplay in the classroom needs to be encouraged, possibly the teacher demonstrating the language which can be used, hopefully giving Ella confidence using structured sentences to then be able to make use of her own language and ideas to communicate with others. Ella needs to be encouraged. Consistent encouragement to socialise will allow her to eventually feel comfortable doing so. The class teacher will play a big role in this area. A theorist who may agree with my recommendation would be Vygotsky (1979) and his social learning theory. He believes that learning takes place through our social interactions. Vygotsky (1979) would agree with my recommendations because he thinks that a ‘More knowledgeable other’ is crucial in the children’s development. The support and demonstration from the adult will allow children to imitate and observe. The child is likely to repeat the behaviour after learning from the adult. Ella will watch the class teacher and observe, hopefully it will then reflect in her social interactions. Vygotsky (1979) believes that social interaction helps develop language, if Ella is encouraged to socialise the standard of her communication skills is likely to improve.
Emotional Development
Ella’s pupil profile mentions that “Ella is beginning to communicate her feelings and is aware that others may have different feelings”. The foundation phase framework suggests that by now Ella should be aware of other children’s feelings. The reason for this delay is likely to be down to the fact Ella doesn’t communicate with other children, she hasn’t had the experience of making another child happy or sad or angry. So, she can’t see that they have feelings too. “She can at times, show affection for other children and for adults and enjoys other children ‘taking care’ of her “This suggests that Ella spends a lot of time with adults at home. It is likely that she is also an only child and has some attachment issues with the adults that live with Ella. The profile also states that “Ella is not always happy to separate from her mum each morning”. This statement also implies that Ella has some attachment issues. Finding it difficult to be without her mum, the person who she is likely to spend the most time with at home. Ella probably doesn’t part with mum very often and doesn’t have someone to take over mum’s role at school.
To be able to support Ella’s emotional development, I would suggest simple activities such as circle time, for Ella to listen to others talk about their feelings as well as her opening and talking about her own. I would suggest for the children to act out scenarios and watch videos of scenarios to then be asked “how do you think the little girl is feeling?”. This will not only support emotional development but also social, as your encouraging Ella to talk about her own ideas. I would also suggest parental engagement within the education setting. The Welsh government suggest that “ 2.1.13 There is a body of evidence, developed over the past thirty years, that demonstrates the significant and ongoing impact parental engagement has on the social and emotional well-being of children and young people” Activities such as reading café and linger and learn are able to accommodate this. A theorist who would agree with my recommendations would be John Bowlby with his attachment theory. The attachment theory involves the relationship between an adult and a child. Usually with a parent who cares for them majority of the time. Bowlby (1968) believes that “a child would initially form only one attachment and that the attachment figure acted as a secure base for exploring the world.” This suggests that he would agree with my recommendations as using the parent of Ella to show her that school is safe and can be fun, by bringing the parent into the education setting is likely to be comforting for Ella. It’s as if Ella is aware that her parent approves of the environment. 
Physical Development 
Ella’s pupil profile states that “Ella can’t hop on one foot consistently”. According to the Foundation Phase Framework, at the age of 4, children are only expected to be able to stand on one foot for only a moment.  The teacher has said, “She can come up and down steps, two feet to a step, holding on to an adult’s hand” Children should be able to climb over obstacles by the age of 4. Brenda Rogers, M.D., a paediatrician at Children's Mercy Hospitals and Clinics in Kansas City, Missouri says that "If your 4-year-old cannot walk upstairs without assistance, or run, that warrants a discussion with your paediatrician” This suggest that Ella is behind with her physical development, this could be down to Ella not participating in enough physical activity at home as well as in school. The profile says, “Ella can appear somewhat unsteady on her feet and needs adult supervision especially when playing outdoors”. According to Amy Morin LCSW (2019), by the age of 4 children should’ve found their feet and be quite confident moving around. They should be aware of their surroundings. At the age of 4, children can “get a better handle on their gross and fine motor skills”, meaning Ella needs support with her physical development. The pupil profile mentions that Ella struggles with “catching a bounced ball” but Ella is able to “throw a ball overhand”. According to the Foundation Phase Framework (2015), children should be able to send and receive object from a short distance.
To be able to support Ella’s physical development, I would recommend for Ella to participate in lots of physical activity, simple travelling such as skipping, galloping, walking and running. Little games which could tie difficult movements into something enjoyable. I would recommend carrying out dance classes in P.E lessons. Dance is a fun way of improving all areas of your physical development and majority of the time children do not realise their learning as it seems like fun and games. Dance will also be able to fit in with the new curriculum, Successful Futures by Graham Donaldson (2015), under the area of expressive arts. Dance can help improve coordination and balance, which can improve the performance of day to day activities of a 4-year-old. A theorist who would agree with my recommendations would be Howard Gardner. He is a developmental psychologist and is known for his theory of multiple intelligences. He believed that one of the ways we learn best is when using music and movement. Therefore, using dance and music will allow Ella to pick up on movements with less of a struggle. This idea of music and dance could the be used for other aspects of Ella’s development especially if it is successful.
Conclusion
Ella has lots of room for improvement in all 3 areas of development, which can be addressed over time. Ella is still only young and could just be developing slower than other children. It’s also extremely important to take into consideration the factors that could be affecting her rate of development such as, home situations, the environment she may live in and whether she has siblings or even poverty. All these factors can influence a child dramatically. Ella’s profile doesn’t quite give us enough information about her background or her first language. The first step to take would be to talk to parents and find out the kind of situation Ella is in. In my opinion, I think that we shouldn’t be breaking down the areas of Ella’s development. We need to focus on Ella’s holistic development. Looking at her whole development rather than in sections. If I was to look at Ella’s profile, I would suggest her main area of concern would be play. Play supports all the areas of learning and its likely she may need some encouragement. If my recommendations do not make any improvements, then I would refer Ella to a professional where they could question play therapy.
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