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13th October 2026 Formative exercise
· Janet E Burton, 'Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey of Strata Florida,' Welsh History Review/Cylchgrawn Hanes Cymru, 29/3 (2019): 377–407.
· Harriett R Webster, 'The Annals of Dunstable Priory: From Living Memory to Written Record in a Thirteenth-Century Textual Community,' Journal of Medieval Monastic Studies 9 (2020): 47—173.

How did authors come up with the ideas?
The authors already have extensive knowledge of the institutions/documents through previous projects. Experience and wider reading will suggest areas of interest and gaps in research which could usefully be developed further.
Webster references a similar project (Jamroziak’s Rievaulx Abbey and its Social Context).[footnoteRef:1] She had already edited the 2018 Preest translation and was connected with the Medieval Dunstable Project. Having a deep knowledge of the Dunstable Annals, and familiarity with other similar projects, it seems a natural step to use the document to consider the priory’s context within the broader community at the time. [1:  Harriett R Webster, ‘The Annals of Dunstable Priory: From Living Memory to Written Record in a Thirteenth-Century Textual Community,’ Journal of Medieval Monastic Studies 9 (2020): p148] 

Janet Burton was co-director of the ‘Monastic Wales’ project[footnoteRef:2], as well as being closely linked to the AHRC-funded project ‘The sacred landscaped of medieval monasteries:an interdisciplinary study of meaning embedded in space’. Strata Florida was one of the case studies on this project. She also refers to the work of Martin Heale on English monastic communities as an inspiration for a similar study in Wales.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  Janet E Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey of Strata Florida,’ Welsh History Review/Cylchgrawn Hanes Cymru, 29/3 (2019):p380]  [3:  Burton p380] 


How did they actually do the research that led to the publications?
Identification and examination of primary sources, and extensive reading of secondary sources. Visiting archives eg British Library and National Archive. Looking at online digital archives. Site visits and collaboration with other historians working on connected projects. 
Burton’s article in particular, demonstrates a great deal of cross-referencing of primary sources as well as using academic reference books. Webster has looked in detail at a particular text to consider matters of authorship and a timeline for its construction.

What primary sources were used by the authors? Why were they chosen? How were they accessed?
Webster is an in-depth study of a particular document and its implications. The article draws on three presentations of it:
The manuscript itself – London, British Library, Cotton MS Tiberius A. X
A 19th century edition - Annales Prioratus de Dunstaplia, in Annales monastici, III: Annales prioratus de Dunstaplia (A>D>1-1297); Annales monasterii de Bermundeseia (A>A> 1042-1432), ed. By Henry Richards Luard, Rerum Britannicarum medii aevi scriptores, 36 (London:Longman, Green, Reader and Dyer, 1866), pp3-408
And a modern English translation – The Annals of Dunstable Priory, ed. By Harriett Webster and trans. By David Preest (Woodbridge: Boydell and Drewer, 2018)

Tiberius A.X will have been accessed at the British Library in London. It has been damaged by fire and the Latin within it will be difficult to decipher. Luard’s edition (used by Webster for Latin quotations) is available through academic libraries (and also digital platforms as it is in the public domain), and Preest’s translation (used by Webster for English quotations) is widely available. These are three different versions of the same primary source, each serving a different function.

Burton draws on a much wider range of primary sources for her study of a series of incidents at Strata Florida. These are used to clarify names, dates and events, as well as to provide a contemporary voice.
She has consulted multiple official documents from the time, including Charter Rolls, Close Rolls, and Patent Rolls.
Many of these have been accessed through The National Archives (TNA). I think Burton has accessed the original documents in person at Kew – they can also be ordered and viewed online but the footnotes don’t mention this.
Burton also references Calendars in her footnotes (eg Calendar of the Charter Rolls/Calendar of the Close Rolls/Calendar of the Patent Rolls) – these are summaries of the information on original manuscripts compiled and published by H.M.Stationery Office in the first part of the 20th century. Very often the archive documents that she cites are also accessible through the calendars.
Littere Wallie – this is a primary source which Burton has accessed via a transcription made by Goronwy Edwards, published in 1940
Brut y Tywysogyon, or, the Chronicle of the Princes: Red Book of Hergest Version – this primary source has been accessed through Thomas Jones’ 1955 translation. The original manuscript is in Middle Welsh and housed at Jesus College Oxford.
Gwilym Dodd and Alison K, McHardy (eds), Petitions to the Crown from English Religious Houses c. 1272-c. 1485, Canterbury and York Society, 100 (2010) – this is a collection of source documents presented as transcriptions in their original languages. It includes summaries in English as well as TNA catalogue references  

How does the authors’ use of primary sources inform their arguments?
Webster – the author establishes polyvocal authorship of the annals by referencing ‘changes in ink and hand’ [footnoteRef:4] which can be seen on the original document, but obviously not on the transcription or translation. She highlights changes in writing style [footnoteRef:5] to demonstrate when the writer is reflecting the views of the community, or ‘addressing the reader directly’.[footnoteRef:6] Extracts from Luard’s Latin transcription are used alongside Preest’s English translation to clarify. [4:  Webster p150]  [5:  Webster p151]  [6:  Webster p151] 

Burton is looking at authority at Strata Florida and uses quotations from TNA documents, in this case petitions, to demonstrate the way in which 14th century Welsh abbots acknowledged the patronage of the English Crown [footnoteRef:7]. [7:  Janet E Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey of Strata Florida,’ Welsh History Review/Cylchgrawn Hanes Cymru, 29/3 (2019): p 382] 

In both cases, the primary sources give definitive evidence from the time by which the authors can justify their arguments. The footnotes give sufficient information for the reader to follow the same line of enquiry.



List the different types of primary source
Original manuscripts eg Tiberius A. X 
Transcriptions of original documents eg Littere Walli (Edwards 1941) – these are in the original language of writing, but cleaned up and typeset.
‘Calendars’ of documents – usually published in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Transcribed in original language.
Translations of original documents eg  The Annals of Dunstable Priory, ed. By Harriett Webster and trans. By David Preest (Woodbridge: Boydell and Drewer, 2018)
Collections of primary source documents eg Gwilym Dodd and Alison K, McHardy (eds), Petitions to the Crown from English Religious Houses c. 1272-c. 1485, Canterbury and York Society, 100 (2010) – this is a collection of source documents presented as transcriptions in their original languages. It also includes summaries in English as well as TNA catalogue references.

List any archives that you can identify
The National Archive, Kew
The British Library
Jesus College, Oxford

Online Sources
Neither article cites online resources, but the TNA citations in Burton can be found online through the TNA website. The Calendars of the Rolls can be accessed via the Internet Archive.


