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Executive summary
The research report aims to provide an evaluation of the positive affect of virtual learning experiences on the students of the University of Wales followed by a conduction of a small-scale research. The report has the purpose to conduct a literature review relevant to this topic to identify the positive impact and the issues related to the virtual learning experience. In addition, the research conducted both primary and secondary data analysis by designing an academic questionnaire sent to the students of the university to find their response over the topic and reviewing relevant journals and articles to make an effective conclusion.


Table of Contents
Introduction	4
Research title	4
Research rationale	4
Research objectives	4
Literature review	5
Introduction	5
Positive impacts of Virtual learning environment	5
Issues regarding Virtual learning environment	5
Summary	6
Literature gap	6
Methodology	6
Research philosophy	6
Research approach	6
Research design	7
Data collection method	7
Sampling size	7
Ethical consideration	7
Time Scale	7
Gantt chart	8
Primary data analysis	9
Secondary data analysis	15
Conclusion	15
Reference list	16
Appendix	18

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Introduction
Virtual learning environment is introduced to promote active learning and skills of thinking critically that are required for transferring classroom-based knowledge to the practical process (Ryan and Poole, 2019). The research report aims to discuss the affect of VLE on the learning experiences of students by conducting a small-scale research followed by a primary and secondary data analysis. Moreover, there is a review of the impact of VLE by analysing different literatures related to the positive affect of using VLE.
[bookmark: _30j0zll]Research title
“The impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus”
[bookmark: _1fob9te]Research rationale
The research is conducted to provide an insight on the significant role of Virtual learning to enhance students' satisfaction and engagement towards the learning sessions. The research will be helpful to identify the efficiency of the tool for learning and teaching (Mosquera, 2017). The research will be beneficial to comprehend the significance of virtual learning to increase students' motivation and it includes the issues related to this on the students' learning process.
[bookmark: _3znysh7]Research objectives
The objectives of the research are listed below:
· To find the positive impacts of VLE on students' learning
· To find the significance of VLE to motivate the students to learn
· To identify the issues regarding virtual learning
[bookmark: _2et92p0]Literature review
[bookmark: _tyjcwt]Introduction
Virtual learning is used widely in education and learning systems to deliver effective materials and foster communication between learners and teachers. The following literature review has been conducted through analysing different perspectives of renowned writers from journals and articles. The review will discuss the positive impacts of VLE and issues related to this.
[bookmark: _3dy6vkm]Positive impacts of Virtual learning environment
VLE has been used since 2000 as blackboard software in different educational institutes in the UK. Moodle is one of the popular VLE introduced in 2001 to foster online courses by focusing on collaborative materials in learning (moodle, 2020). 
The positive impacts of using VLE can be identified as it is used as a collaborative tool, which helps students and teachers to interact online effectively and improve their analytical ability. As opined by Kiat et al. (2016), it helps to enhance independent thought of students and encourage them to have multiple understanding and perspectives over a particular topic. VLE helps to encourage progressive thinking of the students and enables them to think independently and rationally over the study material. According to McKenna et al. (2017), it has been found that introverted students become able to express their views and they are likely to get involved in online discussion more frequently compared to the traditional classroom session. It provides the opportunity to reinforce the missed materials and facilitates open discussion. However, there are some limitations of using VLE compared to the usage of traditional classroom sessions that do not highlight the structure or culture of an organisation.
[bookmark: _1t3h5sf]Issues regarding Virtual learning environment
It is a quiet imperative to maintain virtual experiences and its relevance to the learners' future opportunities in career and every day working life. Odryekhivsk et al. (2019) say virtual learning sometimes can create unrealistic and difficult situations that are irrelevant to the learners while handling a realistic problem. VLE limits the learners' engagement, as they are not able to ask their teachers instant queries for better understanding of the module. It fosters limited understanding the materials covered in the virtual learning process. According to Atayeroet al. (2017), as VLE is a software based system, learners often face technical issues related to network problems, security problems, bandwidth glitches and others. It hampers the motivation of the students while learning in a virtual environment.
[bookmark: _4d34og8]Summary
In summary, it can be said that virtual learning is a significant tool to improve students' engagement and attention towards the learning sessions and it facilitates learning by encouraging rational and analytical thinking. However, there are some issues faced by the learners while learning in such an environment such as limited engagement, technical issues and others.
[bookmark: _2s8eyo1]Literature gap
The review is limited to the analysis of a few journals and an article covering the topic as the researcher was unable to read a vast range of literature to determine the affect of VLE on the students' learning perception. The analysis can be further improved by covering other details from different journals and articles covering the topic.
[bookmark: _17dp8vu]Methodology
[bookmark: _3rdcrjn]Research philosophy
It is important to conduct the research within a particular pattern by collecting the relevant and significant information effectively. Research philosophy enables to complete the research in an effective way by collecting important data from different sources (Kennedy, 2017). In this mentioned research, the positivism philosophy has been used as it has the purpose to collect the data based on a scientific structure.
[bookmark: _26in1rg]Research approach
Research approaches can be defined as an effective plan to enhance the data collection process and analyse them in an efficient way. Two research approaches include deductive and inductive; in this case, the deductive approach will be used to collect primary and secondary data as it helps to evaluate the data with the help of the current theoretical review.
[bookmark: _lnxbz9]Research design
Research design is a framework for all the necessary data and information related to the topic by conducting a market research (Alase, 2017). In this following research, the descriptive research design is chosen to use to provide an integration of qualitative and quantitative data collection.
[bookmark: _35nkun2]Data collection method
Data collection methods are used to conduct market research and analyse all the relevant information (Paradis et al., 2016). The above research has been completed through primary and secondary data collection methods. Here, academic questionnaires have been designed and sent to the students of University of Wales to find their response and the secondary data analysis has been conducted with the help of different literatures relevant to the topic.
[bookmark: _1ksv4uv]Sampling size
In this study, the researcher has chosen a sample of 20 students from the University of Wales for the primary data collection and secondary information has collected by studying journals and articles to comprehend the facts related to the above topic.
[bookmark: _44sinio]Ethical consideration
All the participants are chosen irrespective of kind of discrimination and they have given all the freedom to answer the questions sent to them. The research has been done for academic purpose and the primary information of the respondents will be not enclosed with the acknowledgement of the data protection act in the UK (gov.uk 2011).
[bookmark: _2jxsxqh]Time Scale
	Activities
	Start date
	Duration 
	End date

	Identification of the research topic
	6/19/2020
	2
	6/21/2020

	Research objectives
	6/21/2020
	3
	6/24/2020

	Literature review
	6/24/2020
	14
	7/8/2020

	Research methodology
	7/8/2020
	7
	7/15/2020

	Primary data collection
	7/15/2020
	10
	7/25/2020

	Secondary data collection
	7/25/2020
	10
	8/4/2020

	Recommendation
	8/4/2020
	4
	8/8/2020

	Conclusion
	8/8/2020
	5
	8/13/2020


Table 1: Time scale
(Source: developed by the learner)
[bookmark: _z337ya]Gantt chart
[image: ]
Figure 1: Gantt chart
(Source: developed by the learner)
[bookmark: _3j2qqm3]Primary data analysis
The primary data collection has been conducted through a participation of 20 students of University of Wales to identify their perspective of the positive affect of VLE on their learning perception.
Qs 1: What is your age?

	Age group
	Number of respondents
	Percentage of respondents
	Total respondents

	18-21
	7
	35%
	20

	22-25
	8
	40%
	20

	25-30
	5
	25%
	20


Table 2: Age of the participants
(Source: Developed by the learner)
[image: ]
Figure 2: Age of the participants
(Source: Developed by the learner)
The above table indicates that the researcher has focused on the students belonging to the age group of 22 to 25 as they are the maximum number of students in the university. Around 35% of the students belong to the group of 18 to 21 years age and the rest are from the group of 25 to 30.
Qs 2: Do you agree that the use of moodle enhances the quality of your learning?

	Options
	Number of respondents
	Percentage of respondents
	Total respondents

	Strongly Agree
	7
	35%
	20

	Agree
	6
	30%
	20

	Neutral
	5
	25%
	20

	Disagree
	2
	10%
	20


Table 3: Response to the statement that the use of moodle enhances the quality of your learning
(Source: Developed by the learner)
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Figure 3: Response to the statement that the use of moodle enhances the quality of your learning
(Source: Developed by the learner)
The above table indicates that 35% of the students have strongly agreed to the question that the use of moodle, the virtual learning experience enhances the quality of their learning. Around 30% of the participants agreed to the statement, 25% answered neutrally and 10% disagreed to the statement. It can be said that virtual learning can enhance the quality of learning and it is better than the conventional learning method.
Qs 3: Do you agree that VLE encourages independent learning?

	Options
	Number of respondents
	Percentage of respondents
	Total respondents

	Strongly Agree
	6
	30%
	20

	Agree
	6
	30%
	20

	Neutral
	5
	25%
	20

	Disagree
	3
	15%
	20


Table 4: Response to the statement that VLE encourages independent learning
(Source: Developed by the learner)
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Figure 4: Response to the statement that VLE encourages independent learning
(Source: Developed by the learner)
The above figure indicates that around 60% of the students feel that virtual learning has encouraged them to think independently and rationally and it has fostered independent learning. However, 25% of the students give neutral answers and 15% disagree with this.
Qs 4: Do you agree that VLE helps to increase motivation of the students to learn?

	Options
	Number of respondents
	Percentage of respondents
	Total respondents

	Strongly Agree
	8
	40%
	20

	Agree
	6
	30%
	20

	Neutral
	4
	20%
	20

	Disagree
	2
	10%
	20


Table 5: Response to the statement that VLE helps to increase motivation of the students to learn
(Source: Developed by the learner)
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Figure 5: Response to the statement that VLE helps to increase motivation of the students to learn
(Source: Developed by the learner)
From the above figure, it can be identified that around 40% of the respondents strongly agree that virtual learning is helpful to enhance motivation in the students to learn. Around 30% of them agree to that, 20% give answers neutrally and the rest disagree with this. It can be concluded that virtual learning is beneficial to provide the opportunity of increasing motivation towards learning and it gives satisfaction to the students.
Qs 5. What is the issue you faced while learning in a virtual platform?
	Options
	Number of respondents
	Percentage of respondents
	Total respondents

	Inexperienced partner
	5
	25%
	20

	Distraction
	6
	30%
	20

	Technical issues
	7
	35%
	20

	Motivation
	2
	10%
	20


Table 6: Issues faced while learning in a virtual platform
(Source: Developed by the learner)
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Figure 6: Issues faced while learning in a virtual platform
(Source: Developed by the learner)
The above figure shows that around 35% of the students participated in the survey faced technical issues during a virtual learning experience from their home, as not all the students have the appropriate facility and equipment for learning in a virtual platform. Around 30% thought that they got distracted while learning online and 10% faced motivational issues while 25% complained for having an inexperienced collaborate that hamper their study as well.


[bookmark: _1y810tw]Secondary data analysis
Positive impact of VLE
As opined by Kiat et al. (2016), as a VLE, Moodle has a user base to provide a learning platform and different course managements that helps the students to learn effectively from any devices online. It provides a better collaboration between the teachers and students and helps them to develop their analytical skill and understanding ability. It helps to maximize the reflection of the students and encourages them to think positively and independently (McKenna et al., 2017). It improves the quality of learning and fosters a positive difference in the comprehension approach of the students. It accommodates the demands of the students and increases their confidence. 
Issues regarding VLE
The web-based materials and instruction do not allow emotional and social communication that limits the interaction between teachers and the students. The journal identifies that technical, networking issues can limit the application of virtual learning, and it hampers the motivation of the students (Atayeroet al., 2017).
[bookmark: _4i7ojhp]Conclusion
The research report concludes that virtual learning can be beneficial to promote Independence learning and critical thinking abilities of the students and it enables to increase the motivation and the quality of learning of the students in the University of Wales. In addition, the research can be recommended to use an inductive research approach that can allow flexibility in the context of collecting the data and analyse them.
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