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The Event Experience
The purpose of this assignment is to critically assess the global events and festival industry and the historical developments that have shaped and impacted on modern age practices. This will allow an understanding to be developed of the forces that have led to the evolution of events and festivals in human society whilst gaining a greater awareness of the ancient rituals and traditions which have existed for centuries. 
[bookmark: _Hlk57797423]Human beings have always marked important occasions in their lives and there are many events and festivals which have existed throughout human history in all times and cultures (Shone and Parry, 2013). Events and festivals are a global phenomenon in human society forming part of our culture and everyday lives (Cudny, 2014). The global events and festival industry has significantly grown in social and economic importance accounting for a substantial amount of GDP to the economy of many countries (Bowdin et al. 2012). In 2018 the global events industry was valued at $1,100 billion (Allied Market Research, 2019) and is widely linked with tourism, generating business and a source of income to host communities (Allen et al. 2011). The industry is broad, incorporating a range of different types of events which can be segmented into different categories. These can be classified based on their size, form or content and range from small events such as birthdays and anniversaries to huge global events such as the Olympic games. 
Whilst conducting research it became apparent that there are very few definitions which relate to the term’s ‘event’ and ‘festival’ as a combined classification. Many leading authors offer various definitions relating to both terms as individual entities with it being suggested that it is ‘impossible to provide a definition that includes all varieties of events’ (McDonnell, et al. 1999 as cited in Yeoman et al. 2004:54). 

Getz (2012:37) defines an event as:

“An occurrence at a given place and time; a special set of circumstances; a noteworthy occurrence”. 

Whereby Allen et al. (2011:11) defines special events as:

“Specific rituals, presentations, performances or celebrations that are consciously planned and created to mark special occasions or achieve particular, social, cultural or corporate goals and objectives”                                                                               
                                                                               
Allen (2011) suggests there are a number of classifications relating to the term ‘special events’ with this categorisation comprising a wide-ranging field of events. Special events encompass major sporting fixtures, important civic occasions, national days and celebrations, corporate functions, trade promotions and product launches (Allen et al. 2011). Within this categorisation are World Fair’s which can trace their origins back to the Great Exhibition in 1851 (The Gazette, 2019). Taking place as the world’s first international trade show (Cartwright, 1995 as cited in Bowdin et al. 2011) the Great Exhibition was held at Hyde Park, London in a purpose-built glass structure called ‘The Crystal Palace’ (Primary Facts, 2019). The global exhibition was organised by prince Albert (Primary Facts, 2019) and featured 13,000 exhibitors from around the world with an aim of showcasing Britain’s innovations, products and achievements following the industrial revolution (Shone and Parry, 2013). The exhibition proved to be a huge success welcoming over 6 million visitors over the duration of 5 months and generated profits of £186,000 (The Gazette, 2019). Known today as World Expo (Cudny, 2014), the Great Exhibition is considered to be one of the most influential events of the 19th century inspiring many world fairs which are still in existence (The Gazette, 2019) with the next world Expo due to take place in Dubai 2021 (This is Money, 2020). 

The Great Exhibition left a lasting legacy inspiring many exhibitions in the years that followed (Simon Wenham, 2017) whilst also signifying the growth of the MICE industry. The term MICE is an acronym for Meetings, Incentives, Conventions and Exhibitions and relates to a specific type of business travel known as the MICE industry (Bowdin et al. 2012). The MICE industry is largely characterised by its business and trade focus with business events bringing huge economic benefits to the host city (Allen et al. 2011). According to Hospitality Net (2019) the MICE industry is one of the fastest growing markets, generating millions of dollars in revenue each year. Dubai is considered to be one of the world’s leading MICE destinations (The First Group, 2018) and in 2019, attracted 2.3 million business travellers marking a two per cent increase from the previous year (Dubai Department of Tourism and Commerce Market, 2020 as cited in Aburumman, 2020).
Sporting events play a major factor in modern society with the Olympic games being considered as one of the world’s largest international sporting events. Classified as a ‘mega-event’ the Olympic games can be defined as ‘an event that is so large they affect whole economies and reverberate in the global media’ (Bowdin et al. 2012:21). The Olympics originated in 776BC in Ancient Greece, occurring every 4 years for several hundred years. The ancient Greek games were held at Olympia as a religious festival honoring the Greek god, Zeus where a hundred oxen were given as a sacrifice (BBC, 2011). Only males of Greek origin were able to compete in the games which originally featured one event only, the Stadion race with there being more events introduced in the years that followed. Women were not allowed to participate, with it being disputed as to whether they were even allowed to attend the festival (BBC, 2011). 1500 years after being banned by Roman Emperor Theodosius I, the Olympic games restored on April 6, 1896 in Athens welcoming 60,000 spectators and athletes from 13 nations to the international event (History.com, 2020). The modern games have since occurred every 4 years being held in major cities of the world with the exception of both world wars (Ancient-Greece.org, 2020). Only the first modern Olympics was held in Greece and the games now feature 2600 athletes from 77 countries in comparison to only a few hundred in the ancient games (History News Network, 2002). Whilst there are many modern elements in place today which did not exist in the ancient games it is clear that the Olympic games were shaped by the historical games particularly the Olympiad which is still in place today (Britannica, 2014). 

Both events and festivals share the same characteristics in being occasions of celebration whilst embracing the culture of the community and uniting societies (Yeoman et al. 2004). There are many contradicting views relating to the term festival with it being previously specified that there is “no commonly accepted and precise definition” of the term (Frey 2000; Hunyadi et al. 2006 as cited in Cudny, 2014). There are also suggestions that certain scholars believe a festival is “whatever its organizers regard as a festival” (Hunyadi et al. 2006:8 as cited in Cudny, 2014). The term ‘festival’ is derived from the word ‘feast’ and implies a ‘time of celebration’ (Yeoman et al. 2004:33). An example of a traditional event still in place today is the festival of Christmas which occurs on December 25th each year commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ. This widely recognised occasion is celebrated across the world being renown as a time of joy. Today’s festivities are led by traditions where homes are decorated, gifts are exchanged, and a traditional feast is enjoyed with loved ones (History.com, 2020). 

Many traditions relating to Christmas stretch back to a feast called Saturnalia which occurred in Ancient Rome celebrating the solstice (History.com, 2017). This famous roman festival took place between December 17 and 24 with it being believed that both the Christmas and carnival tradition were based on the Roman Saturnalia (Reinach 2003 as cited in Cudny, 2014). During this period people had free time and would spend it gambling, eating and performing arts with even slaves being permitted to enjoy the celebrations (Cudny, 2014). Gifts of white candles were given, and holly and berries were brought in to honor the pagan god, Saturn (History Extra, 2018). However, many of the aspects associated with the more ‘modern’ Christmas arose from the reign of queen Victoria. Before this era, traditions such as Santa Claus, Christmas crackers and the exchanging of Christmas cards were unheard of (Historic UK,2020). By the end of the 19th century Christmas had become a huge celebration with Victorian traditions significantly influencing the festivities we know today (BBC, 2014). 

The Industrial revolution has greatly influenced the event industry today along with other factors such as higher levels of disposable income, increased leisure time, technological innovation, and the expansion of transportation which have also attributed towards the growth of the industry. The growth of mass tourism following the second world war in 1945 was a further influential factor (Cudny, 2014) and it was from here onwards that Europe and other continents experienced the ‘festival boom’ (Frey 2000; Segal and Giorgi 2009 as cited in Cudny, 2014).

To enable an event to function effectively it needs the support of various stakeholders with there being three types of business organisations which contribute to the overall success of an event. These are referred to as the public, private and not for profit sectors. The public sector refers to an organisation or public body which is under control of the government (BBC, 2020) and of which plays a key role in terms of decision making within the event and festival industry. Many governments are keen to offer funding as part of their strategies for economic development as events and festivals bring many positive impacts to host communities including boosting local economies and offering increased job prospects (Bowdin et al. 2012). The private sector refers to organisations which have a sole purpose of generating profits (BBC, 2020) which include catering companies and professional event organisers (Shone and Parry, 2013). Companies within the not for profit sector operate on a voluntary basis with the intention of ensuring all donations and gifts are reinvested (BBC, 2020) with an example of this being the recruitment of volunteers (Shone and Parry, 2013). 
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In conclusion of this assignment it is evident that many events and festivals that exist today have religious origins and it is clear to see how ancient traditions and rituals dating back thousands of years have attributed to the formation of modern-day events. Many of the ‘modern’ traditions we know today have been influenced by historical events which have impacted on current practices and will continue to do so
with future innovations and developments. 




































	Comment by Amanda Lewis: 


Bibliography

Books:

Allen, J., O'Toole, W., Harris, R. and McDonnell, I. (2011). Festival and Special Event Management. 5th ed. Australia: Wiley. p5-16.

Bowdin, G., Allen, J., O'Toole., Harris, R. and McDonnell, I (2012). Events Management. 3rd ed. Oxon: Routledge. p3-25, 51-53.

Getz, D. (2012). Event studies Theory, Research and Policy for Planned Events. 2nd ed. Oxon: Routledge. p37.

Shone, A., and Parry, B. (2013). Successful Event Management: A Practical Handbook. 4th ed. Hampshire: CENGAGE Learning EMEA. p6-20, 52-67.

Yeoman, I., Robertson, M., Ali-Knight, J., Drummond, S. and Mcmahon-Beattie, U. (2004). Festival and events management: an international arts and culture perspective. Oxford: Elsevier Butterworth-Heinemann. p32-34, 53-55.

Journal articles:

Aburumman, A.A. COVID-19 impact and survival strategy in business tourism market: the example of the UAE MICE industry. Humanit Soc Sci Commun 7, 141 (2020). https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-020-00630-8. Accessed 3 Dec. 2020.

Cudny, Waldemar. “The Phenomenon of Festivals: Their Origins, Evolution, and Classifications.” Anthropos, vol. 109, no. 2, 2014, pp. 640–656., www.jstor.org/stable/43861801. Accessed 3 Dec. 2020.

Websites: 

Abhishek, R and Roshan, D. (2019). Events Industry Market. Available: https://www.alliedmarketresearch.com/events-industry-market. Last accessed 3rd Dec 2020.

Duddleson, K. (2002). Top 6 Differences Between the Ancient and Modern Olympics. Available: https://historynewsnetwork.org/article/572#:~:text=%20Top%206%20Differences%20Between%2 0the%20Ancient%20and,there%20was%20only%20one%20competition%2C%20she...%20More%20. Last accessed 4th Dec 2020.

Farazad, K. (2019). MICE Boosts Hotel Revenue. Available: https://www.hospitalitynet.org/opinion/4095051.html. Last accessed 4th Dec 2020.

Instone, S. (2011). The Olympics: Ancient versus Modern. Available: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/greeks/greek_olympics_01.shtml. Last accessed 3rd Dec 2020.

James. (2020). Facts About the Great Exhibition of 1851. Available: https://primaryfacts.com/675/facts-about-the-great-exhibition-of-1851/. Last accessed 4th Dec 2020.

Johnson, B. (2020). A Victorian Christmas. Available: https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/A-Victorian-Christmas/. Last accessed 3rd Dec 2020.

Not known. (2018). Dubai enhances reputation as global MICE destination. Available: https://www.thefirstgroup.com/en/news/dubai-enhances-reputation-as-global-mice-destination/. Last accessed 4th Dec 2020.

Not known. (2020). First Modern Olympic Games. Available: https://www.history.co.uk/this-day-in-history/06-april/first-modern-olympic-games. Last accessed 3rd Dec 2020.
Not known. (2020). History of Christmas. Available: https://www.history.com/topics/christmas/history-of-christmas. Last accessed 4th Dec 2020.

Not known. (2017). Saturnalia. Available: https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-rome/saturnalia. Last accessed 3rd Dec 2020.

Not known. (2013). Saturnalia: the origins of the debauched Roman ‘Christmas’. Available: https://www.historyextra.com/period/roman/how-did-the-romans-celebrate-christmas/. Last accessed 3rd Dec 2020.

Not known. (2020). The Great Exhibition of 1851. Available: https://www.thegazette.co.uk/all-notices/content/100717#:~:text=The%20Gazette%3A%20350%20Years.%20The%20Great%20Exhibition%20of,of%20the%20Works%20of%20Industry%20of%20all%20Nations%E2%80%99.. Last accessed 3rd Dec 2020.

Not known. (2020). The Olympic Games. Available: https://ancient-greece.org/culture/olympic-games.html. Last accessed 4th Dec 2020.

Not known. (2020). Types of business organisations. Available: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zpx7gdm/revision/1. Last accessed 4th Dec 2020.

Not known. (2014). Victorian Christmas. Available: http://www.bbc.co.uk/victorianchristmas/history.shtml. Last accessed 3rd Dec 2020.

Oliver, M. (2020). UK's futuristic presence at Dubai World Expo could creat one million post-Covid jobs, report claims. Available: https://www.thisismoney.co.uk/money/news/article-8460053/Britain-drum-business-create-one-million-jobs-Dubai-World-Expo.html. Last accessed 3rd Dec 2020.

Vanderpool, E. (2014). Olympia. Available: https://www.britannica.com/place/Olympia-ancient-site-Greece/The-remains. Last accessed 4th Dec 2020.

Wenham, S. (2017). The Great Exhibition of 1851. Available: https://simonwenham.com/the-great-exhibition-of-1851/. Last accessed 4th Dec 2020.





















2

