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Topic 7: 
Monasticism and the new religious orders

A guide to Lecture 3: ‘Not monks but friars’

The Thirteenth-Century & the Church:
· Waning (‘crisis’?) of monasticism, rise of mendicant religiosity
· Monasticism: loses vigour & fervour of 11th & 12th cents; = poverty & separation within a community (corporate ownership and interests)
· Did monastic decline precede, or was it caused by, rise of mendicants?
· Rise of urban communities: wealth, education, secularism
· Rise of secular clergy
· Zenith of papal power
· New spiritual anxieties, religious tensions
· Doctrinal confusion & apocalypticism

Holy Poverty:
· Religious expression through devotion to poverty (esp. Francis of Assisi)
· Mendicantism:
· Providential response to contemporary spiritual crisis (Innocent III)
· 12th-century experiments: Waldensians, Humiliati, etc           some authorisation of lay preaching (Innocent III):
· Major innovation
· Threatens sacerdotal position of priesthood
· Double challenge: priesthood & old interpretation of vita apostolic

Coming of the Friars:
· Friars Minor (Francis), Friars Preacher (Dominic)
· Same fervour, same contexts: radical ideas overturn traditional concept of monastic retreat.
· Chronicon Urspergense:
·  ‘At that time the world was growing weary: two Orders emerged which gave it new life in the most brilliant way, and the Apostolic See supported them: the Friars Minor and the Friars Preacher’.

Order of St Francis of Assisi:
· Francis comes from urban mercantile context: rejects wealth for poverty
· Confusions over his message, intentions, deathbed testament
· Thomas of Celano (d. c. 1265): 
· earliest Life, commissioned by Gregory IX, begun 1228, vivid portrayal (poverello)
· second Life, 1244x7, new details, reflects tensions in order
· St Bonaventure (1221-74): Francis = 6th angel of Apocalypse, messianic role.
· 13th cent debates over meaning of his life & teaching          Spirituals versus Conventuals

St Francis:
· Giovanni Francesco di Bernardone; born 1181 or 2, in Assisi (Perugia, Umbria)
· Wealthy mercantile family, supposed to inherit father’s cloth business
· Wild youth: rich, knightly/courtly culture, city-dwelling, well-dressed, friends, girls, etc.
· 1204: illness, vision, spiritual conversion:
· Begins withdrawal from world, falls in with beggars
· Embraces a leper: climactic moment of conversion
· Seeks out poverty
· Speaking crucifix at San Damiano church: 
· literal interpretations; renunciation of possessions; begging in Assisi; restoration of church of San Damiano (with money from his father’s cloth); renunciation of earthly father for The Father; protection of bishop of Assisi 
· 1208: hears Matthew 10.7.16 – Christ’s injunction to apostles to go barefoot and without possessions in worldly ministry.
· Takes this literally; dresses like pauper; calls others to join him; preaching & followers
· 1210, Rule: seek desert in world (cf. monastic movements)
· 1216, Jacques de Vitry: salvation through ministry of these poor & humble men 
· Absolute poverty = problems for the Church (ultimately declared heretical)

Growth of Friars Minor:
· Francis never ordained; community lives as lesser brothers, fratres minores
· Manifesto of lifestyle; 1209 verbal (not written) affirmation from Innocent III
· Concentrated in central Italy 
· Appeal to women: Poor Clares, Damianites (same ideal, not wandering)
· Francis & his order:	
· 1217, General Chapter: universal mission, ‘provinces’ & dispatch
· 1219, preaches to Sultan of Egypt (al-Kamil, brother of Saladin); 1220, Moroccan martyrs; 1223, second rule  approved by Honorius III; 1224, stigmata; 1225, Canticle of Creation; 1226, testament & death; 1228, basilica at Assisi
· not natural administrator; gives control to another; remains figure of guidance
· testament tells you much about Francis & his faith: apostolic poverty, obedience to Church of God on earth, call to life modelled on Gospel
· An unsustainable vision?

St Dominic 
· Castilian cleric, aristocratic, born 1171x5
· Enters priesthood (Augustinian canon of Osma Cathedral), educated
· 1203, encounters Cathars in Languedoc
· 1206, Montpellier, climatic meeting on combating heresy
· How can well-dressed Cistercians convince Cathar perfecti? 
· Need humble practitioners of vita apostolica 
· 1207, founds new community for women rescued from heresy; stories of preaching skill; slow progress against entrenched Catharism

Dominican Order:
· 4th Lateran Council (1215): no more new orders                Dom. changes tack
· Rule of St Augustine: 1217, recognised as order of canons regular dedicated to preaching
· Needs sufficiently educated preachers for his mission 
· Reports of preaching & book burning; acquiescence in Albigensian Crusade?

· Education: 
· Critical, central, high-level, drives his movement & its mission                 cf. St Francis
· Accepts corporate donation to sustain learning                                             and his message           
· Targets intellectual centres, esp. Paris & Bologna

Growth of Dominican Order:
· 1216, papal confirmation organisation & Rule: ordo praedicatorum (order of preachers)
· 1217, Tolouse: universal preaching mission
· A new kind of order: 
· bring dedication & systematic education of older monastic orders to bear on religious problems of the modern, urban age
· more organisational flexibility than monasteries or secular clergy
· trained to preach in vernacular
· moral theology important to their learning
· 1218, papal bull commending them to support of bishops
· Paris: house of St Jaques for training churchmen; 120 Dominicans by 1223
· Bologna: church of St Nicholas (later San Domenico), first general chapter, 1220; Dominic dies here, 1221
· Oxford: help to ensure continuity at university, students reaching highest order. Gilbert Fresney

Tensions: 
· Highly educated friars in the centres of learning
· Arguments over dogma, ecclesiological debates (friars = apostolic mission)
· Aquinas & Bonaventure: apology for Mendicant orders (1256)
· Tensions within parish clergy

Mission of the Friars:
· At very heart of mendicant vision
· Differences of orders & cross-pollenation
· Mongols: fulfilment of apocalyptic fears
· Mission to cities, heretics, schismatics, Jews, Muslims, Mongols
· Missions to the Orient: heroic episodes in history of the mendicants; Baghdad & Damscus, 1233

Challenge of Poverty:
· Ideals: St Francis & Lady Poverty, chivalric love; comment on worldly church
· Absolute poverty of Christ and Apostles
· Kenneth Baxter: The Poverty of Riches: irony of holy poverty
· Problems of poverty as spiritual virtue: only beneficial for rich

Impact of Friars:
· 13th cent Church as context
· Reconciliation, in schools, of the dogmas of faith with science & new learning
· Teaching & example: militant orthodox preachers within the Church
· Same ideals as Cathars, who are outside
· Central to survival of 13th cent Church
