Herodotus wrote about the Lydian king Gyges and how he usurped the throne of king Candaules. When looking at the how Gyges reaches the throne, Herodotus is looking two-hundred or so years back as Gyges’ reign was in 7th Century.[footnoteRef:1] This highlights that there is a gap in time between the passage at hand and the historian but nonetheless the use of a genealogy probably helped explain the details and origin of Gyges reign.[footnoteRef:2] Or it could be through the use of the Oracle, a form of divine authority, to validate his evidence, as he mentions the Oracles at the end of the story when explaining the rule of Gyges.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  Roberts 2005: 319]  [2:  Roberts 2005: 306]  [3:  Chiasson 2003: 24] 


Within passage 1.8  there are two themes which will be focused on, these are Eros and Tragedy. When looking at the first line it says how Candaules “Fell in love with his own wife” the reason for this is because there are four definitions for love within the Greek language. Typically this love is viewed as Philia, as Aristotle defines it as ‘friendship or affection’ but instead we see Eros which is defined as ‘desire’.[footnoteRef:4] This desire does not come from an intimate place, for Candaules views his wife as an object.[footnoteRef:5] This similarly is shown later in Herodotus in Book nine with Xerxes and Artaÿnte with her desire for the colourful cloak.[footnoteRef:6] This view that Candaules holds is that his wife is an object, which reflects the impact of his desire. Gyges states how it is a “unsound decision” and that it is “lawless”.[footnoteRef:7] This shows us that the impact of Eros can bring out unacceptable social actions, driven by their desires. Gyges is the main focus of this passage, and even though he rejects the kings ideas, he carries through with it none the less.[footnoteRef:8] This is important for the Eros that we see, which is understood as desire in this context and is reflected in other examples shown in Herodotus. Cambyses’ desire for his sister led him to find a loophole in his laws to find a land that would allow him to marry his sister, as his laws forbade it.[footnoteRef:9] For just like the passage the phrase “must see her naked” reflects the un-combatable desire Candaules holds for his wife’s physical beauty. He presses his bodyguard to watch her to prove how correct he is about the desires, and to demonstrate his possession is beautiful. For within 1.8 the mention of Candaules wife’s beauty is mentioned 5 times. Emphasising the total desire he holds for his wife, as an object.  [4:  Aristot. Nic. Eth. 8.1.1.; Oxford dictionary, 2019]  [5:  Travis 2000: 349]  [6:  Hdt. 9.109.]  [7:  Davis 2000: 643]  [8:  Hdt. 1.10.]  [9:  Hdt. 3.31.] 



Herodotus uses key phrases to reflect that the kings Hubris (Arrogance) will cause his Atē (Ruin).[footnoteRef:10] The first example is this use of emphasising that Gyges is the kings “favourite among his bodyguard”.[footnoteRef:11] This establishes a personal connection, and since the story is potentially known to some, it creates a build-up in a monarchs downfall.[footnoteRef:12] It is important to note that Gyges is neutral in this passage and story in whole, as he is the victim of the kings hubris and would later be an instrument of the kings atē.[footnoteRef:13] After all when looking at the passage in the context of Canduales hubris, it can be presumed to be down to the fact he views his wife as an item. So through this arrogance would not think the queen as cunning and vengeful, for vengeance is her own form of desire in this tale.[footnoteRef:14] Similarly the use of vengeance is seen in another woman, who is surprisingly named, Amestris, Xerxe’s wife who had through butchered Maisistes’ wife.[footnoteRef:15] [10:  Oxford dictionary, 2019; Collins dictionary, 2019]  [11:  Davis 2000: 644]  [12:  Travis 2000: 336]  [13:  Larson 2006: 236-237; Chiasson 2003: 21]  [14:  Hdt. 1.10-12; Travis 2000: 338]  [15:  Hdt. 9.110; Hdt. 9.112; Larson 2006: 240 ] 

Alongside this the passage blatantly states that the king is “Doomed” through his actions. This is a tragic plot that is shown in other examples of Herodotus, such as the Artaÿnte and Xerxes. In this passage states that Artaÿnte and her house where all “doomed” meaning that there is foreshadowing before a tragic event, which typically led to at least one death.[footnoteRef:16] In the case of passage 1.8 the doomed figure was the king, being betrayed by the one he trusted most.[footnoteRef:17] The emphasis of tragedy in these stories is tied in with Eros, and how Eros causes the King to create his own downfall and be usurped.  [16:  Hdt. 9.109; Hdt. 3.32]  [17:  Hdt. 1.12.] 


In conclusion, passage 1.8 shows the origin of Candaules fall and Gyges rise to power. The issue would have been how Herodotus acquired the details but it could be presumed that a tale such as this would have become a story remembered by future Lydians. The passage is important because it allows Herodotus to explore and implement the role Eros within ‘history’. Then Herodotus can use the format of tragedy to explain the passages atē, through key words and how he builds this up, through this account and others throughout the histories.
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