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The economic impact on a community is an important factor of which any host should consider when agreeing to hold an event. It must be clarified prior to the occasion whether the event is worth the host’s time and investment in order to gain profit and good exposure. This essay will be reviewing two articles that look in to this matter and will be comparing and contrasting them both to gain a better understanding of the management in this particular sector. These papers both study sport events and their economic benefit on the host communities, however one looks at smaller local events whereas the other focuses on larger scale major events. Following a brief overview of the articles and a discussion of the similarities and differences will be a segment exploring the key themes before a final conclusion is made.
[bookmark: _Toc504400892]
Article 1
The first article written by Robert Wilson is titled ‘The economic impact of local sport events: significant, limited or otherwise? A case study of four swimming events’ (In future, this will be referred to as Article 1 for convenience). As stated in the title, this article is discussing the research in to local sport events in the UK. The article provides research in to the economic impact of four, local swimming competitions. Local events seem to be the chosen topic due to the lack of information in this area, as most research follows only larger, major events. 
The article mentions the benefits and impacts that can be reflected upon the host community if they were to hold these smaller scale events, stating how ‘sport events can act as a catalyst for economic development and urban regeneration’ (Wilson, R. 2006). This meaning, it can be advantageous for areas to host an event due to the possibility of positive publicity to an area and high levels of additional expenditure that can be re-administered in to the community. 
In order to carry out the research, questionnaires were distributed at the events and collected to provide an average estimate of expenditure. The findings were then broken down in to three different categories of spectators, volunteers and officials and competitors. It was found that of all the groups, spectator expenditure was the most important contributor to the events, generating the majority of the overall economic impact figure. This was mainly due to the fact that a large number of competitors in the event were under the age of 16 and from the evidence gathered all of the spectators were family and friends, stated as an ‘interlinking’ of competitors and spectators (Wilson, R. 2006). This therefore meant it was more than likely family members were purchasing the food and accommodation for the competitors, resulting in low expenditure from the competitors.
It is then concluded that in reference to Gratton et al.’s (2000) typology of events, it is not possible to fit some of the swimming events in to a Type D category, described as a major competitor event. It was therefore necessary to propose a new category of a Type E event, described as a minor competitor event.
It is made clear that it is worthwhile for smaller towns and cities to host more frequent, smaller events that encourage secondary spend as opposed to larger, infrequent events that require a greater spend by the community than what is gained in return from attendees. 
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The second article to be contrasted is written by Chris Gratton, Simon Shibli, and Richard Coleman and is titled ‘The economic impact of major sports events: a review of ten events in the UK’ (In future this will therefore be referred to as Article 2). This article is looking in to the research of 10 major UK events. It is first mentioned how in the USA, the strategy of attracting events to a city would be to build a new stadium specifically for the event (Gratton C. et al. 2016). It is thought that this strategy is less economically beneficial to the host community as it requires a large amount of construction funds before the event has even begun. Therefore, this article begins research in to events that use pre-existing facilities. 
A questionnaire was devised, information was gathered and then categorised in to visitor, competitor and organizational expenditure. With some events lasting only one day and others lasting 2 weeks it was necessary for the writers to break down the findings in to daily segments. The findings reflected that visitor expenditure was the main source of economic impact. However, these findings may not be as fully accurate as they could be. As said by Bajaras et al, it is quite difficult carrying out surveys open spaces than those at events confined to an indoor venue. This being as there is no clear ticket quantity to average visitors off. 
Finally mentioned was being as all the events were major competitions the majority receive sponsorship and advertisement, some even televised. This also contributes to the overall impact caused as it brings more attention to the events, in turn bringing more customer base. It is agreed it is more beneficial to a community to attract an event to a pre-existing infrastructure in order to gain maximum economic impact. 

[bookmark: _Toc504400894]Similarities & Differences
[bookmark: _GoBack]When comparing the two articles it was found that there were somewhat equal amounts of points to contrast, however some points being more significant than others. From smaller aspects such as both studies looking at UK sport events and the layout of the paper itself being similar, to more interesting findings such as both articles agreeing spectator expenditure is most important, regardless of the scale of the event. Both articles made note of the economic importance of sporting events and point out that hosting larger sport events is not always an economic benefit to the cities that host them. Interestingly, both articles chose the same research method as to gather information through questionnaires and also by categorising their findings in to spectator, competitor and other then providing visual aids in the form of graphs and tables to further their research. 
Obvious differences being Article 1 exploring four local events, whereas Article 2 looking at ten major events. Article 1 follows similar sized local events, however articles 2 follows a variety of different leagues and event types, leading to a larger spectrum of results. Article 2 looks at the event strategies of USA, comparing the European strategy to prove beneficial outcomes. Article 2 has the opportunity to discuss ‘The Balanced Scorecard’ (Gratton, C. et al, 2016) being the positive outcomes that can come from using advertisement and sponsorship. Article 1 provided a table explaining the scale typology of events, stating that the events covered did not fit in to any of the types provided. It was then proposed that there should be a new type added in to the table labelled as a Type E event.
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Both articles focus around exploring the economic impact of events on their host communities. This matters greatly to the events industry as it’s vital to understand the spending habits of your audience, allowing event organisers to adapt their practices in order to increase the benefits (Event Impacts, 2016). It is apparent from both of the articles that the main source of profit for an event is in fact through additional expenditure and not primary spend. It is therefore crucial that needs and wants are met in order to keep the customers satisfied and to promote secondary spend. 
It’s also important to differentiate the categories of attendees i.e. visitor, competitor or other to understand whether their expenditures cause positive, neutral, or negative impacts on the host community. (Kwiatkowski, G. and Oklevik, O., 2017). As mentioned previously in the essay, it is not always beneficial to the community to host an event as it may result in a loss over a profit.
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Conclusion
Conclusively, it is apparent that although there is an obvious scale contrast between local and major events they both operate on similar terms. Economic impact is clearly an important element that is highly influenced by additional expenditure, mainly through spectators. Both articles highlight the importance of understanding your target audience in order to create a substantial profit. This information can be used in future events to maximise economic impact for the host community. The importance of economic impacts is recognised in relation to the events industry as it is apparent that a significant amount of profit is to be made both through primary spend and secondary spend. 
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