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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 

How common are sexual crimes against women and does the legal system in the UK do enough to prevent and punish offenders who commit these crimes against women?

This topic is a very important topic today as it is a very consistent problem over the last few decades that evidence tells us is becoming a more regularly occurring event experienced in the lives of women in this country. This is supported by a graph created by the Office for National statistics (2024) that displays to us that after a decrease in the number of reports of sexual crimes between the years of 2006 and 2014, there has since that year been an increasing trend of rising numbers of sexual crimes in the UK. Therefore, supporting evidence backs up the previous point that violence and sexual crimes are becoming a bigger issue within the UK in 2024.

Thus, making this topic worthy of an undergraduate dissertation, sexual crimes against women is a topic that affects a very large number of women in the UK and, despite improvements, is still not researched and talked about enough and the question surrounding the police response to these crimes regarding if they do enough to prevent these crimes and punish offenders, and what more they could do to better accomplish their mission to protect the women in the UK must be answered.

To further support this point of importance, Leclerc B, et al (2016) argues that “Sexual violence against women is a serious problem worldwide”, who through there literature review based on current knowledge on environmental criminology argue that environmental criminology can contribute to guiding current and future preventative strategies for preventing violence and sexual crimes against women.

	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources. This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from.

The World Health Organisation (2024) defines violence against women as “"any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual, or mental harm or suffering to women”. Additionally stating based, on collected data from 2000-2018 on the prevalence sexual and violent crimes against women, found that nearly ‘1 in 3 or 30%’ of women worldwide have been subjected intimate partner violence, which the most common setting in which violence or sexual crimes against women occur according to The United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (2022). The importance of this topic is further supported by Sardinha, L et al, (2022) who claim that the issue of intimate partner violence against women is a public health concern that affects all countries worldwide, including the UK.

Statistics taken from the Office for National Statistics (2023) crime survey for England and Wales found that in the year starting in March 2022 and ending in March 2023, out of 1.1 million reported cases of sexual offences including assault and rape, roughly 798,000 cases had women victims compared to 275,000 of cases involving a male victim. It can be learnt upon comparison to the report titled ‘An Overview of Sexual Offending in England and Wales’ written by Ministry of Justice, Home Office & the Office for National Statistics (2013) that 473,000 adults (404,000 females and 72,000 males) were victims of sexual offences based on data collated from the ‘crime survey for England and Wales’ from 2009-2012. This displays a 2.3x increase in the total numbers of sexual offences reported and a 1.97x increase in reported sexual offences against women in just 10 years, clearly indicating a growing problem in the UK.

The theoretical framework for this dissertation on sexual crimes against women will come from primary, online research conducted through a wide range of sources, including online publications such as journals, articles, reports and textbooks in areas including but not limited to, criminology, psychology, medicine and law. 

These types of pre-existing context will display current knowledge on the commonality of sexual crimes committed against women in the UK and what the police and the criminal justice system do in response to these crimes and later what they do or can improve upon in the early preventative stage. Throughout the dissertation, the theoretical context in the form of a literature review will be used to contextualise the research that will be undertaken alongside the project. Scholarly sources like the ones mentioned above will form an overview on the current knowledge around sexual crimes against women in the UK.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.

A questionnaire, which is a predetermined series of questions in a form that participants in the specified target population are asked to answer, would be the most efficient tool to gather the kind of data needed to be examined as part of this research. With the help of questionnaires, researchers can manipulate the independent variables and gather data in a way that is straightforward and easy to analyse. 

However, one downside with questionnaires is the risk of anomalies in data due to participants outside the target population answering the questionnaire, also due to survey fatigue by participants may lead to untruthful answers and skewed end data. 
To combat people outside the target population answering the questionnaire, a cover will be added at the start of the questionnaire to discourage those not part of the target population from taking part in the study to reduce the risk to the validity of the study.

The secondary research method, which will involve reading of previous case studies, reports and other scholarly pieces of written work in sexual crimes against women, will be a healthy source of qualitative data to be used in conjunction with the qualitative data to be acquired with the use of the questionnaire. This will be an effective method of acquiring qualitative data that will contextualise the research and data from this study and prior case study data can be compared to find correlations.

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 

The target population will consist of women over the age of 18+ who currently live in the UK. This would be most beneficial as the study as well as the dissertation will focus on sexual crimes against women and the questionnaire will aim to gauge perspectives from as many adult women in the UK as possible as to the commonality of sexual crimes against women and the general consensus from this target population on their view on how effective the police and other agencies are at preventing sexual crimes against women and if the UK do enough to sufficiently punish these sex offenders. 

Due to the nature of questionnaires the target population will be gathered using the volunteer sampling method, which involves distributing advertisements about the study in order to encourage participants to volunteer themselves to the study. This is an effective technique of sampling as it is the easiest method of sampling for researchers undertaking a study and allows them to reach a select target population with ease. 
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