[bookmark: _Hlk529883124]4. Did the Normans achieve a lasting legacy? 
The term legacy is defined as how a people or person is remembered and if what they did in their life made a change to the world and how we see it today and still impacts us to this day. A Norman legacy can be defined in two ways: a legacy of their achievements and a legacy of their identity. In one sense the Normans created a lasting legacy with some of their achievements still being remembered today such as the Battle of Hastings, castles and cathedrals. The legacy of the Normans is portrayed in chanson de geste literature which petered out towards the 15th century but was used as a form of entertainment and portrayal of their history.  It was how they want to be remembered, the various chronicles and histories that they also had written carry on the legacy which the Normans left. However, the Norman legacy, in a sense that the identity carried on, is debatable, as they assimilated into the cultures that they took over. They essentially became a new identity with each of the cultures that they assimilated with to the extent, that they ceased to be Norman. 
The Norman legacy in terms of its highest achievement is that the Normans are remembered for is arguably the Battle of Hastings. This is because it forever changed the English nation and made it what it is today. The remnants of this conquest are seen in the castles that are still present today these were a Norman invention and marked their power and rule of England and later Wales, Scotland and Ireland. The Battle of Hastings left a lasting legacy for the Normans as it changed the church and the political system by introducing a new feudal system. It is also what started the conquest of Scotland, Wales and Ireland arguably this would also be the start of Great Britain and the  unifying of these nations. The Battle of Hastings is also immortalised in the form of the Bayeux Tapestry, this is a popular tourist attraction in Normandy.  The tapestry, depicts the Normans’ victory and their claim to the English throne. The Normans also changed the political sphere of England as the Normans implemented a new social elite to rule the newly conquered country. As Orderic Vitalis wrote in his history “The English groaned aloud for their lost liberty and plotted ceaselessly to find some way of shaking off a yoke that was so intolerable and unaccustomed”[footnoteRef:1]. The legacy of the battle is still relevant in the political sphere today as Brexit comes into shape as it can be argued that Harold Godwinson who William the Conqueror defeated was the last English King and since then the political sphere of England has not been in the interest of England. Some Brexiteers argue  that the English were always after that point under the Norman yoke. This presents the feelings that have been felt since 1066 as the Anglo-Saxon chronicle depicts the battle as traumatising for the English people as it was a punishment from God for the “sins of the nation”[footnoteRef:2] and were the cause of “much distress, and very many sorrows”[footnoteRef:3]. This also presents the feelings of some that since then England has been ruled by a foreign power however the Anglo-Saxon chronicle, despite the hurt felt by the invasion, admits the rule of the Normans brought about peace. This links to the fact that the legacy of the battle and the coming of the Normans changed the country and in years to come brought innovation to the English benefiting them.  [1:  Daniel Hannan, The Norman Conquest was a disaster for England.<https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/14/the-norman-conquest-was-a-disaster-for-england-we-should-celebra/ > [accessed 14 November 2018].]  [2:  Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, trans. by Rev. James Ingram and Dr. J. A. Giles (London: Everyman Press, 1912).]  [3:  Anglo-Saxon Chronicle.] 

The most long-lasting legacy in terms of that it is still in use to this day is the English language itself, it is  thought that a third of the modern English language is derived from the Anglo-Norman language. This can be seen in the way that the French language was spoken in the English court for 300 years after the Norman invasion of England. Furthermore, words of French origin are still used today for instance pork and beef and other words relating to government and law, such as, dungeons and Chancellor. This is because the Normans were in a position of power so therefore could exert their language onto the English people and force them to take up part of the Normans language. However due to the English outnumbering the Normans the English language only brought hints of the new Norman language as a mixture of both languages made it easier for them to interact with each other as they would understand what each of them were saying. The language in church also changed. This can be seen in the English language because when William the Conqueror took over, he replaced the religious leaders in England with those from Normandy. Furthermore, the assimilation of Normans marrying into the Anglo-Saxon population caused a mixing of both French and English, as children of born of Norman and Anglo-Saxon parents became proficient in both languages, but ultimately the English language has moved on with hints of French extenuating it. The names in England also changed due to the Norman invasion and causing a rise in names such as William and Henry, these names are also popular today and still have regal links as presented by Prince William and Prince Harry, whose given name is Henry. This also shows that the naming of children after the Norman kings has not stopped and is still prevalent in modern times.  This tradition is still a sign of power as originally it was done to fit in with the invading forces as children who did not have a Norman name were made fun of as the classic Anglo-Saxon names were considered strange therefore many changed their names to fit in. Therefore, the Norman invasion of England contributed to what the English language is today and the complexities in its grammar.
The literature which the Normans left gives a legacy in the way that they would want to be remembered, as good fighters and that they had a rightful claim to the lands that they were taking. This can be seen in the chronicles and histories written about them as the native people they are invading are described as akin to savages therefore the Normans are portraying themselves as civilising the people. However, from what we know from histories before the Normans came and invaded, the Bitish  were not an uncivilised people. Therefore, the Normans have a lasting legacy of invading people and being good fighters which is what we know they would like to be recognised for given how they describe themselves in text written by Norman sources. But we also know what they would not want to be known of the native people that they were a civilised people but the Normans needed to do this to legitimise the takeover. Chanson de Geste literature also left a lasting legacy as it presents the tropes that the Normans wanted to portray, and this also carried on into other forms of literature about courtly love and chivalry. This can be seen in the Song of Roland as Roland is portrayed as the Chivalrous knight because when he dies “God sent down his angel cherubim and St Michel du Peril; with them came St Gabriel and they carry the soul of the count to paradise”[footnoteRef:4] this shows he was chivalrous as he is taken to heaven therefore he has not committed any evil in his life. The literature that the Normans produced presented themselves as a resourceful and cunning people. This is also presented by outside sources, but the in those cases the meaning of cunning changes to be more sinister. The Normans portray their cunning as being smart and outwitting the enemy whereas the outside source would portray this as deceitfulness therefore portraying them as untrustworthy. This can be seen in sources about the crusades as the Norman crusaders did not give back the lands to the Byzantines which they promised they would do. The literature which is left leaves a lasting legacy as it can still be read for entertainment and also to be able to see how the Normans liked to portray themselves. [4:  The Song of Roland, trans. by Jessie Crossland (Cambridge: Parentheses, 1999).] 

The art left by the Normans and architecture still stands as the legacy which the Normans left and tells us about what they wanted to present about themselves. This is because most people in the Middle Ages were illiterate therefore images were used to portray a point to the population. For example, there is a mosaic of Richard II being crowned by Christ which portrays his divine right to be king of Southern Italy and Sicily. This would make it clear to the population when they saw it that this was a justified act of taking over as it would present that God willed these actions to occur therefore legitimising the Norman rule. The Normans also controlled Malta and the flag of Malta is from the Norman invasion and is still in use today leaving a lasting legacy of the Norman invasion of Malta.[footnoteRef:5] The architecture and mosaic found in churches which the Normans built also portrays that they were good Christians as they were devoting time to the Christian faith, this would also separate them from their past as raiders and solidify their faith. Furthermore, by building churches it would allow them to exert their authority over those peoples that they  conquered as it would mean that they had influence over the church making it easier to control the people as it was a religious society at this time. The legacy that the Normans left when building these churches continues as they are still in use today which is a great achievement as the influences of the Norman design can still be seen.  [5:  Malta Tourism Authority, Norman Rule <https://www.visitmalta.com/en/norman-rule > [accessed 15 November 2018].] 

Castles are a lasting legacy of the Normans as they can still be seen today.  An example of this is Warwick Castle which has been turned into a tourist destination in order  to teach the next generation about the Normans. However, the legacy of the Normans can be seen in the castle itself as it is still in the same place as the motte and bailey and some of the features of the castle such as the dungeon where an oubliette is present. Both the name of the dungeon and oubliette have the same French origin which further shows the language which the Normans brought with them to England. However, since the times of the Normans the castle has gone through many changes as the role of the castle changed from that of defence to that of a stately home. Therefore it is hard to say what is actually Norman, when the castles were redeveloped into stately homes most of the defences were taken away or changed as the castles were meant to invite people in and be used to live in comfortably for the upper-class, no longer a seat of power where the lord would dictate everyday life for the surrounding county. 
However, it is difficult to say how many of these lasting legacies were truly Norman as the Normans were an adaptive people and assimilated into the cultures that they took over, therefore bringing into question if there was a true Norman identity that stayed. For instance, after the Conquest of Britain sources and scholars refer to the time as Anglo-Norman since the Normans married English men and women. This eventually would then cause the two to have a mixed identity and eventually come to know as English therefore not solely Norman. Also, the French language only had little words added to the English language still influencing but not fully replacing the language that the Anglo-Saxons spoke before the conquest of England. This presents how the Normans assimilated into the new English culture and took up their language after an extended time ruling there that it was no longer solely the Norman language spoken but a mix of the two languages. Also no one in England today would classify themselves as Norman presenting that the Normans became so mixed with Anglo-Saxons that a new identity formed which was separate to Normans. Furthermore, the Normans would like to think that they themselves took part in the crusades as they put themselves at the forefront of battles however it is questionable to say that the crusades had a lasting legacy as it only archived its goals for a short time and was a group achievement rather than a purely Norman achievement. Furthermore, some of the assimilation of other cultures is shown as those like the English kings are not referred to as Norman in the texts. 
Furthermore, external sources sometimes differ in what they call the Normans for instance they are referred to as Frenchmen rather than Normans.[footnoteRef:6] This brings into question the identity of the Normans as were they separate from the French, or were they a subset, as they also married French women in Normandy. This is seen when Roger who took over Sicily is referred to as Roger the Frank king of Sicily rather than calling him a Norman. This further complicates the matter of what was a Norman. was it something that the Normans made for themselves or was it a label put on them by external sources. For example Baxter says that “in the process Davis all but reduced the idea of ‘pan-Norman’ identity to a fiction”[footnoteRef:7], this presents that the idea of a Norman identity that stayed the same throughout the different Norman conquests did not exist and that they therefore changed, making it hard to say that their achievements after this were Norman achievements but instead a new subset of Normans with a new identity linked to the territory which they had conquered.  [6:  Anglo-Saxon Chronicle.]  [7:  Baxter Wolf as found in the module reader.] 

In conclusion, it can be said that to an extent the Normans achieved a lasting legacy as the architecture that they produced is still around today and so is the language which they influenced and the author of this essay is writing in, however the legacy of the Normans as a people stop when they assimilate so much into the society that they conquer that a new identity is formed which is no longer solely Norman in nature. The tales that the Normans left in the form of Chanson de geste literature still lives on and is used to entertain, the tales from external sources also back up the legacy that the Normans left for themselves, which is that they were cunning fighters. Even though the architecture of some castles has been lost to development, the core Norman features remain and can still be seen to have at least once been there proving that their work has lasted centuries. Thus, the Normans did leave a lasting legacy as what they have created and achieved can still be seen today and is also still being talked about today. 
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