Classical Greek Philosophy

Module lecturer: Dr Rebekah Humphreys
Email: r.humphreys@uwtsd.ac.uk
Course overview

The module begins by introducing ancient philosophy as a philosophy which emerges from an older tradition of cosmology, represented in the mythological thought of the ancient Greek poets Homer and Hesiod. This mythological thought is compared and contrasted with the thought of the Presocratic philosophers. Fragments from a range of different Presocratic philosophers will be interpreted, with a focus on the thought of Heraclitus, Parmenides and Zeno. The module will also introduce students to two great ancient Greek philosophers, Plato and Aristotle. The middle content of the module will provide a close examination of main themes in Plato’s Republic, with a focus on Plato’s use of allegory. Towards the end of the module, students will turn to an examination of some of the main themes in Aristotle’s work, including the nature of the good life and man as a political animal. Students will also assess the influence of debates and arguments in ancient philosophy on contemporary issues. 
This module as a whole will address many of the main issues, questions, and subject matters with which ancient Greek philosophers were concerned, including, for example, questions about the underlying principles of the universe, questions about things which cannot be perceived by the senses, the epistemological problem of obtaining knowledge in a changing world, types of reasoning and argument, and the nature of the good life. 
Essential reading *
Aristotle, The Politics, Bks. 1, 3, and 4. 

Aristotle, Ethics, Bk.1 and Bk.2.

Plato, The Republic, trans. Desmond Lee, second edn.(revised) (London: Penguin Books, 1987), Bks. 5-10.
C.W. Taylor (ed.), From the Beginning to Plato: Routledge History of Philosophy, Vol. 1 (London & New York: Routledge, 2003), selected chapters. 

* The necessary reading will not always be confined to the above texts. You should consult the reading lists on the handouts for further details of essential reading. 

Further reading – you should consult some of the books below. 
Jonathan Barnes, Malcolm Schofield, and Richard Sorabji (eds.), Articles on Aristotle, Vol. 2, Ethics and Politics (London: Duckworth, 1977).

Frederick Copleston, A History of Philosophy, Vol. 1: Greece and Rome (London: Burns Oates and Washbourne, 1946). 

E. R. Dodds, ‘The Parmenides of Plato and the Origin of the Neoplatonic 'One', The Classical Quarterly, Vol. 22, No. 3/4 (Jul. - Oct., 1928), pp. 129-142.
J.C.B. Gosling, Plato: The Arguments of the Philosophers (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1973). 

W.K.C. Guthrie, A History of Greek Philosophy. Vol. 2 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1965).
Charles Kahn, The Art and Thought of Heraclitus (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987).

David Keyt, and Fred D. Miller, Jr. (eds.), A Companion to Aristotle's Politics (Oxford: Blackwell, 1991). 

G.S. Kirk, Heraclitus: The Cosmic Fragments (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010). 

G.S. Kirk, J.E. Raven, & M. Schofield (eds.), The Presocratic Philosophers, second edn. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983). 

Nickolas Pappas, Plato and the Republic (London: Routledge, 1995). 

Richard D. McKirahan, Philosophy before Socrates (Indianapolis, IN: Hackett Publishing Company, Inc., 1994). 

(All of the above items are available in the LRC)

Waterfield (ed.), The First Presocratic Philosophers: the Presocratics and the Sophists (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000).

Catherine Osborne, Presocratic Philosophy: a very short introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004).

Indicative content
The course is taught via lectures and seminars. There will be one here hour lecture-seminar per week. You will be given readings for each week. You will be expected to read the relevant texts, and should be prepared to discuss the topic and reading material. Indeed, during seminars you will be encouraged to discuss the topic and the readings. You will be required to give a presentation at least once during the course of the semester. Do not feel restricted to the readings given in this booklet only. There are plenty of resources available in the library, as well as online articles accessible through JSTOR.
Indicative content – central themes and topics
Part 1 of the module: 

The beginnings of philosophy: central issues and debates in Presocratic philosophy, with particular focus on the ideas of Heraclitus, Parmenides, and Zeno.
Part 2 of the module: 

Themes and topics in Plato’s Republic: the divided line, the simile of the sun, Plato and art, the allegory of the cave, and the theory of forms. 
Part 3 of the module: 


Themes in the works of Aristotle: the good life, the polis, and man as a political animal. 
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