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This activity familiarises students with RED by asking them to look at evidence of how Geoffrey Chaucer and the Canterbury Tales, were received by later generations of readers. The objectives are to a) familiarise yourself with the website and the information on its database; b) make inferences about how, and by whom, Chaucer was read. Sadly, as RED is a relatively old website some of the below is more fiddly than it might otherwise need to be.
Task: 
· Go to the UK-RED website..
· Choose a suitable set of advanced search terms to try and find information about when, where and by whom Chaucer was read.
· Make notes on the questions below.
· Submit a short summary of your findings (bullet points are fine) via Turnitin link. 
Questions to address:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What is the earliest reference to Chaucer's works on RED? Who was the original owner of the book which acts as the source of this reference? What else can you infer about the owner of the book based on the information provided on the website? What other books did they own, for instance?
· Are there any examples of famous historical persons reading Chaucer? What  can you infer about their impressions of Chaucer based on the information provided on the website?
· Can you find examples of artisans, servants or labourers having read Chaucer? If so, choose one and try and find out as much as you can about the reader. Where were they from, for example? What other books did they read?
· What insights might your different searches provide into histories of the book and reading habits?
Results:
1900-1945: Most of the results I found are from this time period. 
I found one account of a woman named Elizabeth Edminson. She was a member of the XII Book Club between 1900-1945. She and the club read ‘Prioress’ Tale’ owned by a private citizen. I found a record of a child read The Canterbury Tales between 1900-1945 in Wales. 

1500-1599: Gabriel Harvey read selected works by Chaucer. His occupation is listed as a writer, and he was in England at the time. The publication details of the work are: Ed. Speght, 1598. 
Perceptions: Based on the research, it appears that most readers of Chaucer were educated people. There is a distinctive pattern of church groups reading Canterbury Tales and other professional individuals reading general poetry by Chaucer. It also appears that people used Chaucer’s poetry as a benchmark for their own poetry or writing. For example, Gabriel Harvey, English writer, is a well-documented reader. I would surmise that Harvey used Chaucer’s writing style, format, and syntax as a guide for his own works. Clive Staples Lewis, a student, writes of his experience with ‘The Tales’ in the early 20th century: “It is in the very best Everyman style” and “He has most of the faults of the Middle Ages – garrulity and coarseness without their romantic charm which we find in the “Green Knight” or in Malory” (Record number: 32369). 
