Materialities Workshop

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Working in pairs or in small groups, present your own personal object and discuss its significance. Think about the object’s materiality (thingness) and how it informs you, your being, your personal identity, sense of self, individuality etc.

2. Analyse your partners object (or choose one of the objects in your group), within the theoretical constructs discussed in the lecture. You should consider the following concepts:
· Object agency;
· Biography of object: what is its life history?
· Does this object have “value” through its associations with people (beyond your ownership of the object)?
· Entanglement: how is this object intertwined in your life?
· Biographical objects: intrinsically intertwined in your life history:
· History objects: a vehicle for memory / tangible bond with the past:
· You might equally want to think about this object as text, doing a structural analysis.

3. How can we extrapolate from this to interpreting an archaeological artefact / object from an ancient civilisation?


