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Finding 
Keywords.



1. Grab a book from your library of books you hope to use for your current research.

2. Let the book fall open to a busy, heavily worded double page spread.

3. Shut your eyes and move our finger across the page to randomly decide on three key 
words from the double page spread, use a dictionary or thesaurus to help you determine 
the words, and by doing some word research you will find words unknown to you which 
could be relevant, and may start you on an interesting journey.

5. Consciously map this journey as you go along, or afterwards, but keep your awareness 
on your research journey while you are travelling. 

6. In the studio photocopy and deconstruct the double pages and reconstruct them into 
a collage, intermingling the key words.

7. Photograph this research for a short show and tell next week. 
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• What are your design values? 

Quickly list 5

• What matters to you as a designer?

Think of things you would and 

wouldn’t do as a designer. 

• What are the key theoretical 

concepts that you have previously 

researched? 

Quickly list 3

Listing & Relisting



What 
matters to 

me as a 
designer is…

What are the key 
theoretical concepts I 

find incredibly 
interesting? 

My design 
values are…

Map for 5 minutes in 
silence…



Brene Brown Dare to Lead, 2018 



Keywords and Values
VALUES Exercise  

1. On your own, pick the top 10 values that you 
think are your highest values to you as a 
person…the top things that you really, really 
value.

Add them to your map.



What 
matters to 

me as a 
designer is…

What are the key 
theoretical concepts I 

find incredibly 
interesting? 

My design 
values are…

My values 
are…



Guy DeBord Situationists map

Keywords and Values
VALUES Exercise  

2. Now, look back at the design values, and 
those  that are really important to you as a 
designer or for you within Design and the 
theoretical concepts you previously listed.  

Can you see any relationships or bigger themes 
that link your values? 

4. When you have finished, reduce your choice 
to your absolute top 3 values choosing one 
from the first 3 design areas.

Can you show how they overlap?  



My three overarching 
design themes are…

Keep reiterating this exercise until you are sure you have 
found your three distinct research areas, underpinned by 
your design values, what matters to you as a designer, and 
the most interesting theoretical concepts you have found. 



If you already have 3 
research clear areas, 
post them in the chat 

👉



Next task:
reiterate these mapping tasks until 
you find your 3 areas of interest


