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The introduction of the Gender Recognition Act in 2004 was widely regarded as positive progress for the Transgender community. However, the passage of this act was also a significant catalyst in the growing divisions within British feminism. This dissertation aims to present the increasing phenomenon of Trans exclusionary attitudes within feminist groups over the past two decades by conducting an in-depth analysis of the ideologies and beliefs of three major anti-Trans groups in the UK. Using social media, this research aims to examine how interactive forms of media are contributing to the rise of anti-Trans beliefs. Additionally, the role of the British press and the use of negative framing around Trans issues is explored as a major factor in rising anti-Trans sentiment. The majority of research for this dissertation was collected through peer-reviewed articles, books, and papers. Analysing anti-Trans feminism groups' manifestos and main beliefs also required social media. A major conclusion of this research is that there is a clear increase in open aggression displayed by anti-Trans feminist groups on social media. This dissertation argues that there is a distinct correlation between the negative framing of major British newspapers and the rise in anti-Trans opinions in both the feminist movement and Britain. 
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Introduction

The Hedgehog’s Dilemma is a philosophical concept that originates from Schopenhauer’s Parerga and Paralipomena and functions as a metaphor for the various challenges of human relationships (Schopenhauer, 2000). The term refers to the behaviours of hedgehogs that often attempt to huddle to conserve warmth but pierce one another with their spines causing pain. This dilemma is an apt metaphor for the main subject matter of this dissertation as it helps showcase why political discussions are so difficult and why people can be so hurtful towards each other, as often in the bid to share and convince others of our own beliefs it can be easy to hurt intentionally or unintentionally someone in the process. By understanding and examining the fundamental tension between gender-critical feminists and the Trans community in the United Kingdom (U.K.), a more meaningful and respectful dialogue can demonstrate a willingness to understand opposing viewpoints and overcome challenges. 
“Thus, the need for society which springs from the emptiness and monotony of men's lives, drives them together; but their many unpleasant and repulsive qualities and insufferable drawbacks once more drive them apart” (Schopenhauer, 2000, p. 652)
[bookmark: _Toc178241002]Methodology & Aims and Objectives 

The primary aim of this research is to examine the growth of the rise in Trans exclusionary attitudes within British feminist groups since the proposal to reform the Gender Recognition Act in 2018 by conducting an in-depth analysis of three key Trans exclusionary organisations, their core ideologies, and the tactics they utilise within the media. Within this, an examination of the role of the media and its weaponisation in the Trans debate will also be one of the objectives this research aims to cover. This research takes a look at the rejection of some British feminists to the Transgender community using relevant historical context from the early 1990s up to late 2024.  In addition to this, the value of Trans inclusive feminist groups in the UK and the importance of intersectional feminism will also be presented in this research to cover both sides of the Trans debate. Following the aims and objectives of this research, it is important to outline the research methodology adopted in this study. When starting the process of researching the debates within gender-critical feminist groups was choosing which groups to analyse. The criteria to fit within the realm of study are firstly the groups must have been founded and operate within the UK, secondly, the groups must have been founded to help fight for women’s rights whether it be regarding reproductive rights, support for domestic violence victims or boosting women’s voices. 
Finally, the third most important criteria is that the groups must demonstrate Trans-exclusionary ideologies such as large focuses on the ‘importance’ of biological sex, the positioning of the Trans community as ‘endangering’ people and the dismissal or harassment of the Trans community through policies and behaviour on social media. Given these parameters, the chosen groups the LGB Alliance, Women for Scotland and Woman’s Place UK all fit within the criteria for individual reasons. Overall, this research aims to be an original piece of research by taking a deeper look into previously glossed-over areas of Trans issues and criticisms of British feminism. By examining the impact of social media in regard to this increasing phenomenon this paper aims to present a fresh perspective.
The examination into the tactics used by gender-critical feminists on social media is one of the key objectives of Chapter Two, in order to showcase the ways in which the chosen groups weaponize the Media, screenshots from the group's social media have been included. These posts have been taken from both Facebook and X (formally known as Twitter); this is for two reasons, the first being that these are the platforms most frequently used by the groups and, Secondly, utilising the data gathered by Statcounter the data shows that on average these are the social media platforms with the highest engagement, meaning a wider reach and larger audience (see figure 1 & 2). The selected posts chosen to be analysed have been chosen to showcase the relevant ways gender-critical feminists operate on social media, in addition to this the selected posts all correspond to the beliefs held by these groups that are examined in greater detail in Chapter Three.  In conjunction with the selected social media posts, a contribution to the evidence against the British newspapers showcasing a distinct bias within the Trans debate has also been explored in Chapter Four. For this research, The Guardian, The Times, and The Telegraph have all been chosen, these newspapers feature heavily in McCann, Dugarte & McMillan, and McLean's research, three key scholars whose work has greatly contributed to this research focus on the role and influence of these newspapers in the Trans debate. In addition to this, the ramifications of the press are also discussed and the debates surrounding the responsibility of article publishing and the accountability of news outlets. 
[image: ][image: ]
Figure 2- Line Chart of Social Media Statistics in the United Kingdom 2023 Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram 
Source- https://gs.statcounter.com/social-media-stats/all/united-kingdom/2023
Figure 1- Line Chart of Social Media Statistics in the United Kingdom 2018 Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram 
Source- https://gs.statcounter.com/social-media-stats/all/united-kingdom/2018

To provide a contrast to the major focus of this dissertation’s research Chapter Five aims to demonstrate the Trans inclusive side of the Trans debate by presenting three Trans inclusive groups and the important role of intersectional feminism in these groups' policies and beliefs. Parallel to the established criteria of the selected gender-critical feminist groups, the Trans inclusive groups also must be founded and operate in the UK as well as having the core purpose of the group as the solidification of women’s rights. The only separate criteria for these selected groups are they must have clear Trans inclusive policies such as an emphasis on intersectional approaches to feminism, acceptance of various gender identities and experiences of womanhood and the acknowledgement and emphasis on Trans related issues. After establishing this criteria Sisters Uncut, Engender and WEN Wales (Women’s Equality Network) all align with these necessary baselines. 
The author declares that she is not a member of the Transgender community and does not align with any of the gender-critical feminist organisations explored within this paper. The author has no material or financial interests that relate to the research presented in this study. The author declares that this paper is situated within an intersectional feminist framework that involves Transgender individuals and has referred to all parties discussed by their preferred titles. In addition to this, the naming of specific individuals within the organisations examined in this research has been avoided as the beliefs and policies of groups do not always directly represent the beliefs of individuals. Due to some of the complex language and terminology used throughout this dissertation an addition of a glossary has been integrated throughout, when key phrases appear a cross-reference link highlighted in blue will take the reader to the appropriate explanations. Finally, to draw emphasis on the focus of this research Transgender or Trans has been capitalised to signify the significance of the word and the individuals it represents. 
There are some areas relating to the core focus of this research that have not been included or discussed in depth due to the allotted word count and also in order not to derail the main focus of this research. One of these key areas is the role of sport in the Trans debate, the reason for not covering this more in-depth is that this area of research has already been covered at range by other academics and to present a more original research proposal this topic was not examined closely. Another key area that was not greatly focused on is the role of colonialism and white privilege in the growth of Trans exclusionary attitudes within British feminism. Although this factor is introduced and discussed through an intersectional approach a larger and more in-depth analysis of the role of Eurocentric ideology in the emerging pattern of anti-Trans thought within the feminist movement could be key to dismantling the deep-rooted white European approach to sex and gender. Going forward it is recommended this area of research should have its own dedicated study.  
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This literature review explores the exclusion of the Transgender community by UK Feminist groups and the impact that the weaponisation of traditional media and social media has had on the spread of misinformation regarding the general public’s attitudes towards the Trans community. This review covers five main scholars whose research covers the Trans debate within the UK in the last five years, from the GRA and its proposed reform to a deeper examination of the manipulation of media to scapegoat the Trans community. This review aims to provide an overview of the key literature on these topics with the goals of establishing key findings, relevance to this paper's main argument and the arguments made comparatively between the key scholars. 
Scholarship Methodology
In the first stage of this paper's research entering key phrases such as ‘Trans History in the UK’ or ‘Transgender Politics in the UK’ into credible search engines such as Google Scholar and the UWTDS Library it yielded some of the surface information. Selecting journals and papers that covered the main areas of interest or useful to the key discussion then combing through the main arguments and noting major scholars whose papers and adding to the reading list. After reading through multiple papers and exhausting the results in the search engines used as the papers became less relevant going on to analyse the useful papers in more detail and become familiarised with the material. 
Although this qualitative research method was quite lengthy it was extremely beneficial for developing the direction of the paper plus, it provided the opportunity to become familiar with the complex subject and nuanced topics from multiple viewpoints. Having to weigh each paper’s relevance to the exploration into the exclusion of the Trans community by UK feminist groups became easier as the study continued. As the dissertation developed a decision to include the weaponisation of the media was identified as a recurring theme, and as such, papers with more information on this became more valuable. In this literature review, a discussion including five of the major scholars whose peer-reviewed work and arguments are integral to supporting the purpose of this paper; to examine how certain feminist groups in the UK are becoming symbols of oppression in part due to their anti-Trans ideology and that intersectional Feminism is the way forward to create a united front against prejudice.
As with most of the key scholars cited throughout this work, Hines published Sex Wars and (trans) gender panics Identity and Body Politics in Contemporary UK Feminism in 2020. In this article, Hines outlines many key arguments and findings valuable to the discussion of this paper. For example, Hines acknowledges that political, social, economic, and cultural factors are all key to forming sex and gender and impacting our understanding of it (Hines, 2020, p. 701).  Hines introduces the reader to the idea of gender essentialism 1 (see glossary) and its roots in 19th-century European thought that have “impacted and persisted within feminist theory and politics” (Hines, 2020, p. 700). 
Hines brings attention to the high media profile of the marginal group of anti-Trans feminists and their increasing vocality within the last five years, prompted by the proposed changes to the GRA regarding self-ID laws that were perceived as a threat to women's well-being and safety (Hines, 2020, p. 706). In addition to this Hines strongly emphasises that the harm of the anti-Trans argument does not just affect the Trans community. For instance, reproduction is a key theme within the anti-Trans debate (which also stems from 19th-century sexology). Yet, Hines brings forward that “by reducing womanhood to reproductive capacity and role it undoes decades of feminist work that has sought to upturn conservative thought that relegates gender role to sex” (Hines, 2020, p. 708). 
Furthermore, the concept of gender fraud 2 (see glossary) and the social regulation of bodies is not only a cause of concern for the Trans community as the observation, regulation and certification of the ‘female’ body has been used to subjugate cisgender3 (see glossary) women for centuries so the desire of some feminists to impose this system on others can be viewed as quite hypocritical. Throughout their article, there were many connections between the other key scholars of this paper for example the GRA and discussions around the self-ID laws are covered in more detail by Armitage who strongly emphasises the role of the GRA and its proposed reform as the sparking point for the rising backlash against the Trans community (Armitage, 2020, p. 12). Hines also briefly mentions the bathroom bills debated and implemented in America with the social policing of bodies. McLean discusses the bathroom bill concerning the anti-Trans arguments being made in the UK mostly regarding the tactic of branding the Trans community as sexual predators mimicking the propaganda previously used against homosexuals as seen in the 50s and 60s in the UK (McLean, 2021, pp. 477-478); (Waters, C.,2012).
“Protect the Women” Trans-exclusionary Feminist Issue Framing and Support for Transgender Rights was written by Dugarte and McMillan in 2022; the paper covers many key relevant topics for this research. Unlike the other scholars cited in this research Dugatre and McMillan’s paper presents an empirical investigation with multiple proposed hypotheses surrounding the negative framing of the expansion of Trans rights by certain feminist organisations. This investigation relies on a case study conducted in Scotland and its discussions on the types of negative framing used by Trans radical feminists; the investigation results make this study highly significant. To begin Dugarte and McMillan establish the proposed self-ID laws were a major factor in the reignition of old arguments and ‘gay panic’ led by both Trans radical feminists and Conservatives (Turnbull-Dugarte & McMillan, 2022, p. 629). 
The concept of negative framing is a key theme in this dissertation as the exploration of the manipulation of the media against the Trans community is an essential argument. Negative framing is a persuasive technique in which fear and danger are used to push an agenda; this technique has been used very effectively by radical feminists for multiple reasons as explained by Dugarte and McMillan. For example, the portrayal of the Trans community as sexual deviants, although having no factual basis, greatly benefits anti-Trans policies; this is not an unfamiliar argument to the British public as historically minority groups have often been branded as deviants (Turnbull-Dugarte & McMillan, 2022, pp. 639,650). The conclusions of Dugarte and McMillan’s study indicated that the effect of this negative framing on their subjects was not small and as hypothesised even greater among women when the type of negative framing was women’s welfare being endangered and presented by feminist groups (Turnbull-Dugarte & McMillan, 2022, p. 649). 
This could be used to understand why there has been such a rise in anti-Trans sentiment within certain UK feminist groups. Although unique in approach to the other scholars cited in this research Dugarte and McMillan lend themselves to touch on several other key points made by others. For instance, both Hines and McLean are discussed in the study in the context of the expansion of queer rights often drawing heated debate. The important role that Trans radical feminists play in the rise of anti-Trans ideology and the effectiveness of using them (particularly in the media) is also covered by Armitage who looks more closely at the key arguments often used by Trans radical feminists to justify their beliefs (Armitage, 2020, pp. 16,23,26). 
McLean’s 2021 paper, The Growth of the Anti-Transgender Movement in the United Kingdom The Silent Radicalization of the British Electorate lends itself to be a highly researched and bold source. McLean’s research sets out to cover three key topics, the first being the anti-Trans tropes pushed by gender-critical feminists4 (see glossary) (referred to as Trans radical feminists in this paper), the second being the context in which these debates have emerged and the third being a closer look into the use of ‘free speech’ as a cover to demonise the Trans community (McLean, 2021, p. 475). McLean offers a more in-depth understanding of gender essentialism and its impact on the Trans rights debate, uniquely McLean links the Evangelical beliefs held by most American Republicans as a factor in their anti-Trans debate. Dugarte and McMillan touch on this point made by McLean about the Judeo-Christian beliefs seen in the UK both “have become commonplace around issues of so-called ‘morality politics’” (Turnbull-Dugarte & McMillan, 2022, p. 634). Similar to the arguments made by Dugarte and McMillan surrounding negative framing McLean dedicates great focus on the manufactured portraiture of the Trans community by Trans radical feminists. In particular, the ‘sexual predators’ trope is used to “generate outrage through constructing all trans women as dangerous,” McLean also explains that allegations of this nature are intended to incite the public to radicalise against transgender rights (McLean, 2021, pp. 479,480);(Phipps, A., 2016). 
McLean covers the concept of radicalisation within the UK public regarding Trans exclusion with a notable passion, this particular argument of the ‘turning of a blind eye’ by British authorities to the treatment of the Trans community in favour of the GC’s (gender critical) ‘good radicalisation’ is highly relevant to the discussions brought forward in this dissertation (McLean, 2021, p. 480). McLean like many other of the key scholars used in this research draws a connection between the attempted reform of the GRA to the rise of Trans radical Feminist ideology that “did not emerge in a vacuum. Rather, they are a contextual expression of a wider trans-exclusionary political climate” (McLean, 2021, p. 478); (Pearce, R., Erikainen, S., & Vincent, B., 2020). Throughout McLean’s paper, they cite Hines's work concerning gender reassignment therapies5 (see glossary), the disproportionate response from Trans radical feminists and other key discussions. In addition to Hines, McLean also cites Zanghellini’s work concerning the held belief of a few Trans radical feminists that Trans individuals who have undertaken gender reassignment surgery are considered ‘acceptable’ in women’s spaces (McLean, 2021, p. 474); (Zanghellini, 2020). 
Armitage’s 2020 paper Explaining the Backlash to Trans and Non-binary Genders in the Context of the UK Gender Recognition Act Reform establishes itself as one of the most highly influential papers within this dissertation. This is because of two main topics covered within the paper, the first being as laid out by Armitage the exploration into why the beliefs of smaller groups (e.g. Trans radical feminists) have led to such compelling influence on the wider held UK public opinion. The second is Armitage’s argument that the gendered socialisation we all experience through education, media and political institutions is and has created a baseline belief in gender determinism 6 (see glossary) that has generated a lot of misinformation around the Trans community (Armitage, 2020, p. 11). 
Within the context of the proposed reform around the GRA functioning as the starting point for the evolution of the backlash against the Trans community, Armitage expertly dissects the social and contextual reasonings behind the scapegoating of the Trans community. Armitage covers the influence of Western religion particularly Christianity on the anti-Trans sentiment seen within a few European countries similar to that of McLean (Armitage, 2020, p. 13), (McLean, 2021, p. 476); particularly in regards to the idea of ‘gender ideology’ 7 (see glossary) where to go against your assigned gender is to essentially ‘go against god’ (Armitage, 2020, p. 13); (Butler, 2019). 
Throughout his paper, Armitage examines many key tactics used by groups in opposition to Trans rights that are relevant to this paper's discussion, the first being the weaponisation of women’s reproductive capacities by Trans radical feminists. Armitage like Hines points out the hypocrisy of gender-critical feminists using a person's reproductive capacity as a means of policing who should ‘be allowed to be considered a woman’ as this has been used historically to oppress cis-gendered women (Armitage, 2020, pp. 16,17); (Hines, 2020). The second major tactic highlighted by Armitage is the use of children in anti-Trans rhetoric. Children being positioned as fragile and in need of safeguarding against ‘evil’ outside influences is not a new idea, and as Armitage explains “the idea of the ‘ideal child’ does not reflect reality… and are often used as stand-ins to allow adults to hold false beliefs” (Armitage, 2020, p. 23);(Burman, 2008). Armitage concludes that although religion still plays a large role in the anti-Trans debate, it is the threat that certain feminist groups feel the Trans community poses that has the louder voice within the debate (Armitage, 2020, p. 27). 
The weaponisation of the media is a prevalent factor within this research as its impact on the spread of misinformation and anti-Trans rhetoric within the UK is key to understanding the exclusion of the Trans community by UK ‘feminists.’ McCann’s 2022 paper titled “It is like we are not human discourses on humanisation and otherness in the representation of trans identity in British broadsheet newspapers and examines how the Trans community is represented across three British papers. McCann interestingly concludes that Feminism has become a vehicle for mainstream news to push agendas (Montiel-McCann, 2022, p. 2962). Via the analysis of the debates within the British newspapers, McCann argues that the more noticeable pattern of the UK government scapegoating the Trans community acts to fuel a ‘culture war’ to distract the population from other political crises (Montiel-McCann, 2022, p. 2963); (Faye, 2021). 
As opposed to Armitage’s focus on hegemonic masculinity7 (see glossary) or ‘classical masculinity’ positioning heterosexual cisgender men as at the top of the social hierarchy and as such the most ‘threatened’ by ‘opposing’ gender ideology (Armitage, 2020, p. 14). McCann highlights the negative impact that hegemonic femininity9 (see glossary) has had on the development of the Feminist movement in the UK as well as the arguments other opposing parties have put forward that rely on hegemonic femininity. The standards of womanhood set out by hegemonic femininity are problematic and exclusionary, also referred to as ‘traditional’ feminism it places white, cis-gendered wealthy women at the centre of the movement who then create an environment in which only those deemed ‘worthy’ of being included are accepted (Montiel-McCann, 2022, p. 2965);(Hooks, 2000). 
Hegemonic femininity functioning as a core building block bolsters many other strategies implemented by anti-Trans groups. The ‘not real women’ argument is a perfect example, as Trans radical feminists are unwilling to view Trans women as ‘real women;’ they are then painted as ‘actually men’ simply dressed up as women to position themselves to abuse women. This ties in with the ‘sexual predator’ label often thrown around as Trans women are positioned as trying to deceive ‘real women’ endangering them (Montiel-McCann, 2022, p. 2973). This ‘appropriation’ of feminism as McCann explains only functions to encourage the more privileged feminists to focus their energies on opposing the Trans community due to self-perceived entitlement. As a social and political movement, with the end goal of dismantling gender discrimination, a push to function as a collective in solidarity with one another is necessary to tackle the dismantling of all the oppressive structures denying rights to gender-oppressed people (Montiel-McCann, 2022, p. 2976).
Among the many key papers and scholars used throughout this research, there were copious others whose works are mentioned in a minor capacity, mainly Zanghellini and Butler. Due to the importance of these minor sources in this research, a further explanation of them and their main arguments is still highly informative. First, in Zanghellini’s 2020 paper Philosophical Problems with the Gender-Critical Feminist Argument Against Trans Inclusion, Zanghellini examines some of the arguments put forward by gender-critical feminists. Like McCann, Zanghellini argues that these narrow-minded arguments are often based on an essentialist definition of ‘womanhood’ that does not make room for diverse experiences (Zanghellini, 2020); (Montiel-McCann, 2022, p. 2973). Overall Zanghellini’s paper presents the potential of the Trans-inclusive feminist perspective that this paper aims also to highlight. 
Second is Butler's 1990 book Gender Trouble, although slightly earlier than some of the sources used in this research Butler’s work surrounding gender and identity is considered by many to be groundbreaking (Butler, 1990). In Gender Trouble Butler puts forward the argument that gender is not fixed or an inherent human trait but rather a socially enforced construct, by challenging the binary Butler shows that gender is an ever-evolving category. Gender Trouble argues that Trans people are not trying to conform to societal expectations but rather challenging and deconstructing the expected performance of gender. Hines, McCann, and Butler assert the viewpoint that feminists who are committed to justice for all gender-oppressed people have a responsibility to address the harm transphobic attitudes have on both Women and the Trans community as a whole.   
In conclusion, the existing literature presented in this review provides strong evidence that the arguments made by Trans radical feminists in the UK against the Trans community are complexly tied to deep-rooted, highly problematic societal expectations placed upon women. The ‘us versus them’ narrative pushed by Trans radical feminists is only an issue when it comes to the presupposed fragility of safe spaces and the rights that women have managed to secure for themselves. The fear is that by ‘allowing’ Trans women into these small spaces women have carved out for themselves they will be put at risk. The opposite is true. The strength that women, feminists, and all gender-oppressed people could establish by working together would provide a larger, much stronger voice to combat the oppressive structures aiming to oppress minority groups. 
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The history of the Transgender community holds a great deal of significance not only for this paper but also for the LGBTQIA+ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Questioning, Intersex or Asexual) community as a whole, presenting a wider view of the key pieces of legislation, legal cases, and other key events in the United Kingdom (UK) and establishes many important contextual clues. The first is the undeniable mistreatment and unnecessary scapegoating of the Trans community, the second is that there is a clear pattern of prejudice within the United Kingdom surrounding the Trans community that stems from the unique social and cultural makeup of the United Kingdom. Finally, within the deep pile of acts and legislation, there are still positive events that have safeguarded the Trans community and allowed for the hopeful progression of equal rights. By laying the groundwork of historical context it presents the clear progression of the Trans fight for recognition. 
In 1988 Section 28 commenced under the Thatcher administration; part of this legislation was regarding the “Prohibition on promoting homosexuality by teaching or by publishing material” (Legislation.gov.uk, 2024). This legislation as Greenland & Nunney (2008) discussed led to an ‘atmosphere of confusion and uncertainty’. This was due to certain factors such as the unspecific nature of the legislation leading to a standstill of discussions surrounding homosexuality in some cases due to teachers fearing termination for violating the act. Greenland & Nunney highlight that one of the other damaging effects of this act was the rise in homophobia and bullying, singling out homosexuality as a taboo topic established the group as something ‘other’ allowing harassment to become standard practice (Warwick et al., 2001). This act was introduced by the Conservative government as 1987 saw the Labour Party’s third consecutive defeat in the general election, in addition to this Curran (2005) examines the power that the right-wing sections of the press held in this political era as the rise of the ‘Looney Left’ started to arise giving way to a moral panic allowing the conservatives party’s wider political goals as touched upon by Greenland & Nunney (2008).
This act would not be repealed until 2003 for most of the United Kingdom aside from Scotland which repealed the act in 2000. Although this piece of legislation was centred on homosexuality with all legislation affecting the Trans community it had a bleed-out effect that touched the entire spectrum of the LGBTQIA+ community which can be seen in the other examples throughout this paper. Section 28 holds significance to this paper’s overall discussion as it is an example of how political parties in Britain can weaponize the media to normalise discrimination and how often minority groups are purposely targeted to push an agenda (Bham.ac.uk, 2022).  Furthermore, it demonstrates that although these pieces of legislation can be repealed during the LGBTQI+ community into a sense of safety, legislation similar to Section 28 is still very much being discussed within the UK government, for example, a draft of non-statutory guidance regarding Gender Questioning Children in England published in 2023 as outlined by PinkNews uses combative language, states that teachers can decline to use pupils preferred pronouns, advises a cautious approach to social transitioning and states that pupils should use toilets, showers and changing rooms of their biological sex unless it causes distress. Although this simplified list is regarding a non-statutory draft for England it still stands as an example of the continuous policing the Trans community has and continues to face (Perry, 2023).
In 1994 the UK Full Court received a case submission that would go on to become a celebrated landmark within the European Court of Justice for the LGBTQIA+ community for the court’s decision in 1996. A simplified summary of P v S and Cornwall County Council taken from the European Court reports of 1996 entails a Trans woman’s dismissal from her place of work after informing her employers of her gender reassignment surgery, however, the place of employment claimed that the dismissal was due to a redundancy (Europa.eu., 2024). In short, the tribunal urged the Court to rule that P had been dismissed due to her surgery and this case was ruled in P’s favour establishing the first piece of case law preventing discrimination in employment (Whittle, 2002). 
This case and the court’s decision as emphasised by Bell 1999 opened the question of ‘What is sexual discrimination?’ and brought to the surface the “underlying objective of anti-discrimination legislation to break down gendered stereotypes” (Bell, 1999). During the 1990’s the trans community in Britain had very little government protection in ways of legislation. The Sexual Discrimination Act of 1975 protecting men and women from discrimination on grounds of sex or marital status would often not quite extend to the Trans community and it would not be until 1999 that the act would go on to be amended to include people intending to have or having Gender Reassignment Surgery (Legislation.gov.uk, 2024). P v S and Cornwall County Council was a small but positive step forward for the fight against Transgender discrimination in the UK. Although its impact was minor its relevancy in this paper's larger argument remains valuable as it serves as an example of how a court decision can safeguard Trans individuals within the work space allowing for wider validation by acknowledging and including individuals lessens workplace discrimination and empowering them to show courage in the face of adversity. 
The 2000s brought with it an “unprecedented awareness of Trans people in social and cultural spheres in the UK” (Hines, 2007). Part of this awareness comes from The Gender Recognition Act (GRA) passed in 2004 in the Blair era. The act allows individuals suffering from gender dysphoria 10 (see glossary) legal recognition to identify as their preferred sex by obtaining a gender recognition certificate which essentially functions as a new birth certificate (Armitage, 2020). To secure one of these certificates, however, there is quite a lengthy application process requiring two years’ worth of evidence of living as their preferred gender together with in-depth medical reports (Legislation.gov.uk.,2024). It would be this process that would bring the act under criticism as highlighted by the Scottish Government's review of the act stating “the existing process is demeaning, intrusive, distressing or stressful for applicants” (The Scottish Government, 2018). This understanding of the negative connotations of the GRA for the Trans community led to discussions of potential reform with a Self I.D system instead which saw a new and uncomfortable emergence of backlash. 
The 2000s function as one of the first periods that bring forward the major themes of this paper’s argument as within this period of what should be a largely positive change a pattern starts to emerge; backlash from minority ‘Feminist’ groups starts becoming more apparent as put forward by Hines (2020) (the growth of will be explored later on). In addition to this, a very clear anti-Trans rhetoric started to emerge within the British media as explored by Armitage (2020). 
The GRA stands as one of the most important pieces of legislation for Transgender rights referenced in this paper and its passing brought with it a new wave of queer debate amongst scholars and within the general public. The attempted later amendments to the Act function as the perfect viewing post to understanding how the Trans community became the target of moral panic given their deviation away from the established understanding of sex and gender and the way that certain ‘Feminist’ groups and the general public constructed them as a threat (Craig McLean, 2021). 
A new and interesting tension begins to come to a head in the twenties with the emergence of backlash beginning to appear in the early two thousands in part due to the introduction of the GRA and its proposed reform. The 10s in Britain saw a prominent repeat of the same pattern. The Equality Act 2010 commenced on the 1st of October during Gordon Brown’s run as Prime Minister it was revolutionary in the protection that it offered people against workplace discrimination. Following Brown, however, David Cameron's era of ministry saw the beginning of quite a politically turbulent era for Britain, especially with the first steps of the referendum and what would become a push for Brexit, introducing side issues that would impact the Trans community.  Nevertheless, The Equality Act provided safeguarding based on nine important characteristics such as disability, sexual orientation, and gender reassignment. The passing of the Equality Act marks the emergence of patterns regarding British attitudes towards the growth of Trans rights. 
The first and more pertinent is that at the end of the twenty-tens the start of the founding of what would go on to become some of the most influential Anti-Trans groups in the UK;  Hands Across the Aisle Coalition formed in 2017 which despite being primarily American group has had an undeniable impact, For Women Scotland formed 2018 has received support from one of the most vocal and influential Anti-Trans figures in Britain J.K. Rowling and the LGB Alliance formed in 2019 in opposition to the LGBTQIA+ policies of Stonewall regarding Transgender issues (McKee, 2024); (Ravell, 2023). These groups and their impact on the British Trans community are covered in more depth further into the paper.

The second is a smaller pattern that appears in the legislation, Section 28 a piece of legislation that had a negative impact on LQBTQIA+ rights was passed by the Conservative Party (also referred to as the Tory Party) a pattern that becomes even more visible in the 2020s, whereas the Labour Party passed the GRA and the EA; Rayside, D.M. (1992) explains in his paper regarding Class and Homophobia within England “Class differences are particularly important in the development of gender ideology, which substantially overlaps the development of norms about same-sex orientation” (Rayside, 1992). This suggests that an argument could be made that when Britain is experiencing a period of Conservative leadership, the legislation passed may reflect this.

Bringing the timeline closer to the current time the twenty-twenties this period has experienced a significant amount of political instability carrying over from the Cameron Ministry (Beech, M., & Lee.S, 2023). From 2019 to the current year 2024, Britain has seen four Prime Ministers all of which were Conservative including Prime Minister Rishi Sunak (current prime minister at time of writing). As previously suggested when Britain is undergoing a period of Conservative leadership, the legislation passed will often reflect an anti-trans agenda.
This pattern of changing political leadership impacting Transgender rights is not unique to Britain and is often being mirrored by American politics as seen by the Trump administration that began in 2017 and led to a rise of Anti-Trans sentiment and legislation such as the quite infamous ‘Bathroom Ban’ 11 (see glossary). In his 2021 paper The Growth of the Anti-Transgender Movement in the United Kingdom. The Silent Radicalization of the British Electorate Craig McLean comments on this pattern stating.
“At the time of writing, so-called bathroom bills remain a live issue in many of the U.S. states. The casual observer of American politics might be surprised to discover, however, that these anti-trans arguments are being replayed almost verbatim within the United Kingdom” (McLean, 2021).
This bathroom debate functions well as our crossing-over point to the Public Buildings Regulation Amendments 2023 and the discussions it brought with it in the British media. This seemingly unimportant government measure explained was an effort by the Tory party to ‘protect’ single-sex spaces by implementing a rule that stated “all new non-domestic public and private buildings will be required to provide separate single-sex toilets” (Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, The Rt Hon Kemi Badenoch MP, and Baroness Scott of Bybrook OBE, 2023). This small piece of legislation is quite sinister in its implementation as the Tory party's overall arguments as to why this was put in place are integral to some of this paper's overall arguments that are covered in depth at later points namely the false pretence of ‘protecting’ women’s spaces, its hidden motives against the Trans community and the responsibility of British Feminist groups. 






[bookmark: _Toc178241005][bookmark: _Hlk168397559]Chapter 2- Three gender-critical feminist groups in the UK and their Thoughts within the Trans Debate

This chapter of the dissertation aims to explore more deeply three ‘Feminist’ groups in the UK that publicly promote the exclusion, erasure, and misinformation of the Trans community. This chapter aims to examine two of the major arguments and themes published by the groups and compare these arguments with the scholarship gathered to present both sides of the Trans debate from both ‘Feminist’ groups and relevant scholarship. 
[bookmark: _Toc178241006]The LGB Alliance  
Starting with analysing the first group a British non-profit organisation named the LGB Alliance, was founded in October 2019 in opposition to the Trans policies introduced by Stonewall. The group states that the “LGB Alliance is a charity that supports lesbian, gay and bisexual people by building community, providing high-quality information, being a source of inspiration for people who feel marginalised” (LGBALLIANCE, LGB Alliance About, 2024). The group presents itself to be in support of women’s reproductive rights and bodily autonomy and the fight to conserve all the rights secured by women, gay men, lesbian women and both bisexual men and women seemingly depicting itself as a charity concerned with Feminism and gay rights (LGBALLIANCE, LGB Alliance Purpose , 2024) 
One of the major viewpoints of the LGB is “the reality of biological sex matters,” ‘Reality’ as presented by the LBG is that human sex is binary and determined at conception further stating whether capable of production or not male and female biology promotes the creation of sperm and eggs (LGBALLIANCE, LGB Alliance Myths, 2024). On their resource page, the LGB declare some Trans people as “Some people with male anatomy referring to themselves as lesbians” and “males who are self-identified ‘lesbians’” showcasing the value they hold to gender essentialism. The LGB assert clearly that they believe the concerns of those oriented to same-sex or bisexuals differ from those of Trans people and as such believe that government bills on matters like conversion therapy 12(see glossary) should be drafted separately (LGBALLIANCE, 2024). 
The second major viewpoint of the LGB is regarding the government ban on conversion therapy. The organisation has faced significant criticism from many other LGBTQIA+ groups for their stance on this topic like Stonewall and Mermaids, in fact in 2021 Mermaids attempted to challenge the Charity Commission's decision to register LGB as a charity but failed (GOV.UK, 2021). Here are some of the group's public thoughts about conversion therapy, the first being that the prohibition on therapists “probing client's minds” is unfair as it may lead to ‘conversion therapy’ as lesbian and gay people “may come to believe they are transgender when they are not” (LGBALLIANCE, 2024). The second is that they hold the view that puberty blockers 13 (see glossary) are the largest culprit of conversion therapy to “teens claiming to be the opposite sex” (LGBALLIANCE, 2024). In the same vein, the LGB also consider the gender-affirming care 14 (see glossary) of binding  15 (see glossary) and chest binders 16 (see glossary) to be harmful and view them “as a kind of conversion therapy for young lesbians”
Having examined the LGB’s key beliefs an opportunity arises to juxtapose the primary arguments presented with the evidence collected from scholarly research. In regards to the LGB’s first belief that human sex is binary and assigned at birth, Hines offers that “reducing womanhood to reproductive capacity undoes decades of feminist work” Although the LGB includes both male and female reproductive biology their definition still heavily relies on reproductive capacity (Hines, 2020, p. 701). Building upon this line of academic thought Armitage proposes that the biologically determined definition of womanhood, which determines a person's assigned sex, has been criticised for being exclusive and used to justify the inappropriate and discriminatory policing of certain bodies to "verify" a person's gender, especially for women of colour and gender non-conforming women (Armitage, 2020, p. 17).
On the subject of the LGB’s presentation on the issue of conversion therapy, the group dedicates a large portion of their argument to the ‘concern for young people’ and the safeguarding of children, particularly from a ‘path of lifetime medicalisation with permanent ramifications that some may regret’ (LGBALLIANCE, 2024). Concerning this issue Durgarte and McMillian put forward that “Gendered notions of women and children as fragile and in need of protection are effective as they have long been used as a means of legitimising perceived threats” (Turnbull-Dugarte & McMillan, 2022, p. 639). Armitage further highlights this viewpoint that “the use of children has been an important theme in anti-trans rhetoric, including concerning sexual threat and anxieties. Trans children are constructed as not truly trans, but rather as exploited and misled by a trans ‘agenda’” as seen by the arguments presented by the LGB (Armitage, 2020, p. 23). 
[bookmark: _Toc178241007]For Women Scotland 
Moving on to analysing the second organisation a Scottish grassroots women’s group called For Women Scotland, which was founded in June 2018 in response to the proposed reforms surrounding the GRA, particularly the suggestion of Self-ID laws (FWS, For Women Scotland About , 2024). The main aims of the group include “Protecting ‘sex’ in law policy, helping people speak up and promoting evidence-based discussions” and advertising that they “believe there are only two sexes, that a person's sex is not a choice, nor can it be changed” (FWS, For Womens Scotland Main Page , 2014). The organisation holds itself to ensuring the “dignity, safety and fairness” of women and that they campaign on a “positive, pro-women basis” (FWS, For Women Scotland About , 2024). 
One of For Women’s Scotland’s major arguing points is that the rights that the Trans community (Trans women in particular) are fighting to secure are endangering women and women’s rights. For example, in a leaflet published by the group regarding a judicial review appeal towards the Equality Act 2010 expanding to recognised sex in law rather than biological sex. The group states that they believe this to be incorrect as ‘sex’ under common law refers to only biological sex and interpreting it differently leads to “significant
inconsistencies and incoherence which cause detriment to women” (FWS, For Women Scotland Leaflet Catalogue, 2024). In another leaflet about the proposed GRA reform the group published that “‘Woman’ and ‘man’ will no longer have biological meaning in law and this will destroy many rights that we take for granted” (FWS, Ban The BIll Gender Recognition Reform , 2020).
The second primary argument and theme constantly mentioned by For Women Scotland is the perpetuation of the stereotype that Transgender people (Trans women more so) are sexual deviants. Throughout the groups, websites and leaflets accessed through their catalogue, points surrounding unisex bathrooms or changing spaces are often linked to sexual abuse. For example, on their ‘Did you know’ page the group claims that “despite less than half of changing rooms in swimming pools and sports centres being mixed sex, 90% of sexual assaults have happened in them” (FWS, For Women Scotland Did you know..., 2024). Although this source is now inaccessible on the group's site, it is possible that this statistic was taken from a 2018 article that stated: “Just under 90 per cent of complaints regarding changing room sexual assaults, voyeurism and harassment are about incidents in unisex facilities” (Gilligan, 2018). One thing to consider about this statistic is that a 2021 investigation by the Independent Press Standards Organisation stated, “The publication said this was based on extensive research and FOI requests to police forces around the country. It said it could not provide the FOI request as the journalist was no longer working at the publication” The Times was unable to provide the origin of these statistics. Secondly, the journalist in question has previously had his claims about the Trans community heavily criticised due to personal bias (ipso, 2021); (McCarthy, 2023).
After reviewing the group's ‘concerns’ relating to the Trans community's effect on women’s safety, particularly the group's belief that moving away from the ‘importance’ of biology under the law would lead to the collapse of the rights women have secured. In their study, Durgarte & McMillan offer that “opponents that leverage issue frames that appeal to concerns regarding women's safety are effective at depressing support for trans rights” (Turnbull-Dugarte & McMillan, 2022, p. 631). The framing of women’s welfare as being ‘put at risk’ is a highly effective scare tactic as the study found it to greatly affect women when the issue is presented to them through ‘feminist groups’ ensuring a decrease in protection awarded to Trans individuals (Turnbull-Dugarte & McMillan, 2022, p. 650). 
On the group's trend of relating Trans issues to predatory behaviour as seen through several published leaflets, McLean writes that “trans-exclusionary feminism generates outrage through constructing all trans women as dangerous in response to isolated incidents” (McLean, 2021, p. 479). In addition to this McLean states that “through having their agendas accepted uncritically and platformed by the media, these GC lobby groups have been able to pressurize the trans community into defending themselves against “reasonable concerns” allegations that they may be sexual predators” (McLean, 2021, p. 479). Similar to that of ‘women’s safety being at risk’ this alarmist talk surrounding the stereotyping of the LGBTQIA+ community as ‘sexual predators’ in the UK can be seen going back to the 50s most likely influenced by Western Christian religious ideology as highlighted by Butler in Armitage’s 2020 paper quote “This Christian perspective considers dichotomous gender roles- as determined irrefutably by assigned sex- to be dictated by God as truth” (Armitage, 2020); (Butler, Judith Butler: the backlash against “gender ideology” must stop, 2019).
[bookmark: _Toc178241008]Woman’s Place UK
The third final UK ‘feminist’ group whose beliefs will be further examined is called Woman’s Place UK, founded in September 2017 the group was created in response to the proposed reforms of the GRA stating that they wanted to “ensure women’s voices would be heard and since then had evolved to broader women’s rights” (WPUK, About, 2024). The group holds the belief that “Sex matters” and that “The law must be strengthened to ensure that all women who want or need single-sex spaces can access them without resorting to extraordinary measures” (WPUK, About, 2024). Woman’s Place UK upholds that they support, fight, and protect the rights of women and girls in the UK.
One of the major topics that Woman’s Place UK covers extensively is female participation in sport, in an open letter to the Scottish government titled Evidence to the Scottish Government: Female Participation in Sport published on the 19th of December 2022 the group outlines some of their major beliefs on the topic. The group holds the opinion that “Males, however they identify, do not belong in women’s sports under any circumstances… Nobody can change their sex. Women’s sport is exclusively for those born female” (WPUK, 2022). Similar to the points raised by the LGB and FWS, Woman’s Place UK holds biological sex to be highly important and that the shift away from the recognition of biological sex is leading to ‘discrimination’ against biologically female participants in sports and “This will inevitably deprive them of competitive opportunities, podium places, sponsorship and earning capacity” (WPUK, 2022).
In the open letter to the Scottish government, the group also brings attention to their belief that they along with several Scottish female athletes are being ‘silenced’ quote “Research with female Olympic athletes which includes a Scottish Olympian, finds that they feel silenced by being called bigoted and transphobic. As a consequence, the fundamental right to freedom of expression is compromised” (WPUK, 2022); (Devine, 2021). Devine’s paper cited by the group concerning this ‘issue’ however, is critically examined by Burke who offers that outdated gender essentialist assumptions heavily influence Devine’s position and challenges the claim that trans women pose a threat to cisgender women citing the lack of evidence further stating that although there may be validity to the concerns this concern should not be used to justify exclusion (Burke, 2022).
On the topic of women’s sports and the process surrounding gender verification in Olympic sports, Hines notes that “Attempts to define ‘woman’ on the bases of biology or genetics, then, raises a range of sticky questions for the rights of trans, cis, and/or intersex women… The reduction of gender to sex within some strains of feminism is thus scientifically as well as politically problematic” (Hines, Sex wars and (trans) gender panics: Identity and body politics in contemporary UK feminism , 2020, p. 709). Concerning the exclusion of Trans women Hines cites an incident that took place in the 2020 Olympics where a large number of gender-critical feminists publicly debated and questioned the gender of successful Chinese athletes highlighting “the white Western-centric lens through which gender is, literally, seen, and reinstated by misogynistic tropes of how women’s bodies should appear in order to be recognised and valued” (Hines, 2020, p. 713).
Relating to the belief held by Woman’s Place UK that they are being ‘silenced’ McCann presents that “Re-presenting hate speech and harassment as not merely an opinion but a right paradoxically draws on human rights discourse to effectively suppress the rights of trans people to live free from discrimination” (Montiel-McCann, 2022, p. 2971). This paradox is very much apparent in the group's published beliefs as despite the group’s stance being “against all forms of discrimination” the organisation still continuously upholds the belief that Trans women are males and does not recognise them as anything else discriminating against them as a result, continuing the paradox (WPUK, About, 2024). 
In conclusion, these groups operate under the guise of ‘feminist issues’ to promote their opinions that at best are misplaced concerns and at worst transphobic hate speech (particularly in the case of FWS). All three of these groups to some extent hold gender essentialist views to a substantial degree often citing biology as the basis for their arguments regarding their belief that Trans women due to being biologically male will never be women which is an unusually cruel form of gatekeeping in regards to the concept of womanhood. In addition to this the protection of women, and girls and the rights secured by them are also utilised in a way that positions the Trans community to be this “boogeymen” coming to take away or jeopardise women’s rights. This is not the case. The Trans community like any marginalised group have been and still is fighting for their rights alongside women rather than in opposition to them. To quote McCann “Feminism, as I see it, is the collective struggle to end gender discrimination, that necessitates solidarity among all and gender-oppressed people” (Montiel-McCann, 2022, pp. 2975, 2976).






[bookmark: _Hlk167102890]
[bookmark: _Toc178241009]Chapter 3- Tactics Used by gender-critical Feminists on social media

This chapter explores the role of the media in the debate surrounding the Trans community. The goals of this section are to analyse how ‘feminist’ groups (previously discussed) are weaponizing the media to broadcast their beliefs by the analysis of social media posts and scholarly discussions regarding the weaponisation of the British media and its role in the perpetuation of harmful discourse. Overall, this chapter’s goal is to put forward the argument that there is a clear transphobic agenda within certain ‘feminist’ groups' media platforms and the British media placing the Trans community under intense and sometimes dangerous scrutiny.
The main focus of this dissertation is how UK ‘feminist’ groups have become Trans-exclusionary, as such examining the ways in which these groups have utilised the media to broadcast their minority opinion so effectively as to influence a large portion of the public debate. It provides a valuable wider perspective on the evolution of certain groups' marginalisation of the Trans community. 
[image: ]The LGB Alliance has a range of social media platforms in which the group frequently shares its beliefs and engages in public debate, ranging from X and Facebook as well as having their own news section on their website. By briefly scrutinising the group's Facebook posts a few noticeable and previously identified themes can be seen. The first is that the Trans community are often completely dismissed by the group -as seen by a Facebook post taken from their page (See Figure 3) the post refers to the majority of young people prescribed puberty blockers as being “gay or bisexual” (LGB, Facebook, 2024). Bucholtz and Hall cover this tactic of purposeful dismissal regarding “Authorisation and illegitimation,” quote “Illegitimation, addresses the ways in which identities are dismissed, censored, or simply ignored” (Bucholtz & Hall, 2005); (McCann, 2022). Figure 3- Screenshot of LGB’s Facebook page, post made 18/04/24, screenshot taken 24/04/24 
Source- https://www.facebook.com/LGBAllianceUK


Going further back into the group's posts on X different forms of weaponisation can also be seen, for example, in a post from 2020 (See Figure 4) a familiar tactic previously discussed can be seen being used specifically the ‘Silenced’ tactic. Figure 4- Screenshot of LGB’s X page, post made 12/09/20, screenshot taken 24/04/2024
Source- https://twitter.com/AllianceLGB

[image: ]
[image: ]As McCann offers this tactic encourages an “’us versus them’ narrative is manufactured, in which the ‘us’ that the reader is encouraged to align with is not characterised as anti-trans, but rather as pro-free speech” (McCann, 2022, pp. 2971). Applying Dinnage’s research the language used in this post (Figure 4) “horrified, death threats and abuse” reverses the discourse to position those pushing back against harmful rhetoric as “perpetrators of radical violence” (Dinnage, 2022); (LGB, X, 2020). 
A statement was published by the group in 2021 regarding what the LGB referred to as a “shocking incident” (See Figure 5). The incident in question was a member of the protest wearing LGB merchandise seeking police escort for “personal protection” from Trans activists peacefully chanting ‘Trans lives matter’ and allegedly having his hat stolen (Maidment, 2021). It is important to point out that this statement was liked by over three thousand people and broadcast to a potential audience of seventy-eight thousand (based on the group's current follow count) (LGB, X, 2024). Given the influential impact of having a significant social media presence, it is critical to emphasise and question the image portrayed to possibly tens of thousands of media consumers (Dinnage, 2022, p. 4).Figure 5- Screenshot of LGB’s X Page, post made 29/08/21, screenshot taken 24/04/24
Source- https://twitter.com/AllianceLGB



Similarly to the LGB Alliance, For Women Scotland also frequently uses both X and Facebook to broadcast their side of the Trans debate in addition to an entire section of their site dedicated to the group's contributions to TV, radio, podcasts, and newspapers (FWS, FWS in the Media). An argument could be made that For Women Scotland weaponizes their social media platforms in a notably problematic way engaging in misgendering 17 (see glossary) and spreading misinformation which is highlighted through the analysis of a selection of their posts. 
[image: ]Researching the For Women Scotland’s X page reveals a few unique ways the group weaponizes the media, for example, a post from 2023 (See Figure 6) Certain X usernames have been hidden for privacy





Figure 6- Screenshot of FWS’s X Page, post made 31/07/23
Source- https://twitter.com/ForwomenScot


shows the group directly addressing Costa Coffee © concerning a mural placed on the side of a coffee van depicting a person with visible top surgery 8 (see Glossary) scars. Applying Dinnage’s critical analysis of Transphobic discourse the group's use of phrases like “glorification, distressing, offensive and suffered” all serve to position this mural as causing genuine harm to a group of people perceived as vulnerable such as people who have experienced breast cancer (FWS, X, 2023); (Dinnage, 2022). 
The apparent ‘offence’ experienced by cisgender women from the mural is weaponised as it is deemed more important than the inclusion of the Trans community and normalisation of top surgery scars. Zanghellini offers that “the idea that trans-inclusive utterances could deny or cause illocutionary harm to cissexual realities is… philosophically unintelligible” (Zanghellini, 2020, p. 7).
[image: ]The group also engages in deliberate public misgendering of members of the Trans community, for example, (See Figure 7). 


[image: ]



Figure 7- Screenshot of FWS’s X Page, post made 17/11/23
Source- https://twitter.com/ForwomenScot


Here the group inconsiderately refers to a Transgender woman as “Male” and purposely uses incorrect pronouns such as “he/him” (FWS, X, 2023). When certain ‘feminist’ groups use deadnaming, incorrect pronouns, transphobic language or principles that invalidate Trans individuals, it is often a way to disregard and demean the Trans community. This form of weaponisation is intended to reinforce the idea that gender is unchangeable and bolsters the group's belief that Transgenderism is an inauthentic expression of gender (Zanghellini, 2020, p. 7).
The third key ‘feminist’ group that this dissertation aiming to explore, Woman’s Place UK also frequently engage on both Facebook and X in addition to running their blog hosted on their website (WPUK, Blog, 2024). Similar to the tactics used by Women for Scotland, Woman’s Place UK also weaponizes its social media platform to engage in misgendering of Trans individuals (See Figure 8). 
[image: ]



Figure 8- Screenshot of WPUK’s X page, post made 26/09/2022, screenshot taken 26/04/2024
Source- https://twitter.com/Womans_Place_UK



A 2022 post made by the group shows them referring to British genderfluid 9 (see glossary ) comedian and activist Eddie Izzard (also known as Suzy) as “not a woman” and ‘not belonging’ “on a woman’s shortlist” despite the comedian publicly going by she/her pronouns (WPUK, X, 2022); (Stolworthy, 2022). Hines writes “In recent years, then, UK organisations have sought to isolate sex from gender, placing it as the apex of what makes a woman” (Hines, Sex wars and (trans) gender panics: Identity and body politics in contemporary UK feminism, 2020). 
[image: ]The group's argument posits that the inclusion of Trans (or genderfluid in this instance) individuals is undermining women’s rights and that Transgenderism is a threat to the concept and application of women's rights as human rights. Woman’s Place UK, like the other ‘feminist’ groups explored in this research, disregard the more “nuanced understandings of gender and womanhood” in the media they broadcast in favour of pushing their beliefs that being a woman as being only limited to those assigned female at birth (Armitage, 2020, p. 16).Following the ways that Women for Scotland weaponizes the media an argument could be made that Woman’s Place UK’s post (See Figure 9) might be exploiting the emotional response of an audience when faced with the trauma individuals have historically experienced at the hands of men (Armitage, 2020, p. 18). Figure 9- Screenshot of WPUK’s X page, post made 27/03/2024, screenshot taken 26/04/2024
Source- https://twitter.com/Womans_Place_UK

Critically examining the article shared by the group can reveal several key points. One is that the article presents a clear bias towards Trans-exclusionary views positioning the Trans community as a threat towards cisgender women rather than a marginalised group that deserves support and protection. Dillon writes “As always, the most vulnerable women pay the price” unintentionally this statement is alarmingly true but not for the argument Dillion is presenting (WPUK, X, 2024). Applying Dinnage’s critical analysis of Transphobic discourse the article could be seen as highly apathetic to the other side of the debate relying on emotive language and personal opinion to manipulate the narrative (Dinnage, 2022). A reminder that these issues should be covered with empathy and respect towards all people -Transgender people included- should not be necessary. 
After analysing the ways that gender-critical ‘feminist’ groups can use a range of tactics on social media to broadcast their beliefs a clear pattern can be seen across all three groups. The first is the manipulation of news stories and the use of biased sources to solidify the authority of their statements on social media. The second utilised by Women for Scotland and Women’s Place UK, misgendering and deadnaming are deployed to delegitimise Trans identities and any backlash the group experiences can be labelled as a violation of freedom of speech.


















[bookmark: _Toc178241010]Chapter 4- The Evidence Against British Newspapers

[bookmark: _Toc178241011]The Guardian 
Trans-exclusionary groups like Women for Scotland and the LGB Alliance can broadcast their thoughts and beliefs freely on social media with little moderation by the platforms. The policies and moderators of the platform decide how to enforce regulations on problematic behaviour such as hate speech and discrimination based on platform policies, and as freedom of speech is often a large priority of social media platforms other problematic behaviours such as purposeful misgendering and deadnaming are often dismissed under the dubious cloak of ‘free speech’ (McLean, 2021, pg. 479). 
Although social media platforms like Facebook and X exist within the ‘Wild West’ of open (largely unmoderated) internet debate that focuses on personal opinion, a substantial case could be made that the intensifying hostility to Trans inclusion also stretches to British Newspapers like The Guardian. In Capitalism’s Conscience: 200 Years of The Guardian, Pfannebecker and Kay examine how The Guardian has provided a platform for feminism that prioritises biological essentialism over trans rights. It also looks at how centrist politics have affected feminist discourse in the media and the background of Jeremy Corbyn's tenure as leader of the Labour Party. The chapter examines how some feminist viewpoints have aligned with centrist politics, creating opposition to transgender people's acceptance in British culture (Pfannebecker & Kay, 2021). Pfannebecker and Kay argue that Transphobia is a widespread phenomenon in UK politics, but its most prominent manifestation in mainstream feminist discourse within British newspapers provides evidence of a centrist radicalisation that weaponizes the debate to mask the cracks of political divisions following the 2007 financial crisis, Brexit, and the Trump administration (Pfannebecker & Kay, 2021, p. 131).
[bookmark: _Toc178241012]The Times and The Telegraph 
The Guardian is not the only British newspaper that lends itself to bolstering the case of intensifying Transphobic sentiment. McCann in her 2022 paper examines how Trans identity is represented across three different British papers including The Times and The Telegraph. McCann also examines how newspapers portray Trans people to normalise or "other" their identities through feminist critical discourse analysis (McCann, 2022). The media's classification of Trans women as "women," which keeps them from practising their civil and human rights, is criticised in this paper. According to McCann, presenting Trans identity as a topic for discussion dehumanises Trans people and silences their voices in discussions held within mainstream media (McCann, 2022, pg. 2963).
Throughout her analysis, McCann holds that The Times and The Telegraph both weaponize the ‘Trans rights are dangerous’ side of public discourse, they do this by withholding the Trans community their voice and instead lending a large portion of their platforms to the beliefs of gender critical feminists (McCann, 2022, pg. 2974). This loud minority are then given wide-reaching news sources that push the opinion that the progression of Trans rights is a threat to the rights cisgender women have secured, effectively pitting feminist factions against each other. This creates a divide within British feminism that renders all parties vulnerable to harassment by other sources of oppression caused by the unequal distribution of power. With the Trans community making up only a “small proportion of the population” the prevalent anti-Trans sentiment circulated by British newspapers makes an already vulnerable minority the scapegoat for intense negative public opinion (Dugarte & McMillan, 2022, pg.639). 
Unfortunately, this vulnerability partly created by the negative press has had undeniable ramifications on people's lives such as the tragic case of Lucy Meadows. Ms Meadows was a British schoolteacher whose gender reassignment surgery was announced by her place of employment which was then covered ruthlessly by local and national media (Smith, 2017). The most notorious article was written by The Daily Mail (which is no longer available to read on the site), this article featured many of the literary tactics already covered in this research such as weaponizing children and misgendering. Finding herself at the centre of a national media frenzy angled to assassinate her character Ms Meadows committed suicide in 2013 (Faye, 2021). 
A 2018 research article written by Kat Gupta examined the tendency of British newspapers to misgender Trans individuals, especially during the coverage of Ms Meadow's transition. Gupta highlights how deeply negative media representation impacts the mental health of the Trans community quote “Considerable numbers of transgender people have reported anger, unhappiness, exclusion and fear as a result of poor media reporting on transgender issues” (Gupta, 2019). The ethics employed by reporting outlets is discussed at length by Gupta, particularly concerning the impact of negative press on the Trans community and the Leverson Inquiry. The Leveson Inquiry was a legal investigation into the ethics of the British press after the 2007 News of the World phone hacking incident, Ms Meadows's death happened shortly after the inquiry (Davies and Hill, 2011). However, the Trans Media Watch submitted evidence spotlighting the damaging press and the tactics commonly used such as misgendering, dead naming and the use of demeaning language. All of which are also highlighted in this dissertation. 
Gupta argues that despite the inquiry and its coverage the behaviour of the British press towards the Trans community continued to persevere failing to learn from Ms Meadow’s death and the media’s role in it. The discussion underscores the ongoing need for responsible publishing and the protection of vulnerable groups from harmful reporting practices (Gupta, 2019). Over a decade after this article’s publication, this dissertation observes the still lacking decorum of in the British press and specifically within social media. Very little progress has been made towards safeguarding the Trans community from widely used harmful media practices still despite the Trans community’s voice becoming more prominent over the last decade. 


















[bookmark: _Toc178241013][bookmark: _Hlk167102811][bookmark: _Hlk170303665]Chapter 5- Trans-inclusive feminist groups and the importance of intersectionality 

This chapter moves away from the more Trans-exclusionary mindset and aims instead to demonstrate a more positive outlook on the Transgender debate within the UK feminist movement. Throughout this research, there has been a large focus on the potentially adverse facets of the debate surrounding the exclusion of the Trans community by British feminism and so examining the Trans-inclusive side of the feminist movement can showcase the more intersectional approaches to feminism whose ideologies this paper is largely situated within. This chapter aims to mirror Chapter Two which examined three Trans exclusionary groups and their manifestos and instead analyse three Trans-inclusive feminist groups in the UK comparing the beliefs of those groups with the gender-critical feminists in addition to dedicating some space to examining the achievements of the Trans community in the UK. 
Until this point, this dissertation’s key focus has been on the Trans-exclusionary ‘feminist’ groups in the UK. However, several inclusive groups within the UK stand to uphold and progress women’s rights alongside the Trans community in contrast to the other groups previously examined. Similar to this research these groups' ideologies and beliefs are situated within an intersectional feminist framework that focuses on the ways race, class, gender, and disability affect women. Establishing connections between diverse areas of feminism strengthens the movement as a whole and is crucial for a feminist’s dedication to social justice (Hines, 2020, p. 712). 
[bookmark: _Toc178241014]Sisters Uncut 
Founded in 2014 Sisters Uncut was created in response to the drastic cuts made to domestic violence services in England and Wales under the coalition government. According to a 2012 report “Thirty-one percent of the funding to the domestic violence and sexual abuse sector from local authorities was cut between 2010/11 to 2011/12, a reduction from £7.8 million to £5.4 million” (Towers and Walby, 2012). It was these cuts and the growing concerns around the depleting resources for victims or survivors of domestic abuse that led to the group's creation. Under the ‘Why we are fighting’ tab of the group’s website it reads “2 women a week are killed by a partner or ex-partner, 1 in 2 survivors turned away from refuge and refuge funding cut by ¼ since 2010” (Sisters Uncut, 2018).
In regards to the group's position and beliefs on Transgender inclusion within UK feminist spaces, on the organisation's FAQs tab, it states “Our meetings should be inclusive and supportive spaces for all women (trans, intersex and cis) and all nonbinary, agender and gender variant people. Self-definition is at the sole discretion of that individual. We do not police gender in our spaces” (Sisters Uncut, 2018). One of the group’s beliefs stated in their ‘Feministo’ is that as an intersectional feminist group, it is important to fight the other forms of oppression such as racism, transphobia, antisemitism etc. The group states “We fight for the safety of all of our siblings: we work in solidarity with the movements for trans liberation and sex worker rights” (Sisters Uncut, 2018). 
[bookmark: _Toc178241015]Engender 
The second Trans inclusive group is a Scottish anti-sexist group founded in 1993 as a research organisation. The group’s major goal is to “Work to dismantle structural sexism to increase women’s social, political and economic equality, and enable women’s rights” (Engender, 2024). The group openly places the intersectional and inclusive ideology on their home page stating “We believe in intersectional, inclusive feminism” (Engender, 2024). 
On the group's stance on Transgender inclusivity within UK feminism Engender offers many public beliefs, the first being similar to Sisters Uncut that Scottish women face multiple areas of discrimination and “fighting for gender equality ensures positive change for all women including transgender women, black women, disabled women Etc” (Engender Blog, 2016). In a Blog titled ‘Frequently Asked Questions: women’s Equality and the gender recognition act,’ the organisation answered several questions concerning their stance on Trans Inclusion and the GRA. The first was that during the GRA’s proposed reform debate Engender welcomed the reform and viewed the reform as “a positive step forward” (Engender, 2017). The second is that in a follow-up to how the group came to this position, they stated “Our organisations have a long history of deliberation on the interrelationship between trans equality and rights and women’s equality and rights” (Engender, 2017). Finally, the group has stated that Trans women have enriched and supported the movement through volunteering and becoming valued members of staff within the group, showcasing the ways that feminist groups can work with the Trans community. 
[bookmark: _Toc178241016]Women’s Equality Network Wales
The third organisation is a network of over 700 organisations and individuals, WEN was established in 2011 with the key aim of freeing Wales from gender discrimination. As a whole the organisation’s manifesto explains that it recognises the diverse experiences of women and is united in fighting “discrimination and abuse experienced by trans women as women” (WEN, 2018, p. 2). Under the group's eighth point of their manifesto ‘women and girls face health inequalities;’ they highlight and prioritise Trans health and gender care as part of women’s health. In addition to this under their eighth point of suggested solutions, ‘Women’s health and well-being is prioritised’ the group wants the Welsh Government to ensure that services are accessible including Transgender services and Trans-aware health screening (WEN, 2018, p. 15). 
In contrast with the gender-critical feminist groups examined in chapters two and three, the Trans inclusionary feminist organisations hold separate ideologies despite the fact both of the party's major aims and objectives often overlap. Comparing the six groups’ Sisters Uncut was founded largely in response to the cuts in funding for domestic violence services and WFS believes in ensuring the safety of women. WEN Wales highlights and prioritises the need for better health care for women and the LGB Alliance supports and prioritises women’s reproductive rights. And finally, Engender works to dismantle institutional sexism to increase women’s equality and WPUK wants to ensure women’s voices are heard to broaden women’s rights. Despite the common ground that these groups share ultimately, it is the gender-critical feminist group's dismissal, isolation and often blatant harassment of the Trans community that divides them preventing a united front on the sole basis of not meeting their criteria for ‘being a woman.’ 
Armitage proposes that by acknowledging that sex is not solely determined by biology, but rather influenced by social norms and institutional bodies, there is no longer a need to create a separate ‘gender’ category to represent the socially constructed aspect. Applying a more nuanced understanding of gender and sex suggested in part by Butler, the idea that everyone should have the right to self-identify based on personal beliefs and experiences should align perfectly with feminist values of political freedom and bodily autonomy and fighting the oppressive institutions threatening these rights should be a priority for all groups that claim to want to protect and broaden women’s rights (Armitage, 2020, pg. 17); (Butler, 2019). 
Considering the divisions within British feminism, the importance of the move towards intersectional feminism once again becomes an underlying matter in this dissertation. In her 2016 article, Intersectionality as feminist praxis in the UK, Evans explores the impact and application of intersectionality within UK feminist activism, particularly among student feminist societies (Evans, 2016). With the work of Collins and Bilge, Evans argues that intersectionality research provides scholars and activists with a framework to understand how multiple systems of oppression intersect (Evans, 2016); (Collins & Bilge, 2020).  Intersectionality emphasizes how social issues, such as power dynamics, relate to each other. Through this lens, various forms of oppression and marginalization are interconnected and influence each other. Feminists should be aware of the impact of historical, economic, and political forces on social inequalities. This awareness is necessary to identify and combat systemic discrimination and exploitation (Evans, 2016, pg.68).
Moreover, Evans warns that the false impression of intersectionality as an attempt to avoid or distract people from the core debate surrounding women’s rights is untrue. Rather intersectional feminists are constantly striving towards advocating for the most underrepresented and oppressed women worldwide. Intersectionality's adoption as a standard for inclusive feminism reflects the rejection of feminism that overlooks the interdependent nature of women's various experiences of oppression (Evans, 2019, pg. 73). 
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[bookmark: _Toc178241017]Conclusion

This dissertation has demonstrated a deep analysis of some of the factors surrounding the clear pattern of growth regarding Trans exclusionary behaviour within the British feminist movement over the past two decades. The proposed reform of the GRA in 2018 was a major point in the following domino effect of the backlash against Trans rights, since its rejection very little positive progress has been made in the UK regarding the securement of Trans rights. This lack of progress, continuing anti-Trans rhetoric and failure to ban conversion therapy have seen the UK fall down the Rainbow Map rankings significantly from its previous place in the top five along with Malta, Belgium, Norway, Finland, and France to seventeenth place in 2023 (ILGA-Europe, 2018); (ILGA-Europe, 2023); (Elton, 2024). This decrease in rankings for the safety and security of the LGBTQIA+ community is a testament to the damage the anti-Trans sentiment is generating in the UK. There could be a cause for genuine concern for the safety and well-being of the Trans community in the future if this pattern continues to Evolve; as McLean comments “The demonization of a group may not always remain a nonviolent pastime” (McLean, 2021, pg. 481).
This research has presented evidence that many major British newspapers such as The Guardian, The Times and The Telegraph have demonstrated a clear bias against the Trans community (McCann, 2022); (Durgarte & McMillan, 2022). Personal opinion has been treated as fact and there is an emerging pattern of uniquely distinct animosity the Trans community (male-to-female specifically) is being dealt at the hands of gender-critical feminists whose voices are endorsed by major news outlets. This seemingly symbiotic relationship between a large portion of the media and gender-critical feminists leaves an already small percentage of people, for the most part, vulnerable to any subsequent public outrage and journalistic scrutiny. 
Historically this has harmed the lives of Trans individuals, for example, the death of British teacher Lucy Meadows in 2013 can serve as an example as to the real ways harmful media practices can affect individuals. The inciting media frenzy after the announcement of her gender reassignment surgery is considered one of the major reasons for her suicide and can serve as a reminder of the responsibility of the media to safeguard vulnerable groups. In addition to the recommendation from the research of this dissertation that a consideration to stricter regulations being imposed on the harassment perpetrated by British tabloids be investigated (Gupta, 2018). 
Very often the major arguments put forward by gender-critical feminists such as the ‘sexual deviant’ framing, the ‘Trans people are unnatural’ framing and the ‘keep children safe’ framing have all historically been used within the homophobic debate. These familiar tactics are being repackaged in a distinct manner that frames women’s rights as being under attack, effectively positioning the gender-critical feminists and intersectional feminists against each other. As a result of the large reach of gender-critical opinion, it could be argued that British feminism is slowly aligning itself more and more with conservative values that historically have not sought to progress women’s rights, furthermore, it has been theorised by Durgarte & McMillan that the negative frames weaponised by gender-critical feminists are “likely to be very successful at depressing support for Trans rights” (Durgarte & McMillan, 2022, pg. 649). 
This example of negative framing and its effect on the support for the positive progression of Trans rights is just one of the ways that this dissertation’s title can be applied. The hedgehog’s dilemma, coined by German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer conceived the metaphor of life as a porcupine’s dilemma, in which individuals, regardless of their good intentions must be guarded and sceptical around relationships. This is due to the constant risk that human closeness posits such as the risk of both harming others and being harmed. It is this fear that leads to isolation and paranoia of others rather than harmonious coexistence. (Schopenhauer, A, 2000). 
As seen in examining the tactics used by gender-critical feminists and the points outlined by McCann, as a means of validating their stance, moral arguments are employed such as referencing freedom of speech from human rights concerns and repurposing feminism as a vehicle to position the Trans community as “villains rather than victims” (McCann, 2022, pg. 2974). Via the traditional criteria enforced by gender-critical feminists which only prioritises the understanding of gender concerning to the white, upper-class experience which only embraces others that fit within this model; cisgender women are situated higher and ‘more deserving’ of civil rights than Trans women (McCann, 2022, pg. 2975). 
Throughout the evidence presented in this research, it is possible to suggest that the gender-critical sect of British feminism that has been steadily growing in influence over the past two decades could benefit from an intersectional perspective. By taking an intersectional approach a deeper more nuanced understanding of all the factors surrounding the oppressive structures threatening women’s rights can be considered. 
In his master’s thesis regarding the development of gender-critical discourse and the colonial remnants of gender discourse, Simons 2021 explains that the scientific discourse surrounding sex and gender has sought to deconstruct the Eurocentric view set. This approach incorporates the substantial contributions of Black intersectional scholars establishing how factors like race, disability, and sexual orientation position people differently in “The Matrix of Oppression” (Simon, 2021, pg. 68). The deconstruction of exclusionary gender structures does not just serve the Trans community but the feminist movement as a whole. A collective drive by feminist groups to challenge the deep-rooted power structures being pushed by gender-critical feminists and British tabloids could be the key to securing a positive progression for the future of women’s rights in the UK (Simon, 2021, pg. 76). 
This research has examined the debates within key gender-critical feminist groups and the role of social media and British newspapers in the emerging pattern of anti-Trans thought within the UK over the past twenty years. By taking this approach to these particular areas this paper has contributed an original and new perspective to this growing phenomenon within some areas of British feminism. Some recommended areas of additional research are the historical connections between the UK feminist movement and the Trans community together with the recommendation that additional research is done into the history of the negative frames utilised by British news outlets to scapegoat minority groups.  
[bookmark: _Toc178241018]Recommended Areas of Future Study 
In the future, some aspects of further areas of research could be the historical links between the Trans community and the feminist movement before the twentieth century as a timeline of intertwined activism and overlapping causes might be useful in establishing a deeper understanding of the ways that feminist struggles overlap with the struggles the Trans community have historically faced. Another area of suggested research is the evolution of the opinions and tactics demonstrated by British newspapers surrounding the LGBTQIA+ community before the twentieth century. This would allow a wider perspective on the ways the press can be weaponised to push an agenda and the distinct pattern of the scapegoating of minority communities to generate fear to further a political agenda. Finally, the patriarchal or male response to the Trans debate within the UK could also be researched in more depth as a large portion of the research done is often situated within the feminist viewpoint due to the huge focus on the gender-critical feminist voice in the debate. A focus on the patriarchal response would be useful to gain a complete understanding of all viewpoints of the Trans debate and some of the specific findings may indicate other reasons to the emerging pattern of anti-Trans thought since 2018. 




















Glossary

1. [bookmark: _Ref165900240]Gender Essentialism – “The belief that males and females are born with distinctively different natures, determined biologically rather than culturally. This involves an equation of gender and sex. The term is often used pejoratively by constructionists, but strategic essentialism is a common activist strategy, and biological essentialism surfaces in the insistence of some feminists that the physical facts of sexual difference do have entailments.” (Oxford Reference, 2024).
2. [bookmark: _Ref175130481]Gender Fraud- The idea that Transgender individuals are fraudulently falsifying their gender to gain access to certain spaces, the monitoring of “correct” gender performance relies on outdated stereotypes that harm Cisgender women as well as Transgender Women  
3. [bookmark: _Ref165900045]Cisgender or Cis- “Used to describe a person whose gender matches the body they were born with” (Cambridge Dictionary, 2024).
4. [bookmark: _Ref165901679]Gender Critical feminists – “Gender-critical feminism, also known as trans-exclusionary radical feminism or TERFS, is an ideology or movement that opposes what it refers to as "gender ideology”: the concept of gender identity and transgender rights, especially gender self-identification. Gender-critical feminists believe that sex is biological and immutable, while believing gender, including both gender identity and gender roles, to be inherently oppressive. They reject the concept of transgender identities” (Wikipedia Contributors, 2024).
5. [bookmark: _Ref165901751]Gender Reassignment Surgery- “Gender-reassignment surgery is a surgical procedure, or series of procedures, that alters a person's physical appearance and sexual characteristics to resemble those associated with their identified gender. Feminisation surgeries are surgeries that result in anatomy that is typically gendered female, such as vaginoplasty, valvuloplasty and breast augmentation, while masculinisation surgeries are those that result in anatomy that is typically gendered male, such as phalloplasty and breast reduction”
6. [bookmark: _Ref175131687]Gender Determinism- Gender determinism is defined by Armitage as the belief that binary gender differences are inevitable consequences of biology. This concept essentialises gender as fixed and unchangeable, delegitimising trans experiences and reinforcing the idea that there are only two genders, male and female. “This belief is deeply ingrained through gendered socialisation in education, media, and political institutions” (Armitage, 2020).
7. [bookmark: _Ref175298364]Gender Ideology- “The term ‘gender ideology’ appears to have originated in right-wing Catholic groups that oppose the use of the word ‘gender’ in governmental documents and policies, beginning with the first use in an inter-governmental negotiation document at the 1994 Cairo International Conference on Population and Development (Corrêa, 2017). These anti-gender groups instead favour use of only ‘sex’ as the important and apparently natural and binary distinction between men and women, which forms the basis of the traditional family and its associated values.” (Armitage, 2020, pg.13)
8. [bookmark: _Ref165900950]Hegemonic Masculinity – “Hegemonic masculinity is defined as a practice that legitimises men's dominant position in society and justifies the subordination of the common male population and women, and other marginalised ways of being a man. Conceptually, hegemonic masculinity proposes to explain how and why men maintain dominant social roles over women, and other gender identities, which are perceived as "feminine" in a given society” (Wikipedia Contributors, 2024).
9. [bookmark: _Ref167706375]Hegemonic Femininity- “Hegemonic femininity is a term used to describe the dominating characteristics of women that are complimentary to male dominance and subordination of females” (lifederen, 2018).
· “Hegemonic feminism, also known as white feminism or second-wave feminism, is considered the ‘traditional’ feminism that focuses on white, urban, and middle or upper-class women, mainly from the US and Europe, as the only model of women where others must fit in” (Modii.org, 2020).
10. [bookmark: _Ref167193786]Gender Dysphoria- “The very deep feeling of extreme anxiety and unhappiness that some people have when their body or other people's treatment of them does not match their gender identity and they wish it did” (Cambridge Dictionary, 2024).
11. [bookmark: _Ref175300364]“Bathroom Ban” – “A bathroom bill is legislation that seeks to allow or ban transgender individuals from using public facilities, particularly bathrooms, that correspond to their gender identity rather than to the sex they were assigned at birth. Over 200 U.S. cities and 18 states have positive laws that protect the rights and safety of transgender people, allowing them to use the bathroom of their choice. Other municipalities have passed laws banning such use by transgender people, usually by attempting to incite “bathroom panic”—an irrational fear that non-discrimination laws will compromise the safety of women and children in public restrooms.” (Reconciling Works, 2023)
12. [bookmark: _Ref167194308]Conversion Therapy – “Treatment that is intended to change someone's sexual orientation, especially from being gay to being heterosexual” (Cambridge Dictionary, 2024).
13. [bookmark: _Ref167198900]Puberty Blockers – “Medications that temporarily prevent the production of hormones causing puberty changes, used by transgender youth and those with precocious puberty” (Zambon, 2021).
14. [bookmark: _Ref167199193]Gender-Affirming Care – “Gender-affirmative health care can include any single or combination of a number of social, psychological, behavioural or medical (including hormonal treatment or surgery) interventions designed to support and affirm an individual’s gender identity” (WHO, 2024).
15. [bookmark: _Ref167199602]Binding – “Chest binding or ‘binding’ is a practice used by many trans and nonbinary people assigned female sex at birth to achieve a flatter chest contour and affirm their gender. Binding allows individuals to affirm their gender in a temporary, reversible way” (Peitzmeier, 2021).
16. [bookmark: _Ref175300457]Chest Binders- “A binder, also known as a chest binder, FtM binder, bra binder or breast binder, is an underwear garment that allows you to painlessly and effectively flatten your chest. A binder works by pressing the breasts flat against the chest, spreading the mass of the breasts. This makes the breasts appear flatter and less present, which can help reduce gender dysphoria or any other uncomfortable feelings that people might have about their chests.” (UNTAG, 2021)
17. [bookmark: _Ref167196287]Misgender or Misgendering – “To use the wrong pronouns or other gender-specific words when referring to or speaking to someone, especially a transgender person (= a person whose gender does not match the body they were born with)” Cambridge Dictionary, 2024).
18. [bookmark: _Ref167193241]Top Surgery – “A medical operation to change the appearance of someone's chest that is done as part of the process of gender reassignment (= changing someone's body to match their gender identity). It can involve either removing breast tissue for a trans man, or making the breasts larger for a trans woman” (Cambridge Dictionary, 2024).
19. [bookmark: _Ref167193483]Genderfluid – “Not having only one gender, or moving freely between genders” Cambridge Dictionary, 2024).
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The Cass Review confirmed what we've known for a long time - that
the majority of young people who are prescribed puberty blockers are
gay or bisexual. We're pleased that The Sandyford Clinic has
considered the evidence of harm and is pausing their puberty blockers
programme.
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LGB Alliance & @AlliancelGB - 15 Sep 2020

We are horrified by the deafening silence from our elected representatives,
our institutions, the media, and the vast majority of celebrities in the face
of the death threats and abuse directed at @jk rowling. Silence is
complicity. Prove us wrong. Speak up now.
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LGB Alliance & @Alliancel GB - 29 Aug 2(
Statement by LGB Alliance on the incident at a Pride-related event in
Manchester yesterday.

LGB Alliance defends the rights of
lesbians, gays and bisexuals whose
rights in law are based on sexual
orientation not gender identity. Ironically
Pride was originally created to promote
those rights. It's ludicrous that a gay man
now can't assert those rights at a Pride
event without being harassed and
evicted. This shocking incident shows
that today’'s LGBTQ+ movement is
dominated by gender identity extremism.
Those who take a different view,
including trans dissenters, are hounded
out. We strongly reject this mindset and
will continue to promote our message.
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For Women Scotland € @ForwomenScot - 31Jul 2023
Replying to @JamesEsses and @CostaCoffee
Hi @CostaCoffee do you understand how the glorification & promotion of

medically unnecessary mastectomies could be distressing and offensive to
women who have suffered breast cancer?
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For Women Scotland & @ForWomenScot - 17 Nov 2023

If the male boss of this charity felt bullied because Emma Barnett asked
why he refused to use the word 'woman' when posting about a condition
that ONLY affects women, maybe he should:

a) use 'woman'

b) toughen up or not take on the job when clearly he was going to face...
Show more

.DanyMalIOnIIneQ @MailOnline - 17 Nov 2023

Transgender boss of endometriosis charity says she felt bullied,
‘bruised and upset' when Woman's Hour presenter Emma Barnett asked
why she did not use the word ‘woman' in statement on the disease
trib.al/SaWXNUh
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If the male boss of this charity felt bullied because Emma Barnett asked
why he refused to use the word 'woman' when posting about a conditior
that ONLY affects women, maybe he should:

a) use 'woman'

b) toughen up or not take on the job when clearly he was going to face
criticism!




image13.jpeg
Woman’s Place UK & @Womans_Place UK - 26 Sep 2022

Replying to @Womans_Place UK

Eddie Izzard is not a woman, and Eddie does not belong on a woman's
shortlist. It is time that those female MP's with large majorities speak up.

Rosie Duffield MP
@RosieDuffield1 #Lab22 #LabourConference22 #LWDLiverpool22
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11 Woman’s Place UK reposted
Woman’s Place UK & @\Womans Pl
“Self-ID versus survivors
Traumatised women deserve to know that they can be supported by
women”

Dr Shonagh Dillon

UK - Mar 27

thecritic.co.uk/self-id-versus...

@Thecrltlc' @TheCriticMag - Mar 27

Traumatised women deserve to know that they can be supported by
women, writes @ShonaghDillon. To deny their wishes for ideological
reasons is disgraceful thecritic.co.uk/self-id-versus...
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