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Workings of the courts

To fully appreciate the
importance of speeches in the
trial setting, we need to bear in
mind the importance of the vote

The jury would normally have
up to 500 jurors, taking part for
a small fee
— For some cases, we know of juries
of up to 6000 people!

— They were not elected on any
rinciples other than being
Athenian citizens

Theﬁ decided the verdict (not just
on the question of guilty/not

guilty!) and voted on the sentence
The magistrate does not advice
on points of law, nor did he
control the sentence

% Prifysgol Cymru
Y Drindod Dewi Sant
¥ ¥ University of Wales

Trinity Saint David




Trials

Public cases: any
individual might bring a
case on behalf of the city —
any fines go to the city

— What does the individual

bringing the case gain?

Private cases: any
individual against another
— any fines/compensation
%oes directly to whoever

rought the case
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Speech by prosecutor
Speech by defendant

Reading of relevant laws (nomor)
and introduction of witnesses

Appeals to the audience (ie the
jurors!) were often emotional
and included material that b
our courts would be deeme
non-admissible

This is why rhetoric becomes so
important




Speech writing & Orators

* The indirectness of our sources for that speech hints at a
common practice (whether applied in that case or not):
professional speech writing

We know of a range of speech writers from the Classical
and early Hellenistic periods

— Some speaking in matters they themselves are involved in,
including politics (e.g. Aeschines and Demosthenes)

— Some providing speeches for clients (e.g. Lysias and Isaeus)

There is some evidence that speech writers specialised (or
were held up as examples) in certain types of processes
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Lysias 3.12 pr< ent
ev 0¢ TOUTW TQ KALQ ~L eyw ek [lepatwg,
Kal TIAQLWV|WG TOV Avmpaxov OAlyoV O¢
ANANAN—~ %(5
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S : ‘had leased’, “was renting’; cf. on 7.10. E;uvov: seec;n gg

sove éEéABou: virtual indirect statement, representing émérav eCEABT
in the thoughts of the perpetrators.

12 tpémopat mapiwv: ‘stressing the casualness of the action’ (Scodel).
iEepxopeda: the speaker and Theodotos. peBvovreg: cf. on §6; the
parallels there are sufficient to justify Schott’s transpositon of MS #8n
uedUovTes oUtor 8 which would attach the participle to the subject of
e5epyousda. éxmmddaty ‘rushed out’. abr@: with both Tapayevopévwv
and ouve§apapTEIv. obx HBéAnoav cuveEapapteiv: cf. on §7. elAxov:
Le. towards Simon’s house. pidag vo ipartiov: to leave his legs
unencumbered for flight.

13 éxpevkeoBar ‘would escape’ (ix-). avBpwmorg ‘people’. aioyuv-
opévoug: the consistency between the frustrated hopes of the speaker
here and §10 contributes to the plausibility of the narrative and
the characterization, the speaker’s values being indicated by the
behaviour he anticipates and Simon’s by that which he perpetrates.
*'?_“Mﬂéunv ‘sought to avoid’; cf. LS] s.v. ¢ n. The account at this
PoInt takes quietism almost to the point of cowardice, for the speaker
claims to have left the boy to his fate. The advantage for
Ct.crization (could such a man deliberately wound anothcr?)-w.as
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Agyel uets NAQopev et Vv olklav Ty TovTOU

00TOAKOV £XOVTEG, KO@ TelAovy avTE Eyw

QATIOKTEVELY, KO@ €0TLV T) TTQOVOLX. £YW O T)YOLUUAL,

W BOVAT), DOV elval Yvwval OTLPeDdETAL OV HOVOV
IANA

VULV TOLg elwOO00L okoTteloOaL TtEQL TV TOLOVTWYV,
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