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Modern Day Slavery.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This assignment will critically discuss modern day slavery; giving a brief overview of the subject in its current context. It will discuss the work of an anti-slavery organisation and how they are working to improve support for people affected by modern day slavery.  A campaign by Antislavery.org is being undertaken; improving support for victims of slavery with the support of Lord McColl of Dulwich and Sir Iain Duncan Smith.  This organisation was founded in 1839 and has a long history of campaigning for human rights internationally, their 3 key objectives are to: secure responsiveness and accountability of duty bearers; empower people affected to claim their rights; achieve rejection of the social norms and attitudes that perpetuate slavery (Antislavery.org, 2020g). 
According to Islam (2019) modern slavery is complex; no longer a subject which reflects the typical image of confinement. There are now various ways of controlling and coercing people into slavery through violence, intimidation and through underhand methods of false promises, debt and fraud. This non-typical image of slavery makes it seem hidden in society and therefore more of a challenge to police. Current estimates of worldwide slavery is 41 million, but a definite figure for the number of people in slavery in the U.K. is not known. Craig et al, (2007) discuss how modern slavery takes many forms, for example sexual and domestic labour, forced labour and debt bondage, as part of an exploitative relationship, with a lack of human rights and control of one person by another. The authors also note how coercion is an identifying distinction in modern slavery, where the threat or possibility of violence means that the victim has no alternative but to submit to an abusive relationship. The nature of these crimes mean they are hidden and hard to police leading to problematic identification and treatment of both perpetrators and victims.
HM Government (2018; 2019) note how it is hard to understand and measure the scale of modern slavery in the UK, and have prioritised improvements in order to better understand and respond to modern slavery with the aim of protecting those most at risk. The government report notes that traditional measurement methods are hard to apply to modern slavery as it is hidden, and many of its victims are too affected by the crime committed to report it, or they may not see themselves as victims due to the coercive nature. The three ways that these crimes are recorded for government purposes are through the National Referral Mechanism (NRM); the ‘duty to notify’ provision of the Modern Slavery Act 2015 and police records. In 2017 the combined number of recorded incidences of slavery was 10,174, but this number is likely to be an underestimation due to the reasons mentioned previously (HM Government, 2018). A 2018 news article (Sky News, 2018) suggests that 2 in every 1000 people in the UK could be modern slaves, a total number of 136,000 people, implying that the governmental figures are indeed an underestimation of the reality of modern slavery in the UK.
According to the Local Government Association (2017) various international laws, conventions and protocols led to the introduction of The Modern Slavery Act (2015) in order to prosecute criminals committing acts of slavery and to introduce measures to ensure the safeguarding of individuals at risk from these crimes. This act consolidated several slavery and trafficking laws into one (Broad and Turnbull, 2019) making it easier to prosecute individuals, it also established an anti-slavery commissioner and gave the police and courts significant powers to prosecute meaning that a convicted person can be given a life sentence for these crimes (Islam, 2019). The Home Office (2019) made the 2015 Modern Slavery Act (Section 54) a requirement for companies and organisations to produce modern slavery statements each year, setting out the steps the company has taken to ensure modern slavery has not been a part of their business, or involved in their supply chain. This act also put an emphasis on the victims of modern slavery and aimed to provide support services for them, however, this is reliant on the NRM and with many victims being too traumatised to seek support it has been suggested that services available are not used by a large proportion of victims (Islam, 2019). In order to receive this support victims, need to be classified as victims under the ‘reasonable grounds decision ‘, and many do not achieve this status, leading some authors to suggest that this support system is failing victims (Islam, 2019; Gentleman, 2019; Brotherton, 2016).
The result of these failures has resulted in various campaigns to better support victims. Antislavery.org (2020c) have tirelessly campaigned to identify areas of concern and campaign for amendments where necessary. In 2019 an independent review of the Modern Slavery Act 2015 (Field, Miller and Baroness Butler-Sloss, 2019) undertaken as a result of pressure from campaign organisations highlighted these failures to protect and support victims. The review noted how some victims can still be prosecuted for crimes that they committed whilst in slavery, a prime example of this are cannabis factories and the modern slaves running them still being prosecuted for the crime of cannabis cultivation. This review found that there was very limited support in place for victims once they had completed a 45-day period built into the NRM. In some cases, these victims went through this 45-day recovery whilst in detention as a result of being prosecuted for crimes committed whilst in slavery (Jesuit Refugee Service, 2019).  Freeforgood.org.uk (2020), the organisation set up to campaign for amendments to the Modern Slavery Act, note that after this 45-day period many victims are left to fend for themselves, at risk of homelessness and being re-trafficked back into slavery. 
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Fig 1. Anti-Slavery International’s Theory of Change (Anti-Slavery International, 2020).
Antislavery.org have been instrumental in the organisation of numerous campaign groups pressuring the government into changing the Modern Slavery Act. As a result, an amendment bill has now been produced backed by lord McColl of Dulwich and Iain Duncan Smith (House of Lords, 2020). This amendment bill aims to provide the minimum of 12 months support to victims of slavery, and 12 months permission to stay in the UK, giving victims a stable foundation for recovery. This amendment bill along with signatures collected by various organisations who back this bill, was taken to the house of commons in an attempt to change policy and amend legislation to provide more support to victims in January and further discussion is scheduled (UK Parliament, 2020). This is an example of how Antislavery.org is working nationally to change policy and improve victim support. Figure 1 shows clearly the Theory of Change (2020) and how working at both grassroots and structural levels is essential in order to end slavery.
Antislavery.org work on many individual legal cases, but have also campaigned to raise awareness of various forms of modern slavery in the UK. They work closely with government to strengthen legislation and improve transparency of supply chains through the Modern Slavery Act (2015). Internationally Antislavery.org (2020f) undertakes a variety of grassroots projects working directly with victims across the world, providing support and shelter, education at all levels, training in human rights and advocacy and legal support where necessary (Antislavery.org, 2020a; AntiSlavery.org, 2020b; Antislavery.org, 2020e). At a structural level Antislavery.org is responsible for lobbying governments and in some cases religious organisations to develop laws in their countries that will end the slavery, whatever form it may take. This again shows how approaching slavery from the Theory of Change model (Fig. 1) allows for a deeper understanding of slavery and as a result more focus whilst campaigning for change. One area where Antislavery.org (2020d) are particularly involved is supply chains and the campaign to make them transparent both nationally and internationally. They believe that this is key in ending modern slavery and essential for businesses to adhere to human rights law. Antislavery.org will work with partners to improve supply chains but also attend the International Labour Conference to raise concerns and awareness of modern slavery.  
Whilst there is no detailed record since 2019 of the work Antislavery.org does, many of their projects are ongoing and continue to be implemented; liaising with international partner organisations. Antislavery.org worked with 17 international partners to end slavery in the 2017-18 financial year, directly supporting 77,388 people across 19 countries, helping them to understand their rights and empowering them to claim what every human should have a right to. It is hoped that the good work of this organisation continues and brings about the change that they are pursuing, eradicating slavery and putting an end to marginalisation and discrimination.
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