An academic poster is a method of showcasing your research. 
The purpose of a poster is to present a piece of work that is visual and which can stimulate an exchange of ideas between the presenter and the audience reading the poster.


Planning your poster
· What is the aim of your poster?
· What is your key message? *
· Read the question and the specific learning outcomes carefully.
· Break up the question into its parts and assign the parts to different areas of the poster, converting the aspects of the question into headings
Don’t forget to include definitions and a way forward
 



Gathering your information
· Acknowledge and reference the work of others that you have used. Use a variety of reputable sources. 
· Short references must be included on the poster. Images must be referenced to their publication website (not Google search). 
· The poster should be a mixture of diagrams, pictures, graphs, bullet points and quotes.

· 










How to express criticality on a poster
Comparing and contrasting different perspectives. E.g. policy and practice, or different theoretical ‘lenses’ on an issue.
Showing limitations of knowledge, and of approaches **
Comparing intentions and outcomes ***







Design
When you are designing your poster you will need to think about a number of issues with the aim of making your poster session eye-catching and easy to read.
· How are you going to structure your information?  Use arrows to show how the different parts of the poster are connected
· Prioritize your information. Decide what the most important element of your poster is and provide this first or make it stand out.
· How are you going to layout your information? (you might want to sketch out the layout by hand first to see where things should go)
· How should you use and combine text, graphics and colour?
· Using graphs, charts, pictures or photographs adds interest to a poster and helps to break up the text






Use of text and colour
· Break text down into small chunks that are easy to read; use paragraphs and bullet points to do this.
· Begin new sections with headers, using larger or bold text.
· Use fonts which are easy to read.
· Use colour to add interest and break up your poster 










Presenting and submitting your poster
· It should be designed in the proportion of an A2 word document (only available in Microsoft Office 2010 or later), A3 document, or on Powerpoint (1 slide for the poster, one for the reference list) and will be displayed on screen when you give your presentation. If you want to use Publisher, please ensure that you convert to pdf before submitting via Turnitin.
· Bring a hard copy of your poster (in A4 size) with reference list on the day of the presentation and a saved copy on a memory stick.





* Example: If your poster was about inclusion: Inclusion is a multi-faceted process which requires changes on an environmental, policy and cultural level.

** Example: If your poster was about disability, you might use two columns to highlight different approaches/views towards including a person with a disability when using the ‘medical model’ vs the ‘social model’ perspective.

*** Example: If your poster was about poverty and educational outcomes you might outline that Educational Maintenance Allowance (EMA) was designed to enable young people from poorer backgrounds to stay on for 6th Form/go to college, but that this has led in some cases to young people staying on in education when they have little interest in the subjects/course they are studying.


