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Annotated Bibliography: “What might be meant by ‘public theology’ and how (if at all) should it be done?”
Bromell, David, ‘What is public theology’ Visiting Fellow, Centre for Theology and Public Issues. University of Otago. (5 May) 2011.
The focus of the conference paper relates to answering what is meant by public theology, in terms of an academic discipline can it claim to be a valid academic sub context of theology and if so how does this relate to Christian theology? Finally, Bromell closes by discussing what is meant by ‘public’ when referring to public theology.
Bromell’s discourse starts with distinguishing between religion and theology. Where public theology sits academically within the Christian branches of theology, how this should be studied and by whom. Visual aid is presented to provide understanding of the historical and systematic foundations on which public theology, being practical in application, rests. Bromell highlights theology is studied in various religions and the importance is in critical thinking to the validity and evidence of religious claims. In reference to Christian theology he gives thought to the conflicts that could take place within cultural subgroups by way of public theology and questions if this can be done, and if so, can it be done ethically. Addressing the implications of what he considers the familiar ‘ecclesiastical bullying’ approach he argues that public theology cannot be solely influenced by religious institutions and must offer something more to be accepted by a public sphere with various cultural systems.
Van Erp, Stephan and Alpers, Christaine, Cimorelli, Christopher, Salvation in the World (Studies in Edward Schillebeeckx), (London: T & T International Clark, 2017).
A volume of essays that examine the theological works of Edward Schillebeeckx. The seminal works begin with academic theologians giving critical thought to the discipline of theology considering issues emerging within the public circle. Examination of Schillebeeckx reflects on his success in leading Christian theology towards a new approach alongside and relating to the development of societal trends. Discussions close with analysis of public perceptions on progress, the purpose of religion and Schillebeeckx interpretation on the doctrine of salvation.
The studies give thought to how institutional religion and academics approach public theology, an argument Bromell presents of religious institutions offering something more to be accepted. There is suggestion here in the studies of Schillebeeckx work that by looking at how public theology is shaped by contemporary issues in society and the implications religion has had on the public circle, there can be shared understanding in the need for dialogue and relationship with the wider society.
Atherton, John, Public Theology for Changing Times (Society for Promoting Christian, 2000).
A monograph that addresses the challenges faced by institutional Christianity; Atherton’s line of departure is to provide insight into public theology by looking back historically at the theological processes that have emerged. He argues that history has demonstrated how effective these have been, therefore can continue to be in changing times, considering the need for reconciliation on a global, national, and local scale.
By looking back in history Atherton demonstrates that evaluating what has happened previously is imperative to understanding present public issues. He proposes that by understanding the issues of a postmodern society the Christian mission with its challenges, can reconcile with the public to create a better future.
[bookmark: _Hlk57986929]Leffel, Gregory P., Faith Seeking Action: Mission, Social Movements, and the Church in Motion (Intercultural Studies Book 1), (Scarecrow Press, 2007).
The author of Faith Seeking Action compares the movement of the Christian church with social activism and the ways in which they challenge contemporary social issues. Leffel approaches subjects such as the environment, identity, and activism against corporate globalisation, looking at the areas where religious and activist communities share common ground for social change. He also refers to areas of divide, examining how these can be nourished to find new concepts of collaboration that can further build on their shared values, leading to the betterment of public life. 
Leffel builds on the dialogue of the social perception surrounding missio-ecclesiology, he argues the need for fresh thinking for the Church, leaders, and members to their roles in a time of cultural and social change.

Storrar, William, "The Naming of Parts: Doing Public Theology in a Global Era." International Journal of Public Theology, Vol.5, No.1, March, 2011, pp. 23-4.
The article discusses the operation of public theology and its global mission, recognising the need to address the public anger that has been suppressed by policymakers and policies that have left the public sphere divided. Storrar identifies that public theologians are first required to identify the issues for a dialogue to commence. 
The article creates an argument in support for public theology as part of the Christian’s identity. He evaluates that for political strategies to be developed the discourse must take priority in addressing the concerns of those excluded in the public sphere. 
Markham, Ian S., ‘Public Theology: Toward a Christian Definition’, Anglican Theological Review, Vol. 102, No.2, April, 2020, pp. 179–91. 
The article is a critique on the debate of the definition of public theology, arguing that it has been used previously in two narratives, descriptively and prescriptively. Markham concedes that the prescriptive, whereby it is used as a tool regarding policymaking through a faith perspective, has prevailed. He suggests that public theology requires a basic understanding and foundation that addresses social injustices alongside the Christian spiritual mission. 
Markham reflects on the approaches that public theology has taken historically and considers new ways of thinking to include liberation theology, addressing the difficulties that surround this methodology in being ethical to Christian traditions, whilst still engaging in dialogue and meeting the needs of a multicultural society.
Storrar, William, Public Theology for the 21st Century: Essays in Honour of Duncan B. Forrester (London: T & T International Clark, 2004).
A book with global contributions from leading Christian theologians and social theorists. The discourse surrounds the history of public theology in the 20th century and reflects on what aspects would be beneficial to carry forward into the 21st century. Authoritative works are included that discuss public theology and its presence within political theology in both the Western and Eastern world. There are discussions on modernity and considers the concepts of liberty, liberal democracy and the relationship between God and humanity in history. Critical thought is given to the interpretation of public theology from a globalised perspective, with the final part addressing and providing insight into the major social issues of the 21st century.
Influenced by the works of Duncan B. Forrester the book addresses the question of what public theology has been and what aspects are important for this time and place (21st century), signifying the need to be both practical and relevant. The seminal works consider the interrelationship between public and political theology alongside modern concepts. There is critical thought that reflects on the impact of globalisation on public theology, closing with reflection on ultimately how public theology should be done to address the issues of modern society. The discourse supports the idea of the need for public theology, addressing how this should be done by institutional Christianity and academic theologians. 
[bookmark: _Hlk57939129]Pattison, Stephen, The Challenge of Practical Theology: Selected Essays, (United Kingdom, Jessica Kingsley Publishers, 2007). 
A collection of essays that seek to reach an audience beyond academic theology, presenting ideas that are thought-provoking to the public theology discourse. Pattison aims to give fresh insight into the term public theology, proposing arguments that permeate into academic and non-academic circles to create a deeper reflection on the perception of mission, vision, and hope for the future.
Van Aarde, Andries G., What is "theology" in "public theology" and what is "public" about "public theology”? HTS Teologiese Studies / Theological Studies, Vol.64, No.3, November, 2008, pp. 1213-1234.
The journal article gives insight into the public’s presence and role in public theology, setting an argument that theology and in turn public theology should not be exclusive to religious institutions or academics. Van Aarde seeks to clarify what public theology is and is not, taking into consideration with areas of theology that it does overlap. Critical thought is given to how public theology should be done by both institutional Christianity and the public with the need to distinguish between the two groups. As with Storrar in Public Theology for the 21st Century, there is discussion around globalisation, arguing that public theology as is found in modern society displays the effects of post secularization and postcolonialism. 
By arguing the need to discern between identity and voice, the idea is presented that public theology does not belong solely within the context of religious institutions. He further adds that public theology should be reserved for the public, being the overlap that encourages the discourse between institutional and academic theology with that of the public’s theology to address the societal issues that are present today. 
Mosher, Lucinda A., “Public Theology: Characteristics from the Multireligious Neighborhood”, Anglican Theological Review, Vol.102, No.2, Spring, 2020, pp. 251-262.
A journal article that discusses Christian public theology in the context of its engagement within multireligious communities. Mosher argues that Christian public theology is multidisciplinary, requiring the establishment of interreligious relationships that seek to address multi-faith concerns because of (not despite), one’s faith rooted in the Christian mission.
Mosher considers what the term public theology means and who can be considered a public theologian. There is agreement with Van Aarde surrounding public theology being more than religious institutions talking at communities but rather with them, a process she suggests that requires being socially interactive whilst distinguishing between the two. Mosher identifies the need to focus on development of this line of discourse, proposing this should take place in such a way that seeks the collaboration of multifaith groups for social transformation. 
Graham, Elaine, Between a Rock and a Hard Place: Public Theology in a Post-Secular Age, (United Kingdom, SCM Press, 2013).
A monograph that argues that the emergence of a new political and cultural era poses challenges on the impact of public theology and its acceptance in a mainstream society. Graham evaluates the decline of historical religious concepts, arguing that there is a new surge of positive reflection towards religion which expands the public and political arena to one that is evident on a global scale. 
[bookmark: _Hlk57939274]Graham’s discourse concurs with Atherton in that public theology can be effective in a post-secular society further adding the need for a new vision for public theology, priority being in the re-evaluation of the strategies taken to renew its approach. She compares this to Christian apologetics suggesting the need to reflect deeper in Biblical and historical sources to address current issues that humanity face today to find a common ground.
Kim, Sebastian C.H., “Mission’s Public Engagement: The Conversation of Missiology and Public Theology,” Missiology, Vol.45, No.1, 2017, pp. 7-24.
The article discusses the academic interest that is developing in public theology and its dialogue with current issues impacting society. Kim examines what is meant by the term public theology suggesting that it is the ‘critical, reflective, and reasoned engagement of society to bring the kingdom of God, which is for the poor and marginalized.’ Kim’s analysis overlaps with the seminal works from Leffel, highlighting important areas of discipline shared by public missiology and public theology and how these can be expanded.
By evaluating the overlaps of public missiology and public theology Kim presents a further argument in how the shared approaches of these disciplines can be renewed to reconnect with a secular society with various subcultures.
[bookmark: _Hlk57939228]  Heaney, R.S., Public Theology and Public Missiology, Anglican Theological Review, Vol.102. No.2, 2020, p. 201.     
Heaney’s line of defence draws from sources found in missiological theology, interpretation is given to what is meant by public theology to establish a foundation for the Christian mission in public discourse. 
The article shows agreements with both Atherton and Graham arguing that by understanding what is meant by public theology it can be demonstrated that this has been evident since the early church (historical and systematic), therefore can be significant to the practical interaction and dialogue surrounding current social issues.
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