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Assignment 1:- Encyclopedia Review


Park, G. 1974. ‘Divination’, in W. Benton (ed.), The Encyclopaedia Britannica. Chicago, 5:916-20.  

Rose, H. J. 1911. ‘Divination, Introductory and Primitive’, in J. Hastings (ed.), Encyclopaedia of Religions and Ethics. Edinburgh.

Tedlock, B. 2001. ‘Divination’, in S.T. Evans and D. L. Webster (eds.), The Archaeology of Ancient Mexico and Central America: An Encyclopedia. New York. 

Zuesse, E. M. 2005. ‘Divination: An Overview’, in L. Jones (ed.), Encyclopedia of Religion. Detroit, 2369-2375. 
 
	


DIVINATORY PRACTICE:- A QUESTION OF THEORTICAL DEBATE	
[bookmark: _Hlk495483588]Divination is a physical act occurring within the present to predict future events through divine or spiritual means. The way in which scholars approach and interpret divinatory practice has been subject to discussion. Those that have attempted to apply their own theoretical approaches, research and expertise to the act of divination have revealed their own share of difficulties creating varied opinions and disagreements on how divination should be addressed. 

This conflict of opinion arose from the term itself (see Tedlock 2001:190 and Zeitlyn 1990:659). Cicero in De Divinatione claimed that the term was derived from Roman vocabulary as the Greek word for divination was, according to Plato, Furor meaning ‘Frenzy’ (Cicero 1923: 1. I. 1). Furthermore Roman divination functioned without seers contrary to Greek divination (Tedlock 2001:190). Therefore scholars such as Tedlock (2001:191) suggest that an intermediary term must be acquired and used to separate the ‘inductive’ and ‘intuitive’ divination techniques. However these issues proceed beyond terminology creating conflict of opinions into how theoretical approaches should be applied to divinatory practice. 

Evans-Pritchard (1937) is highly regarded as being the first crucial scholar to approach divination (see Peek 1991a:7 and Zeitlyn 1990:654). It was from this point that scholars started to consider how to study divination and which theoretical approaches would be best suited and most beneficial to contribute to the study. (See Peek 1991a:7-10 on Evans-Pritchard and his contribution to divination. For a brief background on research into divination see Peek 1991a:5-7 and Devisch 1985).

[bookmark: _Hlk496016113]Certain scholars favour a sociological approach such as Park (1963) who analysed divination in regard to its social implications. Similarly Beattie (1964) highlighted the rewards divination gave to the diviner. However scholars such as Zeitlyn (1990:659) believe that these approaches focus more on the impact divination has upon the society rather than on the practice itself.  

Other scholars adopt a scientific approach to divination as being more advantageous. Horton (1967a, 1967b) recognized the difficulties social anthropologists faced when approaching divination. He analysed African religions as models of theory similar to those utilized within the sciences (Horton 1967a:69). Evidently Horton (1967a:50) knew the risks involved with this approach claiming that it may blend and distort scientific and traditional ways of thinking and that people such as Beattie would claim that it risks categorizing traditional thoughts as being part of science. Since his approach was similar to Evans-Pritchard, Shaw (1991:138-139) saw this theory as disregarding ‘interest’ and ‘power’ in diviner’s interpretations making divinatory actions a rational practice. Through using this cognitive approach Devisch (1985:62-63) suggests that Horton wrongly attempts to order things that are culturally not in a structured order. (See Tedlock 2001:190-191 for scholars in the 60s and 70s who approached divination scientifically). 	
			
A more favourable approach to divination focuses upon the act or participants involved in the process, the foremost scholars being Werbner (1973), Turner (1975), Parkin (1979) and Shaw (1985).  However they all have their disputes on how to interpret and achieve a rational and methodological approach to the subject. Werbner (1973) thought the act of divination should be analysed through the observation of seances. Whereas Turner (1975) suggested that scholars should focus and analyse the objects used within the divination process. Parkin (1979:160) efforts centred upon the physical act of divination arriving at the conclusion that the practice was similar in all of his case studies regardless of the diviner’s social context. Lastly Shaw (1985:297) concentrated upon the clients being active within divination practices.  
			
Zeitlyn (1990:663-664) proposed that the attempt by Shaw (1985), Parkin (1979) and Werbner (1989) are incomplete by seeing divinatory practices as a ‘dialogue’ which can be analysed. In one of his articles Zeitlyn focused upon the approach used by Turner and Werbner claiming that Turner had not analysed the practice of divination to its fullest (Zeitlyn 2001:230) and Werbner’s research seemed to take a social approach which he disputes (Zeitlyn 2001:231).   

[bookmark: _Hlk495498691]Other scholars arrive at their own conclusions on how to approach the study of divination by analysing scholars who have already attempted it. De Boeck and Devisch (1994) comprised their research and conclusions by analysing Turner’s approach to divination. They disagreed with a number of points raised in Turner’s findings, the most important being his interpretation of the divination objects. They suggest that these objects are challenging to describe due to their complexity and the divination process should not be viewed simply as achieving ‘social redress’ (De Boeck and Devisch 1994:100, 103). Instead of viewing divination as fact, De Boeck and Devisch argue that more focus should be placed upon divination being an act (De Boeck and Devisch 1994:103). Their conclusion was that divination is sensory and the process of divination should be viewed in relation to the physical body, the surrounding group and the world making process (De Boeck and Devisch 1994:129). 
	
Divination has also been studied by focusing upon the invisible happenings which take place during the act. Scholars such as Karcher (1998:215-216) have focused their approach on the ‘Divinatory Symbol’ which implies that a spirit has provided a symbol to a client which in turn allows the hidden to be revealed. (See Graw 2009:92-93 for a brief history of divination during and after the 1990s). 

More recently scholars have devoted their research to reassessing these past approaches providing their own understandings of how people should address and record the act in future studies. Tedlock suggested that most theories used by scholars try to provide an explanation for divination out of context by detaching its association with ‘effective action’ concluding that divination should be viewed as displaying skill and knowledge in a physical act which incorporates intuition (Tedlock 2001:195).

Interestingly there has been one recent scholar who has focused their interests upon viewing the divinatory practice through the use of equipment. Graw wrote an article on the overlooked importance of the tools used within divination (Graw 2009: esp. 93, 100). But Graw also recognized the difficulties faced when studying divination claiming that when reflecting on these practices one must acknowledge context, cognition, words, practice and knowledge (Graw 2009:107).   

Zeitlyn is one of the most reputable scholars whose work has been dedicated to the study of divination particularly concentrating and deliberating the work of other scholars. Zeitlyn (1990:659) stated that the theories being used by most scholars to understand the practices of divination had modest or no information to add to the subject. He highlighted that different attributes of society involved in divination required different kinds of interpretation (Zeitlyn 1993:238). Using a diagram he proposed that the client, diviner and the types of divination as well as the techniques involved needed to be investigated further (Zeitlyn 2001:237-238). 

Using theoretical approaches in the study of divination as a practice is controversial. Peek (1991b:206) implies that instead of comparing and discussing a range of theoretical approaches, more focus should be placed upon divination being an important element of human cultures around the globe. But the continuing scholarly debates concerning the use of theories to understand divinatory practices provide a glimpse into these actions which would otherwise remain elusive. 

It is clear from the addressed debates that each reader and researcher should be aware of their approach to divination which needs to incorporate many aspects of the subject which cannot remove the culture and their practices from their social context. This approach should address the diviner, equipment, client, social situation, cognitive awareness, scientific analysis, culture and its context of the divinatory practice. It is evident that there is no single theory to approach acts of divination and it is quite inevitable that debates of this kind will continue.
		

See Also Divination: An Overview
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