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	NAME: Harry Jones

	STUDENT ID No.: 2245719

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Is it a good idea for all UK police officers to carry a Conducted Energy Device (CED)? 
INTRODUCTION:
There is a gap in research in relation to this topic and I will aim to address that during this piece of work.
The use of CED’s by police in the last few years has been on the rise, alongside the ever-growing scrutiny from the public regarding the proportional use of force. The growth in the use of CED’s has led to increased questions about the role of the devised in modern policing (Corporate Author, 2022). 
Therefore, this research proposal is somewhat of a trending topic and will make a good topic for an undergraduate dissertation. This topic also allows for there to be evidence led debates surrounding the use of CED’s, rather than a matter of opinions.
Incidents involving CED’s often receive attention from the media and that makes this topic socially and contemporary significant (Corporate Author, 2022b).
The use of CED’s raise many ethical concerns, with the main ones being human rights and proportionality. These ethical issues allow for a great opportunity for academic research and exploration. Every UK based Police force is guided on their use of force by a comprehensive legal framework, such as the Police and criminal evidence act of 1984 (College of Policing, 2013). This dissertation topic allows for me to have the opportunity to analyse the use of CED’s in line with the relevant forces’ legal obligations.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
RESEARCH AIM – To explore the gap in literature and evaluate the potential benefits, risks, and implications of equipping all UK police officers with CED’s.

I have chosen this research aim as it will directly address my topic. `I will achieve this aim through the following steps, complete a literature review of the topic in question, gather quantitative research through questionnaires and data collections.

RESEARCH AIM 1 –
Examine the impact of the use of CED on police officers and members of the public.

RESEARCH AIM 2 – 
To explore the public and community perceptions of Police officers carrying CED

RESEARCH AIM 3 – 
To assess the current existing policies, training standards and accountability that surround the use of CED in the UK.

I have chosen these research aims as I believe they allow for a great opportunity to develop an insight into the use of CED’s in UK policing. If my research proves successful it will provide an answer for my topic, based on the views of Police officers, Staff and members of the public.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Some Key sources during this piece of work will include;
Keiligh Baker (2019). Should all frontline police officers use Tasers?
· This article looks at the generic overview of what TASER is and why it is being used.
Dr Sophie Chambers (2024). The truth about Tasers: what the statistics and research tell us. 
· This more recent piece of work explores the reasons as to why the TASER was introduced, whilst exploring some interesting facts and statistics surrounding its use.
Blackburn, T. (2021). A new report has criticised ‘disproportionate’ police use of Tasers.
· This article published on Wales Online by BLACKBUR explores the guidance provided by police for the use of the TASER. It offers the reader to understand the kind of scenarios where TASER may be used.

Policy and Government reports - 
College of Policing (2022). Conducted energy devices (Taser). 
· This guidance and support page from the College of policing, provides all the information there is to know about TASER. How it is used, how it works, its effects, how to store, examine and carry one.
Home Office (2022). Police use of force statistics, England and Wales: April 2021 to March 2022..
· According to guidance, TASER can be used in 7 different ways, which are as follows. drawn, aimed, arced, red-dot, drive-stun, fired and angle drive-stun. Drawn, aimed, arced and red-dot are non-discharge uses as no electricity is discharged into the person. Drive-stun, fired and angle drive-stun are discharge uses. This government website shows the statistics in relation to the use of TASER and the % of which that each way is used.
We, C. author (2025). ‘We need Taser for all frontline officers - now’.
· This website relates to a statement that was made by the Head chair of the Police federation for West Midlands. He states that it is still their aim to have all officers TASER trained due to the number of Police officers being assaulted still being on the rise.


Gap and Justification for Research – 

Although there is a substantial amount of information available in relation to the use of TASER, its affects and some supporting facts and statistics. There is limited information that relates to the main people who would be affected by the implementation of more TASER, this being the officers and other members of the public.

My research will aim to bridge that gap by understanding what the opinion of both the officers carrying the taser, and the public who can potentially be subjected to its use. I will conduct my research effectively whilst considering any ethical or legal issues.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I have decided to use quantitative research methods such as a Questionnaire, as I believe this will show the best results for an overall consensus of how Officers and members of the public feel about the use of CED. 

For this research, I will follow the ‘Research Onion’ methodology framework, by Saunders, Lewis, and Thornhill (2011). Based on the research onions methodology I will be using Positivism as my research philosophy as it is best suited for quantitative research by using a questionnaire. I will also be using the deductive research approach by testing existing theories using the data that will be collected from my questionnaire. My questionnaire will be composed using the quantitative methodology choice and will therefore contain closed ended questions. Due to my application of a questionnaire, the best strategy for me to include would be that of a survey, this is the most suitable strategy for when a questionnaire is used as it involves systematically collecting data from a sample of respondents. I will be composing my questionnaire based upon the results of my research and will therefore be using the Cross-sectional time horizon because I will only be collecting data at a single point in time. The final part of my research will involve the collection and analysis of data, as per the techniques and procedures proposed in the ‘Research onion” theory.
This will work best for my research as I am able to address a wider array of subjects, both Police officers and members of the public, to gather a better understanding of the thoughts on CED’s within UK policing.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
During this dissertation, the target sample for my research will be aimed at Police officers and general members of the public. For my research I will aim to gather evidence from serving frontline Police officers and members of the public. This will allow for a good variety of opinions and therefore provide me with the best information available for my research.

This sampling framework will be the most effective for my research due to the simple fact that it Cleary addresses the two main people effected by the use of TASER, Police officers and the members of the public.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
Some limitations may arise during my research due to the fact that some information regarding officer’s misuse of taser and other sensitive information may be withheld by departments such as PSD etc.

During my research I will ensure that all participants remain confidential, with all participants having to consent to taking part. By doing this I am aiming to ensure that no ethical problems arise throughout my research.


	TIME SCALE:
Proposal – 19th MAY 2025
Ethics – 19TH MAY 2025
Literature Review – 28th JULY 2025
Methodology – 8th SEPTEMBER 2025
Analysis of results – 27th OCTOBER 2025
Findings and conclusion – 1st of DECEMBER 2025
Final Dissertation – 29th DECEMBER 2025
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