  How I and others learn about Business

A. My personal learning environment compared to others. 

There are quite a few applications which I use within my own personal learning environment, which in comparison to some of my fellow students, which I have researched on (week 3, activity 2, your own PLE as a diagram) feel we are more or less all using the same types of applications, which is surprising to me considering that there is a broad age spectrum within our group, however we are all doing the same course and learning the same activities so really it shouldn’t be that surprising. Which only makes me think that we must be similar in our learning ability’s. With technology advancing, more people can have access to things very quickly. Whether in business or personal life, technology has improved communication. With apps like WhatsApp, messenger among other apps it’s improved communication on a business level too.   There are probably more applications that I could use for my PLE, however I only use the one’s important to myself and would rather only use a few applications/platforms than too many. My personal trend is to have certain applications to use daily and others only where I need to use them.
The digital technology I use for learning is My laptop and phone and the digital applications I use are Google for research, Google scholar to reference, YouTube for visual information, On-line university library for information and referencing, social media, e-mail to keep in touch with family, friends, and work. PowerPoint for presentations, banking app for personal financing and weather app just because I like to know what weather lies ahead. The reason I use these digital technologies is simply that it makes me feel more secure with every area in life both personal and for work, but not all students think this for example: YouTube just makes me think of television (I know it probably has to do with age and experience). I'm never watching Television, so it's hard to watch and associate you tube videos with learning, it's something I know I need to get my head around, but it's very hard to concentrate on and take You Tube videos seriously. Richard-Davies (2020). Shows how other students relate and learn to different platforms than others.  
The positive things I have found about learning online are the flexibility to work it around my day. However, I did find that I was unable to bounce around ideas and get instant answers as I do classroom based. It did give me the chance to have the experience of using forums with fellow students and use other applications like twitter and Instagram, that I have never used before within my PLE. I have discovered like myself other students within my group are self-discovering their own personal learning environment and learning new things developing, a working progress I would call it. I have made these assumptions through reading on the forums how other students answer the tasks set. 

B. Personal learning approach on the programme so far.

1. I feel my participation throughout the course so far has been interesting, useful and developing. The reason I say this is that, there has been times when I have felt I understood the concepts of the tasks, only to find that when I came to relay the information in classroom debates, I felt my knowledge wasn’t quite sufficient or I hadn’t understood everything that I had read or discussed, even sometimes with the on-line learning, as when I began to read what my fellow students had wrote, it made me feel as though I wasn’t understanding the questions sometimes. I do however feel that I am probably not alone to feel this.  I do enjoy contributing and bouncing ideas around with other students and learn from their experiences and knowledge but find this doesn’t happen enough in the forums I have participated in and was better classroom based. I am interested in new information others have to offer but again find it works better classroom based as online students don’t tend to be all together at the same time and you don’t get the same type of atmosphere, that is not to say that given the choice I wouldn’t do the course online because I find this in itself equally as useful due to the flexibility it gives me having a busy lifestyle. I would then be able to fit it better around work and home commitments, instead of being committed to being somewhere for a certain number of hours on certain days. The contribution I have so far given to this course, I would say is not only the appropriate amount but also the only amount I’m able to offer within my work life balance. 

2. Individual on-line learning or distance learning, as I see it lets me set and achieve my goals using my digital technology, platforms and applications I have chosen to use. I can choose how and when to carry out my tasks and can learn new information and develop any skills, without being in a traditional classroom environment. The benefits of individual on-line learning are Convenience and flexibility: Online courses offer the ability for students to schedule study time for the rest of their day, rather than the other way.  Students are free to research and work as they wish, for me I have greater focus in online classes due to a lack of distraction in the classroom.

3. Collaborative learning is about the educational approach involving groups of learners getting together to solve a problem or complete a task, as we do in our group within our class at uni. We are given several tasks to complete blogging on a forum and respond to one another’s comments, just like you would do in a classroom environment when debating something, but on-line. The benefits for me of this learning approach are developing thought growth, oral communication, self-management, and leadership skills, promoting relationships between student and faculty, Increase in success, self-esteem and accountability for learning and
Exposure to different viewpoints and enhanced awareness.

4. Some research showing similar statements that match my views on my Individual and collaborative learning are “What were the benefits of independent learning for students? The review found some evidence of the benefits of independent learning, including:  improved academic performance;  increased motivation and confidence;  greater student awareness of their limitations and their ability to manage them;  enabling teachers to provide differentiated tasks for students; and  fostering social inclusion by countering alienation.” (Bill Meyer, 2008). Cornell university (2020) suggests Collaborative learning can take place peer to peer or in larger groups. Peer learning, or peer learning, is a form of collaborative learning which involves students working in pairs or small groups to discuss concepts or find solutions to issues.

5. Through my own experiences during this course I have worked as an individual when producing assignments, drawing from my own learning and knowledge gained, but also worked as a collaborative when in classroom activities or on-line forums. I feel that collaborative learning generates better approaches that may not have been found independently and facilitates the exchange of work for improved learning. I have also felt this promotes confidence-building, collaboration, practical learning, application, and acceptance and develops problem-solving skills. However, all the group members may not participate equally. In this kind of situation, also some students may not feel comfortable expressing themselves and their ideas within the group. 
C. Critical reflection of how I use digital technology.  

My trend with internet use and location over the last ten years would highly likely to have increased substantially, both at home and elsewhere, due to more confidence and popularity in my technology use.  I would say I spend about 10-20 hours of time on the internet, both at home and out and about. This would indicate changing times, and no longer being afraid to use it.  
The popularity of a mobile phone has increased with me because of the convenience of being able to use it anywhere and being easier to transport around. 
Search engines are useful I find as you can usually find what you are looking for just by putting in key words, however the information you may get might not all be accurate. 
I do feel that my computer skills are from previous courses and training, but as time and technology has evolved, I am now finding some of my computer skills are trial and error due to my training being outdated. I have become a little bit of an expert searcher as I tend to search for information and use YouTube to show me how to do new things with technology to keep me updated.
I feel my learning approach as an individual towards my course is a positive one. Over the terms, I used, and use google as a platform for other web applications daily, more so since being at university for gathering and researching information on whatever was and is required for my work and assignments. The world’s information made universally accessible and useful is what google brings to help me achieve this.  Additionally Google is the leading and quickest search engine, Google has introduced a wide variety of other products and services that are used by individuals and businesses around the world, which include google maps, Gmail, google news, chrome browser,(Notesmatic 2019) which is good in one sense but not all the information on Google is correct due to it being heavily reliant on digital advertising. You do get conflicting information from different sites I have visited, therefore I also turned to Google scholar and UWSTD on-line library for further research. Where I would find Journals and articles written by other students and professionals, this being more accurate source of information. Some of the good opportunities using google for me is the ease of being able to find almost anything, google being a platform for business offers me lots of choice from the different business out there, where I could pick and choose information from sometimes leading on to something else. One of the problems for me using google is most of the time to get the best out of the information your searching for you have to say yes to the cookies, Cookies are the most common method of tracking users across multiple websites, which can store a wide range of information, including personally identifiable information (such as your name, home address, email address, or telephone number) of which I disagree with. Google will always have good and bad points but it’s the way of the new age.
During my term at Uni I have also used PowerPoint which is a computer program that allows you to create and show slides to support a presentation. I combined text, graphics and multi-media content to create a professional presentation. I used it to deliver my presentation, which I very much enjoyed and through feedback from tutor marking, felt I delivered it quite well to my tutor and peers. I have used PowerPoint many times in the past, in my work environment.  I think the advantage in using PowerPoint is it’s easy to present and maintain eye contact with a wide audience by simply using a mouse click to advance the slides, usually eliminating the need for handouts to follow the message. The disadvantage is your building slides so that you must show it rather than outline, arrange and concentrate on the message. Although PowerPoint is one of the most versatile and convenient devices for making presentations and presenting them. I can spend countless hours working in PowerPoint and testing my creative skills and designing slides. Using the thousands of templates and themes it has, is simple to create fun, good-looking designs. The only risk for me using PowerPoint was that technology can and does fail, so my presentation was backed up with a paper copy hand out.
YouTube is another Platform I use. YouTube is a video-hosting infrastructure for other sites, devices, and desktop applications. YouTube is a free to use service and can be a great space for people to discover things they like.  However, I generally use it for how to guides and research. YouTube is the best place to listen, share, and create community. 
Other platforms I use are Facebook, the social media site to interact with family, friends, but also to advertise for our business. 


D. My Position to digital on-line learning:
[bookmark: _GoBack]
I use digital on-line learning in business with my job, we must update our knowledge with health and safety and fire amongst other things on a regular basis, so we can all keep connected with our learning.
Advice I would give to new undergraduates starting on my programme is to analyse yourself as an individual to see how much Digital learning you use and if it could be improved upon. To help with future on-line learning set up twitter, Facebook, and Instagram accounts of which could be useful to them during the course work, and last of all enjoy the whole experience.
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