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Abstract




This dissertation investigates public perceptions of police pursuits within the United Kingdom, with a focus on the demographic, social and media-based influences that shape public opinion. As police pursuits remain a highly visible and contentious aspect of modern policing, understanding how the public interprets their use is vital to maintaining legitimacy, accountability, and community trust. A mixed-methods approach was adopted, incorporating both quantitative and qualitative data collected via an online survey. Findings suggest that perceptions vary significantly by age, ethnicity, and exposure to media, with younger respondents generally more supportive of pursuits, while older individuals and those from minority backgrounds expressed greater concern over safety and fairness. Media coverage, particularly when focused on high-profile incidents or negative outcomes, was found to strongly influence strategies. The study concludes that while pursuits are viewed as necessary in serious cases, concerns over proportionality, transparency, and public risk persist. Recommendations include improving public communication, revising pursuit guidelines, and enhancing engagement with underrepresented communities. These findings contribute to ongoing discussions about ethical policing and highlight the need for a balanced approach that prioritises both public safety and public trust.
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[bookmark: _Toc201851557]Chapter One - Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc201851558]1.1 Background 

Police pursuits have historically served as a key tool in police forces worldwide, enabling officers to respond swiftly to criminal activity and apprehend fleeing suspects. However, their use remains controversial, particularly when public safety is compromised or fatalities occur. Although pursuits may be warranted in cases involving serious offences, concerns about proportionality, necessity, and public awareness of pursuit protocols have grown considerably, (HMICFRS, 2022).

In the UK, the issue is further complicated by the policing model built on public consent. Trust is central to the model, and any use of high-risk tactics – especially when poorly communicated or perceived as excessive – can erode community confidence, (Bowling, Reiner, and Sheptycki, 2019). High-profile incidents involving fatal outcomes have intensified public scrutiny, raising challenging questions about accountability and the quality of police communication during critical incidents. 

The Ely incident in South Wales exemplifies this tension. Initial police denials of pursuit involvement were later contradicted by CCTV footage, leading to widespread public unrest and diminished trust. Such events highlight the essential need for procedural transparency, real-time risk assessment, and accurate communication. 

These concerns are reflective of a wider national trend. Trust in UK policing has declined, particularly among communities historically subjected to disproportionate enforcement, (Murray, 2013). Police pursuits, therefore, are not only operational decisions but also tests of legitimacy that directly affect public perceptions of fairness and institutional integrity. 

Understanding how the public views these tactics is essential – not only for policy development but also for reinforcing the foundations of democratic policing. This dissertation explores public perception of police pursuits, how these perceptions are shaped, and the broader implications for legitimacy, operational practice, and public safety.
[bookmark: _Toc201851559]1.2 Aims and objectives 

The primary aim of this research is to investigate public perceptions of police pursuits within the UK, with particular attention to the factors that shape both positive and negative viewpoints. This study seeks to provide a nuanced understanding of how the public evaluates the legitimacy and justification of pursuits, ultimately offering insights that can inform national policing practices.

Objectives:
· To identify and analyse the key factors that contribute to negative public perceptions of police pursuits.
· To explore the influences that lead to positive public perceptions and support for police pursuit practices.
· To examine public opinions on what constitutes a justified police pursuit, and how these views compare with existing operational policies.
· To offer evidence-based insights that can support UK police forces in understanding and responding to public attitudes towards police pursuits.

By addressing these objectives, the study aims to contribute to more transparent, accountable and publicly informed approaches to pursuit-related decision making across UK policing.
[bookmark: _Toc201851560]1.3 Rationale

Operational Legitimacy and Risk

Pursuits are among the most visible applications of police power, often unfolding in public spaces and under media scrutiny. Their potential to cause harm to suspects, officers or bystanders places them under constant evaluation. This research investigates whether current practices align with current expectations regarding risk and legitimacy, (Waddington, 2007).

Media Influence

Media coverage often focuses on dramatic or tragic outcomes, particularly where pursuits involve young people or vulnerable individuals. These narratives can influence public perception, sometimes without sufficient context (Chermak and Weiss, 2005). Understanding this dynamic is crucial for refining communication strategies and maintaining public confidence. 

Community Trust and Representation

Trust carries significantly across communities. Research shows that individuals from minority ethnic backgrounds are more likely to report negative experiences with police and perceive enforcement as excessive (Sharp and Atherton, 2007). This study includes diverse public voices to assess whether pursuit practices are viewed as fair across demographic lines. 

Addressing a Research Gap

While clear policy frameworks govern police pursuits, limited research explores how the public perceives these policies. By analysing public views and comparing them with operational guidance, this dissertation contributes to filling a policy-relevant gap and informs future approaches to risk, transparency and engagement. 

Practitioner-Researcher Perspective

As a serving police officer, this research offers practical insights that enrich the academic inquiry. This dual perspective bridges theory and practice, offering grounded reflections on how legitimacy and accountability play out in real-world policing scenarios. 
[bookmark: _Toc201851561]1.4 Structure 

This dissertation follows a logical structure:

Chapter One – Introduction 

Introduces the research context, aims, rationale and structure. 

Chapter Two – Literature Review

Review’s key themes including public trust, pursuit protocols, media influence, and demographic variation.

Chapter Three – Methodology

Details the mixed-methods approach, survey design, data analysis, and ethical considerations. 

Chapter Four – Analysis of Results

Presents findings organised by themes and demographic trends, integrating both quantitative and qualitative data. 

Chapter Five – Findings and Conclusions

Summarises the research outcomes, discusses implications for policy and practice, and offers recommendations for future work.
[bookmark: _Toc201851562]1.5 Conclusion

This chapter has set the foundation for examining police pursuits through the lens of public perception, operational legitimacy, and institutional accountability. Pursuits are more than tactical responses – they are moments where public trust is tested and often reshaped. By exploring how these interventions are viewed, especially across different communities and media contexts, this study contributes to ongoing efforts to improve legitimacy, refine operational guidance, and enhance police-community relations. 

The following chapters expand on these themes through a detailed review of literature, original data collection and critical analysis.





[bookmark: _Toc201851563]Chapter Two – Literature Review
[bookmark: _Toc201851564]2.1 Introduction

Police forces across the nation have been utilising the tactic of police pursuits since policing began, the use of this tactic inherits public scrutiny upon police forces and the officers who are involved in using such tactics. The use of police pursuits balances how police forces are tackling, preventing and catching dangerous criminals whilst potentially jeopardising public safety, making it critical that this tactic is used correctly, minimising the risk towards the public. 

Police forces across the UK have a duty to understand public perceptions of them using tactics such as pursuits, especially British police forces working off the ‘Policing by Consent’ model, (Torrible, 2022). This article stresses how police forces will suffer without the trust of the public and, how their attitudes and reactions to the public’s concern directly affects this. This literature review focusses on the key themes in policing causing a rise in police pursuits, the direct risks of pursuits, media portrayals and how this damages trust within policing and the demographic influences on how police forces react to tackling crime. 

This chapter critically examines how public perception of police pursuits is constructed and influenced. It interrogates definitions and procedures from official sources, evaluates media and demographic influences through a theoretical lens, and identifies notable research gaps that limit our understanding of legitimacy and risk in pursuit practices. 
[bookmark: _Toc201851565]2.2 Police Pursuits: Definitions and Practices 

The College of Policing (2024) outlines that a pursuit begins when a driver fails to stop after police signals, prompting officers to follow whilst actively assessing associated risks, suggesting that if a driver of a vehicle makes no indication or shows any intention of stopping after being told to by police emergency equipment (blue lights/sirens). Or if the police driver continues behind the subject vehicle after attempting to make a compliant stop with the subject vehicle failing to comply.

Across the UK, different police forces have their own policies and procedures around the authorisation of police pursuits as well as who and when they can be used. Some forces will allow response officers to engage in a pursuit after they have completed the required training. Whereas other forces will not allow ordinary response officers to engage in a pursuit and will only allow dedicated/specially trained traffic officers, more commonly known as Roads Policing Specialist Operations (RPSO) officers to engage in such a tactic, as highlighted by the National Police Chiefs Council (2009). However, the training requirement for engaging in pursuits is the same, nationwide, being that any officer engaging in the initial pursuit phase (IPP) must have successfully completed the “Initial phases pursuit course”, West Yorkshire Police, (2024). This course will provide the essential training to effectively risk assess the pursuit and relay all this information back to the force control room (FCR), seeking advice for authorisation to continue from the senior leadership team (SLT) reviewing the pursuit. 

For a pursuit to begin, a police officer must have witnessed a crime taking place or have intelligence upon the vehicle/individual driving that vehicle that they have committed a crime. However, the type of crime which has been committed will determine if it is severe enough to authorise a pursuit, potentially endangering the lives of the public. The College of Policing (2024) stresses the steps which should be taken to prevent a pursuit from occurring avoiding unnecessary risk to anyone directly or indirectly involved. 
While pre-emptive tactics are promoted to avoid high-risk pursuits, their effectiveness in practice remains a subject of concern, Officers are advised to consider alternatives such as maintaining distance, requesting support units, or using tactical measures like stingers and TPAC (Tactical Pursuit and Containment) strategies. However, these options are not always feasible, especially in rapidly evolving situations where time is limited. The College of Policing (2024) highlights various factors that should influence the decision to initiate a pursuit – such as time of day, pedestrian density, and whether the suspect is known to pose a risk of violence. Despite these guidelines, inconsistencies remain in how policies are applied across forces. It is unclear whether these procedures consistently prevent harm or simply transfer risk to different stages of police engagement. While national training standards exist, further statistical evidence would help determine where the current approach effectively reduces pursuit-related incidents or merely standardises response procedures. A more in-depth evaluation of outcomes across regions is needed to assess both the strengths and limitations of existing policies (College of Policing, 2024).
[bookmark: _Toc201851566]2.3 Public perception of police practices

The public’s perception on police pursuits is directly impacted on the perception of police in their day-to-day job, (MacDonald, and Alpert, 1998). Research by Owen-Evans and Law (2024) and Bradford and Myhill (2015) has shown that police who have more of an active presence within their communities and engage with members of the public regularly have a positive impact on how the communities engage and respond to being policed. (Owen-Evans and Law (2024)’s study showed that the overall trust in UK policing has declined, outlining that in October 2024, 52% of adults asked, stated they did not have trust in UK police, as opposed to 39% in October 2019. It is found that the general public’s attitude towards police practices is primarily negative.

The decline in trust in UK police forces has formed out of a “series of high-profile cases of gross misconduct and illegal behaviour by police officers” (Taylor, 2023). Taylor (2023) explains the seemingly never-ending stories and media coverage about police officers committing heinous crimes. More recent examples include the Sarah Everard kidnap and murder (Bhattacharyya, 2021) closely followed by the Chris Kaba story, (Curran, 2022). Both stories take an alternate perspective, whereby Sarah Everard was kidnapped and murdered by an off-duty police officer, abusing his position, whereas Chris Kaba has been fatally wounded after a police incident involving firearms officers. Both incidents have significantly damaged public trust and confidence in police officers, ultimately undermining overall faith in policing, (Choi, Yim and Hicks, 2020). Drury et al., (2020) describes the police as the “common enemy,” suggesting that negative media coverage of police incidents directly correlates with increased public unease towards police enforcement (Telesco, 2020).

Incidents like the Sarah Everard case have had a profound impact on public confidence in policing, drawing attention to issues of accountability and institutional trust, (Bhattacharyya, 2021), as well as the fatal shooting of Chris Kaba, (Curran, 2022). Whilst media coverage can intensify public reactions, it is the severity of these incidents that primarily drives mistrust. Choi, Yim, and Hicks (2020) note that such events damage community-police relations, whilst Drury, et al., (2020) suggests that repeated negative portrayals contribute to framing police as a “common enemy”. Thus, both the incidents themselves and the way they are reported play roles in shaping public perception.

The South Wales Police pursuit in May 2023, which led to the deaths of two young males on an electric bike, underscores the wider implications of how police communication impacts public trust, (IOPC 2024; BBC, 2023). Initially, South Wales Police denied any pursuit had occurred, but later acknowledged officers had been following the individuals and released CCTV evidence to that effect, (South Wales Police, 2023). This reversal contributed to public unrest, including rioting, and raised concerns about transparency and accountability (Harrison, 2023). In response, updated policies now restrict pursuits involving motorcyclists not wearing helmets, (Clark, 2024). This incident reflects a broader issue: when police communication is inconsistent, especially following critical incidents, it can erode public confidence and raise questions about the legitimacy of police practices.
[bookmark: _Toc201851567]2.4 Risks and Consequences of Police Pursuits 

Police pursuits inevitably come with a high risk to everyone involved, and more so not involved. Suspects are willing to go to great lengths to evade capture and are willing to take high risks whilst on a public highway. This is existential to the crime/level of care they have towards other road users and pedestrians. IOPC (2019) highlights the most severe outcome of a police pursuit, showcasing that per annum, according to the IOPC data (2019), police pursuits result in approximately 30 deaths annually across England and Wales, reflecting the inherent dangers of such operations, demonstrated by the below graph, (IOPC, 2017).
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The College of Policing (2024) emphasises that officers must continuously assess the level of risk during a pursuit to ensure it remains proportionate and justified. This includes evaluating factors such as road conditions, time of day, and the suspects behaviour. Officers are also trained to recognise the onset of ‘red mist’ – a state of heightened emotion or tunnel vision that may impair judgement. A failure to identify this can lead to poor decision-making and unnecessary escalation, potentially endangering the public, the suspect, and the officers involved, (College of Policing, 2024).

The consequences of a police pursuit ending with a fatality will result with an automatic referral to the IOPC (IOPC, 2023). Alongside this will be the detrimental impact on loved ones losing a family member, subsequently affecting the relationship with the police and their local communities. A recent event whereby a police pursuit led to a referral to the IOPC was recorded in 2021 (IOPC, 2023), whereby a speeding vehicle was pursued by police, and shortly after ended in a collision, resulting in four attending hospitals with significant injuries and one losing their life. The collision occurred during the initial stages of the pursuit, meaning it hadn’t yet been reviewed by the senior leadership team (SLT) to authorise the pursuit to continue (IOPC, 2023). This incident underscores the broader issue that even well-intentioned police pursuits can escalate rapidly, reinforcing the critical need for clear policies, sound judgement, and continual risk assessment to protect public safety and maintain trust in policing.

2.5 Media and Public Opinion 

How the media surrounding pursuits is presented and which platforms have published these stories will attract the attention of different demographic personalities. Televised and printed news outlets tend to attract an elder audience, (Bergstrom, 2020). Bergstrom, (2020) states that elder communities seek to receive their news through “traditional media outlets”. Whereas social media platforms will attract a more youthful audience, (Loh, Sun, and Weninger, 2023). The reaction the media will result in, is solely dependent on how it is presented to the audience viewing the content. OFCOM (2024) have recently published their findings of research showcasing the different age groups and what their news is consumed through, explaining that 82% of young adults will get their news through social media platforms whereas 85% of adults over 55 will consume their news through televised platforms, live broadcasted news. Therefore, Police forces having a successful social media platform, will dramatically increase their connection with the younger age group, due to them being more likely to interact with their content through social media. 

Police are often in the limelight when it comes to media attention which inevitably reflects on how police forces are perceived by members of the public nationwide. Research by Society of Editors (2024) found that 67.5% of published stories are either neutral or positive as opposed to the remaining 32.5% being negative. Although this suggests that the media portrays a positive perception of the police, Gower (2023) found that people are more likely to remember the negative media stories. 
This is commonly referred to as “negativity bias” implying subconsciously, humans tend to overlook the positives and find the negatives, (Vaish, et al., 2008). Taking negativity bias into consideration, forces need to deem rebuilding the relationships between the police forces and communities as a priority within their role.

Although it is known that police pursuits are a core part of apprehending criminals, it has been identified the public’s outlook on police pursuits is heavily dependent on the level of crime which has been committed. MacDonald and Alpert (1998) suggest that the public are supportive of police pursuits if the level of crime committed reflects the risks which will continue to be taken during a pursuit. MacDonald and Alpert’s (1998) report concludes that the public are more receptive to the use of police pursuits if the nature of the crime is high, however they’re less receptive when the dangers a pursuit poses is presented to them, especially for a lower-level crime. This implies that officers pursuing a vehicle that fails to stop for them, is not proportionate enough to justify a pursuit of that vehicle, however if a known offender is failing to stop, and is wanted for serious offences, the public are more likely to approve of the use of a police pursuit. 
[bookmark: _Toc201851568]2.6 Demographics and Perceptions 

Payne, Hitchens, and Chambers, (2017) highlight that many younger people from ethnic minority backgrounds report lower levels of trust in the police, shaped by a combination of lived experience, perceived misuse of police powers, and broader social narratives. While negative media coverage plays a role in reinforcing these perceptions, it is not the sole factor. Instead, these attitudes often reflect a more complex reality – one shaped by ongoing issues of inequality, historic tensions, and personal or community-based interactions with police forces. Highlighting the importance of viewing public trust as a multifaceted and deeply rooted issue.
Briggs (2018) implies that news articles involving police and individuals from a demographic background typically receive more media coverage and interaction with the public, this has become apparent since the Steven Lawence enquiry and has been something which police forces face to this current day, often being referred to as “institutionally racist” (Stone, 2013). Of recent times, the death of Chris Kaba that has caused massive upset throughout communities from ethnic backgrounds, disrupting trust between these communities and police, (Liddle, 2024).

Media agencies have been said to carefully choose a headline in a way which is going to get the most attention for their news report (Briggs, 2018). This research investigates the process of news media agencies and how they report upon police pursuits, showcasing the disproportion of pursuits which are chosen to be reported on that have resulted in injury or fatality, as opposed to reporting on successful pursuits whereby the offender has been successfully apprehended, without anyone being injured. Inevitably, affecting the perceptions of the public on pursuits. 
[bookmark: _Toc201851569]2.7 Research Gaps and Future Directions 
 
This literature review researches into the public perception of police pursuits, including the impact that the media can have on the opinions of the public. It is evident that there is limited research into what the public believes to be a justifiable offence for a police pursuit to take place. This research project aims to identify some of the gaps in research, focusing on how these offences can be identified during the “initial pursuit phase” and understanding how to appropriately manage the risks to anyone involved or not involved in a pursuit. The hope is that this research project will compare, analyse and contrast the different opinions to conclude the public’s perception of police pursuits.
[bookmark: _Toc201851570]2.8 Conclusion 

The literature review of public’s perception of police pursuits has identified that they are majorly influenced by the risks involved of any pursuit, how the media portrays stories involving police pursuits and the demographic factors impacting the confidence and trust within police. There appears to be a mounting collection of studies advocating for a reform within British policing and the use of police pursuits. This literature review has identified important gaps within the literature which this study aims to fill. 












[bookmark: _Toc201851571]Chapter Three – Research Methodology
[bookmark: _Toc201851572]3.1 Introduction 

This chapter outlines the methodology employed to investigate public perceptions of police pursuits. Featuring a research strategy, data collection, data analysis/limitations, potential challenges, and ethical considerations. The objective is to apply a structured approach that supports credible and transparent findings. As identified in the literature review, there remains limited research into what the public considers a justified reason for police officers to initiate a pursuit. This research methodology addresses that gap by capturing a range views from participants, offering an evidence-based understanding of public attitudes.
[bookmark: _Toc201851573]3.2 Research Strategy

This research inherits a mixed-methods strategy, combining both quantitative and qualitative data to explore how the public perceives police pursuits. The sensitivity and complexity of the topic – shaped by personal experience, media representation, and wider societal influences (Briggs, 2018) – necessitate a multi-dimensional approach. 

A structured online survey will serve as the primary data collection tool (Keough and Tanabe, 2011). Quantitative questions will produce measurable data for comparison across different demographic groups. Open-ended, qualitative questions will allow participants to express their individual opinions in more detail, (Tang, 2020). The survey will be anonymous to encourage candid responses and will be distributed to individuals from a range of demographic backgrounds. 

To support validity and inclusivity, a random sampling technique will be used, (Emerson, 2015). This strategy aims to minimise bias and ensure a balanced representation. Stratified sampling will also be applied, where responses from different demographics are analysed separately, helping to identify any patterns or inconsistencies (Stratton, 2024). Selected responses will be analysed within demographic categories to facilitate comparison. The overall strategy is designed to produce meaningful data that reflects a variety of viewpoints, without overgeneralising, (Stratton, 2024).

It is important to acknowledge that while efforts have been made to reduce bias, no method can guarantee purely objective or universal truths. This study seeks to add insight and depth to an under-researched area, rather than aims to offer definitive conclusions.
[bookmark: _Toc201851574]3.3 Data Collection

The data will be collected through an online survey, as this method is accessible, efficient, and has been shown to increase response rates due to reduced social pressure, (Wight, 2005). Participants may be more willing to provide accurate and honest responses when anonymity is assured, (Webroprol, 2024). The survey will include both quantitative (close-ended) and qualitative (open-ended) questions, offering a balanced method for gathering data suitable for both statistical and thematic analysis. 

As outlined by Verhoef and Casebeer (1997), using both types of questions allows researchers to explore both breadth and depth in participant responses. The quantitative section will include questions where participants rate or select answers using scales or multiple-choice options. These responses will be translated into charts to visually represent the data trends, as suggested by Unwin (2020), making this information more accessible to readers. 

The qualitative section, positioned at the end of the survey, includes open-ended questions designed to allow for more nuanced opinions. This section aims to uncover the reasoning behind participants’ views, offering a richer insight into public perceptions, (Renjith et al., 2021). The survey will be prefaced with clear information about anonymity, voluntary participation, and data handling procedures. 

Participant recruitment will take place via multiple channels to maximise reach and diversity. These will include email invitations, social media posts, and collaboration with local community groups. Targeted outreach will help engage people from various age groups, geographic locations, and socio-economic backgrounds. While social media offers convenience and reach, it is acknowledged that it may skew participation towards older demographics, as such, additional measures will be taken to share the survey in non-digital settings to better represent the wider public.
[bookmark: _Toc201851575]3.4 Data Analysis

Data analysis refers to the process of examining and interpreting the data to answer the research question, (Fauzi and Pradipta, 2018). Quantitative data will be presented in charts to aid visual interpretation, with comparisons made across demographic variables. This descriptive statistical approach will allow the identification of patterns, such as differences in responses based on age, gender or other characteristics. Outliers will also be considered to understand any anomalies or unexpected views.

Qualitative responses will be analysed using a thematic analysis approach. This method allows for the identification or recurring themes and opinion expressed across the data set, (Naeem et al., 2023). These themes will help demonstrate how different groups understand and relate to the issue of police pursuits. The analysis will highlight commonalities and divergences, aiding to contextualise the quantitative results and adding depth to the findings. 

It is important to note that the aim of this study is to present descriptive insights rather than complex statistical inference. The data will be used to explore trends and themes rather than establish casual relationships or generalisations about the entire population. 
[bookmark: _Toc201851576]3.5 Limitations and Potential Problems

This research method presents certain limitations. Relying on an online survey may introduce sampling bias, as not all individuals have equal access to digital platforms. This could result in underrepresentation of older adults or those with limited internet access, (Pokhriyal, Valentino, and Vosoughi, 2023). 

To mitigate this, the survey will be circulated via multiple platforms – including email, social media, and community-based outreach to engage a broader demographic. Nonetheless, full representation cannot be guaranteed, and this limitation will be acknowledged in the analysis of results. 

Another limitation lies in the self-selecting nature of survey participants. Those with strong opinions or relevant experiences may be more likely to participate, which could influence the balance of perspectives presented. While this research seeks to present a range of views, the findings will not claim to capture a definitive “public opinion”. Instead, they will offer a snapshot of views from a diverse participant group, helping to inform future research and debate. 
[bookmark: _Toc201851577]3.7 Ethical Considerations

Ethical approval is an essential part of this research to ensure participants are protected throughout the study. The survey will be anonymous, with no personal identifiers collected, maintaining participant confidentiality. Informed consent will be obtained before participants begin the survey, clearly outlining the purpose of the research and their right to withdraw at any point without giving a reason. All data collected will be securely stored in line with GDPR requirements, and only the researcher will have access to this information. Given the potentially sensitive nature of police pursuits, care will be taken to reduce any risk of harm or discomfort to participants by ensuring the questions remain respectful and non-intrusive.
[bookmark: _Toc201851578]3.8 Summary of Chapter 

This chapter has outlined the methodological framework for examining public perceptions of police pursuits. A mixed-methods approach using an online survey will generate both statistical and thematic data. A descriptive analysis will allow for the identification of trends across demographic groups, while qualitative responses will offer further insight into individual perspectives. While limitations regarding sampling and representation are acknowledged, the methodology has been designed to enhance validity and reduce bias. Ethical procedures are in place to ensure the security and wellbeing of all participants. The next chapter will present the findings gathered through this strategy.




















[bookmark: _Toc201851579]Chapter Four - Analysis of Results
[bookmark: _Toc201851580]4.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents the analysis of data collected from a survey examining public perceptions of police pursuits. A total of 25 participants responded to the survey, providing insights into how various factors – including demographic characteristics, media representation, and individual beliefs – shape opinions on police policies and practices. Drawing on both quantitative and qualitative data, the analysis interprets the survey findings in alignment with the methodology outlined in Chapter Three and the Literature Review outlined in Chapter Two. The aim is to develop a comprehensive and nuanced understanding of public attitudes towards police pursuits and to identify the key influences behind these perspectives.
[bookmark: _Toc201851581]4.2 Overview of Survey Design and Methodology

The survey produced for this study employed a mixed-method approach, incorporating both closed-ended and open-ended questions (Creswell, 2009). Closed-ended questions utilise a Likert-scale with the intention of capturing the respondents’ level of agreement and disagreement surrounding statements on police pursuits (Croasmun and Ostrom, 2011). The qualitative data received were then supplemented with open-ended questions, allowing respondents to provide written responses on their views of ethical implications and the overall effectiveness of police pursuits.

Targeting a diverse range of demographic characterises including varying age groups, ethnic backgrounds and socio-economic statuses ensured that the respondents answers incorporated the real views of the general public, with the goal of exploring how these factors influenced different attitudes towards police pursuits and how these perceptions are shaped by media portrayals and prior knowledge of police actions. The responses are analysed by using statistical methods (Mishra et al., 2019) for closed ended questions and thematic coding (Xu and Zammit, 2020) for open-ended questions providing both breadth and depth to the analysis.
[bookmark: _Toc201851582]4.3 Quantitative Data Analysis

The quantitative data provided by the survey responses revealed several important trends and correlations, highlighting the diverse range of public perceptions. Respondents were asked to rate their agreement with statements regarding the acceptability of police pursuits in various scenarios, including distinctions between minor and serious offences. The results indicated differing levels of support based on demographic variables. For instance, younger participants generally expressed more support for police pursuits, even in cases involving minor offences, whereas older respondents tended to be more cautious. Differences in opinion were also observed based on ethnicity and media exposure, suggesting these factors significantly influence individual perspectives on police pursuit policies.


[bookmark: _Toc201851583]4.3.1 Age and Risk Perception 

One of the most notable findings in the responses from the various age groups is that 44% of respondents were between the ages of 18 and 24, with the next most popular age group being 25 to 34 accounting for 36% of respondents. 62% of younger respondents (those aged between 18 and 34) agreed that police pursuits should be permitted, regardless of the severity of the offence. This remains consistent with the findings from the literature review outlined in chapter two which suggested younger people regularly display a higher sense of trust in police forces and have a higher tolerance for risk (Timukaite, and Buil-Gil, 2025). Remaining in line with the social trust theory, younger individuals are mostly more trusting with authorities, and may not perceive the risks associated with high-speed chases as severely as the older generation (Doyle, 2024).

Figure 1: Age of Participants 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What is your age?. Number of responses: 25 responses.]
Figure 2: Necessity of Police Pursuits
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Do you believe police pursuits are necessary in policing?. Number of responses: 25 responses.]

On the other hand, elder respondents (those over 45) were more circumspect in their answers, 68% of them agreed that police pursuits should only be used for major offences. This remains consistent with a study completed by Kappes, Greve, and Hellmers (2013) who discovered that older people are more likely to be risk adverse and worry about how police pursuits may affect their safety. Older participants frequently expressed concerns about potential accidents during pursuits and the safety of innocent bystanders. 

[bookmark: _Toc201851584]4.3.2 Ethnicity and Trust in Police

The survey revealed a lack in responses from ethnic backgrounds, consisting of 25 respondents. With 5 stating they’re from communities of colour, whilst the remaining 20 respondents identified as white. 

Figure 3: Ethnicity 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: How do you define your ethnicity?. Number of responses: 25 responses.]

With only 20% identifying as black the statistical comparisons are limited, restricting the ability to draw a firm conclusion and should be interpreted cautiously. However, the initial patterns received, suggest that trust in the police varies by ethnicity, particularly around high-risk incidents such as pursuits. With most white respondents reporting they have trust in the police during pursuits, black respondents expressed lower levels of trust and the concerns they have revolving around pursuits. This disparity is consistent with Wheelock, Stroshine, and O’Hear’s (2019) research, which focussed on communities of colour tend to have lower levels of trust in the police.

Although the sample of ethnic backgrounds is small throughout the survey, the responses suggest that issues of trust are racialised, meriting a deeper investigation. The lack of ethnic diversity within this survey indicates the limitations in the reach, highlighting a potential bias in representation from the respondents, masking the extent of distrust from ethnic minorities. 
[bookmark: _Toc201851585]4.3.3 Media Influence on Public Perception 

Media exposure is a key factor on influencing opinions on police pursuits, as previously discussed in Section 2.5 of the Literature Review. The data collected from respondents within this survey has highlighted that 76% of people are exposed to media reports about crime and policing weekly. Respondents within this survey, who have reported being regularly exposed to media portrayals have generally been supportive of police utilising the powers of pursuits, however, have expressed deeper concerns to the safety of those involved, particularly the general public with 72% of respondents expressing their concerns of putting members of the public at un-necessary risk.

Figure 4: Watching or Reading News Related to Crime and Policing
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: How often do you watch or read news related to a crime and policing?. Number of responses: 25 responses.]
Figure 5: Concerns Regarding Pursuits
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What is your biggest concern regarding police pursuits?. Number of responses: 25 responses.]
[image: A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

According to Vaish et al., (2008) the Negativity Bias Theory contends that negative media representations typically have a greater influence on public opinion than positive ones. The findings of this survey are consistent with this theory. The publics opinion of police pursuits’ efficacy and morality is probably greater influenced by how the media portrays them, especially when it comes to their possible risks and unfavourable outcomes.
[bookmark: _Toc201851586]4.4 Qualitative Data Analysis 

The open-ended responses from participants highlighted further insights into the views of the public. Showcasing several recurring themes related to ethical implications, public safety concerns and the role of police accountability.
[bookmark: _Toc201851587]4.4.1 Concerns About Public Safety

A major concern raised by respondents was the safety implications associated with police pursuits. Many respondents emphasised that pursuits should be limited to situations whereby there is a clear and immediate threat to public safety. Figure 6 focusses on the biggest risks and disadvantages to police pursuits, with several participants highlighting their concerns over the safety of everyone involved, either directly or indirectly. With several participants expressing their concerns over injury or death, “The risk it poses on everyone involved”. 

Figure 6: Risks/Disadvantages of Police Pursuits
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Figure 7 refers to participants suggesting alternative methods for police pursuits, which have been suggested all need to be considered, leaving a pursuit as the last remaining option. With several participants highlighting a lack of police on the ground, potentially deterring criminals from wanting to flee from police. These findings are consistent with the Public Safety Theory, which posits the primary responsibility of police is to protect the public, expressing how pursuits often lead to unintended harm to innocent bystanders, (Goulka, Pozo and Beletsky, 2021)

Figure 7: Better Alternative to Police Pursuits
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4.5 Conclusion 

This analysis of the survey data collected exaggerates the multifaceted nature of public perception on police pursuits. Demographic factors as well as the influence of media portrayals, directly shaping of the perception of police pursuits. The findings suggest the requirement for greater transparency and accountability requiring a more nuanced approach. Practising public safety and addressing concerns of racial profiling. These insights contribute to the wider discussion of police policies and procedures, creating recommendations for future policy considerations.


































[bookmark: _Toc201851588]Chapter Five – Findings and Conclusions
[bookmark: _Toc201851589]5.1 Summary of key findings  

The purpose of this dissertation was to explore the public’s perception of police pursuits throughout the United Kingdom, aiming to develop on key themes identified within the literature review, outlined in Chapter Two and corroborated through the mixed-method survey-based methodology in Chapter Three. Utilising analysis of both quantitative and qualitative data, the research confirmed that public perception is shaped by a range of demographic variables, such as age, ethnicity, media portrayals and police conduct, while broader concerns surrounding safety and accountability emerged. These results resonated with patterns observed in the literature, including the works of MacDonald and Alpert (1998), Payne et al. (2017) and the College of Policing (2024), which mutually underline the sensitivity of police powers in public consciousness.

The methodology was designed to identify both statistical and in-depth personal beliefs allowed for a rugged analysis going beyond superficial generalisations. Highlighted within Chapter Three, combining quantitative Liker-scale items with open-ended questions allowed for the identification of demographic trends as well as exploring the layered perceptions in respondent’s own words. By utilising this approach, the literature gap was addressed, noted in section 2.7, particularly the lack of public insight into what is considered a ‘justifiable’ use of pursuit and how these opinions vary across communities.
[bookmark: _Toc201851590]5.2 Conclusions 

The conclusion drawn from the completed study, reinforced the themes that emerged from the literature as well as adding empirical depth. From this, four major conclusions have been identified, age and risk perception (5.2.1), ethnicity and public trust (5.2.2), media influence and framing effects (5.2.3), and public safety and police accountability (5.2.4) all deepened with both theory and data. 
[bookmark: _Toc201851591]5.2.1 Age and Risk Perception 

This study highlights how age significantly impacts how different people perceive risk in relation to police pursuits, remaining in line with research conducted by Rolison et al. (2014) and the College of Policing (2024). Younger respondents (ages 18-29) were generally more favourable of police pursuits, even for minor infractions. According to the qualitative data highlighted in Chapter Four, 62% of younger adults agreed that any failure to stop, calls for immediate police action. Comparatively, 68% of older participants suggested that pursuits should only be used for violent or high-risk crimes.

The findings noted above align with the risk aversion theory and the concept of generational policing expectations, both referenced within the literature chapter, (2.4 and 2.6). the collected data validates MacDonald and Alpert’s (1998) observation that older individuals tend to perceive greater risk, particularly in situations where public safety may be compromised. This suggests police communication strategies must be detailed to different age demographics, a point highlighted within the research methodology outlined in Chapter Three, where the sample was intentionally varied in age to surface these contrasts.

[bookmark: _Toc201851592]5.2.2 Ethnicity and Public Trust

Complementing the results of Section 2.6, which includes the writings of Stone (2013) and Payne et al. (2017), the longstanding distrust between police forces and ethnic minority communities were echoed within the survey findings. Ethnic minority respondents, though underrepresented, voiced their reservations towards police pursuits, regularly expressing fears of racial profiling and excessive use of force. This remains centred with the broader concerns demonstrated through cases such as Chris Kaba’s, detailed in the literature review. 

While Chapter Three recognised that distributing the survey online might lead to the underrepresentation of certain communities, the analysis of the qualitative responses uncovered widespread feelings of distrust (Section 4.4.2), underscoring the need for culturally competent policing. These results support earlier studies, reinforcing calls for targeted community engagement strategies and anti-bias training. Additionally, it highlights the importance of future research targeting more inclusive sampling, as identified in the limitations section of Chapter Three.
[bookmark: _Toc201851593]5.2.3 Media Influence and Framing Effects 

A significant finding from both the literature review (Section 2.5) and the data analysis (Section 4.3.3) is the notable influence media has on public perceptions of police pursuits. The literature identifies the media as a framing tool (Briggs, 2018) expressing the tendency to prioritise dramatic and negative narratives, also known by Vaish et al. (2018) as “Negativity Bias”. Corroborated throughout the present study, where individuals who have said they are regularly exposed to news stories involving fatal or injurious pursuits, were more likely to oppose the tactic altogether.

The choice to include open-ended questions in the methodology proved to be a crucial decision. Participant responses revealed that participants’ opinions were more strongly shaped by media narratives than by direct personal encounters, with several individuals noting that specific news stories had shifted their views. Aligning with Bergstrom’s (2020) observation that both the format and platform of news significantly influenced beliefs, particularly among younger users on social media. These findings highlight the need for proactive police communication strategies that offer balanced, factual accounts of pursuit incidents (5.3.4), reinforcing a call made by Society of Editors (2024) in the literature review.
[bookmark: _Toc201851594]5.2.4 Public Safety and Police Accountability

The advocacy for accountability was a recurring theme throughout both the literature review and the survey data. Chapter Two emphasised how pursuit-related fatalities, such as those cited by the IOPC (2019 and 2023) have intensified public scrutiny and minimised confidence in police decision making. The survey results obtained, and thematic coding confirmed that the public is not inherently opposed to pursuits, but, demands clear justifications, real-time risk assessment and post-incident transparency.

Chapter Four consistently emphasised how respondents rated “public safety” as a top concern, with many questioning the purpose of pursuits initiated over minor offences. Closely aligning with the principles of proportionality outlined by the College of Policing (2024) and MacDonald and Alpert’s (1998) emphasis on perceived justification. The study substantiates these findings by providing contemporary data on how these concerns manifest across different communities.
[bookmark: _Toc201851595]5.3 Recommendations 

In response to the findings from the research project and building upon themes explored in Chapter Two and Four, the following recommendations are proposed. 
[bookmark: _Toc201851596]5.3.1 Clarify and Publicise Pursuit Policy Guidelines

Emphasised in the literature review, (Chapter 2.7), police forces should aim to make pursuit policies more accessible and understandable to the public. Establishing transparent pursuit criteria and ensuring public access to post-incident evaluations are attainable. Enhancing legitimacy, trust and fostering confidence within police forces.
[bookmark: _Toc201851597]5.3.2 Implement Independent Review Mechanisms 

Drawing from the IOPC recommendations and echoed by the respondents, post-pursuit reviews should be overseen by independent civilian panels to ensure objectivity and increase public trust. 
[bookmark: _Toc201851598]5.3.3 Improve Media Strategy and Public Messaging 

As media framing heavily influences perception, (Briggs, 2018 and Loh et al. 2023), police forces should strategically release footage and statements about successful, proportionate pursuits to balance the negative bias that dominates current narratives.
[bookmark: _Toc201851599]5.3.4 Strengthen Community Outreach in Minority Areas

Consistent with Payne et al. (2017), community engagement in ethnically diverse areas should be increased. Police forces should prioritise transparent communication, community dialogue, and context-sensitive policy implementation.
[bookmark: _Toc201851600]5.3.5 Mandatory De-escalation and Cultural Awareness Training 

As suggested in the survey results and remaining in-line with the findings of Lingle, Calaway and Mathis (2024), pursuit-trained officers should receive annual refresher training in de-escalation techniques and cultural competence, reducing the need for high-risk tactics. 
[bookmark: _Toc201851601]5.3.6 Enhance Future Research with Targeted Sampling

Future studies should prioritise reaching underrepresented groups through targeted sampling and community-based methods. Improving the inclusivity and reliability of data collected, as discussed in Section 3.5.
[bookmark: _Toc201851602]5.4 Limitations of the study

As highlighted within the methodology chapter, this study was limited by numerous factors. Most notably, ethnic minority groups underrepresented due to the reliance within online survey distribution. This led to uneven participant representation, potentially limiting the broader applicability of certain findings – particularly around race and trust.

Additionally, while the survey was well-structured to gather demographic and opinion-based data, it lacked triangulation from police officers themselves, including the perspectives of frontline officers. Face to face interviews or a separate survey could have added valuable comparative dimension, offering insight into how the public expectations align or diverge from operational realities.

Finally, while this study focussed on the UK context, the issue of police pursuits is globalised. Cross-national comparative studies may further illuminate best practices and policy models, particularly when comparing countries with varying legal systems, accountability frameworks and public trust levels.
[bookmark: _Toc201851603]5.5 Final Reflections 

This research project has provided a comprehensive exploration into how the British public views police pursuits, illuminating the factors that foster support, fuel opposition and deepen mistrust. While not fundamentally contentious, police pursuits attract criticism when lacking transparency, clear justification or oversight. 

This study reinforces the insights of previous scholars but also addresses gaps in the literature – specifically, the need for data on public opinions about when and how pursuits should be used. The methodological choices allowed for a meaningful exploration of these perspectives, and the findings present actionable insights for both policy and practice. 

As both police officer and researcher, this study has highlighted the value for public engagement, not only for effective policing but for the preservation of ‘policing by consent’. In an era where institutional trust is fragile, particularly considering recent misconduct scandals and tragic pursuit-related incidents, police forces must continually reflect on their use of force, communication, and public accountability. 

Looking ahead, policing must be rooted in community values and guided by responsiveness and proportionality. Pursuits should remain a viable option, but, only when weighed against the greater good, supported by training, oversight, and above all, the trust of the communities being served. 
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What is your age?
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Do you believe police pursuits are necessary in policing?
25 responses
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@ No, they are too dangerous
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How do you define your ethnicity?
25 responses
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How often do you watch or read news related to a crime and policing?
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What is your biggest concern regarding police pursuits?
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What do you think are the biggest risks or disadvantages of police pursuits?
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Do you think there are better alternatives to police pursuits? If so, what?
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What is your gender

25 responses
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What is your highest level of education?
25 responses
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Have you or someone close to you ever been involved in a police pursuit (As a suspect, victim,

witness or officer)?
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® No
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How safe do you think police pursuits are for the following groups? (1 being very unsafe, and 5
being very safe).
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Which statement best reflects your opinions on police pursuits policies?
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How confident are you that police pursuits are conducted fairly and professionally? (1 being very

confident and 5 not confident at all)
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Do you believe police officers should face legal consequences if a pursuit leads to serious injury or

death?
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How much do you think media coverage influences the public's perception of police pursuits? (1

being no influence, and 5 a lot of influence)
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Have you ever personally witnessed a police pursuit?
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® Yes
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If you have witnessed a police pursuit, how did it make you feel?
25 responses

@ Excited
@ Fearful

28% ® Angry
@ Indifferent
@ Concerned for public safety
/ @ Not applicable
4

0%





image24.png
In your own words, what do you think are the biggest advantages of police pursuits?
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Do you have any other thoughts or opinions on police pursuits?
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5 |police pursuits, and when/how and or why members of the public have different opinions and perceptions of it
T il aim to explore recent case studies and events and the impact that a pursu can have on an indvidual as
vl s the wider public when a pursuit s ongoing_ | will look into the dangers and risks and the justications of|
those who authorise a pursuit based upon the information which is available to them
April 2022 PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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is bos shouid expand as youtype)
Objectives of Research Activity
The obiectives of my research is to determine the different risk levels and perceptions of different
6 |communities and members of the public upon police pursuits. | want to develop a further
understanding into why people do not agree with pursuits and the impacts that pursuits have on an
individual.
bis b showld expand as you type)
Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide 1y of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear
what spe s may be used. If methods other than those lsted in this section are deemed
Spbroprateater. additonal thical spproval for thoss methods wil be nesed. You do ot need 16
justify the methods here. but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary
for you to complete your project.
Twilllook to conduct research into case studies which are available to myself
1wl look to utiise a questionnaire to get a more personalised answer to questions surrounding
7 |police pursuits
his bos shouid expand as you type)
Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place
Abergavenny Police Station
8
bis b showld expand as you type)
Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity wil take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical
considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local
guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/leared societies/universities) that exist and
whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide detals of any
licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised
by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, p
andlor legal sensitivities or vulnerabilties of participants. It you live in the country
the research then please state this
9
Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT | no =
10 | publicly available?
YES o
TYes, please provide details here of how you will gain access {0 speciic documentation that s not
in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the
country in question and that of England and Wales.
1
(this box should expand as vou tyoe
Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being
of Future Generations (Wales) Act 20152 YeEs | No
April 2022 4 PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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INO to every question, then the research activty s (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the
following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

n, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been

Ifthere are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H

Who are the intended participants:
YEs | No

1| Students or staff at the University?

Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
Vulnerable adults?

Children and Young People under the age of 187 (Consent from Parent, Carer or
Guardian will be required)

Prisoners?

Young offenders?

Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with
the investigator or a gatekeeper?

People engaged in illegal activties?

Ofhers Please indicate the participants below, and speciically any group who
9 | may be unable to give consent

o|o|o|o|o|on|e
CRICR CR R N ]

Detalls of any other participant groups: o | =

Police officers and Police staff

i bose should expand as vou tpe)

Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identiy participants and
how will they be recruited?

1 will utiise a questionnaire and share it over the force news
How many participants are | page, allowing every officer and member of staff to complete the
10 | expected? questionnaire if they wish to do so.

I would estimate there

be 30-50 participants for my research

11 | Who will the participants be? | Police staff and Police officers. Family and friends of myself.

ocial media and the police news page. Through

social media | wil be able to share a link to the questionnaire and

request people complete it f they wish to impact my research.

12 | How willyou identity the The police news page is only accessible through a palice issued
participants? device, as such it wil only be other police officers and police staff

who will have access to complete this.

April 2022
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12 | A prosperous Wales

13 | Aresiient Wales

14 | A healthier Wales

15 | Amore equal Wales

16 | A Wales of cohesive communities

17 | A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language

w|o|ofofo|a|o
0@ ||| e (e e

18 | A globally responsible Wales

19 | If YES to any of the above, please give details:

Public perception on police pursuits is a strongly divided topic whereby people are mostly of diferent
opinions.

SECTION F: Scope of Research A

Will the research activity include: YES | NO

1| Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?

Use of interviews?

Use of focus groups?

Use of participant diaries?

Use of computer-generated log files?

Participant observation with their knowledge?

Participant observation without their knowledge?

"Access 1o personal or confidential information without the participants' speciic

consent?

70| Adminisiration of any quesions, fest stmul, presentation that may be
experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful | offensive?

11_| Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect seff-esteem?

2
3
1
5 | Use of video or audio recording?
6
7
8
9

12 | Investigation of participants involved inillegal activities?

13 | Use of procedures that involve deception?

14_| Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?

15 | Working with live vertebrate animals?

olojo|ofo|o|o|o|o|ojo|jo|o|o|o|e
0|5 (09 |6 (09 |09 | B9 | B9 (B9 {0 o9 (9 |0 | |9 | OO

16 | Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?

17| Other primary data collection mefhods. Please indicate the type of data collection
method(s) below.

Details of any other primary data collection method

Recent case studies and news articles

(this bosc should expand as you type)
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Tnformation for participants:
YES | No | NA

you describe the main research procedures fo participants in

19

With questionnaires, will you give pariicipants the option of omitting
questions they do not want to answer?

20

Will you tell participants that their data wil be treated with full
confidentiality and that, if published. it wil not be identifiable as theirs?

3 | advance, o that they are informed about what to expect? = o o
14 | Wil you tell participants that their participation is voluntary? = o o
15 | Will you obtain written consent for particpation? o = o
76 | WiTyou explain o partcipants that refusal o paricipate in the =
research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)? g el
17 | the research is observational, willyou ask participans for their = =
consent to being observed? g
7o | Wil you el participants that ey may wihdraw from the research at =
any time and for any reason? = g
= o o
= o o
= o o

Will you debief paricipants at the end of their participation, in a way

21 | appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
22 [ I NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation
‘The questionnaire will not be mandatory for everyone to complete, as such it will only be
participants who wish to be involved in the research who will be completing the questionnaire.
Information for parti ves | no | wna
24 | Wil participants be paid? o = o
25 [ Is specalist electrical or other equipment to be used with paricipants? | £ = o
“Are there any financial of ofher interests to the investigator or
26 | University arising from this study? o = o
27 | Willthe research activiy involve defiberately misleading participants in =
any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims? e e
28 [ If YES to any question, please provide full details
pated Risks
Gutiine any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the

researchers andlor the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them.

If you have completed a ful risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external
research collaborator) you may append that to this form

Yes | &
No =

Full risk assessment completed and appended?

Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm,
transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

Risk to participants T How you wil itgale the sk o periciparts

PG2 Ethic
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2 [ Informed consent

Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is
involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before
data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent wil be
obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation

On my survey, the first question will be a yes or o, for participants consenting for their answers to
be used for my research

Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If
anonymity s not being offered, explain why this is the case

1wl not require any names or details of anyone completing my survey, ensuring anonymity is
obtained

SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

Does the research act

Data Protection Regula

“DPA')?

“Personal data” means any information refating fo an identiied or identiiable

natural person (data subject). An identifiable natural person is one who can

be identified, directly or indirectl. in particular by reference to an identifier

1| such s a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifieror | & o
o one or more factors specifi to the physical, physiologicl, genetic, mentel,

economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio

recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.

It YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

fty involve personal data (as defined by the General
n 2016 “GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018 YES | NO

Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)? YEs [ NO

“Special Category Gata” meaits sensiive personal data consisiing of ormaton a5

to the data subjects'—

(@) racial or ethric origin,

() poltical opinions,

(c) religious beliefs or other belefs of a similr nature,

3 | (o) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour o o
Relations (Consoligation) Act 1992),

(2) physical or mental heath or conditon,

(0 sexual e,

(g) geneics,

(1) biometrc data (a5 used for ID purposes),

IFYES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs {o be

collected:

Wil data from the research acti
materials for publi

ity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or | YES | NO
ion) be stored in any of the following ways?

April 2022 9 PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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T research acivity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetiing topics (e.g. sexual activiy
drug use) o issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g_ criminal activiy). give
details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline
numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should
make it cear that if something potentially or iis discovered fa project,
it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

Risks o the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, sk of accusation of
harm/impropriety, confiic of interest

Risk to the investigator: Fow you il miigats e sk o T nvestgator

For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data prote

Risk to the University How you wil miigats e sk o e Unvarsiy:

Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

Risk to the environment. How you wil migate the risk to envronment:

Disclosure and Barring Service

rihe research activity involves children or vulnerable aduls, a Disclosure
and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any YES | NO | NA
contact with such participants

Does your research req

you to hold a current DBS Certificate? o|o| =

TFYES, please give the certificate number_If the certiicate number s not
available please write “Pending” in this case any ethical approval will be
sublect to providing the appropriate cerificate number.

SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

T [Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how il this be done and when?
Participants will be given the option if they would like feedback.| will be happy to sit down and talk
to anyone who wishes to have feedback and who wishes to ask me any further questions about my
topic.

April 2022 8 Approval Form
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5 [ Manual fes (i in paper form)? o o
6 | University computers? o o
7 | Private company computers? = o
8 | Home or other personal computers? o o
9 | Laptop computers/ CDs! Portable disk-drives! memory sticks? o o
10 | “Cloud"storage or websites? = o
11 [[Oher—speciy 5 5

For all stored data, explain the measures T place fo ensure the securly of he data collected, dafa
12 | confidentialy, including detais of backup procedures, password protection, encryption,

anonymisation and pseudonymisation

Data Protection

Will the research activty involve any of the following activtes: YEs | No
13 | Electronic transfer of data in any form? o =
1| ST of Gata Wi ofhersat e Unversy owsde of e mmedar esearch | =
15 | Sharing of data with other organisations? o =
16 | Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK? o =
17 | Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers? | &1 =
18 | Publicaion of data that might allow identification of indviduals? o =
19 | Use of data management system? o =
20 | Data archiving? o "

1f YES to any question, please provide fulldetais, explaining how this will be conducted in
21 | accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any intemational equivalens,

where appropriate):
22 | List all who will have access to the data generaed by the research activiy

Only myselfwill have access to t, as well a the university upon my submissions
23 [Listwho will have control of. and act @ custodian(s) for, data generated by the research ach

1 will have full control over work research and work

T S eI e [T T e e o e D T,
24 | where data will be stored. how long for, and in what form. Willdata be archived i so how and i

not why not.

0 PG2 Ethic
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25 | Please indicate ifyour data vl be stored in e UWTSD Research Data Repositoy (see
hitps researchdata.untsd ac.uk ). If so please explain. (Most relevant fo academic staff)

Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see
26 | hitps:/jwww uwisd ac ukllibrary/research-data-management/) = =
Confimm that you are aware that you need to keep all data unfi after your
27 | research has completed or the end of your funding YES -
April 2022 1 Approval Form
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SECTION K: Declaration

The information which | have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. | have
attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my
obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application | hereby confirm that | undertake to ensure that the above named
research activity will meet the University's Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is
published on the website: https/jwww uwtsd ac uklresearchiresearch-ethics/

Date: 2211072024
1 | Signature of applicant: | Joshua Jackson

For STUDENT Submissions:

5 | Director of Date:
Studies/Supervisor
3 | Signature:
For STAFF Submissions:
4 | Academic Director! Assistant Date:
Dean
5 | Signature:

Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the
guidelines and attached any required documentation

B | I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

® | I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full

® | I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

B | I have attached a copy of finalfinterim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)
o | Ihave attached a full isk assessment (where appropriate) ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE

ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

& | !understand that it is my responsibity to ensure that the above named research activity will meet
the University's Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

| understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents.
& | (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be
confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.

RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY
Once complete, submit this form via the MyT.SD Doctoral College Portal at (htips://mytsd uwtsd ac. uk)

RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application duringits processing must be in iriting and emailed to
paresearch@uwtsd ac uk . with the title Ethical Approval followed by your name.

STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form
(and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.

April 2022 2

Approval Form




image41.png
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU

Y Drindod Dewi Sant
UNIVERSITY OF WALES
Trinity Saint David

SWANSEA - ABERTAWE




