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Multilingual practice in the early years.1501 Word Count


This assignment will look at multilingualism. It will focus on what it is and possible positive and negative impacts it could have on a child’s development. Multilingualism is the definition of being able to speak, understand or have an awareness of more than one language.

According to ECD Training, (2023), the ability to be multilingualism is becoming an importance to children. There is an increase in children growing up in homes where there is more than one language communicated, from research carried out. National Literacy Trust (2022), highlights that having the ability to communicate in more than one language should be celebrated, promoted and importantly supported. There are many positives to being multilingual from a young age, especially as it stimulates the brains development and further helps the child to learn. According to (Chibaka, 2018, P. 19 - 24) there are a variety of advantages to being multilingual and an interesting study is that it can delay an Alzheimer’s disease or aging mental disorder. There have been studies conducted on patients in memory clinics and due to them being multilingual, have shown that they have better cognitive performance, further delaying the onset of Alzheimer’s Disease. A standout benefit is that having the ability to communicate in more than one language provides greater career opportunities. The ability to have more than one language can become a critical factor for some employers, being able could also give opportunity in the future to travel and see more of the world whilst working and enhancing a career path. To be able to speak in more than one language can benefit a child socially as they are able to communicate in a larger circle, they can communicate their play, ideas, feelings etcetera without a worry that they do not understand.

Norfolk County Council (No date), discuss that English as an additional language (EAL) is a child learning the English language alongside their first language. TheBellFoundation, (No Date), explains EAL has in place their 5 stage model acquisition of development which breaks down the stages in which a child learns. The first stage shows that the child is new to the language and has a very basic vocabulary, needing a considerable amount of support. The second stage, the early acquisition where they can use a limited vocabulary of words for social purposes, continuing to need a significant amount of support to access the curriculum. The third stage is the developing competence, which is where the child begins to confidently speak English, but there are still errors requiring ongoing support. Fourth, the child is in the competent stage where the speech is more complex, has a wider vocabulary and now only needs some support. The last stage, fluent, where the child can speak English in a full range of situations and can operate without support across the curriculum. Department for Education, (2024), explains in what ways a practitioner can support a child with EAL by building on what they already know, modelling accurate use of the language and observing how the child responds to best support them. It is important that there are resources are available to them to further aid their learning and ensuring that there are visual images to help the child to understand, identify and recognize. 

According to Bachmann (2022) In order for the brain to process language it has to go through four stages after having heard words. First, the Auditory Cortex stage where the brain processes the words. Next, the Wernicke’s Area which is where the sound turns into meaningful language. From here, it travels to the Broca’s Area where the brain begins to produce a response before travelling to the Motor Cortex, the area that helps to physically say words to be able to communicate a sentence. Cohen (no date) discusses that there are many advantages to a child’s development through being multilingual. An advantage is that it can help in supporting brain development. It gives the ability for people to be able to pick up on different language structures, creates an understanding of basic sentences better than those who can only speak one language. By having the ability to understand, it allows for children to be more comfortable and able to be natural communicators. It can help towards pro longing a mental decline as people age, exercising the brain jumping between different languages is particularly effective in attaining a healthier brain. Exploringyourmind, (No date), discusses how although there are mostly advantages, there may be disadvantages to learning a second language to the brain’s development. For example, they could have a lesser vocabulary due to not focussing on one language and having to switch between two or more. (Lemetyinen, 2023) explains that Chomsky’s theory highlights how humans have and inborn biological capacity to develop and learn any language and that grammar is a vital skill needed for children to be able to learn languages.

According to Sabater (2021) divergent thinking can be described as a child with an open mind, they may think of endless play possibilities or have various answers to questions. There would be no right or wrong answer or outcome. Divergent thinking, explained by Matyas (No Date) can be seen as generating tons of creative ideas when problem solving, whereas convergent thinking is having one right answer to a solution. They are opposite thinking mindsets, and children who are able to think more creatively would tend to have greater capability in using their divergent thinking. In hindsight, divergent thinking would be used to discover, to explore and further develop. However, convergent thinking is used to define to get all the information and analyse to reach a decision to deliver an answer. As discussed by Stephanie (2021) children’s divergent thinking skills can be prompted by adult role models by giving open ended prompts allowing them to have control and loose creativity input. Bookish activities can be introduced whereby the children can collaborate with the book. According to Psychology for Mental Health (No date) there are plenty of benefits of divergent thinking such as an ability to creative enhancement where a child’s imagination is stimulated. The ability to problem solve, to be able to approach challenges and creating various options using conventional ideas. Decision making could be enhanced as the child is able to consider available options, exploring other options and by doing this are able to think strategically eliminating risk and creating better opportunities. 

The (Welsh Government, 2017) discuss the future of Wales and the plans to keep the Welsh language alive by introducing a plan to get one million Welsh speakers by the year 2050.The aim highlights the promotion of nationality, regionally and locally in order to better understand and support bilingualism and the desire of Welsh speakers. Accessing (Government Communication Service, 2019) it can be seen that The Welsh Language Act 1993 (Act) places a duty on public organisations to treat the English and Welsh languages equally when providing any service in Wales. The act had encouraged some organisations to implement their own Welsh language schemes to promote the language, whilst others using it as a standard guideline along the Welsh Language Measure (Wales) 2011. According to (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008) there are 7 core aims for children and young people in Wales, developed from the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). The core aims ensure a flying start in life and the best possible platform base for their future growth and developments, access to a comprehensive range of education, training and learning which includes personal and social skills, access to physical, mental, social and emotional health and the freedom from abuse, victimisation or exploitation. The aim is for everyone to be listened to and treated with respect regardless to their culture and race identity. To have access to a safe home and a welcoming support within the community and are not disadvantaged by any poverty. Within the (UNCRC) is the Curriculum Cymreig which contributes to a child’s development and understanding of the cultural identity unique to Wales, and also to appreciate the different languages that are integral to Wales today, ensuring that everyone is inclusive and can feel a sense of belonging to Wales. The foundation phase supports the cultural identity of all children and promotes celebrating different cultures to help children recognise and gain a positive awareness of others. McLeod (2025) discusses Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, and a human’s basic needs to physiological needs, safety needs, to feel loved and belonged, to have esteem and self-actualization which the Curriculum implements.

In conclusion, the ability to be multilingual can have more advantages than disadvantages to a child. It can allow further opportunities in the future, however, immediate privileges to be able to communicate with a wider circle if more than one language can be communicated. The ability to be multilingual can provide a child with a sense of belonging within their community to be able to form friendships and opportunity to freedom without a life of fear.  
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