    Community antenatal midwifery services Community antenatal midwifery services provide care and support to pregnant women throughout    pregnancy in the community settings such as GP surgeries, children’s centres, community clinics, and sometimes within the women’s home. 
The services aim to promote maternal and foetal wellbeing, identify risks early, and prepare women and their families for birth and parent and parenthood.
 


FUNCTIONING SKILLS OF THE SERVICE
Midwives conduct booking appointments, monitor mother and baby, arrange screening tests and scans, they also work closely with obstetricians, GPs, Health visitor, ensuring safe and personalised care for women and families. The services also promote informed decision making, healthy pregnancy behaviour and preparation for labour and birth.
The service originated from home based maternity care provided by trained midwifes. Following the midwives act 1902, midwifery became regulated profession in the UK. The establishment of the national health service in 1948 ensured universal access to antenatal care.
EXPLAINATION OF THE SERVICE

CHALLENAGES FACED BY THE SERVICE

Workforce shortage 
The UK is experiencing significant midwifery staff shortages, driven by slow workforce growth, high attrition, and recruitment challenges, which are putting maternity services under severe pressure.
Current Workforce Challenges
Despite reaching a record high of 47,481 midwives on the UK register, workforce growth has slowed to just 1.9% over six months, with international recruitment nearly halved and more midwives leaving the profession than joining.
England alone faces a shortage of around 2,500 full-time midwives, with 87% of surveyed members reporting unsafe staffing levels in their units.
 Newly qualified midwives are struggling to secure employment, with almost a third unable to find posts and many taking temporary or part-time roles


                   
              Increasing Complexity of pregnancies 

Community midwives are caring for a growing number of women with complex health needs, including obesity, diabetes, mental health conditions, and advanced maternal ages. These factors require additional monitoring, specialists’ referrals, and coordinated multidisciplinary care.

These challenges can impact service capacity and the delivery of safe, personailed antenatal care.


