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Assignment 2.
Scenario question.

Criminal law is a set of rules and regulations which act in identifying the crime suspects to justice by the manner of fair trials to free the innocent person and convict and give punishment to the guilty one. These laws allow rehabilitating the criminals (Allen, Loveless and Derry, 2020). The set of rules which fall in the category of criminal law are the laws related to police investigations, criminal trials and awarding punishments to the guilty. As per English criminal law, the principle of 'beyond reasonable doubt' is applied while delivering the judgements whereas the civil courts apply the principle of 'on the balance of probability'. In this report, the various aspects of criminal law are explained in a detailed manner with a special reference to a scenario. The report further includes the type and nature of criminal laws and what are the elements available for defence. 

Carla's act of stabbing the knife in the chest of Jamie is a serious act that can lead to the death of Jamie. The gravity of this act is extremely high which amounts to an attempt to kill someone. So, this offence can be termed as an 'attempt to murder'. According to English criminal law, an attempt to murder is a specific crime where there lies an intention to cause the death of an individual under the king's peace. The act of Carla is considered as a criminal attempt which shows her specific intention that she wanted to cause severe harm or even death to Jamie and took steps towards the act's commission and was not successful in accomplishing the offence. The attempted crimes are considered criminal offences which are punishable by law (Martin, Storey, and Wortley, 2022). To convict an individual for the act of attempted crime, the prosecution is required to put the proof that aligns with the fact that the individual had any such intention to conduct the offence and just because of that he took this step more than just a mere planning. The punishments which are awarded for attempted crimes are not as severe which are those awarded for the completed crimes, but the gravity of that attempted crime is also assessed. So, in the case of Carla and Jamie, this offence has come out as an “attempt to kill.” The serious injuries caused to Jamie made this act an attempt to kill as the gravity of the attack was assessed.

According to the definitions mentioned in the Criminal Attempts Act 1981, the concept of “attempting to commit an offence” is defined in a detailed manner. According to it, if to commit a crime, an individual does not act which is more than just preparatory to the commission of the offence, shall be made guilty of attempt to commit an offence. In the district regions of England and Wales, an attempt to murder or attempted murder is considered a serious offence as per section 1(1) of the Criminal Attempts Act, 1981. This offence is considered a serious offence which can also have the punishment for life imprisonment (Bokovnya, Khisamova and Begishev, 2019). The term 'Mens Rea' which means guilty mind, mind is regarded with murder which has generally an intent to kill or cause injury to a person very grievously where there are high chances of death, on the other hand, attempted murder is related to an intent to kill and an open act towards committing homicide. The meaning of the word 'attempted murder' is limited to the planning of the murder and not killing a person. The attempted murder is not an actual murder whereas it is just a mere planning. It takes a lot of difficulty to punish the convicted person if he is found guilty of attempted murder (Monaghan, 2022). The offence of Carla defines the exact concept of the attempt to murder where the intention was there to cause harm, but no such complete commission of the offence was committed.

The case scenario mentioned in the report complies with the fact that the offence committed by Carla of stabbing a knife in the chest of Jamie was considered an “attempt to murder.” This answer is justifiable in various manners because there are certain factors which prove the fact that the offence was such. There was the prevalence of an intention from the side of Carla. Carla had the intention to cause bodily harm to Jamie which can cause his death. To commit the crime, she used a knife and that shows the level of planning that she had done to accomplish her intentions (Craig and Búrca, 2020). Then she committed the crime by stabbing the knife. This act caused serious injuries to Jamie. Though Jamie did not die because of medical examination over him by the doctors but the act of Carla amounts to attempted murder. If in this case, Jamie had died by this act of Carla, this would have been a case of murder but the failure of successful happenings of Carla's intentions led it to be called as an attempt to murder. Committing this offence can lead to severe punishment given to Carla but not as harsh which are given in the case of actual murder. It depends upon the level of injury Carla has contributed to Jamie. Carla is mature to understand the consequences of her acts but even after knowing this, she has done an offence which shows that this criminal act of hers was intentional.

Carla's act is criminal, and the proof of her involvement is apparent. She has committed an offence of attempting to murder by stabbing a knife into the chest of Jamie. There are always defence grounds present before the offenders where they can prove their innocence. The very first defence ground which is there for Carla is that she might have used the knife in the process of her self-defence. When Jamie returned home, he was dunked and completely intoxicated (Ferreira, 2021). This might have also happened that he had used physical force against Carla to cause an injury to her but in the retaliation process, she had picked up the knife and stabbed it into his chest. Another ground over which Carla can be protected is the ground of her mental instability. Jamie on the one hand consumes the intoxicated drinks and ruins their relationship, having extramarital affairs with a co-worker on the other hand these immoral activities of Jamie are impacting the peace of Carla's mind severely. Jamie's act of having extramarital affairs is criminal. Thus, these acts gave an indirect motivation to Carla to bring back the stability of her mind once again by breaking that relationship (Sznycer and Patrick, 2020). So, these are some strong grounds which can ensure the effective defence of Carla.

In the provided scenario in this report, there are certain factors which are linked with each other and are the utmost reasons for the commission of certain crimes. The acts of Jamie consuming intoxicated drinks and neglecting their relationship have impacted the mental stability of Carla severely (Mitsilegas, 2022). This act forced Carla to come out of that zone so that is why she picked up the knife and stabbed Jamie. After this that turned out to be an attempt to murder from the side of Carla. The extramarital affairs of Jamie with a co-worker further added fuel to the fire. This act of Jamie completely shattered the peace of Carla's mind and she attempted to kill Jamie. All these factors are linked with each other as stated. The intense argument between Jamie and Carla cannot be missed. In that argument, there might have been certain talks which had incited Carla to commit that offence, so all these factors are linked collectively. Carla' act of attempt to kill has brought her before facing the trial and once she has been convicted of this crime, she must bear the punishment.

In the above-mentioned report, various aspects related to English criminal law are mentioned. A scenario has been used in defining the concept of 'attempt to murder'. The difference between an actual murder and an attempt to murder has been explained. According to the case scenario, the type of offence has been found out which was committed. The various kinds of punishments for those offences and the grounds of defence for the accused party are also mentioned which explains the complex elements of English criminal law effectively and efficiently. At last, various significant points related to the case scenario have been discussed.
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