To what extent can the survival and character of Judaism post – 70CE be attributed to the pharisees and their theological orientation? 
This essay will firstly provide historical context from before, during and after 70 CE. This will allow the reader to acquire an in depth understanding of the significant events within Judaism and what can be attributed to their survival. Secondly, there will be a section providing further answer to the question: to what extent the pharisees can be attributed to the survival and character of Judaism and to what extent they cannot. During this section there will also be reference to which other groups and other factors that may have also attributed to the survival and character of Judaism. Then to conclude, there will be one overall answer to the question based on the knowledge and understanding presented in this essay. 
It is important to recognise the significant events prior – 70CE for one to understand why Judaism needed to be saved. During 66CE there was a disturbance between the Greek and the Jews, furthermore “the procurator adopted an anti-Jewish stance and allowed his troops to riot in Jerusalem.[footnoteRef:1]” this anti-Jewish stance was appointed by Florus, who was also responsible in commending the Greek, Jewish fights. Also, during the era prior to 70CE the Jewish sect known as the zealots overthrew the government in Jerusalem and killed those who they believed helped the romans. From these events there is already clear indication that Judaism was somewhat in poor condition. Moreover, Vespasian was now involved in the aiding of Jewish scrutiny, and he had; “subjugated Transjordan, Western Judea, Idumea, Samaria and Jericho.”[footnoteRef:2] This again proving the Jewish need to be saved as they become further damaged by opposing rule. However, it is when Vespasian appoints his son Titus to take care of the Jewish Campaign that the need for Jewish survival becomes most apparent. During 70CE from May to September multiple catastrophes inflicted by the Romans cause more collapse to the Jewish character all the way up to the point of the fall of the second temple in late August 70CE.  [1:  Dan Cohn-Sherbok, Judaism History, belief, and practice (London: Routledge, 2003) pg111]  [2:  Dan Cohn-Sherbok, Judaism History, belief, and practice (London: Routledge, 2003) pg111] 

It is important to see here the absolute collapse that Judaism was in by 70CE as it will allow one to understand how the Jews now need to be saved. With the events caused by the Romans and the total collapse of the city and the destruction of the second temple it is evident here that the Jews need keeping the faith and adapting their religion in ways to allow them to survive. There were three main sects during this time that would each attribute in the own way to this survival of Jewish faith and character. 
The pharisees were one of the three major sects that divided parts of Judaism during its early years. “There were only a few Sadducees, more than 4,000 Essenes, and (at the time of Herod) 6,000 Pharisees.”[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  E P, Sanders. Judaism: Practice and Belief, 63 BCE-66 CE (London: SCM Press 1992) pg20] 

The Sadducees centred their devotion on temple worship and consisted of a small group of hereditary priests and it is stated that they “controlled temple worship.”[footnoteRef:4] The Sadducees are also referred to as the “temple cult”[footnoteRef:5] it is clear to see how the destruction of the temple would greatly hinder their beliefs and practices and further their ability to survive as a group. As there was no temple it would diminish a lot of their worship and rituals.  [4:  Dan Cohn-Sherbok, Judaism History, belief, and practice (London: Routledge, 2003) pg90
]  [5:  Dan Cohn-Sherbok, Judaism History, belief, and practice (London: Routledge, 2003) pg91
] 

The second group, the Essenes, did not agree with the ideal of living by “town life”[footnoteRef:6] and therefore removed themselves from popular society. They abided by the strict laws of purity and in some cases, it is argued they abided by rules of celibacy. It is believed that this sect is responsible for the creation of the dead sea scrolls. “The Essenes believed that they alone were members of the new covenant prophesied by Jeremiah”[footnoteRef:7] b y isolating themselves it is difficult to understand how they would be influential in the character and survival of Judaism post 70CE. [6:  Dan Cohn-Sherbok, Judaism History, belief, and practice (London: Routledge, 2003) pg91
]  [7:  Dan Cohn-Sherbok, Judaism History, belief, and practice (London: Routledge, 2003) pg91
] 

The last sect known as the Pharisees were arguably the most influential of the time. “The pharisees centred their activities on the synagogue.”[footnoteRef:8] This presents the first clear way in which the pharisees can be attributed to the survival and character of Judaism Post 70CE as there was no temple but that did not diminish their ideals and virtues. The pharisees also provided clarity within the laws, further attributing to their influence of Jewish survival. An example of this is the list of thirty-nine categories of labour that define what you cannot do during the sabbath, as the fourth commandment declares no work to be done on the sabbath the Pharisees provided an in-depth explanation as to what that meant, this allowed Jews to be clear when observing this commandment. It is through their theological orientation that the Pharisees also had great influence on the Jews. They upheld the belief that: [8:  Dan Cohn-Sherbok, Judaism History, belief, and practice (London: Routledge, 2003) pg91
] 

“Souls have the power to survive death and that there are rewards and punishments under the earth for those who have led lives of virtue or vice: eternal punishment is the lot of the evil souls, while the good souls receive an easy passage to a new life.”[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Dan Cohn-Sherbok, Judaism History, belief, and practice (London: Routledge, 2003) pg93
] 

This quote defines what the pharisees held to their belief and is to a large extent how they influenced that character of Judaism. By advising the Jewish people to continue their devotion and the worship it would prevent those who were unsure in the power of God to stay loyal and continue devoting their souls to worship even without the temple. This is apparent also in the events later of the holocaust. It is arguable that the Jews of the 1940s still adopted this characterise of worship as even through constant persecution they remained with their faith and kept their devotion to God, similarly to the events prior to the destruction of the temple in 70CE. 

On the contrary it is the interest of the Hasidic communities to follow and complete all 613 commandments. There is multiple commandments which refer to the Temple and Temple worship. This means that in some instances there are commandments which cannot be met and this is how the pharisees could not be attributed to the survival and character of Judaism. It is arguable that the Sadducees would have had more influence here as they were more acquainted to the instruction of temple worship and therefore would have been able to offer better assistance as to what else they could do. As the Pharisees were more centred around temple worship this is how they would contribute to the character of Judaism but, this would not help in keeping the temple worship alive in Judaism today. Here are a few examples of where the commandments favour temple worship as a devotion in Judaism:
“306. Not to leave the temple unguarded.” [footnoteRef:10] [10:  Mendy Hecht, The 613 commandments (mitzvot), < The 613 Commandments (Mitzvot) - Mitzvahs & Traditions (chabad.org)> [accessed ] 

“420. to be seen at the temple three times a year.” This is stated in Deuteronomy 16:16 and as a commandment it is expected for Jews to follow them. As there is not a temple there can be no way to now follow this commandment. To the Pharisees this would not present as an issue as their focus is centred on the synagogue and community worship however this does not offer an answer for those who see it mandatory to complete this command. For the Sadducees they would be able to offer further guidance in comparison to the Pharisees as it was their devotion to the temple that contributes to their better knowledge. 
In conclusion the pharisees to a large extent can be attributed to the character and survival of Judaism as they were able to thrive even after the destruction of the temple where the other major sects of Judaism were hindered. It was the Pharisees theological orientation that allowed them to continue to be influential within society, by holding the synagogue as the centre of worship and continuing the faith even after the destruction of the temple they set the path for the rest of Judaism through all other major events that the Jews incurred by keeping the characteristics of the Pharisees Judaism was able to survive. Namely one may use The Holocaust as an example of this as this is another example of other major powers trying to diminish Judaism but, by the Jews continuing their faith and by centring Judaism on the community aspect rather than the Physical, similarly to the Pharisees, they were able to thrive. This again proving how Judaism no matter what era will always be focused on the community rather than the holy buildings they possess as it is keeping the faith and beliefs alive that is what matters. 
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