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	RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: The Impact of Body-worn Cameras in Policing: Effects on Officer Behaviour and Public Perceptions.


The above chosen question was picked as the topic because this area is important not just for police officers themselves, but also for the public. There are range of topics that can be considered under the impact of Body-cameras topic. Since the body worn cameras have not been in use by Police in United Kingdom for long time, there are numerous benefits of using them which as stated above benefit the Police, the public and other multi agency partners that Police work with. Furthermore, disadvantages also will be investigated, to weigh out whether there are more advantages or disadvantages in using body worn cameras. 
The body-worn cameras (BWC) were introduced in United Kingdom and first trialled by Devon and Cornwall Police in 2005, which proved to be a big success and therefore was then funded to be used in other police forces across the UK (Home Office, 2007). It has also been proven that BWC build good relationships between the community members and law enforcement, which is one of the key aspects to be able to resolve issues (Davies, 2022). 
Furthermore, police officers BWC are turned on by the officers themselves when they feel like there is need for something to be recorded. For example, police officers will almost always use the camera when attending critical incidents, domestic abuse calls, stopping a vehicle, arresting someone, etc. The BWC records are then uploaded to a secure location at the end of the officer’s shift, which then can be used if needed as an independent witness (Metropolitan Police, 2024).
Although, there is still evidence of complaints made against the police officers, there has been evidence that complaints from the public have drastically reduced since the BWC have been in use, officers have appeared to have modified their behaviour due to camera being able to capture everything that they say and do, and the recording being able to be used as evidence against the officers if they are fulfilling their duties incorrectly (Ariel & Sutherland, 2016). 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
Four aims and objectives of this research will be: 

Aims: 

1. To look at how police behaviour while interacting with the public is affected by body-worn cameras. 

· By researching this area, better understanding will be gained in the area of whether police officers act differently when body cameras are turned on. Some evidence suggests that officers feel more confident when dealing with public knowing that they are being recorded and that public are less likely to report them, and if they did everything was recorded on the BWC. Police officers also are made to act more professionally and accordingly while having the BWC on (Harrison et al., 2022). 

2. Advantages and disadvantages of the body-worn cameras.

· Researching advantages and disadvantages is crucial for the chosen topic, as it will provide information on whether BWC are beneficial or a waste of money and time. However, both factors would need to be considered as there is evidence to provide advantages such as BWC footage counting as criminal evidence, which would help with prosecution and reduce the amount of time spent to look for evidence (Axon, 2024). However, there are also disadvantages for example officers turning the cameras off or reviewing the footage to make sure inappropriate communication between officers was not recorded which could be used against them later (Harrison et al., 2022).

Objectives: 

1. To assess how well body-worn cameras work for gathering evidence and using in court proceedings.

· For any court case to be successful, and for justice to be brought, evidence is crucial, as without it results can be majorly impacted. 
Although, BWC cannot replace writing of statements and collecting crucial evidence, they can support them which is essential as it is shown from police officer’s view.
 BWC also can increase the efficiency of the criminal justice system for domestic abuse cases (Jameel & Bunn, 2015). 





2. To investigate the challenges regarding human rights and privacy that come with the use of body-worn cameras in law enforcement.

· Body worn cameras have the potential to breach people's privacy when they are not aware they are being filmed. Furthermore, these cameras might violate people's right to privacy by being utilised as evidence in criminal situations (Poirier et al., 2023). 
The Human Rights Act 1998 section 2 requires that the use of body cameras must be reasonable, essential, justified, and proportionate (Human rights act, 1998). 

3. Police officer awareness and adaptation to body worn cameras.
· Body-worn cameras are beneficial but also require a full knowledge on how they work, therefore full training is required. Having body-worn cameras is also an advantage for officer safety both physically and in case false accusations are made about them. BWC could pressure some officers to comply with regulations because they know that they are there but should be a tool that supports fairness and safety (Yang, F, 2024).



	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:

For the chosen research area, a wide range of the literature will be utilised to be able to present the best research findings and compare them with each other, which will then provide the evidence on whether the body-worn cameras are effective. Examples of the literature that will be used are:

· Journals
· Google Scholar
· Legislation (Human Rights Act 1998)
· UK Government reports
· UWTSD Library 
· Books (Police Visibility: Privacy, Surveillance, and the False Promise of Body-Worn Cameras) 
· News articles


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Online Survey will be the chosen research method, which will consist of multiple answer questions. By having multiple answer choice, people completing the survey might be more inclined to do it knowing that it will not take them a long period of time, as the answers do not need to be typed up. 
By using online survey as a chosen method, a diverse range of respondents will be reached, as most people now days use internet (Alessi & Martin, 2010). 
This method of research will provide myself with other people’s opinions on the question that has been chosen, which then will conclude on how people feel around police officers that wear body cameras. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

Online survey questionnaire will be the chosen survey method which will be intended for general members of the public to address their views on chosen topic. Intended audience will be adults over the age of 18, although younger people also encounter with police officers that wear body-worn cameras, likely adults would have better understanding of the use of them. The adults participating will be family, friends, work colleagues and other members of the public. By using this kind of research form, broader response from people of different, ages, backgrounds and beliefs will be achieved. 
People that will participate in the survey will also have to consent that they understand the research and agree to participate in it (UK Government, 2018). 
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