
 

Critical Evaluation of Research Papers 
 

Relevancy and currency of topic area? 

 Date of publication? 

 Authors? 

 Journal? 

 Appropriate lit? (see below) 
 

 

Does the introduction cover relevant 
theory/models? 
 
 

 
 
 

Does the introduction cover relevant 
empirical evidence?  Is this evidence 
synthesised clearly in relation to its relevance 
to the specific research question being 
explored? 

 

Are the hypotheses or research questions 
clearly stated? 

 

Do these hypotheses/research questions 
clearly link to the literature that has been 
introduced? 
 

 

Is this methodology appropriate for the 
hypotheses? 

Why?  
What other methods could have 
been used and why was this one 
considered the most appropriate? 
 

 

Does the results section report the key 
findings clearly and appropriately? 
 

 

Does the discussion discuss the key findings 
in relation to the literature and 
theories/models covered in the introduction? 

 

What are the implications of the study 
findings for the field?   
 
 

 

Overall, is the “value” of the research paper 
made clear? 
 
 

 


