[bookmark: _GoBack]Martha and Steven went out on an innocent night out, simply to enjoy and have an enjoyable time and get back safely. Their evening was going absolutely fine, they had fair bit to drink between 16:00 to 18:00 in the small bar in Town, where they have made few friends.at 19:00 both Martha and Steven moved to a bar called “wash out”, where things were going fine although by now Martha may have had a lot to drink, so she needed to go to the toilets, on the way to the toilet Martha met Marvin, Marvin asked Martha if she wanted to buy cocaine (which is a class A Drug (GOV.UK, 2023), Martha was very tempted, and took the offer and consumed the cocaine. 

Things were going just like a typical knight out up to this point. As she could get a prison sentence, or if she is lucky than she could get away with a fine for taking or carrying drugs, this will depend on the class of the drug, in Martha’s case, it’s a class A drug, for which she could get up to 7 years imprisonment, or she could receive a unlimited fine, or she could get both imprisonment for up to 7 years, and the unlimited fine. However, at the time of the cocaine being offered to Martha by Marvin, Martha was heavily under influence of alcohol and was not in the right frame of mind to make a fair and legal decision, Martha could use the entrapment defence (Parliament.uk, 2023).  

When Martha returned to the dance floor, the cocaine she took was taking action, which was visible to Steven, who noticed her unusual behaviour and approached Martha, to remove her from the bar area, as Martha swung her fist, aiming at Steven, due to the effect of the cocaine, she missed Steven and landed her fist on the eye of the security guard, the ring on her finger left a cut.  Here Martha will face assault causing harm to the security guard, Assault or Battery, Martha's swinging of her fist, even if it were not intentional, could lead to charges of assault or battery, especially given that she caused harm to the security guard. It could be under common assault, Offences of assault fall under the Offences against the Person Act 1861, the Criminal Justice Act 1988 and the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 (sentencing council, 2023). (ABH). As it was not intentional, but Martha was reckless, and under influence of both cocaine and alcohol. Martha was banned from “wash out” club immediately after the incident. After Martha was banned from, “wash out” both Martha and Steven were outside the club, when Steven had to go back to the bar to collect his belongings, leaving Martha with the security guards, thinking she will be safe with them. Martha on the other hand couldn’t stand still who is now drunk and high on cocaine, managed to stumble up the road to the bus stop on her own, where Martha was approached by friends she made earlier at the little bar in town, Martha was thinking that the friends came over to see if Martha was ok. Nevertheless, to her surprise one of the women slapped Martha across her face. Drugged and drunk Martha retaliated, and she started punching the woman until the woman became unconscious, Martha was not aware that she had fractured the woman’s skull.  

Here, Martha could be charged for assault causing harm to the other woman who is unconscious, could be aggravated due to the serious nature of the injuries, where the lady, who first slapped Martha suffered fractured skull. However, Martha on the other hand could and may argue self-defence, if she believed she was under threat, although excessive force could weaken this defence. The influence of cocaine and alcohol could also be raised as a factor of her ability to control her actions. but this may not free her from guilt completely. 

Here we have a series of unfortunate events of Martha. Element one and element four of the diminished responsibility may apply in Martha’s case, her mind was functioning abnormally due to the cocaine and alcohol, and she can provide explanation for the conduct Martha’s mental capacity at the time of the offence. Martha did not go out with Steven on the 17th of January, with a master plan to consume cocaine, hit the security guard at the “Wash out” nor did she go out to attack the woman at the bus stop, with whom she was getting along very well earlier that day. By 18:00, she already drank vast amount of alcohol, while she was in the little bar during 16:00 to 18:00 she had made several friends there, one the friend she made is the woman, who clapped her at the bus stop. She had a lot to drink before she got in the “wash out,” but she was not under the influence of cocaine, nor was she carrying any cocaine with her. The “wash out” continued to server her alcohol, although it was visible that she had enough. On the way to the toilet, she meets a class A drug dealer called Marvin in the club, who openly offers to sell her cocaine, when you offer cocaine to someone who had a lot to drink, they would be tempted to buy it. as their legal decision-making capability is reduced and would say yes to get a high on the drug, without thinking about the side effects or consequences it may bring.  In fact, mixing cocaine and alcohol can have lethal results (Healthline, 2023). It could be argued that the defence of strict liability, where being drunk and disorderly in a public place, a person will be guilty, even if they did not intend to get drunk. Or you may look at the coroners and justice act 2009 which replaced provocation defence with loss of control defence, where the heat of the moment is not taken into consideration, but Loss of control defence will consider Martha’s  situation and compare it to woman of Martha’s age, as to how they would react in a similar situation, on the other hand defences such as intoxication or diminished responsibility, might have some effects in jurisdictions. the severity of the offenses and the presence of aggravating factors could have an impact on the legal consequences for Martha, and possession of a Controlled Substance in this case it is Cocaine, Martha may face charges related to the possession of cocaine, Cocaine, generally, as reported in the 2011 World Drug Report, cocaine is likely to be the most problematic drug worldwide in terms of trafficking-related violence and second only to heroin in terms of negative health consequences and drug deaths illegal in many jurisdictions (NCBI, 2023). If Martha had her possession when apprehended, she might face additional charges related to the possession of such items. She might face charges of resisting arrest. When they were trying to remove her from the bar area, or after the bus stop incident, if in during any of those incidents, Martha resisted the security or law enforcements efforts. Out of all the charges the head injury (fractured skull) would be looked at very closely. This is intended to provide information on the stance taken by the Courts in relation to Non-Accidental Head Injury ("NAHI") cases and to assist prosecutors in the approach and presentation of such cases. (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022) as this injury can be fatal and the causation may change from common assault to much serious charge, depending on how that woman copes with the fracture. If, however, that woman dies from the fracture than Martha will be charged for murder, but using the loss of control defence Martha may reduce the guilt down to manslaughter, Martha will not be able to use self-defence if she uses Loss of control defence.   
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