[1290][footnoteRef:1] Similarly, on the fourth nones of December [2 December], the nobleman lord William de Briouze and his wife,[footnoteRef:2] with their household[footnoteRef:3] [and] many people at hand, came to the tomb of the man of God[footnoteRef:4] proving through many trustworthy witnesses of a certain youth William, called Cragh of Gower in the land and dominion of the aforementioned lord, had been summarily sentenced to be hanged on the sixth kalends of December [26 November]. Hearing this, the aforementioned youth devoutly appealed to the servant of God[footnoteRef:5] for assistance, praying that he might obtain for him from [God] on high a longer period for penance and changing his behaviour for the better, and he had a silver penny bent to God’s servant.[footnoteRef:6] And behold! When the officers deputed to hang him had hanged him anyway, the rope from which he was hanging broke immediately [and] he fell to the ground, almost dead. And when they had hanged him again, in a short time the transverse beam of the gallows broke in the middle and so he fell to the ground, dead that time, as they said. Nevertheless, the officers, lifting the corpse to the top of one post of the gibbet, monstrously hanged him a third time, waiting around him with a large crowd of people until they were completely certain of his death, then – with him still hanging on the gallows – they left, and everyone returned to their homes. After this, however, the friends of the hanged man came to the aforementioned lord and asked for permission to take down and bury his body. This was granted and he was taken down and brought to the grave for burial. As soon as they had begun to bury him, suddenly, to the astonishment of many, he revived, pulled in his hands and feet and began to speak. When asked by many how he had revived, he answered in a clear voice saying: ‘I confess my life has been restored by [God] on high through the merits of the blessed prelate Thomas Cantilupe.’ Upon hearing these words, everyone who was present at this spectacle gave the most devout thanks to God and his previously named servant. [1:  The running header across the two folios containing this account read ‘IIII anno’. If we therefore take 1287 at the first year, this would mean that the account was recorded in 1290.]  [2:  Mary de Briouze, his third wife. See introduction p. XX for further details.]  [3:  William of Codineston the family Chaplain accompanied the partly to Hereford, as did William Cragh himself, although this is not explicitly stated here.]  [4:  Thomas Cantilupe, at Hereford Cathedral.]  [5:  That is Thomas Cantilupe.]  [6:  The bending of a silver penny was a well known and apparently specifically ‘English’ practice, thought to help invoke a saint’s assistance. See Introduction p. X for further details, and Chapter 4 for further references to the custom.] 
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