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ON THE OTHER HAND – AND CONTRARY TO WHAT A MORE NEGATIVE
VIEW OF THE ‘JUST LETTERS AFTER YOUR NAME’ STEREOTYPE MAY

SUGGEST – THE BEST ACTING MA COURSES ARE NOT BUILT AROUND
DRY LECTURES AND DISSERTATIONS. RATHER, THEY OFFER

PRACTICAL AND IMMERSIVE HANDS-ON TRAINING. INCREASINGLY,
THESE COURSES FOCUS ON INPUT FROM PEOPLE CURRENTLY

WORKING IN THE INDUSTRY AND OFFER SUPPORT FROM LIAISON
WORKERS WHO CONNECT YOU TO REPRESENTATION AND OTHER

OPPORTUNITIES WHEN YOU GRADUATE. 
(BYRNE, 2023)
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ALL THE FINAL-YEAR STUDENTS SAID THAT MONEY WAS AN
OBSTACLE TO BREAKING INTO PERFORMANCE WORK: ‘YOU NEED

MONEY FOR DRAMA SCHOOL’ (DAN); ‘THERE IS NOT MUCH
MONEY IN THE ARTS’ (BIANCA); ‘IT IS HARD TO GET FUNDING
FOR PERFORMING’ (CAT); ‘YOU HAVE SO MUCH DEBT […] YOU
NEED MONEY FOR AN MA OR DIRECTOR TRAINING’ (ADELE).

(HIGDON AND CHAPMAN, 2020)

BARN DDISGYBLION AR COST MA



‘’WORKING CLASS CREATIVES ARE TOO OFTEN PUT OFF A
CAREER IN OUR INDUSTRY FROM THE GET-GO BECAUSE OF

THE COSTS OF TRAINING. THE FIRST STEP IS TO SCRAP
AUDITION FEES, REMOVING THAT FIRST BARRIER TO

TRAINING.’’

JOSHUA BENDALL, PERFORMANCE DESIGN STUDENT, ROYAL CENTRAL SCHOOL
OF SPEECH AND DRAMA

(EQUITY, 2024)



‘’BE THE BEST VERSION OF YOU!’’
(PARRI, 2020)
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   AGENTS ARE MULTI-TASKERS, NEGOTIATORS,
CONTRACT EXPERTS, MENTORS, CAREER ADVISERS,

MARKETERS AND MORE. THEY’RE WITH YOU FOR THE
HIGHS WHEN YOU GET THAT COVETED ROLE AND ALSO

THERE TO SUPPORT AND ADVISE YOU THROUGH THE
LOWS. YOU MAY WORK TOGETHER FOR YEARS, MAKING

THEM AN IMPORTANT PART OF YOUR PERFORMING
JOURNEY.

(SPOTLIGHT, 2023)



“IN THE UK, TO GET AN ACTING AGENT, YOU SHOULD BUILD A STRONG
PORTFOLIO WITH ACTING EXPERIENCE, PROFESSIONAL HEADSHOTS, AND

A DEMO REEL, RESEARCH REPUTABLE AGENCIES THAT REPRESENT ACTORS
SIMILAR TO YOUR TYPE, APPROACH THEM WITH A TARGETED COVER

LETTER AND MATERIALS, AND BE AWARE THAT MOST AGENTS WILL NOT
SIGN YOU WITHOUT SUBSTANTIAL EXPERIENCE AND WILL NOT CHARGE

UPFRONT FEES; THEY EARN COMMISSION FROM YOUR ACTING WORK
ONCE SECURED THROUGH THEM”

(FILMD,2020)
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