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Discuss the extent to which the doctrine of parliamentary sovereignty is a critical component within the United Kingdom's constitution

A new piece of legislation was pitched in 2022, which was entitled ‘The bill of rights bill’. The proposal of this new bill was to entail the reformation of the Human Rights Act 1998, and to put the new bill of rights bill into what once was its place. This would cause a lot of conversion to the rights of the Act that was already appointed by Parliament. Furthering this discussion, this assignment will contain argumentation opposing and supporting the proposition of the new legislation, concerns within the law that is currently in place, and the assets and liabilities that could surface as a result of the new legislation being passed. (Draper, 2023)
A constitution is a proposition and a set of rules by which a country is kept in order, usually held in one document. In the United Kingdom a constitution has never been consulted in this way: rather, the various conventions, judicial decisions, various statutes, and treaties which, taken collectively, govern how the United Kingdom is kept in order are specified as the British Constitution. (UK Parliament,2023) 
The separation of powers is a concept which is a primitive to how the United Kingdom functions. It is about having certain and separated powers and abilities between the three sectors of state. The separation of powers idea is in place to help ensure that the three sectors are kept independent and liable for their own area of responsibility, while also making sure that no sector is segregated into being more powerful. (The British Institute of Human Rights, 2023)
The first sector is Parliament, also referred to as the legislature. The legislature is responsible for creating the laws. Parliament mainly consists of the House of commons (elected MP’s) and the House of Lords (peers). Both “houses” will discuss the advantages and disadvantages of proposals for laws, look at what corrections or changes need to be made to existing laws, and also agree to pass or reject a law that is proposed. When Parliament comes to agreement on the passing of a law, the Crown, who is the King, gives it overall permission to be declared as a law. This is also known as giving royal assent. The monarch does not oppose the official passing of laws on Parliament’s behalf; therefore, this is done in a ceremonial manner. (The British Institute of Human Rights, 2023)
 The laws passed by Parliament are known as primary legislation. An example of primary legislation is the Human Rights Act 1998.  However, it's not only Parliament that can create laws. Government Ministers can also make Laws within their country's legal system. Laws made by Government Ministers are known as secondary legislation. An example of secondary legislation is the Coronavirus Act 2020. With regards to secondary legislation, the Coronavirus Act is a good example of why the making of these laws are still vital to being in allowance of the United Kingdom’s constitution, as tis legislation was passed by the Government Ministers in the Senedd on behalf of the Welsh Government, during a global pandemic and in a time of emergency. It could e argued that secondary legislation is not as executive as primary legislation as it’s not approved by parliament, however this example shows it’s importance as not every country in the UK’s situation was similar enough to have one group of measures put in place. (The British Institute of Human Rights, 2023)
Parliament is also responsible for conducting the “scrutiny” work, which confronts the Government’s work. This can be carried out a number of different ways, including committees. Parliament has the power to judge the Government’s actions and decisions that are made by the Government too. In the United Kingdom, we have what is called a devolution. This means that all primary legislation passed by Parliament is applicable in the Welsh Parliament, Scottish Parliament, and the Northern Irish Assembly. (The British Institute of Human Rights, 2023)
The person responsible for creating policy, putting laws into effect, and forwarding law proposals to the legislature is known as the executive. In this case, we would call this the Government. However, in Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales, this title includes the Governments of the devolved nations, and also the First Ministers. (The British Institute of Human Rights, 2023) 
“The judiciary is made up of judges, magistrates, tribunal members, and coroners. Together they uphold the rule of law.” (Courts and Tribunals Judiciary, 2023) The Judiciary is responsible for making decisions as to whether laws are being abided by, or if their formation was done properly. This is completed through a system of courts and tribunals. In the United Kingdom, the Judiciary consists of the judges and other members of the courts of law. This is supervised by the Supreme Court, which is the highest court in the United Kingdom. The courts in the UK can make decisions regarding conflicts between state bodies, between the state (public law), and between individuals (private law).  (The British Institute of Human Rights, 2023) 
“The rule of law is the framework that underpins open, fair and peaceful societies, where citizens and businesses can prosper” (Role UK Rule of Law Expertise, 2023) 
On the 10th of July 2023, the Attorney General released a speech concerning the rule of law, in which was stated: “The rule of law is the principle that the law applies equally to everyone, that no one is above the law, and in particular, that the Government must comply with the law and that power is not exercised arbitrarily. It requires that all persons have access to courts that are independent. These courts must resolve disputes objectively in accordance with legal principles. Laws should be accessible, intelligible, clear, and predictable.” (GOV.UK, July 2023) 
The rule of law has been a respected core principle of the United Kingdom’s constitution, including by constitutional theorist A.V. Dicey. The Rule of Law ultimately exists to prevent the government from abusing their power over citizens and reassures citizens that their rights are confidently guaranteed. (Professor Paul Craig, 2007) 
Parliamentary sovereignty is a fundamental part of the United Kingdom’s constitution, meaning that it is the supreme legal and law-making authority in the UK. No court can countermand its legislation and no laws ca be passed by Parliament that could be changed by future parliaments. Parliamentary sovereignty is the most essential part of the United Kingdom’s constitution. (UK Parliament, 2023)   
However, it can be argued that parliament is not supreme, and this is due to the legislation of the Human Rights Act 1998. This Act states: “
Everyone’s right to life shall be protected by law. No one shall be deprived of his life intentionally save in the execution of a sentence of a court following his conviction of a crime for which this penalty is provided by law.” (GOV UK, 2023)
 An example of where the right to life overrules parliamentary supremacy is in the Donoghue vs Stevenson case. It is stated “Mrs Donoghue went to a cafe with a friend who bought her ice cream and a bottle of ginger beer. The ginger beer contained a decomposed snail. Mrs Donoghue suffered from personal injury due to this and proceeded to claim against the manufacturer which was successful and resulted in the establishment of the modern law of negligence and the neighbour test.”  This case was a specific landmark in tort law. The overall significance of this case proves that the duty of care concept in law overruled the normal legislative parliamentary proceedings, meaning in this instance, Parliament’s supremacy was taken over by the ruling of this act. (Professional Negligence Specialist Legal Advice, 2023) 

On the other hand, The Human Rights act is typically seen by the public as ingrained and is accused of applying un-just protection for individuals by limiting Parliament’s supremacy. This is incorrect, as this act is a standard Act of Parliament, meaning it is susceptible to potentially being amended or the change of significance to new legislation. Taking this into consideration, there has been no effect on Parliamentary sovereignty due to Parliament still having the ability to change the act or create new legislation to overrule the existing one in place, as Parliament is supreme. (Kulaga, J. April 16th, 2013) 
To Conclude this assignment, the doctrine of Parliamentary Sovereignty is a critical component of the United Kingdom’s constitution as Parliament is the supreme law making body, and with the uphold of the current working order of parliament being conducted the way that it is, the United Kingdom’s constitution runs smoothly, despite certain legislations such as the Human Rights Act 1988 having an impact on how smoothly this fundamental is upheld, and the main concept of the Rule of law being legal equality, as summarised by A.V. Dicey with the ideology that ‘no man is above the law.’ (The Constitution Unit, December 15th, 2022) 
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