 MA Dissertation Module Research Day : 16th September, 2025
10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. On campus - Room IQ 307
Designing Qualitative Research and Navigating Ethical Approval:
An Experiential Workshop
Agenda and Preparation for the Day
Agenda:
🔹 Welcome, Introductions, and Icebreaker
🔹 Activity: Research Proposals -  Elevator Pitch - Your Research Starts Here!
🔹 Coffee Break - 15 minutes
🔹 Activity: Discussion and Feedback on Research Proposals
🔹 Activity: Define It … Debate It
🔹 Lunch break
🔹 Steering the process of completing and submitting an ethics application 
🔹 Coffee Break

Activity: 

🔹 Activity: Judgment Day: Ethics in Action

🔹 Reflection, closing-round, and wrap-up of day



Preparation required:
1. Submit your brief Research Proposal into the designated portal on Moodle by 1st September 2025.

2. Prepare for the research day by deciding how to explain your research to your cohort within three minutes. Imagine that you are on your way to deliver a presentation to secure funding for your research, and as you enter the lift, you realise that the only other person in there is the person who will award [or not award] the funding. He/She asks you about your research – luckily, your meeting is on the eighth floor - how do you respond to get your points across in the time you have?

Consider how you might:

· Demonstrate that your research design has been well thought out.
· Get an important stranger knowledgeable and excited about your ideas.
· Use simple language familiar to your audience.
· Include a concise phrase that captures the value of your work or ideas.

3. Bring a note of your proposal with you, either written or typed on an A4 sheet of paper.

4. You will see two Audio PowerPoints posted on Moodle that talk you through the process of completing the ethics form.  It is important to note that you are not expected to complete this form by the time we meet on 16th September.  Instead, the intention is for you to listen to the recordings, see how you can relate the information to your research and the ethical approval form, and come to the workshop in September with the sections you have been able to complete and the queries around sections you need to address on the form.  There is no need, therefore, to feel stressed about the process - there will be sections that you are unable to complete at this stage, so just leave these parts blank, and we will address these at our workshop - we will go through the form in detail when we meet.

These PowerPoints are quite long [Part 1 = 25 minutes and Part 2 = 35 minutes], so remember that you can pause the recordings on any slide to give time for deeper reflection, can return to any slide and/or can access the PowerPoint as and when you are writing a particular section of the ethics form.  Where there is reference within the recordings to ‘discuss this with your supervisor’, note that these discussions will take place on 16th September when we meet on campus.



