Article Review on whether or not the Prison system works effectively 
Does our Modern Prison System Work? Was written by author Fiona Guy In the True Crime & Justice category within the Crime Traveller (Guy, 2018). Guy (2018) highlights that prisons within modern day society are used for the purpose of reforming individuals that have committed a crime. The aim of this article is to highlight whether Prisons work. 
HM Prison Service is an executive agency which is sponsored by Her Majesty’s Prison and Probation Service. They state that the service aims to keep the individuals that have a prison sentence in custody, and to help these people to advance with a law-abiding and useful life, whilst within the compounds of a prison and after they have carried out their sentence and have been released (HM Prison Service, 2020). 
The article not only mentions whether the system itself works, but it also mentions the picture which most people associate with Prison, big buildings, razor wire on fences, big locked gates, a forced routine, armed guards and the absolute lack of freedom. This is the image most people see when they think of prisons, and it is the view that Fiona Guy has when she wrote this article. 
In an article which is written by the Ormiston Families (2020), there aim is to support families to build resilience and make choices which improve the life chances of their children. In the article they have spoken to a member of the public who describes prison as “its a holiday camp, not a prison. They have a better life in there than what they have outside”. This is a completely different perception to Guy (2018). However, the Ormiston Families disregard this and state that it is blindness on the public’s behalf as well as a lack of understanding, if they believe that it is a holiday camp, and not a complete lack of freedom for the thousands of men, women and young people who are serving custodial sentences. 
Guy suggests that prisons have changed throughout the centuries and that they are not just a cell for someone to be in, but as a punishment as well. The aim for prisons is to hold the criminals till after their sentence in the hope that once they are released, they will lead a law-abiding life. This is the debate, does this process work?
The issue with this article, is that it mentions what prison should be used for, it makes a number of statements highlighting that the idea behind the prison system is to develop a person so that they do not reoffend and return to prison. The author believes that any individual can develop an approach in order to work around their current circumstances when It is out of their control, however even the everyday life of prison, friendships are made, new skills are gained, lessons are learned and the people adapt. 
The article gives the view that the prison system does not work as some people see prison as the easier option. They see re-joining a functioning society as ‘hard work’. In prison they would be able to have three meals a day and have a set routine with familiar surroundings. Instead on release, it is hard to get a job with a criminal record, and this creates uncertainty and sometimes leads to the reoffending. This is based on figures from the prison reform trust in 2013 which show that 47% of adults who were released from prison, went on to reoffend and were reconvicted within one year. 
Taking a look at Cullen et al (2016), they believe that the rehabilitation is an unreachable goal. They also reinforce the view by Guy that imprisonment can make a person adapt to their surroundings and can bind the prisoners closer together. This supports the view made by Guy throughout her article which initialises the idea that more than one person believes that prisons do not complete the job they are supposed to on the rehabilitation front. Cullen et all (2016) also states that they believe that prisons drain funding and resources when looked at on a massive scale, and they believe that an alternative for prisons should be found. 
Guy (2018), could have improved their article if they had added more information on the positive effects of the prison service and the people that have benefited, the article seems like it is slandering the service, instead of researching. If it was mentioned about the processes after prison, whether there are possible ways for employment to be found for people with a  criminal record, if there is opportunity for more support and treatment so that people do not feel as though they have to struggle and that there is help available if people want to ask for it. From reading this piece of writing alone, it gives that view that they do not work in the way they are intended with every person. If this article allowed for more research to be carried out looking at the statistics and information which has been found. 
In conclusion, the article is biased, the majority of this article written by Guy (2018) is in favour of stating that prisons are simply creating a circle for many offenders where they should integrate back into society, instead they see no benefit to them or society and decide prison is the better option. It is also easy to see that the author is biased towards stating that the prison service is not fulfilling its aim fully as people do not lead law abiding lives after leaving the system. If the author looked into at more information from a wider range of sources, then the article could have been more logical and less biased. 
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Reflective report on the Prison Crisis 
My understanding of the Prison Crisis 
From my learning of this topic, I have deemed that there are two possible ways to look at the ‘prison crisis’. Firstly, you could see it as a crisis within the prisons themselves, this could be based on information on the conditions within prisons, some of which people deem to be unethical within the 21st Century prisons. Secondly, it could be seen as a crisis on the imprisonment front in general, it can be seen as the attachment which is in place with prisons and that people can simply be sent away to a prison and that is where they serve out there time and punishment. It is believed that one of the biggest causes of the crisis within prisons is a money-based issue. This is due to the prison budget in both England and Wales becoming smaller and smaller up until 2010 (Garside, 2019). 
Garside also made a speech on the prison crisis where he stated that prisons had become unacceptably violent and dangerous places. The issue with this is that this can cause distress for other prisoners who are only trying to repent for their past mistakes. He also mentions that it is not only the prisons themselves and the imprisonment front that are the issues, but it is the crisis on people safety and their living conditions which are threatened (Garside, 2018). However, this speech was made before the article showing that more issues arose throughout the year. 
I also found that when researching, a lot of the information which I found, was based on the funding side of the crisis and how this affected a lot of the workings within the prisons themselves. I also found information  which led me to believe that the system itself is in crisis as self-harming in prisons was at a record high at the start of 2020 as well as extremely worrying spikes in violence which supports the view made by Garside (2019). 
In support of this, Burki (2017) stated that there were 85,000 people in prison in England and Wales. This was one of the highest populations within a prison within western Europe. They state that the mental illness rates among the prisoners was high, and this links in with the crisis of self-harming. It is proposed that almost two thirds of the prison population suffer with a personality disorder, half suffer with depression and anxiety and one in 12 suffer with psychosis. In 2016, an audit was held which noted 120 prisoners committed suicide and this is double the amount from 2012 showing that the issue is only getting worse and that it needs addressing in order to help the prisoners and get them the support that they need mentally.
Also, I found that there are issues with the process after release, there was not enough support for rehabilitation and community supervision, this was also down to staff shortages which is more than likely down the budget as well. This failing means that they are not receiving the support that they need and that the service is not meeting its weekly caseload targets.
Based on information I was taught and found online I believe that I can understand the basic terminology which can be used in order to understand the topic of the prison crisis and the way which it works. 
Personal issues with the topic
Looking at my own personal issues with the topic of the prison crisis. I found that a lot of the information on the prison crisis can be hard to follow and understand. I had no prior knowledge of the issue meaning everything I learnt and tried to understand was all new. Due to finding it hard to understand some aspects I found that I did not properly take in the information properly and struggled to understand the points which make up the system and its failings. My best understanding of the topic was that funding cuts lead to a number of issues which can include, understaffing different sectors, over populating different areas with prisoners which can lead to a number of issues including easier to cause mischief and it is harder to control. 
Also, I found it hard to find proper information on the crisis as due to covid-19 I have not been able to access the university library for books or for any other resources which were not online. Alongside these, I have still been working and the hours have increased due to the high demand and it has been a struggle to be able to research properly and feel as though the work which has been done is rushed and not critical enough. 
I also struggled to focus on the subject as it was hard to understand and this is one of my downfalls as I should have put more effort into researching the subject so that I could understand what I was learning.
Also, I struggle to criticise the workings of people when I do not fully understand what it is that they are trying to teach and show. 
How could these issues be solved?
Personally, I believe that to solve majority of the issues named above, would be time management, if I could write about this subject properly I would give myself more time, try and take time off work and perhaps give myself the time to learn the subject, instead of simply trying to research it all and to work on it more. 
Also, I would read around the subject more in order to understand different aspects better. A good place to start could be to investigate the budgets which are assigned, look at the exact number of staff shortages and to also consider the prisoner to officer ratio. I would also consider the exact statistics on violence and self-harm in order to gain a wider and better understanding. 
I also believe that given the chance to work more on the issue, it would be helpful to have better access to books and other physical elements in order to have a different perspective and have full access to the information which could be provided outside of the covid-19 virus crisis. 
Conclusion
In conclusion, I recognise that one of the biggest issues with the prison crisis is underfunding by the government. The underfunding has a domino effect on the entire system, it leads to overcrowding and understaffing, these lead onto the violence and self-harm as they prisoners are constantly round each other and there are not enough officers to fight for order to be maintained and for the additionally help some prisoners need mentally leading to such a high suicide ratio. 
I believe that I learned and understood the majority of the information on the prison crisis by reading through the presentations supplied and by using google scholar to give myself the best chance at finding academic resources to aid my understanding. Also, I think my biggest benefit if I could write a full report on the crisis would be time management. Poor time management has left me to rush work and to make mistakes, by improving this it would enable me to research more and double check my work to ensure it is done properly and that it all makes sense. 
However, despite my lack of planning and reading I realise that I understand the topic well and given the chance could highlight a number of issues in more detail. 
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In conclusion, based on the statistics provided, it would seem that the shorter sentences are ineffective on a scale much larger than it is hoped, whereas the total reoffending is less than half so this could be seen as partly a win on the side of the prison service, however this number is still high and these statistics are out of date and do not reflect the current standings. 

· Based on information which is presented from the UK’s independent fact checking charity (2016), 46% of all criminals reoffend within 1 year of leaving prison, alongside this, 60% of the people who are sentenced to a short period in prison (less than 1 year) , will reoffend in the same time frame. 
· However, the issue with these facts are that they are old, they were from April 2013 and March 2014. This makes it unreliable information if the research was for the last 5 years. Although, it does state that reoffending rates were steady for past decade before these statistics came out. 
· These statistics show that not only is sentencing ineffective against nearly half of the prison population, however looking at the people who have a shorter sentence, shows that these are even more ineffective at a huge rate of 60% reoffending. 
6. Youth offenders are under 18’s 
- ages 12-17 have a detention and training order – 4months to 2 years & first half is served in custody, second half in the community
- extended sentences for violent or sexual crimes 
- minimum amount of time for murder cases – not eligible for parole 
(Home Office, 2020)
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There are 6 kinds of sentences which can be issued. These are:
1. Concurrent and consecutive
2. Suspended prison sentences
3. Determinate – fixed length of time 
4. Indeterminate – no fixed length 
5. Life 
6. Sentences for young people
Image 1 
Prisons have evolved. Societies have always required means of protecting citizens from people causing problems or a menace. The use of prisons also allows for the communication on what is wrong through the use of punishment in this case  (SCCJR, 2015)

`
1. If a person has committed more than one crime, they have a sentence for each  
· Concurrent – served at same time 
· Consecutive – served one after another 
(Home Office, 2020)


2. Suspended sentences are carried out in the community
- certain conditions must be met – don’t go near certain people or places, or unpaid work. 
(Home Office, 2020)
3. If more than 12 months – half in prison, half in community ‘on licence’. 
- if any licence is broken then they could go back to prison. 
- if under 12 months, released halfway through 
(Home Office, 2020)
4. ‘indeterminate’ does not have a set period of time 
- no set release date
- minimum ‘tariff’ before considered for release
(Home Office, 2020)
What are prison sentences and are they effective?
5. life sentences must be given in the cases of murder.
- courts can choose to give a life sentence in the cases of rape and armed robbery 
-rest of a person’s life
- whole life term – not considered for release. 
Home Office, 2020
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