News/Current affairs summary 

Writing is a form of art that has been around for many thousands of years. Through vastly different cultures and times, allowing people to write their experiences, or to make a story that can be shared with many others, across borders. And for most of the time writing has been around, it has always had a human touch. Behind every sentence written, every novel or script, there has been a person on the other end, putting effort into writing something that they see as their magnum opus. In recent times however, the humanity of writing has been challenged, AI now developed enough to write and sound like a person. However, it is my personal belief that AI cannot fully take the role of a human, and there is something that it cannot capture without being fully sentient. 

We should start when the first ideas of AI came around. While the term ‘AI’ was coined by John McCarthy during the Dartmouth conference (Coursera, The History of AI: A timeline of Artificial Experiments ), the idea of a machine that could think could first be attributed to Alan Turing, a computer designer during World War two, who had many radical ideas for learning machines, and making the famous Turing Test (initially named the Imitation Game), which tested machines abilities to exhibit human-like responses and intelligence (Built In, What is Artificial Intelligence?  ). The First AI’s are rudimentary compared to the modern ones, but at the time they were revolutionary, allowing machines to ‘think’ significantly more than they were previously able to, and this research  progressed science significantly. 

I decided to do a test of my own, to see whether a regular person can tell the difference between what I wrote, and what an AI wrote. To do this, I wrote a prompt for both me and an AI to write a paragraph about. The prompt was as follows: ‘ Write a short description of a forest path in winter.’ Me and an AI chatbot online (TalkAI), and I asked a few different groups of people to pick which one was written by AI. Out of 13 people, 4 believed that my text was the AI, and 9 people picked out the AI. While this is a small sample size, I believe that it still demonstrates that AI cannot fully replicate what a human can do, at least not yet. There are certain aspects that it cannot get a grasp of. I asked a few of the people who picked the correct answer why they thought it was ai, and a good amount of them said that the text seemed more basic and it followed the prompt very closely, rather than being more eccentric. However, when asking those who were deceived by the AI, they reasoned that they didn’t believe an AI was advanced enough to write as it did, or that they assumed that I wouldn't write the way I did. Interestingly, people I have been in contact with longer were more likely to pick my work as the AI’s, while those I had not talked with much previously were able to pick out the right one quicker. 

New technology removing the need for humans is not a new concept though. Factories have been at the front lines of the machine takeover, with people being replaced by machines that can do the same job, but never tire. This change has been going on since the industrial revolution, making many household items cheaper and available to people of all statuses, such as the radio. This replacement of humans can be expected with the rise of AI, as more complex tasks online can now be automated, just as it was in the factory. There are those that say that AI taking over certain sectors of work is beneficial to the economy, ( World Economic Forum, Is Artificial Intelligence Replacing Jobs?), adding areas of work in computing to maintain the AI, as well as allowing companies to gain more profit, which in theory should go back into the company allowing it to expand and to make the workers better off. It isn’t that simple, however, as people who have trained to be in the old positions for years cannot simply switch what they know. They would have to learn the new technology, and unlearn what they had done in the past, a long process that many will most likely not go through.

AI is now able to copy many different aspects, from creating videos that are believable at a first glance, to making art from specific artists. There have been many stances on AI since its inception. Famously, Stephan Hawking was firmly against AI, telling the BBC "The development of full artificial intelligence could spell the end of the human race." (BBC, Stephen Hawking warns Artificial Intelligence could end Mankind). In the media, AI was repeatedly shown as evil, with things like 2001 A Space Odyssey, The Matrix and the Terminator being strong pieces of media that have stayed relevant in culture for a long time, warning of the use and misuse of AI, and to not let it get out of control.

This idea of a killer AI is not as far from reality as one would hope. The Russian-Ukraine war has reportedly been a testing found for new, AI weaponry. Autonomous drones that can find and kill targets with little interaction from a person, to machine guns that can identify and shoot enemy movement (Forbes, How AI Is Used In War). Giving AI the capability to shoot seems like a terrible idea, and stands against the warnings of all of the movies that came before it. 

There is some news of AI in trouble, as very recently (17th September, 2024), there have been reports to say that one of the largest AI’s in the world, OpenAI’s Large language model GPT-4, is getting stupider. (Scientific American, Yes, AI Models Can Get Worse Over Time) Either from a mix up with its parameters, or bad sample data for the AI to learn on. It shows that because of its complexity, only one thing needs to go wrong for it to begin to not work as intended, showing how fragile it actually is.

Overall, the new wave of AI technology will be very similar to the introduction of new technology in the past, and will either become part of the day to day life, or become forgotten, a trend in the past. Personally, I believe that while AI can be useful in certain situations, its widespread use is concerning and it should be closely monitored. With the amount of jobs it puts at risk, and the harm it can do to people for me outweighs the benefits it can bring with it as well.
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Prompt: Write a short description of a forest path in winter.

Orange leaves crunched underfoot, having reached the end of their usefuiness and left by the
trees, to rot and serve as a home for those small enough to use them. The thick trunks groaned
under the snow, complaining at the added weight that the sky had thrown down to them. Those
not strong enough had fallen to the path below, adding to the waste. The path was formed of
mud, rock solid in odd patterns and shapes, the tread of all that had passed now frozen into the
ground, a record of their travels, all down this single path

The forest path winds gently through a serene winter landscape, its edges softening under a
thick blanket of glistening snow. Tall, ancient trees stand sentinel, their branches heavy with
frost, creating a silvery canopy that filters the pale sunlight. The air s crisp and invigorating,
‘each breath visible as a wispy cloud. As you walk, the soft crunch of snow underfoot punctuates
the hushed stillness, occasionally interrupted by the distant call of a winter bird. Delicate icicles
hang from the boughs, sparkiing like diamonds, while the scent of pine and fresh snow fils the
air, evoking a sense of peace and solitude in this tranquil haven.




