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Bernard of Clairvaux also known as Saint Bernard was a prominent figure in the medieval Christianity. He was born and raised in France in 1090 and died in 1153, at Clirvaux Abbey in Champagne. The passage from Bernard, “A Letter to Robert” provides a complex discussion of the issues of pledges made on behalf of a kid, versus those made by the child themselves, in the context of family and religious responsibilities. Set against the backdrop of mediaeval society, where domestic ties and religious duties held great importance, the subject is important for comprehending the details of parental authority, individual agency, and religious observance. Based on the content and the context of this text, it is clear that this passage was intended for the audience who are interested in analysing subjects as familial connections, religious convictions, and societal expectations. More so extending it to Scholars and those interested in mediaeval literature, religious studies, or cultural history. This commentary delves into the vows of the father and son, covering the view of Bernard and how he sees this. 
The passage offers a nuanced examination of the weight and legitimacy of vows, highlighting the opposing dynamics between parental promises and personal choices. The passage's structure and wording encourage readers to consider the ethical and moral consequences of promises made on behalf of others verses vows made autonomously. Authority, permission, and obligation are significant elements in the analysis, as they are intimately woven into the fabric of familial and religious contexts. The mention of Benedict and the Cluny abbey offers a historical and cultural context for these arguments, implying the intricate interaction of history, ritual, and personal initiative.[footnoteRef:1] The commitment a father makes on behalf of his son, especially when the son is too young to understand, represents the paternalistic mentality that pervades many historical and cultural settings. In mediaeval society, parental authority was vital, and fathers frequently functioned as guardians of their children's futures, making decisions for them. This included making vows or agreements that would affect the child's life path, such as pledges of allegiance to a specific religious organisation or vows of inheritance and succession.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  Jacques Le Goff, Time, Work, and Culture in the Middle Ages, Google Books (University of Chicago Press, 1980) <https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Time_Work_and_Culture_in_the_Middle_Ages/FGYX_7bg10UC?hl=en&gbpv=1>
]  [2:  Berkowitz, David S., “Lawrence Stone. The Family. Sex and Marriage in England, 1500-1800. New York: Harper & Row, 1977. 24 Pl.+xxxi+800 Pp. $30,” Renaissance Quarterly, 32.3 (1979), 396–403 <https://doi.org/10.2307/2860201>
] 

The passage delves into the differences and similarities between promises made by fathers and sons, offering light on the nature of familial connections and individual agency in mediaeval society. A significant difference is the origins and authority of these vows. In the passage, the commitment made by the father on behalf of his son shows the paternalistic attitude where fathers exercised enormous control over their children's future. For example, in the passage Bernard mentioned about the father having a Land so that they child would be able to inherit it when he gets older.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Thomas Merton, The Cistercian Fathers and Their Monastic Theology: Initiation into the Monastic Tradition 8, Google Books (Liturgical Press, 2016) <https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/The_Cistercian_Fathers_and_Their_Monasti/_1OnDAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1> 
] 

Despite the numerous amounts of differences that fathers' and sons' vows share, both forms of vows have inherent meaning and repercussions for the parties involved. A vow, whether given by a parent or son, is a commitment that has moral, ethical, a sense of identity or religious significance. Furthermore, the passage alluded to the difficulties involved in keeping these pledges. While fathers may encounter difficulties in upholding vows made on behalf of their sons, especially if the child's interests or circumstances diverge from the initial commitment, sons may also face challenges in fulfilling vows they have made for themselves, grappling with societal expectations or unforeseen circumstances.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Sophie Legros and Beniamino Cislaghi, ‘Mapping the Social-Norms Literature: An Overview of Reviews’, Perspectives on Psychological Science, 15.1 (2019), 62–80 <https://doi.org/10.1177/1745691619866455>.
] 

From my research, one can say that Benedict's evaluation of fathers' and sons' vows shed light on broader social perspectives about parental authority, individual agency, and religious vows. Benedict's opinion on the connections and commitments is likely to reflect prevalent cultural and religious standards, as he represents religious authority and wisdom. His support for father vows made on behalf of a child, particularly in the context of religious commitments, may emphasise the value of parental authority and the sanctity of familial relationships within the societal framework. 
The work offers an engrossing view into the complicated weave of familial relationships, individual autonomy, and religious obligations especially in the mediaeval society. The chapter sheds light on the intricacies of human relationships and societal expectations via the lens of paternal pledges and personal agency. Whether considering fathers' authority in shaping their children's destiny or the significance of personal vows made in pursuit of individual goals, the text stimulates thought on timeless issues such as identity, duty, and tradition. As readers follow the narrative or analytical journey outlined before them, they are reminded of the ideas' enduring relevance across cultures and generations. Finally, the passage serves as a heartbreaking reminder of the difficult balance between familial ties, independence from others, and tradition's long-standing influence on the development of human lives.
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