Love play- An emotionally diverse journey through time
Rosie Trueman 

Moira Buffini’s love play can best be described as a complex commentary on love and lust, and relationships throughout time. On November 30th I was invited to UWTSD’s production of Love play, performed by the 3rd year acting students. Upon entry the first thing I noticed was the quality of the set, and the artistic choice to have an actor sat on the stage as other audience members entered. The production was staged in a small black box room with a thrust stage, however, despite the performance space being smaller, the actor’s use of the space was not effected, as the set was highly adaptable. The Set was constantly being moved and repurposed as we travelled through the ages exploring the dynamics of power, lust and love. With such fast paced scenes, the actors doubled as stage hands, bringing on props and set dressing as the actors playing the scene exited. Each transition was well rehearsed and smooth, really speaking to the talent and ability of the actors as they rushed through both set and costume changes. The costumes were another aspect of this production that added immersion to the piece, as each time period was accompanied by skilled actors in well made, period accurate garments. 

 The play itself, first staged in the RSC pit theatre in London in 2001, is a fascinating journey through time, covering topics such as adultery, sexual assault, and the idea of consent and power. The actors do a wonderful job of portraying how class and gender can play a huge part in the ways relationships are perceived, and how what is considered ‘proper’ or ‘decent’ changes as the centuries pass. As a company, UWTSD’s third year actors worked together seamlessly. Each actor brought something to the table, such as comedy or well rehearsed heart wrenching moments. Multi rolling is used very frequently in the performance, and seeing each actor play such a colourful spectrum of characters really spoke volumes to the collective skill of the company. After the production’s conclusion, that was met with thunderous applause from the audience, I was given the opportunity to speak with and ask some questions to actors. When asked to describe their company ‘feel’, I was met with various answers raging from “our company is like a family, we all have to trust each other and be courteous of our individual boundaries” (Molly Chivers) to “we’re a cluster-fuck of wonderful weirdos” (Jake Varcoe). The actors were also asked what their favourite historical era to bring to life on stage was, with the general consensus being the Jacobean era. The actors expressed their love for the Shakespearean English spoken in the scripts, and the dramatic costumes consisting of ruffs and the combination of puffy-legged trousers, tights, and heeled shoes. 

Overall, I felt that this production of love play was not only thoroughly entertaining, but also  thought provoking, asking difficult questions around consent and the idea of love as a concept. The company of talented actors really brought the play to life in a constantly engaging performance, I would definitely watch again if given the opportunity.


