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This assignment will critically analyse the role that technology plays in everyday policing, including the special features of digital policing, and the effectiveness of their impacts on policing practises, the community and the most vulnerable. There are many technology items used in the police forces these days, for example body worn cameras, fingerprints, facial recognition, two-way radios, and automatic license plate recognition. According to Metropolitan police (2021) body worn cameras are good as they provide evidence in the investigation of an offence or suspected offence. It also provides transparency, e.g., during a stop and search or when force is used. By an officer wearing a body worn camera it upholds their safety and provides evidence if someone tries to accuse them from any wrong doing, by a wrong doing this means that if someone says that an officer has used force unnecessarily, the body worn camera will show the evidence that the officer has used force when needed to and when force has been justifiable. Fingerprint machines have a significant role in the world of digital policing, according to Britannica (2022 ) fingerprints provide the police with extremely strong physical evidence to catch suspects and in crime scenes. In the world of policing, most countries are using the AFIS system which is automated fingerprint identification systems. This system scans through millions of fingerprint records. Facial recognition is another system which is on the rise in terms of digital policing. In large events such as football matches, vans with a camera on top of it scan thousands of people’s faces who walk past. This camera can pick up people who are wanted by the police. According to Metropolitan police (2022) facial recognition technology can be used in many ways by the Met, this includes preventing and detecting crime. The system can find wanted criminals, safeguard vulnerable people and to protect people from harm. This is a system used by the police which the use of it is on the rise, this helps the police a lot as it can cut the work load of officers as cameras can pick up criminals effortlessly. Officers do have to make sure when on shifts that they are looking out for wanted criminals but with the facial recognition it assists the police and makes their job a lot easier. The two radios are a piece of equipment that has been used for quite a long time, this equipment is used for communicating with other officers. In the world of digital policing this has an effective impact on policing practises. Having effective communication with other officers is vital for officers, the radio can help the safety of officers as if for example they get involved in a fight they can call for backup via their two way radio. According to Brentwood (2022) in today’s world the two way radio is capable of providing communication solutions for the modern U.K force, the radio has the functionality and reliability needed in critical moments. The radio can aid officers by being able to call for assistance when in an emergency. Lastly the automatic recognition is a piece of equipment that is used by the traffic police. This piece of equipment is used when the police car is in motion or used when the vehicle is stationary on the side of the road. According to Police.UK (2022) the ANPR system helps to detect, deter, and disrupt criminal activity. This is a piece of equipment that is helping the police in everyday policing as it can catch stolen vehicles, no insurance and tax, and people wanted for arrests. By having an ANPR system in place it is making the lives of officers easier and will make more arrests for offenders. 
There is a good side and bad side to digital policing. According to Elaw talk (2022) Technology helps law enforcement officers track and monitor suspects through GPS systems, collect and store data with the use of cloud computing and identify apprehend criminals through the use of facial recognition, social media, and drones. This is effective for the police force as it is effortless and easy to carry out, for example using a drone does require training for an officer but once they get used to it, it will benefit them in the long term as it will help them catch more criminals and you don’t need to use a police helicopter. Not using a helicopter will save an officer’s time. This will help vulnerable people in the community as the police will be one more step ahead of potential criminals. Also, it is more efficient as if a criminal is running on foot, the drone can detect where they are running and hiding. There is a downside to the police using drones. According to Grind drone (2022) the first con of a drone is short battery life, when the police need a drone, it is not suitable for long police operations. By the battery dying out when in live action, it will cause a halt to a crime being carried out. This isn’t effective for police practise as the police will need to keep tabs on the battery life of the drone. Another bad side to the drone is it is expensive to run. Every police department have to provide billions of pounds to obtain a drone to every police department. This isn’t beneficial for the police as that money can be used elsewhere to improve the police force, e.g., recruiting more officers. Recruiting more officers is good as there will be more numbers to help vulnerable people in communities. According to Gargaro (2021) facial recognition helps find missing people and identify perpetrators. Law enforcement agencies use facial recognition to identify with no other means of identification and find missing people by comparing faces on camera with those on a watch list. This is a positive and effective measure in digital policing as this piece of technology can help the police force a lot with locating missing people and chase criminals who are on police forces watch list.  Facial recognition also helps communities become safer as facial recognition acts as a deterrent for criminals and will give the community an instant boost in protection. The downside to facial recognition are threats to privacy, violation of rights and personal freedom, potential data theft and other crimes. There can also be risk of errors to the system due to flaws to the technology. If an error comes about when investigating, this can halt an investigation as without the proof of a face, the proof will fade as there’s no face to back up the criminal found. Also, criminals can exploit this type of technology by collecting personal information, including imagery and videos collected from facial scans to commit identity fraud. With this information, a thief can take out credit cards and open bank accounts in the victim’s name, or even build a criminal record using the victim’s name. This makes a potential victim vulnerable as they can get drawn into a crime with no fault of their own. According to The police foundation (2014) social media provides the police with a new way to connect with the public. With consent based policing system engagement is pivotal in building public trust and confidence; social media allows better engagement and build better relationships. Also, it allows to gather intelligence and gather information. Social media is a great way to assist the police in cases, for example finding missing people. The police can post a status on the whereabouts of a missing person. People in the community might have seen the missing person and contact the police via social media on seeing the person in the community. Another benefit of social media is achieving various policing objectives like crime prevention, crime investigation, crime reporting and community engagement. The use of social media helps with crime prevention as someone in the community can alert people on Facebook on a person who is acting suspicious and this will help people in communities as it makes them safer by letting the police know about a potential criminal in the area. According to Cram (2022) people can easily attack a police officer’s character. If an officer’s integrity is compromised, law enforcement officer’s can find their honor under serious attack online at any time. This is a downside to policing practises as an officer can become vulnerable by a member of the public by an individual taking a video of an officer and posting it on social media platforms. An individual will take a video of an officer when they are detaining someone, on camera it may come out that it may be unnecessary force. The person will post the video and say that an officer has used force without reason, when in fact the police has done the right thing. According to Track Matic (2022) the benefit of a GPS system is at any time there are many police vehicles out on the field, knowing the exact location of officers reduces the downtime and guesswork hugely, and this allows the nearest available officer to serve the public quickly. This piece of digital equipment can cut down the wait time of 20 minutes to 5 minutes. This is a huge plus as the public who have been on the end of a crime can be seen to quicker. According to Sachs (2022) another benefit of the GPS is the tracking system allow the police to collect data associated with vehicle locations without having to be present at all times. The systems are equipped with technology that allows the collection of data within a particular radius accurately. This will cause information to flow and be collected as evidence. This is effective for policing as it can track down stolen vehicles, an officer can wait in their patrol car and wait for intelligence to come through. According to Geeks for geeks (2020) the downside of the GPS system is it drains battery very quickly; the battery needs to be changed quite frequently. This is a downside for the digital policing world as the officer has to constantly check how much charge is left of the GPS system when on shift. Other problems are that it has cold starts, not enough satellites and lost GPS signals. 
According to Big brother watch (2022) the first generation of modern police body worn cameras was introduced around 2005 in the United Kingdom, with Devon and Cornwall police being the first forces to use the technology.  Body worn cameras are a very effective way of upholding police officers safety and gathering evidence for example when stopping a brawl. By wearing a body worn camera in a confrontation it will stop accusations of a police officer and if a taser is needed the camera will back up the officers decision in needing it as an individual may say that the officer used a taser unnecessarily. Body worn cameras play a pivotal role in the safety of the vulnerable and communities. For example, when someone becomes apart of a brawl on the street. When an officer arrives with the body worn camera, it will back up the victim as the preparator might have used force first. The suspect might say that they didn’t use force first, but with the camera it will provide evidence in court and defend the victim. These types of situations happen all the time, and this is why body worn cameras are very important in digital policing. According to Norfolk constabulary (2022) the body worn camera provides transparency and accurate events and interactions. They are used as overt evidence gathering tool which can be used across a wide range of policing situations to obtain evidence and assist decision makers. 
According to NPCC (2022) the world has now gone digital. Public expectations of how they interact with the police are changing. While many advances in technology have huge benefits on how people communicate, digital and cyber crimes have increased in recent years, the size of digital evidence will only continue increase. The police now have to adapt and respond to the digital environment, this will make sure that they can pursue criminals, protect the vulnerable, reduce crime, assist impacts on policing practises and protect the community. Cyber crime is rapidly on the rise and puts people in communities at risk, the police have to adjust to digital policing. An example of this is using social media sites such as Facebook to hunt down cyber criminals by posting a status and warning people of an individual who is a cyber-criminal. The use of digital policing will only increase in the next couple of years as certain crimes such as scams happen online. This makes people vulnerable as when someone wants to surf the web and a pop up advertisement comes up, they might click on it by accident and this will give the opportunity to the hacker to steal personal information of the victim. By the use of digital policing, it will decrease the chances of people becoming vulnerable as the police force can provide help on how to avoid becoming a victim of cyber-crime. 
To conclude, this assignment has talked about how digital policing has an impact on everyday policing. This essay has talked about the effectiveness of digital policing on policing practices, the community and the vulnerable. There are a number of digital policing equipment such as body worn cameras, finger printing, facial recognition, two way radios and automatic number plate recognition. Body worn cameras have a significant impact on everyday policing as it provides safety for an officer and members of the public, this is because if an officer gets attacked and the officer brings a taser out it will back up the officer on the need of using the taser. This re assures the officer when on shift that they are safe as the camera acts as a deterrent. Body worn cameras are effective for the vulnerable and the community as for example if someone becomes apart of a fight, when an officer arrives on scene, the suspect might say that they didn’t use force first. The camera will show evidence in court that the victim used self defence to protect themselves. Another part of digital policing is fingerprint machines, this is effective and a very important part of digital policing. One of the most important uses for fingerprints is to help investigators link one crime scene to another involving the same person. Fingerprint identification also helps investigators to track a criminals record, their previous convictions, and arrests. Facial recognition is effective in everyday policing as it helps find missing people and identify preparators, it helps find missing people by comparing faces on live camera feeds with those on a watch list. Two way radios are a good way for effective communication between officers, the radio is the police officer’s most efficient means of contacting either the dispatcher or other officers on patrol. The two way radio will help the vulnerable as if someone is in a vulnerable position an officer can call for support. By having more numbers on scene, it will help the vulnerable person as officers can defuse the situation. Automatic number plate recognition plays an important part of everyday policing as it tracks down stolen vehicles and cars with no insurance. This will make communities safer as cutting down on cars with no insurance will lessen the vulnerability of people as if a road collision happens the victim will have no compensation as the suspect has no insurance. To summarise, this essay has gone in-depth on how digital policing is changing the world of policing. There are number of different digital policing equipment that is helping police such as body-worn cameras, automatic number plate recognition and GPS systems. Digital policing is assisting the police force greatly as it allows officers to be one step ahead of criminals, for example tracking down cyber criminals and getting un insured drivers off the road. This assignment has shown that digital policing is changing the policing world for the good, the different digital equipment that this essay has talked about is benefiting police officer’s workload every day. From this assignment, the body worn camera is the piece of equipment that is used on a daily basis and arguably the most effective digital policing equipment. 
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