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Workings of the courts
• To fully appreciate the 

importance of speeches in the 
trial setting, we need to bear in 
mind the importance of the vote

• The jury would normally have 
up to 500 jurors, taking part for 
a small fee
– For some cases, we know of juries 

of up to 6000 people!
– They were not elected on any 

principles other than being 
Athenian citizens 

– They decided the verdict (not just 
on the question of guilty/not 
guilty!) and voted on the sentence

• The magistrate does not advice 
on points of law, nor did he 
control the sentence



Trials
• Public cases: any 

individual might bring a 
case on behalf of the city –
any fines go to the city
– What does the individual 

bringing the case gain?

• Private cases: any 
individual against another 
– any fines/compensation 
goes directly to whoever 
brought the case

• Speech by prosecutor
• Speech by defendant
• Reading of relevant laws (nomoi) 

and introduction of witnesses

• Appeals to the audience (ie the 
jurors!) were often emotional 
and included material that by 
our courts would be deemed 
non-admissible

• This is why rhetoric becomes so 
important



• The indirectness of our sources for that speech hints at a 
common practice (whether applied in that case or not): 
professional speech writing

• We know of a range of speech writers from the Classical 
and early Hellenistic periods
– Some speaking in matters they themselves are involved in, 

including politics (e.g. Aeschines and Demosthenes)
– Some providing speeches for clients (e.g. Lysias and Isaeus)

• There is some evidence that speech writers specialised (or 
were held up as examples) in certain types of processes

Speech writing & Orators



Lysias 3.12

ἐν δὲ τούτῳ τῷ καιρῷ ἀφικνοῦμαι ἐγὼ ἐκ Πειραιῶς, 

καὶ τρέπομαι παριὼν ὡς τὸν Λυσίμαχον∙ ὀλίγον δὲ 

χρόνον διατρίψαντες ἐξερχόμεθα. οὖτοι δ΄ἤδη 

μεθύοντες ἐκπηδῶσιν ἐφ’ἡμᾶς. καὶ οἱ μέν τινες αὐτῷ 

τῶν παραγενομένων οὐκ ἠθέλησαν συνεξαμαρτεῖν.





3.28

λέγει δ’ ὡς ἡμεῖς ἤλθομεν ἐπὶ τὴν οἰκίαν τὴν τούτου 

ὄστρακον ἔχοντες, καὶ ὡς ἠπείλουν αὐτῷ ἐγὼ 

ἀποκτενεῖν, καὶ ὡς ἐστιν ἡ πρόνοια. ἐγὼ δ΄ἡγοῦμαι, 

ὦ βουλή, ῥάδιον εἶναι γνῶναι ὅτι ψεύδεται, οὐ μόνον 

ὑμῖν τοῖς εἰωθόσι σκοπεῖσθαι περὶ τῶν τοιούτων, 

ἀλλὰ καὶ τοῖς ἄλλοις ἅπασι. 


