In this essay I will discuss the effect of teacher subject knowledge on the teaching of English and Maths in Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2. In the Foundation Phase I was placed in a mixed ability reception class. For this essay, I will be using the element ‘Using Geometry Skills’ and the ‘shape’ aspect, (Learning Wales, 2009). This is part of the reception criteria. For Literacy in the foundation Phase, I will be using the element of ‘locating, selecting and using information’ and the aspect of ‘reading strategies’ (Learning Wales, 2009). In Key stage 2, I was in a mixed ability year 3/4 classroom. For Numeracy, I will be using the element ‘Using Geometry Skills’ and the aspect of ‘Shape’. This will be using the year 3 and year 4 criteria. For literacy, I will be using the element of ‘Organising ideas and information’ and the aspect of ‘Structure and Organisation’. 
For the reception class I was in, this was their first experience of being taught shape. This meant that there was a wide range of base knowledge in the class. This class was mixed ability, and the children had a wide variety of home environments. Due to this, I decided to assess their initial knowledge before deciding on a particular teaching strategy for imparting this knowledge onto them. In order to assess them, I devised an informal game, which would allow me to discern their base knowledge and devise what their next steps should be. I started this by showing the children shapes and asking them to tell me what they were. Those that could do this with ease, I then asked how they knew which shape was which. They were not able to tell me, which led me to plan a lesson in which I would teach them the properties of shapes, and how to discern a shape they did not know.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I then asked the children for examples of shapes they know in their everyday lives, for example what things do you know that are circles. Many children were able to give examples of shapes they know; however, they were only able to give examples of simple shapes such as a circle or square. This told me that they need some experiences of more complex shapes, such as triangles and rectangles. In particular, many of the children struggled to know the differences between a square and a rectangle, as these have similar properties and can be hard to see the difference between. This gave me the basis of a focus task which could be undertaken as a part of the main task, which would help them see the difference between a rectangle and a square.
