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Research skills combine a set of different skills and abilities such as systematic information search, collection, evaluation, and analysis as well as knowledge generation, offering solutions to problems or answering questions that fall within a given discipline (Rowland et al., 2020). These skills are essential for students across various academic levels and disciplines as they engage in scholarly inquiry, academic projects, and critical thinking activities. In the world of information, students must have research skills to be critical thinkers, effective reasoners, and successful academicians. Furthermore, citing sources is not only avoiding plagiarism but also a way of demonstrating authenticity in research work. This report explores the nature of research skills and referencing that are important for students since they manage and guide them to academic success, intellectual growth, and preparation for future endeavours. 
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Research skills are irreplaceable resources without which students are unable to look into, read, discuss and solve complicated issues across different taught subjects. In today's world, where information is free everywhere it often ends up being unfiltered thus making it hard to distinguish. So, effective research skills help students to get ahead with their studies more than ever.
Firstly, research skills compel the students to seek understanding which is beyond limited comprehension of the information and they can engage critically and academically with scholarly resources. Using a research method, the students can discover the different points of view, ascertain the relevance of the information, and formulate an in-depth understanding of a variety of subjects (Abbott, 2019). Students will not only acquire information, but this will add depth to their learning experience, as well as provide them with the knowledge and intellectual skills required to be successful in their studies.
Also, the research skills develop intellectual curiosity and inquisitiveness amongst learners. The skill inspires them to explore the areas they are not confined to in the coursework. The independent research projects and in-depth study of the literature will enable the students to pursue their intellectual passions, specialize in niche areas of interest, and build intellectual autonomy. This autonomous learning not only extends the scope of their academic field but also helps create in them a feeling of thirst for knowledge and the urge to develop intellectually at all times.
Moreover, research skills are among the main tools that help students acquire and improve their critical thinking and problem-solving abilities. Participation in research activities has a great impact on understanding complicated issues, making decisions, and developing argumentative thinking, when it is based on reliable facts. This analytical thinking not only improves their academic performance but also prepares them to deal with reality problems and conduct independent opinions in diverse professional frameworks.
On the one hand, researching ability is a vital element that promotes the development of competent communication and thought shared among students. The research-based tasks in the course help students logically express their thoughts, they can justify their arguments with evidence and they get a chance to discuss with teachers academically (Bougie and Sekaran, 2019). They develop their communication skills not only in academic writing and presentation but also to take part in academic and professional communities properly.
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Knowledge of referencing reduces the chances of students plagiarizing the sources they have used in their academic writings as they understand what they are supposed to do and how to do it. Referencing encompasses three main components: paraphrasing, in-text citing, and organizing the works cited thoroughly.
Paraphrasing: This is the act of rephrasing in one's own words what one read in the source, with the condition that the original meaning and context are preserved. By paraphrasing correctly students understand the topic and also can contribute the ideas from different sources to writing elegantly.
In-text Citation: In-text citation is the short mention of the source of a sentence or idea directly within the text without quoting or paraphrasing the source to avoid plagiarism. They give readers the required details for finding the source in the list of references or bibliography, which may be further investigated on other sources.
References: A collection of references or bibliography was placed at the end of scientific papers, and it listed all sources that were cited in the textual body. Citations offer readers full bibliographical details for each cited book, webpage, article or other publication used within the text. So that they can cross-check the authenticity of the information and track the source.
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Reference skills are the fundamental plank of academic writing and require the professional skills of students in all fields (Ain et al., 2019). Students doing literature reviews must know that these skills demonstrate their abilities in scholastic conventions and establishing high academic standards, research transparency, and credibility while working on research.
Acknowledgement of Sources: Through citation, students are acknowledging the contributions of any researchers, scholars, or authors whose work they have used in their assignment. Through the proper acknowledgement of others' intellectual works, students can show their appreciation of copyright and acknowledge the contributions of others.
Avoidance of Plagiarism: Plagiarism, is the unauthorized use or presentation of another person's thoughts or work without giving credit to that person. It is considered the most serious academic offence that may result in the grades. Adequate referencing provides students a way not to use unintentional paraphrasing by giving an exact source of ideas, data and words that they use.
Enhancement of Credibility and Authority: When students employ citations, it adds credibility and strong support to their arguments by referring to the materials with support from credible and reliable sources (Succi and Canovi, 2020). Once readers look at proper in-text citations and bibliography then they become prepared to accept students' claims as robust, truthful and taking into account authoritative research.
Ready for Academic and Career Success: The ability to use properly cited sources ensures students are duly prepared for future academic classes and job ventures. It will be imperative for students to read relevant scholarship, appropriately cite sources, and apply ethical principles in their academic integrity and the attribution of ideas.
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It is crucial to develop research and referencing skills to become information literate and gain critical thinking abilities. To reach this goal, students must read regularly and take notes throughout the process. Taking part in workshops or simply having access to online tutorials on citation and referencing prescriptions is a kind opportunity to get valuable information and work out practical guidance. The adoption of reference management tools such as Zotero or Mendeley may be time-saving and assist in the correct referencing. Getting feedback from professors on improving these skills of paraphrasing and in-context citation will help to refine them (Stopar and Bartol, 2019). One should get used to a habit of finding out if the notes are correct and complete before presenting any academic paper. Moreover, it is important to keep track of the changes and modifications to reference styles and academic formatting rules as well as to follow the recent standards. In addition, the establishment and maintenance of the personal library or database not only help to find but also cite the sources with ease the next time the project is implemented.
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Research skills and referencing skills are indispensable tools which allow students to face their academic career with success. Besides betterment of the performance through these skills, students promote critical thinking and curiosity for further studies. Through the use of research and citation techniques, students would be given the right to succeed and be proudly ethical through the complexities of a higher learning environment. Attaining research skills and properly using sources will guide students towards academic achievement, success in their careers, and life-long learning. 
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