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History of the Hafod estate.
[image: ]The first notable owner of the Hafod estate, located in Ystwyth valley of Ceredigion (grid reference: SN7672473714), is Thomas Johnes who inherited the estate in 1780. Hafod under his ownership grew into the picturesque we see today, reversing the damage caused by industry in the area. ‘Leland had described the scene in the Ystwyth valley ‘wher hath bene great digging for leade, the melting wherof hath destroid the wooddes that sumtime grew plentifulli thereabout’, and ‘in Comeustwith. . . the wood is sore wastih’’(W. Linnard: 1971) Under Johnes the landscape flourished ‘Johnes was the pioneer of large-scale upland afforestation in Wales, he was progressive both in the planting stock he used and in his planting techniques, and achieved notable success, in particular with his plantations of European Larch’ (W. Linnard: 1971) the table below shows the extent of this afforestation and the volume of Larch that Johnes had planted. This can also be seen in figure 2. During the ownership of Johnes it is also possible to understand how the local community had been involved in the creation of this picturesque landscape as ‘During the severe winter of 1799. For example Johnes employed, without exception, everyone who asked for work’ (COLYER, R: 1976) this not only shows the level of community engagement with the landscape in the past but also the temperament of Johnes as he believed ‘our poor are always distressed and I know no other remedy than by feeding, employing and taking care of our poor’ (Personal correspondence between Johnes and Anthony Young). the site was then taken over by Henry Pelham, Fourth Duke of Newcastle ‘throughout the twelve years (the period he owned the property) he is reputed to have spent over £20,000 both in and out of doors’ (COLYER, R: 1976) the next notable period of change within the Hafod estate comes in the mid-20th century where in 1940 the mansion had fallen into a state of disrepair the estate was then taken over by the Forestry commission. Under the forestry commissions ownership the mansion was finally demolished. Today the only feature of the mansion is the stone steps leading to where the mansion once stood. This can be seen in figure 3 and is now under ownership of natural resources wales in partnership with the Hafod trust.Figure 1: Table of planting volume and strategies conducted at Hafod under Thomas Johnes (W. Linnard: 1971)



A Picturesque Landscape walk. 
The pathways set out takes the visitor to the estate on a picturesque walk through the Hafod estate to take in its natural beauty, images of the picturesque landscape can be seen within the figure section of this paper. Whilst visiting the site I took the gentleman’s first walking past the church on the estate then down through the expansive area of Larch trees planted by Johnes down to the waterfall. Already it was clear to see the appeal of the estate to the gentry and ladies of the 18th and 19th centuries and how it became a place of courtship with the gentry aiding the ladies through the difficult pathways. The beauty of the landscape of the Hafod estates landscape can be likened to a poem by Samuel Taylor Coleridge Particularly the line ‘That deep romantic chasm which slanted down the green hill athwart a cedarn cover!’ (S.T. Coleridge: 1816) this to me sounds as if he were describing the area where the waterfall cuts through the landscape dividing the two green hills on either side.  
In conclusion it is clear to see how the restoration of the landscape by Thomas Johnes lead to the increased popularity of the Hafod estate with the landed gentry in the 18th and 19th century through to the modern day taking trips to the estate to marvel in its natural beauty. 
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Figure 2: image showing the expansive area of Larch trees at the opening of the Gentleman’s trail.
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Figure 3: Image showing the area where the mansion would have been with the steps leading to the site.



	
[image: ]Figure 4: Image of the waterfall on the gentleman’s trail. 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Figure 5: Image showing moss growing on the right hand side of the Larch tree area. 
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Figure 6: Image of the river flowing from the water fall. 


[image: ][image: ]Figure 7: Image of water flowing from the water fall. 














Figure 8: Image of a small stream rolling from the hill over a stone on the gentleman’s trail. 














[image: ]Figure 9: Image of the church within the Hafod estate. 














[image: ]Figure 10: Image showing the picturesque nature of Hafod in the snow. 







	







Figure list 
i. W. LINNARD; Thomas Johnes (1748–1816)— Pioneer of Upland Afforestation in Wales, Forestry: An International Journal of Forest Research, Volume 44, Issue 2, 1 January 1971, P 136
ii. Adam Mackelden Taken 29/01/2019
iii. Abigail McKeeman Taken 29/01/2019
iv. Adam Mackelden Taken 29/01/2019
v. Adam Mackelden Taken 29/01/2019
vi. Adam Mackelden Taken 29/01/2019
vii. Adam Mackelden Taken 29/01/2019
viii. Adam Mackelden Taken 29/01/2019
ix. Adam Mackelden Taken 29/01/2019
x. Adam Mackelden Taken 29/01/2019

References 
i. W. LINNARD; Thomas Johnes (1748–1816)— Pioneer of Upland Afforestation in Wales, Forestry: An International Journal of Forest Research, Volume 44, Issue 2, 1 January 1971, P 135
ii. W. LINNARD; Thomas Johnes (1748–1816)— Pioneer of Upland Afforestation in Wales, Forestry: An International Journal of Forest Research, Volume 44, Issue 2, 1 January 1971, P 135
iii. COLYER, R., 1976. Hafod Estate under Thomas Johnes and Henry Pelham, Fourth Duke of Newcastle, The. Welsh History Review = Cylchgrawn Hanes Cymru, 8, P 258
iv. Johnes to Arthur Young, Annals of Agriculture, XXXIV (1799), 201. For the condition of the poor in early-nineteenth-century Cardiganshire. See W.J. Lewis, Ceredigion, IV (1960-63)
v. COLYER, R., 1976. Hafod Estate under Thomas Johnes and Henry Pelham, Fourth Duke of Newcastle, The. Welsh History Review = Cylchgrawn Hanes Cymru, 8, P 279
vi. Kubla Khan; or, a vision in a dream. (1816) By Samuel Taylor Coleridge 1772-1834

Bibliography 
i. W. LINNARD; Thomas Johnes (1748–1816)— Pioneer of Upland Afforestation in Wales, Forestry: An International Journal of Forest Research, Volume 44, Issue 2, 1 January 1971.
ii. COLYER, R., 1976. Hafod Estate under Thomas Johnes and Henry Pelham, Fourth Duke of Newcastle, The. Welsh History Review = Cylchgrawn Hanes Cymru, 8,
iii. Johnes to Arthur Young, Annals of Agriculture, XXXIV (1799), 201. For the condition of the poor in early-nineteenth-century Cardiganshire. See W.J. Lewis, Ceredigion, IV (1960-63)
iv. Kubla Khan; or, a vision in a dream. (1816) By Samuel Taylor Coleridge 1772-1834
image1.png
TABLE 1. Amount of the plantations at Hafod, October 1796 to

April 1813
Planting season Species No. of trees
planted
Oct. 1796/Apr. 1797 Larch 400,000
Various hardwoods 250,000
Oct. 1797/Apr. 1798 Oak and ash 35,000
Larch 400,000
Oct. 1799/Apr. 1801 Larch 400,000
Various other species 580,000
Oct. 1801/Apr. 1806 Records lost, conservative
estimate 800,000
Oct. 1806/Apr. 1807 25 acres, mostly larch 100,000
Oct. 1807/Apr. 1808 35 acres, mostly larch 140,000
Oct. 1808/Apr. 1810 95 acres, mostly larch 380,000
Oct. 1810/Apr. 1811 46 acres, mostly larch 184,000
Oct. 1811/Apr. 1812 36 acres, mostly larch 144,000
Oct. 1812/Apr. 1813 Larch 150,000
Spruce firs 5,000
Various hardwoods 9,500

Total 3,977,500
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