Case Study: Malaysia
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Malaysia is a tropical country located in South-eastern Asia. It borders Thailand and consists of one-third of the Island of Borneo, which borders Indonesia, Brunei, and the South China Sea.[footnoteRef:1] Malaysia is a country of multi-religious and multi-ethnic diversity, and the 31,381,992 million population is divided into 45% Malays, 35% Chinese, 10% Indian, and 5% others.[footnoteRef:2] Malaysia has 134 living languages, 112 being indigenous, and 22 being non-indigenous. Some languages found in Malaysia are Malay, English, Chinese (Cantonese, Hokkien, Mandarin, Hainan, Hakka, Foochow), Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, Panjabi, Thai, Iban and Kadazan.[footnoteRef:3]  [1:  Indexmundi., ‘Malaysia’ <https://www.indexmundi.com/malaysia/> (Accessed: 14/12/18) ]  [2:  Fred R. von der Mehden., ‘Malaysia: Islam and Multi-ethnic Politics’ in John L. Esposito, Islam in Asia: Religion, Politics & Society. (Oxford University Press: Oxford. 1987), p.177 ]  [3:  Indexmundi., ‘Malaysia’] 

                      (Image 1 – Map of Malaysia and Borneo)

Malaysia’s government is a federal parliamentary constitutional monarchy, although all Peninsular Malaysia states have sultans (hereditary rulers), except Melaka and Penang, which have governors appointed by the government. The legal system of Malaysia is a mixed system of English common law, Islamic law, and customary law. Malaysia gained its independence from Britain on the 31st of August 1957, which is now a national holiday, named Merdeka Day (Independence Day).[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Indexmundi., ‘Malaysia’ ] 


[image: ]The capital of Malaysia is Kuala Lumpur, which is a modern city bursting with culture. Kuala Lumpur is home to many world religions, Including Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism, with places of worship spread across the city.  The images below show a Chinese Buddhist Temple, a Mosque situated in the centre of Kuala Lumpur, and Batu Caves, a Hindu Temple on the outskirts of Kuala Lumpur.
(Image 2, 3 & 4) 

Although Malaysia is a country of diverse culture and religions, Islam is the official religion of the country, with 61.3 percent of the population being Islamic.[footnoteRef:5] Despite the main religion of Malaysia being Islam, it is not an Islamic State. In Malaysia, there is a system of Shari’a courts that is limited to family law and personal status.[footnoteRef:6] Malaysia presents a unique Islamic experience, that is not comparable to any Muslim-majority country around the world, because of its diverse society.[footnoteRef:7] Islam in Malaysia is unique because of its development in a significantly different religious environment from those in Middle Eastern states, where Islam is mostly the only religious population.[footnoteRef:8] [5:  Judith Nagata., ‘How to be Islamic without being an Islamic State’ in Akbar S. Ahmed & Hastings Donnan., Islam, Globalisation and Postmodernity. (Routledge: London. 1994), p.66 ]  [6:  Peter Mandaville., Islam and Politics. 2nd Edition. (Routledge: London. 2014), p.41 ]  [7:  John L. Esposito., John O. Voil., Islam and Democracy. (Oxford University Press: Oxford. 1996), p.124 ]  [8:  Fred R. von der Mehden., ‘Malaysia: Islam and Multi-ethnic Politics’, p.177 ] 

Malaysian Muslims are majority Sunnis, with influences from Sufi, Hindu and animistic sources. Although those educated in urban areas with better religious training are more likely to follow more orthodox Islamic teachings.[footnoteRef:9]   [9:  Fred R. von der Mehden., ‘Malaysia: Islam and Multi-ethnic Politics’, p.181 ] 


[image: ]According to a 2010 census, 61.3% of the Malaysian population is Muslim, 19.8% are Buddhist, 9.2% are Christian, 6.3% are Hindu, 1.3% are Confucianism, Taoism, other traditional Chinese religions, 0.4% are other, 0.8% have no religion, and 1% are unspecified.[footnoteRef:10]                                [10:  Indexmundi., ‘Malaysia’ ] 

(Image 5 – Percentage of Religious Affiliation in Malaysia)              (Image 6 – Malaysian Age Structure) 

According to the Indexmundi 2017 estimated statistics for age structure in Malaysia, the most popular age category is 25-54 years old at 41%.[footnoteRef:11] 76.5% of the population is urban, and the median age in Malaysia is 28.1 years.[footnoteRef:12] [11:  Indexmundi., ‘Malaysia’ ]  [12:  Worldometers., Malaysia Population. <http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/malaysia-population/> (Accessed: 14/12/18) ] 


Religious History 
Islam began to spread throughout the Malay world possibly as early as the seventh/thirteenth century, however, there is significant evidence of the spread from the eighth/fourteenth century through Muslim merchants, Sufi teachers and a number of men relating to the prophet who married members of Malay royal families, also known as sultans, which brought conversion to Islam. Sufi teachers who came from Arabia and the Indian subcontinent, undoubtedly impacted on the development of Islam in Malaysia, as it was the Sufi’s who translated their classic literature into Malay, which transformed the Malay language into one of the major Islamic languages.[footnoteRef:13] The term ‘Malay’ came from the mostly Islamicized people of 15th-century Malacca, who began to call themselves ‘Malays’ as a reference to their Sumatran origins. The term Malay began to apply to those who practiced the Islamic faith and who spoke the Malay language.[footnoteRef:14] Islam and Malay identity became intertwined, and to be Malay was to be Muslim.[footnoteRef:15] Only a small number of other ethnic groups in Malaysia accepted Islam; instead, they mostly maintained their traditions and brought their indigenous beliefs.[footnoteRef:16] [13:  Seyyed Hossein Nasr., Islam: Religion, History and Civilisation, (HarperCollins: New York. 2003), p.142-143  ]  [14:  Craig A. Lockard., Zakaria Bin Ahmad., Ooi Jin Bee., Thomas R. Leinbach., ‘Malaysia’ Encyclopaedia Britannica. 2018. <https://www.britannica.com/place/Malaysia/The-advent-of-Islam> (Accessed: 07/12/18) ]  [15:  John L. Esposito., John O. Voil., Islam and Democracy. p.125]  [16:  Fred R. von der Mehden., ‘Malaysia: Islam and Multi-ethnic Politics’, p.178] 


Before the British intervention, each state in Malaysia practised a mixture of Malay customary law and a selection of Islamic laws.[footnoteRef:17] Islam became a source of legitimacy for sultan’s, who became the head of religion and defender of the faith.[footnoteRef:18] Beyond their role of heads of religion, the sultans strengths remained in their symbolic representation of Malay identity, and their power as being the original dominant people of the country. Loyalty to the sultans was important, and the saying ‘we fear the king more than Allah’ was sometimes said.[footnoteRef:19] [17:  Judith Nagata., ‘How to be Islamic without being an Islamic State’, p.66]  [18:  John L. Esposito., John O. Voil., Islam and Democracy. p.125 ]  [19:  Judith Nagata., ‘How to be Islamic without being an Islamic State’, p.80] 


British colonialism brought a distinction between religion and the state, along with the large amounts of immigration of non-Muslim Chinese and Indian communities.[footnoteRef:20] The British colonial period began when the Pangkor Agreement of 1874 was signalled the imposition of British rule on the Malay states of the peninsula. Generally, the Christian evangelists of Malaysia supported British rule, whereas Malay religious leaders and scholars were hostile towards Western culture.[footnoteRef:21] By 1909, Britain had achieved formal colonial control over nine sultanates, however, pledged not to interfere in matters of religion, customs or political roles of the sultans. Although the various states kept their separate identities, they were increasingly forming British Malaya.[footnoteRef:22] [20:  John L. Esposito., John O. Voil., Islam and Democracy. p125]  [21:   Hassan, M. Kamal and Osman Bakar. "Malaysia." In The Oxford Encyclopaedia of the Islamic World. Oxford Islamic Studies Online, <http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t236/e0497?_hi=1&_pos=2> (Accessed: 07/12/18)]  [22:  Lockard., Ahmad., Jin Bee., Leinbach., ‘Malaysia’ Encyclopaedia Britannica.  ] 


In 1948, the British-ruled territories of Malaysia formed the Federation of Malaya, which became independent in 1957. In 1963, Malaysia was formed when the British colonies of Singapore, Sabah, and Sarawak, located on the north-eastern coast of Borneo, joined the Federation.[footnoteRef:23] Malaysia is run primarily by the Prime Minister, who’s office rotates among the states, however, the head of state is the king, who is chosen from the hereditary rulers of the nine Malay states and is elected every five years. In 1957, the federal constitution made Islam the official religion of the country.[footnoteRef:24] One of the first attempts made by the British was to establish English medium schools in urban areas of Malaysia, and interestingly, to establish Malay medium and Islamic schools in rural areas.[footnoteRef:25]  [23:  Indexmundi., ‘Malaysia’]  [24:  Aminah Beverly McCloud., Scott W. Hibbard., Laith Saud., An Introduction to Islam in the 21st Century. (Wiley – Blackwell: Chichester, West Sussex. 2013), p.243]  [25:  Azmi Aziz., A. B. Shamsul., ‘The religious, the plural, the secular and the modern: a brief critical survey on Islam in Malaysia’ in Inter-Asia Cultural Studies. Vol. 5. 2004. p.347] 


Political History
Malay Muslim factions that emerged in Malaysia were divided into ‘Kaum Muda’ (Young Party) and ‘Kaum Tua’ (Old Party), which argued topics such as Westernised clothing, praying and what the correct version of the Qur’an was. According to William R. Roff, “To be ‘Kaum Muda’ was to espouse modernism in any form and go against tradition; to be ‘Kaum Tua’ was to be in favour of all that was familiar, unchanging, and secure.”[footnoteRef:26] [26:  William R. Roff., The Origins of Malay Nationalism. (Yale University Press: London. 1967), p.67 ] 


After the Independence – Constitution 
After Malaysia gained its independence, the Federation drew together all of the populations of the original royal states, and two non-royal Strait Settlements, to form a constitution.[footnoteRef:27] This stated that: ‘Islam shall be the religion of the state of Malaya, but nothing in this article shall prevent any citizen professing any religion other than Islam, to profess, practice and propagate any religion…’[footnoteRef:28]  Malaysia is a plural state, whose principal political parties are ethnically based.[footnoteRef:29] The Malaysian constitution became the most important modern institutional tool that formed Malaysian Islam and defined its place in government and politics.[footnoteRef:30] [27:  Judith Nagata., ‘How to be Islamic without being an Islamic State’, p.66]  [28:  Report of the Federation of Malaya Constitutional Commission. 1957. (London: Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. Colonial No. 330. (Published: SlideShare: 2013)  <https://www.slideshare.net/mbl2020/the-reid-commission-report-1957> (Accessed: 16/01/19) ]  [29:  Judith Nagata., ‘How to be Islamic without being an Islamic State’, p.69 ]  [30:  Azmi Aziz., A. B. Shamsul., ‘The religious, the plural, the secular and the modern: a brief critical survey on Islam in Malaysia’ p..351] 


Political Parties 
Barisan Nasional (National Front) is the ruling coalition, which has ruled in the same format since Independence, consists of a number of political parties such as UMNO (United Malay Nationalist Organisation), MCA (The Malaysian Chinese Association) and MIC (Malaysian Indian Congress). Among these permanent opposition parties are the DAP (Democratic Action Party), PAS (Pan-Malayan Islamic Party) and Peoples Party.[footnoteRef:31]  [31:  Judith Nagata., ‘How to be Islamic without being an Islamic State’, p.69 ] 


UMNO – United Malay Nationalist Organisation 
The UMNO was founded in 1946 as a result of post-war Malay nationalism of a conservative orientation. The UMNO is the party of which all Prime Ministers, Deputy Prime Ministers, and home ministers have come. Other members have been drawn from Chinese and Indian-based parties.[footnoteRef:32] The UMNO, being the political banner of Islamization, was able to marginalize radical Islamists who attempted to challenge the political order.[footnoteRef:33] [32:  Fred R. von der Mehden., ‘Malaysia: Islam and Multi-ethnic Politics’ p.183]  [33:  John L. Esposito., Islam and Politics. Fourth Edition. (Syracuse University Press: New York. 1998), p.238] 


PAS – Pan-Malayan Islamic Party (Parti Islam se-Malaysia)
PAS was originally developed from the defection of the ‘ulama faction in UMNO in 1951 and became a registered political party in 1955. The emergence of PAS marked another development of Islamic thought throughout Malaysia.[footnoteRef:34] PAS, from its earliest development, made it clear that it intends its law to cover all residents of Malaysia, regardless of religion or ethnic origin.[footnoteRef:35]  [34:  Hassan, M. Kamal and Osman Bakar. "Malaysia." ]  [35:  Judith Nagata., ‘How to be Islamic without being an Islamic State’, p.69] 


Both PAS and UMNO claim to be the true agents of Islamization within Malaysian contexts. The UMNO and PAS leaders have accused each other with “politicizing Islam” for their own interests. The PAS leaders have previously tried to implement Shari’a law, more specifically Islamic punishments into Malaysian law, but failed, partly because of the role of the UMNO within the federal government.[footnoteRef:36] [36:  Muhammad Ali., ‘Far from Mecca: Modern Islam in Indonesia and Malaysia’ in Jeffery T. Kenney & Ebrahim Moosa, Islam in the Modern World. (Routledge: London. 2014), p.416] 


Party Rakyat – People’s Party 
The People’s Party is a splinter party from the UMNO known as Semangat 46 which is led by a Malay Prince.[footnoteRef:37] [37:  Judith Nagata., ‘How to be Islamic without being an Islamic State’, p.69 ] 


More recent political parties that have arisen have been SIS (Sisters in Islam), which is a progressive Islamic modernization party founded in 1987 by Zainah Anwar. Generally, the Malaysian government has remained tolerant towards SIS.[footnoteRef:38]  Another is ABIM (Angkatan Belia Islam Malaysia) or ‘Malaysian Islamic Youth Movement’, which was founded in 1972. ABIM’s major objectives are to establish Islamic tenets and principles derived from the Qur’an and Sunnah, and to spread and defend the Islamic message, specialising in Muslim youth. ABIM has been described as one of the most organised forces in Malaysian Islamic revivalism since the 1970s.[footnoteRef:39] It works closely with youth within communities and runs educational programmes, youth camps, legal aid, and hospitals.[footnoteRef:40] And lastly, another party would be the MCCBCHS (Malaysian Consultative Council of Buddhists, Christians, Hindus and, Sikhs). MCCBCHS is a party of non-Malay and non-Muslim people, defending and representing their minority status.[footnoteRef:41] [38:  Muhammad Ali., ‘Far from Mecca: Modern Islam in Indonesia and Malaysia’, pp.419-420]  [39:  John L. Esposito., “ABIM” In The Oxford Dictionary of Islam. Oxford Islamic Studies Online, <http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t125/e20> (Accessed: 17/12/18)]  [40:  John L. Esposito., Islam: The Straight Path. Expanded Edition. (Oxford University Press: Oxford. 1991), p.165]  [41:  Judith Nagata., ‘How to be Islamic without being an Islamic State’, p.70 ] 


Leaders: 
In terms of religious and political leaders, Malaysia has had many. Focusing on the political context, some of the main leaders include Tunku Abdul Rahman, Tun Abdul Razak, Tun Hussein Onn, Tun Mahathir Bin Mohammed, Anwar Ibrahim, Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, and Mohammad Najib bin Tun Haji Abduh Razak. 

Tunku Abdul Rahman (1903-1990)
Tunku Abdul Rahman was the first prime minister after the independence of Malaysia. He was committed to a secular vision and vigorously opposed Islamic political ideals. Rahman received attacks from the PAS and other Islamically orientated political parties and organisations. Five years after the riots of 1969, PAS joined the coalition government of the Barisan Nasional. As a result of this, the government established the Islamic Centre, under the second Prime Minister, Tun Abdul Razak.[footnoteRef:42] [42:  Hassan, M. Kamal and Osman Bakar. "Malaysia."] 


Tun Abdul Razak (1922-1976) 
Tun Abdul Razak was previously the deputy in the Alliance but became a government leader in 1969, and later became Prime Minister in 1970. Razak attempted to legislate a complete balance between the different ethnicities within Malaysia, and he attempted to do so under the UMNO dominated Barisan Nasional.[footnoteRef:43] [43:  Encyclopaedia Britannica., ‘Tun Haji Abdul Razak bin Hussein’ 10/01/19. <https://www.britannica.com/biography/Tun-Haji-Abdul-Razak-bin-Hussein> (Accessed: 18/01/19)] 



Tun Hussein Onn (1922-1990)
Tun Hussein Onn won the 1978 elections and continued Razak’s policy after his death in 1976.[footnoteRef:44] [44:  Encyclopaedia Britannica., ‘Hussein Onn’ <https://www.britannica.com/biography/Hussein-Onn> (Accessed: 18/01/19)] 


Tun Mahathir Bin Mohamed (1922-) and Anwar Ibrahim (1947-) 
[image: ][image: ]During the 1980s and 1990s, two of the key figures in Malaysia was the Prime Minister Mahathir Bin Mohamed, and his deputy Anwar Ibrahim. Mahathir was Malaysia’s longest-serving Prime Minister and promoted his own 20:20 vision based on Islamic values.[footnoteRef:45]Anwar, previously the leader of ABIM, had played a key role in the Islamization trend in the 1970s. Mahathir had decided to bring the charismatic Anwar into the UMNO, to harness the energy of the movement in the name of state policy. Eventually, Anwar became Deputy Prime Minister in the mid-1990s. A few years after this, Mahathir saw that Anwar’s popularity was a threat to his own political fortunes, and fired Anwar, and convicted him with charges of sexual deviance.[footnoteRef:46] He was released in 2004, and became the leading figure in the opposition, although he was convicted and returned to prison again in 2015, he was released in 2018.[footnoteRef:47] [45:  Hassan, M. Kamal and Osman Bakar. "Malaysia." ]  [46:  John L. Esposito., Islam and Politics. p.237]  [47:  Minderjeet Kaur., ‘The rise, fall and rise again of Anwar Ibrahim’ Free Malaysia Today. 20/09/18. <https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2018/09/20/the-rise-fall-and-rise-again-of-anwar-ibrahim/> (Accessed: 18/01/19)] 
(Image 7 – Mahathir)


After the mistreatment and imprisonment of Anwar Ibrahim, Mahathir and the UMNO faced challenges from PAS. PAS had experienced a wave of electoral support in Malaysia’s northern conservative states, and the party took advantage of a new wave of popularity following the mistreatment of Anwar. In elections that year, PAS won control of Terengganu and Kelantan, and a total of 27 seats in the assembly, however, this popularity was short-lived.[footnoteRef:48] On October 1, 2003, Mahathir voluntarily resigned as Prime Minister, and his UMNO deputy Abdullah Ahmad Badawi came to power.[footnoteRef:49] [48:  John L. Esposito., Islam and Politics. p.238]  [49:  Minterjeet Kaur., ‘The rise, fall and rise again of Anwar Ibrahim’ ] 
(Image 8 – Anwar Ibrahim)


Abdullah Ahmad Badawi 
Mahathir was succeeded by Abdullah Badawi, who has moved away from his predecessor’s policies, especially after a strong mandate from the electorate in the general elections of March 2004.[footnoteRef:50] Badawi sought to promote a tolerant, inclusive and modernist version of Islam. defined Islam Hadhari (a theory of government based on Islamic principles) as “an approach that emphasizes development, consistent with Islam, which focuses on the enhancement of the quality of life”.[footnoteRef:51] [50:  Hassan, M. Kamal and Osman Bakar. "Malaysia." ]  [51:  Muhammad Ali., ‘Far from Mecca: Modern Islam in Indonesia and Malaysia’ p.417] 






Mohammad Najib bin Tun Haji Abduh Razak (1953-) 
Mohammad Razak was the son of second PM Abdul Razak and became Prime Minister in 2009. He was president of the UMNO, and part of Barisan Nasional.[footnoteRef:52] [52:  BBC., ‘Najib Razak: Malaysia’s PM defeated by his mentor’ 10/05/18. <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-22338100> (Accessed: 18/01/19) ] 


As of recent, the current Prime Minister of Malaysia is Mahathir Bin Mohamad, for the second time.

Problems 
Undoubtedly, there have been some problems and tensions within Malaysian politics throughout history. Possibly the most infamous would be the Ethnic riots in 1969 between Malays and Chinese in Kuala Lumpur which left hundreds dead or wounded. These riots marked a turning point in Malaysian politics.[footnoteRef:53]  [53:  John L. Esposito., Islam and Politics. pp.126-127] 


Other examples of violent events which shows difficulties between faiths throughout Malaysia would be depredation of Hindu temples by a small group of Muslims and attacks on Churches. Although Malaysia is inclusive and ethnically and religiously diverse, is not to say that the citizens of Malaysia live harmoniously. Although some blame these violent religious attacks on Islamic radicals, there is a significant but silent number of Muslims in Malaysia who do not want to live in a theocratic state. There is also a large number of non-Muslim individuals who feel have less status than Malays, which may cause resentfulness towards Muslims.[footnoteRef:54] [54:  Patricia A. Martinez., ‘The Islamic State or the State of Islam in Malaysia’ in A Contemporary Southeast Asia; Singapore. Vol. 23. 2001. p.485 ] 



How Islamic is Malaysia? 
To conclude, this section will discuss the role of Islam within Malaysia, with reference to Islamic institutions that have arisen as a result of the Islamization of Malaysia. Some of these Islamic developments within Malaysian society include: 

· The implementation of Zakah, which has been a part of Malaysia for many years.[footnoteRef:55]  [55:  Akbar S. Ahmed., Tamara Sonn., The SAGE Handbook of Islamic Studies. (SAGE Publications Ldt: London. 2010), p.91] 

· Simpanan Bakal-Bakal Haji (Pilgrims Savings Fund Corporation), which helps Muslims to save for Hajj. Founded in 1962.[footnoteRef:56] [56:  Mohamed Aslam Haneef., ‘The Development and Impact of Islamic Economic Institutions: The Malaysian Experience’ in K.S Nathan & Mohammad Hashim Kamali, Islam in Southeast Asia. (Institute of Southeast Asia Studies: Singapore. 2005),
pp.89-90 ] 

· Islamic Universities in Malaysia that have distinctive Islamic culture.[footnoteRef:57] [57:  Akbar S. Ahmed., Tamara Sonn., The SAGE Handbook of Islamic Studies. p.132 ] 

· 2 Islamic banks and 21 other banks participating in the Islamic Banking Scheme (IBS) by the year 2001.[footnoteRef:58] “The setting-up of the Islamic Bank is not just symbolic, but an effort to ensure that the Islamic banking system could play a role in the modern economy” – PM Mahathir Mohamad, 1983.[footnoteRef:59] [58:  Mohamed Aslam Haneef., ‘The Development and Impact of Islamic Economic Institutions: The Malaysian Experience’, p.88]  [59:  Mohamed Aslam Haneef., ‘The Development and Impact of Islamic Economic Institutions: The Malaysian Experience’, p.89] 


Malaysia has undoubtedly become a country of which Islam is thriving. This can be seen through the implementation of Islam in politics and institutions, Islam within the constitution, and through communities across Malaysia. Islam is popularly practiced and is an enormous part of Malaysian identity. Throughout Malaysia, you will see Islamic holidays celebrated such as Ramadan and Hari Raya, you will see a large number of Mosques, Halal restaurants, and many Muslim owned companies, from estate agents, beauty stores and restaurants. Malaysia represents a unique version of Islam and religious/ethnic coexistence, unlike any other country around the globe.[footnoteRef:60] [60:  Fred R. von der Mehden., ‘Malaysia: Islam and Multi-ethnic Politics’, pp.181-182] 


In terms of the future of Malaysia, the federal government’s goal is economic modernity by the year 2020. It aims to over-come both national and religious obstacles by joining them and promoting unity.[footnoteRef:61] [61:  Judith Nagata., ‘How to be Islamic without being an Islamic State’ p.84] 
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