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OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: 10.45 26/09/2022 Yr ½  


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The class were all together in one classroom setting of a mixed year 1 and 2 classroom. the classroom staff consisted off the teacher, classroom TA and a 1-1 to two children. The class was set up with 3 big square tables with carpet area, role play area and a small reading corner. 





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
Class was allocated separate tasks based on math ability levels, stated by colors. One group was assisted by TA on task and the other by the class teacher. A child Y came into school very distressed to the point of tears and was bought into the classroom by a wellbeing member of staff.  As children were set on a task, child Y decided that he did not what to do the task asked and therefore proceeded to go on the teacher’s computer. Teacher A had not noticed the child was not on task until the child Y started to play music that came out from the computer. Teacher A then left the group she was working with and assisted child Y at the computer. This left the group 1 that teacher A originally started working with alone for the next 20 minutes. Teacher A did not give direction of what the children in group 1 should be doing, which left them staring around the room with no work completed. The incident caused the Teacher A attention to be distracted and occupied which left the group 1 not on task. 








	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

A group of children being isolated due to child Y not being on task. This then has a knock-on affect for the whole classroom, as they are waiting for the teacher to give indications and directions on what they should be doing. 

Setting up independent tasks for the children to be able to complete themselves would be a way of intonating this incident to reoccur again if the teacher needed to be elsewhere. This also would allow for children to have independent learning would allow for children to make choices and set themselves high standards.

By witnessing critical incidents within the class allowed me to see how theories such as Bronson Brenner ecological systems theory works within child development understanding how social environments effect child development within class.  Bronfenbrenner writes that relationships within the home life can affect the child into their microsystem (1979). This critical incident shows the affect in which parents nurture has on their child. Child Y was upset due to his mother leaving him in the morning, and therefore the eruption of emotion was brought into the classroom then affecting other learners. 
Although the teacher was able to support the child with his needs, it then had an impact on the other children’s learning within her group. 
Looking into the four purpose this would have been a brilliant way of setting up individual independent tasks for the rest of teachers group to just be getting on with if this incident was to occur again. Challenges set by the teacher to challenge the children to do independent work and make their own choices in doing a task, instead of being told to. This would then link to the 4 purposes of the children being capable learners who are ready to learn, by being independent learners. 


 




	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)


The incident took place just after break time, and the atmosphere within the classroom was busy and noisy. As there were 4 groups on different tasks there was limited amount of quiet space for any of the children to work quietly. Rules and directions of each task were made explicit but however children did not get the understanding of why they were doing the task set. Child Y was given clear direction of working within the group give to write about mood monsters. No work was completed by the child all day. 
















Record 2
	Date and time, year group: Yr 3 27/09/2022 9.25am. 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context


Busy classroom environment. During a math lesson on number squares finding the missing number in the equation. This incident took place at the beginning of the day, just after a fire alarm drill had taken place. The children had come in from outside after standing in the rain, and were very wet.  
There was only one Teacher (Teacher b) within this classroom, and 27 children.



	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

A math’s lesson took place where the children were asked by Teacher B to use a number square that was placed on the board. Teacher B would the pick two numbers and the children would have to work out how much you would need to take away from the equation to give the answer (eg 23+ ___= 57 then answer would then be 34). They individually were given white board and pens in which they would use to work out their answer and show to the teacher once everyone had completed the equation. However, Teacher B had not instructed how she would like the nose level in the classroom and the children were open to talk. This the lower table groups of the class at a disadvantage making it hard for them to work out the equations in the busy loud environment that had not be told a level of tone in which they would be allowed to use. The lower ability children within the class were not able to display any of the answers to the teacher as you could tell they could not cope with working in such loud proximities.  When approached by myself to ask child ab and c on the lower ability table what they should be doing they had very little understanding of how to work the equation out. 
 







	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Noise levels of classroom
Structure from set in the environment
Classroom rules displayed and talked about before lesson began
Slower structed learning pace of which the task was set








	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

The maths lesson took place as the first beginning lesson of the day, and had taken place directly after a fire alarm drill. The classroom was very hyper and loud when coming back into the class. No calm down activities took place or talk of how to bring the noise level down. Two teaching assistants entered the room throughout the lesson pulling 2 children out for interventions this didn’t however cause a big distraction noticing that the class were used to people walking in and out of the class.


I was sat on a lower achieving table, in which i had a clear view of how the children were struggling. Although the children were sat closely to the board in order to see the board that displayed a number square, the school resources were not equipped with enough number squares in order for a child to have one individually. 

The children were not given clear directions of how loud the noise levels were to be within the classroom, or what was expected of them to complete the task. No rules were discuss on how the classroom conduct should be. 



















Record 3
	Date and time, year group:          
Yr 3 11.06 am 27/09/2022

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

. Year 3 class
Full classroom with 27 children all in. The class was busy and energetic and this incident occurred towards the end of the lesson just before lunch time. They children had already had a breaktime and this was the hour between there they had started maths. Copying from books and completing equations. 




	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

. The class was completing math’s task in which they were instructed by the teacher to copy equations out in their books and complete the answers. This allowed there to be noise within the classroom and talking amongst the children four tables that were set out. For a large scale classroom the tables were set up close to each other in which the teacher would move around to check work.  One table did not complete any work as they were distracted about what was going on around them. They even said that they couldn’t concentrate on what they were doing because of the noise levels. 







	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?





· Not the right classroom environment  for these children- who were lower ability. No interventions were made within the class.




	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)



The class were very lively after coming in from break and there were a lot of distractions that were being made throughout miss taking the register. The noise levels were very high and all children were hyper. 




















