4 - Insert a record
In this handout, we will create a web interface to allow the user to insert a record into the database. 
Before we start, here is a screenshot of the current state of the table (people)
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We will add a new record to this table.
1. Create form

<html>

<head>

<title>Untitled</title>

</head>

<body>

<h2>Add a record</h2>

Please enter a new record:<br><br>

<form action="insertrecord.php" method="post">

First name: <input type="text" name="firstname"><br>

Surname: <input type="text" name="surname"><br>

Date of birth: (ddmmyy)<input type="text" name="dob">

<br><br>

<input type="submit" value="Submit">

</form>

</body>

</html>
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2. Receive data entered into PHP page and store in variables (insertrecord.php):
$firstname=$_POST["firstname"];

$surname=$_POST["surname"];

$dob=$_POST["dob"];
3. Connect to database:
include("conninfo.php"); 


4. Create INSERT query:
INSERT INTO people (firstname, surname, dateofbirth) VALUES(‘$firstname’,’$surname’,’$dob’)

Name of table

fields in table


PHP variables

(holding data entered by the user)
The variables in the VALUES section must be in the required order.
Note: If the field is specified as VARCHAR or TEXT in the database, the variable in the VALUES part of the query must be placed in single quotes. If the field is specified as INT in the database, the variable is used without the single quotes.
5. Finally, we run the query.
<?include("conninfo.php"); 

$firstname=$_POST["firstname"];

$surname=$_POST["surname"];

$dob=$_POST["dob"];

$query = “INSERT INTO people(firstname,surname,dateofbirth) VALUES ('$firstname','$surname','$dob')";
$result=mysqli_query($link,$query);
?>
Thank you for entering a new record.

6. Test the code using the web interface:
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The record has been inserted into the database:
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