


Introduction
For years rural crime has been an issue for farmers and the Police, with every year criminals are finding new ways of damaging or stealing machinery, equipment or livestock, these crimes can be detrimental to farmers productivity and income. Dyfed Powys Police has the largest police force in the UK, and a significant amount of the areas they cover are rural; which means that they deal with rural crime often. However, there is hardly any research on this subject; there has barely been any research on the topic of rural crime in the United Kingdom let alone in Wales or Dyfed Powys Police. Most of the research that has been conducted on rural crime has been carried out in either Australia or the United States. 
Furthermore, due to rural crime being a relatively new and emerging issue today means the number of historical works of literature on the subject is sparse. This review will firstly look at literature about people’s perception of crime in urban areas compared to rural; then moving on to research that has been conducted internationally as most research on rural crime has been conducted outside of the UK, this will allow a better understanding of what other countries have done to protect farmers and assess if those measures could be applied in the UK. Next, will be research collected about the issue of rural crime and its cost per year in the UK and look at sources that show what farmers think of the rising problem and if Police are doing enough; this will then lead to the research on rural crime in Wales then focusing on Dyfed Powys Police.

Rural vs Urban idyll 
In 2005, Richard Yarwood published his work on the rural idyll called ‘Beyond the rural Idyll: Images, countryside change and geography’. Yarwood believes that images are essential as they ‘both reflect and affect the ways in which the countryside is used by society’ (Yarwood, 2002). He found that people’s opinions of rural areas are significantly influenced by different programmes on television, newspapers, magazines and social media, this is supported by a report produced by Countryside Agency (2003). People who live in urban areas have an image of the rural regions being calm and quiet with some incredible scenery, but one incident that made people realise that rural areas are more problematic than first believed was when the media covered the farming crisis of 2001, when foot and mouth disease spread from farm to farm, killing thousands of livestock. At the time of the outbreak, Prince Charles commented ‘If the nightmare of foot-and-mouth disease has served any useful purpose, it is, perhaps, to have brought the desperate plight of those who live in the countryside to a far wider audience’ (HRH The Prince of Wales, 2001,p. 2). For instance, people who reside in urban areas would not have learnt about the issues within agricultural communities regarding badges culls or fox hunting if large media outlets had not reported about the problem on a national level. Yarwood also pointed out that when people from unban areas research rural areas to plan a holiday or looking for a new place to live, they are fed promotional images that endorse the idea that rural areas are relaxing, simplistic and picturesque; they show what people want to see, an unrealistic view of what rural life is.

International Sources
Australia
In 2007, Australian researchers Elain Barclay, Joseph F Donnermeyer, John Scott and Russell Hogg released a book called Crime in Rural Australia; the book aims to shed light on an area which rarely researched; they found that Australian criminology textbooks do not classify rural crime as something worthy of scholarly attention. They found that even internationally, there is a minimal number of scholars have written about rural crime and the issues around it. During their research into rural crime in other countries, they found that people in rural communities are very concerned about the rise in rural crime over the years (Weisheit, Falcone & Wells, 2005), they found this to be true in rural communities across Australia as well after looking at statistical data that clearly showed the increase in the rate of crime. They see the lack of information on rural crime in Australia to be something that needs to be corrected immediately as the neglect of information has shaped and limited peoples understanding of crime in Australia. While researching into rural crime they found that most criminologists typically try to understand public disorder which is something that happens mostly in the public space of the city, every year cities get bigger, which means more people and more crime; this is where the modern conception of crime usually stems from. Due to the rise in urbanisation, the city has become somewhere that crime you can see crimes take place visibly in public; some of these crimes include robbery, theft, assault and damage to property or persons. Whereas crime in rural areas are hidden, and in obscure places, farm crimes tend to happen at night when there is no one around on farms that are secluded. This, in a way, explains why people from urban areas feel like crime rates are lower in rural areas.

United States of America
It is estimated that agricultural crime costs the United States economy an estimated $5 billion a year, this is why in 2007, Mears et al. published their work ‘A Process and Impact Evaluation of the Agricultural Crime, Technology, Information and Operations Network (ACTION) Program’. They saw that agricultural crime was becoming a bigger problem and wanted to collect information on the situation and provide policymakers, funders and practitioners with well researched and hard evidence on the state of agricultural crime across America. They also want to find out if the ACTION program will benefit local governments and law enforcement to prevent and deter criminals from targeting farms and help bring the people responsible for committing these crimes to justice and to recover the stolen property. While conducting their research, they spoke to people in law enforcement, farmers and prosecutors; they found that farmers tend to avoid going to the authorities if they are victims of a crime and do not seem to trust them or their ability to help. Additionally, they spoke to a range of different prosecutors, and they found that prosecutors have not seen agricultural crime as an offence and that even judges do not seem to take cases which include agricultural crime seriously. When Mears and his fellow researchers looked at the issues around the theft of machinery and chemicals from farms, they realised that most farmers do not have much faith in the effectiveness of the different safety precautions they have been advised to have. To investigate the issue further, the research team went to the World Agricultural Exposition; at the Exposition, they spoke to a chemical and fertiliser supplier that said that there is very little that farmers can do to safeguard their purchases, one of the only things they can do is to lock the chemicals away, but that does not guarantee that it safe as criminals can cut locks to gain access. The same can be said with tractors and other machinery, the researchers spoke to a young farmer during the Exposition who admitted that most farmers were not very responsible when it came to keeping the purchase documents of the machinery or take note of the serial or product number; this means that if their tractor is stolen, they would have no proof that the vehicle is theirs, to begin with. This is a large area of concern; farmers in America do not trust the authorities, law enforcement does not take agricultural crime seriously, and some farmers are too nonchalant about keeping documents and do not take preventative measures.  

United Kingdom
In early 2020, National Farmers Union (NFU) Mutual released a rural crime report ‘A challenging time for the countryside’, the report focuses on rural crime across the whole of the UK  and breaks down the costs of farm crime into groups. Hence, there is a clear picture of the damage that is caused by these criminals and crime groups. According to NFU’s theft claim figures, the cost of rural crime 2019 for the UK was £54.3 million; this is the highest the figure has been in over eight years. They found that that the cost of rural crime was just as high the previous year and they accredit this to the increase in thefts of high-value machinery, quad bikes and other agricultural vehicles. In fact, in 2018 NFU Mutual’s claim figures showed that the theft of farming vehicles cost the UK £7.4 million with that figure rising to £9.3 million in 2019; the cost of a quad and ATV theft had increased from £2.6m to £3.1, and theft of livestock rose from £2.8m to £3m. One of the things NFU’s Mutual has tried to do over the last few years to deter criminals for stealing agricultural vehicles is to offer discounts on specific policies if farmers fit their vehicles with Thatcham approved tracking systems and immobilisers; they hope that by introducing this system they can encourage more farmers to take measures to safeguard their property and deter criminals from stealing or at least be able to track their belongings(NFU Mutual, 2020). Although the rural crime rates seem to be rising across the UK and the costs rising alongside it, NFU Cymru found that rural crime rates have been declining. In 2018, rural crime in Wales alone cost £2,366,000; this is a 7.1% fall from the previous year; NFU Cymru also found that in 2019, ATVs/quads, tools and livestock were the items criminals commonly targeted across Wales. (NFU Cymru, 2019)
After NFU released their findings on rural crime the National Rural Crime Network (NRCN) distributed a survey and found that they received the same result as NFU, the survey showed that farmers are some of the groups that feel most vulnerable to rural crime and that farmers are the most affected. Their survey also showed that rural crime is noticeably underreported; the NRCN believes that there are many reasons why a farmer would no report theft or damage of their property, some of the reasons include difficulty with the 101 system if the criminal has intimidated and physically hurt them to keep the crime from being reported or some farmers believe that calling the police retrieve their stolen property. (Durham, 2020)
The Country and Landowner Association (CLA) researched the policing of rural crime across England and Wales in 2019; they found that 37% of the police forces lack a strategy to combat rural crime and nearly two-fifths (39%) do not have a team dedicated to rural crime and only ten police forces in England and Wales provide new recruits with proper training to deal with rural crime. They also found that only 53% of the forces have the tools to help with the detection and prevention of rural crime; these tools include 4x4s, night vision equipment, ATVs or drones.  This research shines an ample light on the lack of resources there are to help protect farmers and their property; rural crime training and rural crime prevention tools should be compulsory for any force that police rural areas. CLA recommends that every police force should have a rural crime strategy in place by 2021 that has been compiled with information and advice from both the police and the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) and also the farming community. Does every county within Dyfed Powys Police area have these tools and are the new recruits given rural crime training? This is a question that will be answered during this research.
Wales
In 2012, Jane Jones and Jen Phipps published their work on Policing farm crime in England and Wales. The main aims of their article were to understand why farm crime seemed to be an emerging issue within rural communities when until they began their research, farm crime had been a relatively neglected subject within rural crime additionally they wanted to consider what developments have and can be made in order to improve policing of farm crime. They found that rural areas have evolved into what seems to be hotspots for criminal activity, and the crimes that are committed in the rural area are not the same as those being committed in urban areas; there is now a whole new breed of crime that has been created that targets farmers and their property (Crompton 2011a:14). Jones and Phipps wrote about a rural crime seminar that was held by the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) along with Crimestoppers in 2011; they called the seminar ‘Closing the gate on Rural Crime’. This seminar brought together all the people who concerned about rural crime; members of the farming community, criminal justice professionals and others who were worried about the rise in rural crime and the issues surrounding it. The aim of the event was to talk to the people who were dealing with rural crime and those who have been personally affected by farm crime in order to get first-hand information on what can be done to support and protect the farming community and to cultivate a new approach to prevent and detect rural crime.  It unknown if any of the things they spoke about during the seminar have been dealt with and developed.
Jones and Phipps point out several times that there is a significant gap in criminological literature when it comes to rural/farm crime. Jones and Phipps try and emphasise that farm victimisation is a real thing and should be regarded as an essential aspect of farm crime and that it is an area that requires more attention compared to what it is currently receiving from rural policymakers and practitioners. Suppose big farms who sell their produce to supermarkets or local shops fall victim to farm crime. In that case, the cost does not just affect the farmer, it could reverberate beyond that, it could affect the community, and it may potentially raise the price of the product for consumers (Chalfin et al., 2007). Farmers spend years investing their money and time into taking care of their land to get a crop of the highest quality, buying, breeding and growing the best possible livestock and it could all be virtually wiped in one go (Barclay, 2001). In their research they looked at the policing of farm crime, they look at research by Aust and Simmons (2002), they reported that due to the fact that rural areas are isolated there in an increase in vulnerability to crime. They also noted that due to the rural environment, longer police response times are expected; policing such a large and isolated area makes response times and allocation of other resources difficult. They believe that one way to help protect and deter criminals is to work on strengthening relationships between farmers, the community and police; by doing this, they could create an informal network that could all work together to establish a productive and effective strategy to protect farmers. The idea is to have the people in the community to look out for each other; this would take some pressure off police response that is already under strain. These are some of the things that will be brought in during interviews for this research to see if farmers believe that community policing would work and what rural police officer’s think of the idea.

Dyfed Powys
When Dafydd Llywelyn was elected as Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) for Dyfed Powys Police one of the main issues he wanted to tackle was the rates of rural crime; as he was now in charge of overseeing policing in an area that has vast stretches of coastline, large and small weaving road networks, large mountains and rural communities in remote areas. Due to this, deploying resources and responding to rural crime incidents can be challenging for the officers of Dyfed Powys Police. As a result, in 2017, Dafydd Llywelyn and Chief Constable Mark Collins introduced his rural crime strategy that details the steps the Police will take to try and protect the people in the rural communities and farmers and what new measures can be put in place by farmers to ensure that their machinery and livestock are safer. One of the main goals that are set out in the rural crime strategy is to make all of the counties that make up Dyfed Powys an inhospitable environment in order to hopefully deter criminals and crime groups from operating in those areas. Llywelyn believes that through early intervention, by having police and communities to work together and come up with new ideas and on how to effectively decrease the number of farm crimes happening in Dyfed Powys. In this strategy, they point out that due to the dispersed rural population of Dyfed Powys, police services are not as easily accessible as other areas, and the PCC and Chief Constable Collins noted that this is an area they would like to improve on. The research that was conducted for the strategy showed that around 500 different farm crimes had been committed in 2016/17, ranging from theft of livestock, quad bikes, trailers and other machinery to damage to crops, land and buildings and other property. They also noted that they estimate an average of 1.4 farm crimes happened each day across the force area in 2016/17. However, they believed the figure to be much higher; farm crime is under-reported because farmers and others in the agricultural field believe that Police have an inadequate response to farm crime and they rarely get a positive outcome (Dyfed Powys Police, 2017). This strategy does not specify what security precautions farmers should take to ensure the safety of their vehicles and livestock (cameras and tracking devices), this is something that will be brought up during the interview with Dafydd Llywelyn.

Policies  
The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) was established to develop and implement policies that protect and help the growth of the environment, food and rural issues in the United Kingdom. They protect biodiversity, marine environment and the countryside, helping to grow a sustainable green economy which includes farmers and the rural community. DEFRA has a responsibility to prepare and assess the risk of diseases for animals and plants and other environmental issues. They are a vital department when it comes to negotiating with the EU about agriculture, among other things. They are primarily the reason why farmers and rural communities have upwards of £15 million in funding over the next seven years from the EU Common Agricultural Policy. That money is significant for the prosperity of farming and rural areas in the UK. (National Audit Office, 2005)
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