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Module aims

‘Medieval England’ is designed to cover a broad period of history, and to demonstrate change across time. They aim:

•
to develop further your historical skills, and your awareness of differing interpretations of particular periods of history 

•
to encourage a critical awareness of secondary material

•
through lectures to foster effective listening and note-taking skills

•
through the workshop and seminar element to allow you to engage in discussion of key issues.
Module objectives
The module examines a period of 350 years in which England was brought, through conquest, politics and social change from the accession of Edward the Confessor to the reign and deposition of Richard II. William the Conqueror’s victory at the Battle of Hastings was the prelude to the settlement of a foreign ruling elite in England. The impact of the Norman colonization has been a matter of controversy since the seventeenth century, and the debate, though no longer conducted in the same terms, is not over. We ask, therefore: after 1066 did Anglo-Saxon institutions merely continues under new leadership, or did the Conquest mark a fundamental break in their development? Certainly the Conquest established close ties between England and Normandy which were to influence not only the development of government in England in the late 11th and 12th century but also Anglo-French relations throughout the Middle Ages. These relations were given a further twist by England’s absorption, after 1154, into a continental empire that stretched to the Pyrenees. The ambiguous position of an English monarch who was also a Norman duke and a vassal of the French king was a problem which dominated Anglo-French relations right to 1215 and beyond. Moreover, during the thirteen century England was affected by rebellion, the development of government and trade, and the impact of foreign wars. The emphasis on this module is on the political, social and constitutional development of Medieval England, and its main objectives are to analyze the forces which influenced and transformed it.

Learning outcomes
By the end of the assessment of the module you will be expected to demonstrate that you have developed an understanding of the main themes and elements in the history of medieval England between 1042 and 1399, a critical awareness of the secondary material, and the main areas of historical debate.

Help and advice
The module tutor for ‘Medieval England’ is Dr Andrew Abram. If there are any questions please do not hesitate to ask me either after a session or contact me via email (a.abram@tsd.ac.uk). Alternatively, details of my office hours are posted on my door, and generally I am available to see you unless I am otherwise engaged. If you cannot find me you can make an appointment to see me with School Office.

Teaching and Learning
The module is taught primarily through lectures and seminars, and in order to benefit fully you should make every effort to attend each session. The importance of absorbing the wide range of material and debates, including crucially, the broad themes of the module, will be especially relevant when approaching the examination element. Supporting material will be provided, but this is intended to supplement lectures, not replace them! You will need to prepare for essays, but you must as well keep up with your reading throughout the module in order to gain an overview of the period and subject.

Seminars are intended to allow you to engage in discussion and debate. These are generally at the end of a unit of lectures, and are intended to help you to draw together ideas and themes that have been explored.

To prepare for seminars you should read carefully through your lecture notes and any supporting material provided in this handbook. Think about the questions that have been suggested as lines of enquiry. The seminars work when everyone is prepared to contribute and participate, so please do not rely on others to do your work for you. 
Methods of Assessment

Coursework (50%)

Essay of 2500 words
Examination (50%)
Two hour examination; answer two questions
1          Taking into account both the administrative institutions of England and its internal politics, assess how ‘united’ the Anglo-Saxon kingdom was on the eve of the Norman Conquest.

2          Assess the effectiveness of the assertion of Anglo-Norman power in England and Wales by William I.

3          To what extent were the causes of civil war in England between 1135 and 1154 symptomatic of an unsettled royal succession?

4          Account for the rebellions against Henry II by his sons between 1178 and 1183.

5          How significant were the disagreements between Church and State between 1154 and 1215?

6           Explain why Richard I remains a controversial figure among modern historians. 
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1: Introduction – England in 1042 

In this introductory session we establish the background to the module by considering the political, social and geographical climate of England on the eve of the accession of Edward the Confessor in 1042.   

2: Governing England: kings and kingship 
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In this session we explore the nature of late Anglo-Saxon kingship. We ask specifically from where did monarchs, such as Edward the Confessor and Harold II derive their right to kingship? What was the nature of the relationship between the king and his earls? How did the Anglo-Saxon Church promote and depend upon the support of kings?

Essential reading:

Brooke, C, The Saxon and Norman Kings (Oxford, 2001), chaps 3 & 11.
Cutler, K, ‘Edith, Queen of England, 1045-66’, Medieval Studies, 35 (1973), 222-31.
Keynes, S, ‘Anglo-Saxon Kingship’, History Today, 35 (1985), 38-43.

Further reading:

Barrow, Geoffrey, ‘Companions of the Atheling’, Anglo-Norman Studies, 25 (2003), 35-45.
Barlow, F, The English Church, 1000-1066 (1963, 2nd edn, London, 1979).

Blair, P. H, An Introduction to Anglo-Saxon England (London, 3rd edn, 2003).

Barlow, F, Edward the Confessor (London, 1970, rpr., 1979, pb edn, 1984).
Chaney, W, The Cult of Kingship in Anglo-Saxon England (University of California Press, 1970).
Davies, W, From the Vikings to the Normans (Oxford, 2003), chap. 1.
Loyn, H, The Governance of Anglo-Saxon England, 500-1087 (London, 1984).

Stenton, F, Anglo-Saxon England (3rd edn, Oxford, 2001). 
Yorke, B, Kings and kingdoms of early Anglo-Saxon England (London: Routledge, 1997).
3: Community and the bonds of society
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 England in the late eleventh century was a realm governed by the king and his earls, but by no means was the country a unified entity in political and dynastic terms. The realm was divided into earldoms, such as Wessex and Mercia, while major families like the Godwins held considerable power and influence. Here we consider how kings exercised their authority and governed England during this period, and some of the problems they encountered in unifying the country under one leader. We also explore the social, military and legal context of late Anglo-Saxon England in order to understand how social relationships worked. 
Essential reading:

Campbell, J, ‘Observations on English government from the Tenth to the Twelfth Century’, Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 25 (1979), 39-54. 

Keynes, Simon, ‘Anglo-Saxon Kingship’, History Today, 35 (1985), 38-43.

Powell, T, ‘The ‘three orders’ of society in Anglo-Saxon England’, Anglo-Saxon England, 23 (1994), 103-132.  

Further reading:

Abels, R, Lordship and Military Obligation in Anglo-Saxon England (Berkeley, 1988).

Barlow, F, The Godwins: The Rise and Fall of a Noble Dynasty London, 2002).

Campbell, J, The Anglo-Saxon State (London: Hambledon, 2000).
Cumberledge, N, ‘Reading between the lines: the place of Mercia within an expanding Wessex’, Midland History, 27 (2002), 1-16.
Loyn, H, ‘The King and the Structure of Society in late Anglo-Saxon England, History, 42 (1957), 87-100.
Mason, E, House of Godwine: history of a dynasty (London, 2004).

The Origins of Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms, ed. Bassett, S. (Leicester University Press, 1989).
Williams, A, Kingship and Government in Pre-Conquest England c. 500–1066 (London, 1999).

4: The succession crisis of Edward the Confessor’s reign
[image: image4.emf] Edward the Confessor was one of the last Anglo-Saxon kings of England and is usually regarded as the last king of the House of Wessex. His reign marked the continuing disintegration of royal authority in England and the advancement in power of the earls. The details of the succession to the throne of England in 1066 have been widely debated. According to the Normans, Edward designated Duke William as heir, and that Harold was sent to him as emissary to give the king’s decision. On Edward the Confessor’s death, however, Harold was approved by the Witan, which, under Anglo-Saxon law, possessed the authority to convey kingship. Thus, William of Normandy, who had visited England during Godwin's exile, claimed that the childless Edward had promised him the crown of England. William’s subsequent bid for the throne ended Harold’s nine-month kingship and brought about the Norman Conquest of England. In this session we debate the origin and later interpretations of the succession crisis, and look at how Norman propagandists attempted to justify and legitimize the seizure of the English crown.   
Essential reading:

Campbell, M, ‘Earl Godwin of Wessex and Edward the Confessor’s Promise of the Throne to William of Normandy’, Traditio, 28 (1972), 141-158.
English, B, ‘William the Conqueror and the Anglo-Norman Succession’, Historical Research, 64 (1991)

Oleson, T, ‘Edward the Confessor's Promise of the Throne to Duke William of Normandy’, English Historical Review, 72 (1957), 221-8. 

Further reading:

Barlow, F, Edward the Confessor (Berkeley, 1984), chap. 11.
Douglas, D, ‘Edward the Confessor, duke William of Normandy and the English Succession’, in Time and the Hour: some collected papers of David C Douglas (London, 1977).

G. Garnett, ‘Coronation and propaganda: some implications of the Norman claim to the throne of England in 1066’, Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 5th series, 36 (1986), 91-116. 

Huscroft, R, Ruling England (London, Longman, 2005), chap. 1. 
Thomas, H, ‘The Gesta Herwardi, the English and their Conquerors’, Anglo-Norman Studies, 21 (1998), 213-32.

Walker, Harold: The Last Anglo-Saxon King (Stroud: Tempus Books, 1997).

Williams, A, ‘Some notes and considerations on problems connected with the English Royal Succession, 860-1066’, Anglo-Norman Studies, 1 (1979), 144-67.
5: The Normans: the men from the north
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In the early twelfth century the monk historian Orderic Vitalis wrote: ‘The Normans are an untamed race, and unless they are held in check by a firm ruler they are all too ready to do wrong. In all communities, wherever they may be, they strive to rule and often become enemies to truth and loyalty through the ardour of their ambition. This the French and Bretons and Flemings and their other neighbours have frequently experienced; this the Italians and Lombards and Anglo-Saxons have suffered to the point of destruction … they first conquered Neustria which is now called Normandy after the Normans. For in the English language aquilo means ‘north’ and homo ‘man’; Norman therefore means ‘man of the north’, and his bold roughness had proved as deadly to his softer neighbours as the bitter north wind to flowers’. 
In this session we begin the section Conquest and Colonization by viewing the first episode of the BBC series The Normans (2010): ‘Men from the North’. Professor Robert Bartlett explores how the Normans developed from a group of marauding Vikings into the formidable warriors who conquered England in 1066. He relates how the Normans established their new province of Normandy (the ‘land of the northmen’) in northern France. They built some of the finest churches in Europe and turned into an unstoppable force of Christian knights and warriors, whose legacy remains. Under the leadership of Duke William, the Normans expanded into the neighbouring regions of northern France. Yet William's greatest achievement was the conquest of England in 1066. The Battle of Hastings marked the end of the Anglo-Saxon nobility and monarchy, and handed William the crown of England.
Further reading:

Aird, W, Robert Curthose, Duke of Normandy: c. 1050 - 1134 (Woodbridge: Boydell & Brewer, (2008). 

Bartlett, R, The Making of Europe: Conquest, Civilization and Cultural Change 950-1350 (London, 1993). 
Brown, R, The Normans (Woodbridge: Boydell & Brewer, 1997).
Crouch, D, The Normans: The History of a Dynasty (London and New York, 2002). 
Douglas, D, William the Conqueror (Yale University Press, 1999).

Green, J. A, ‘Lords of the Norman Vexin’, War and Government in the Middle Ages. Studies in Honour of J. O. Prestwich, ed. Gillingham, J. and Holt, J. C. (Woodbridge, 1984), pp. 47-61.

Neveux, F, A Brief History of the Normans: The Conquests that Changed the Face of Europe (Robinson, 2008). 

Van Houts, E, ‘The Norman Conquest through European eyes’, English Historical Review, 110 (1995), 832-53.

6: Invasion and Conquest: the Normans in England, 1066-1087 
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The invasion and conquest of England by the formidable and ambitious Duke William of Normandy in 1066 is one of the most famous episodes in British history. To contemporaries this was an extraordinary, violent and significant event: it brought about the end of Anglo-Saxon rule and instituted a Norman king. Within twenty years of the Battle of Hastings most of England was under the authority of the newcomers, who imported and adopted methods of ruling and military occupation, including castles, knights’ fees, sheriffs and architecture. In this session we explore the political, military and social aspects of the invasion and conquest, and ask why the Normans and their allies were so successful.   
Essential reading:

Howard, I, ‘Harold II: a Throne-worthy King’, King Harold II and the Bayeux Tapestry, ed. Gale, R. & Owen-Crocker, R. (Woodbridge, 2005), pp. 35-52. (available from AA)

Stafford, P, ‘Women and the Norman Conquest’, Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 6th Series, 4 (1994), 221-50.
van Houts, E, ‘The Norman Conquest through European eyes’, English Historical Review, 110 (1995), 832-53.
Further reading:

Bates, D, William the Conqueror (London, 1989).

Brown, R. A, The Normans and the Norman Conquest (London, 1985).
Chibnall, M, The Debate on the Norman Conquest (Manchester, 1999).

_________, Anglo-Norman England 1066-1166 (Oxford, 1986; repr 1993).

Dalton, P, Conquest, Anarchy and Lordship: Yorkshire 1066-1154 (Cambridge, 1994).
Douglas, D. C,
 William the Conqueror (London, 1964) chaps. 10-13.
Golding, B, Conquest and Colonisation. The Normans in Britain (London, 1994).

Le Patourel , J, The Norman Empire (Oxford, 1976) chaps, 2, 8.

Loyn, H, The Norman Conquest (London, 1965).

Mason,
 E, The House of Godwine (London, 2004). 

Matthew, D, The Norman Conquest (London, 1966).

Prestwich, J. O, ‘War and finance in the Anglo-Norman state’, Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 5th Series, 4 (1954) 19-43. 

Williams, A, The English and the Norman Conquest (Woodbridge, 1995).
7: Medieval Views of the Norman Conquest
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The Norman Conquest of 1066 produced one of the greatest flourishing of chronicle material in the medieval period. This was largely because of the Normans’ interest in their own history, but also the result of a process explaining and legitimizing the conquest. In this session we will look at a range of primary sources, from written works like William of Malmesbury’s account of the Battle of Hastings, to the Bayeux Tapestry, and assess their veracity, usefulness and the range of information contained therein.
Essential Reading

Bridgeford, A, ‘Was Count Eustace II of Boulogne the patron of the Bayeux Tapestry?’, Journal of Medieval History, 25 (1999), 155-85.

Chibnall, M, ‘Orderic Vitalis and the Bayeux Tapestry’, The Bayeux Tapestry: Embroidering the Facts of History (University of Caen, 2004), pp. 127-34. (available from AA)
Clanchy, M, ‘Memories and Myths of the Norman Conquest’, in From Memory to Written Record England 1066-1307 (London, 1993), pp. 25-43.

Garnett, G, ‘Coronation and propaganda: some implications of the Norman claim to the throne of England in 1066’, Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 5th Series, 36 (1986), 91-116. 
Further Reading
Bliese, J, ‘The Courage of the Normans: A Contemporary Study of Battle Rhetoric’, Nottingham Medieval Studies, 35 (1991), 1-26; available online: http://www.deremilitari.org/resources/articles/nottinghammedievalstudies.htm
Davis, R. H. C, ‘William of Poitiers and his “History of William the Conqueror”’, in  The writing of history in the middle ages: essays presented to Richard William Southern, ed. Davis, R. & Wallace-Hadrill, J. (Oxford, 1981), pp. 71-100.

Eley, P, ‘The Battle of Hastings according to Gaimar, Wace and Benoît: rhetoric and politics’, Nottingham Mediaeval Studies, 43 (1999), 47-78.
Farmer, D. H, ‘William of Malmesbury’s life and works’, Journal of Ecclesiastical History, 13 (1962) 39-54.

Lewis, M, ‘Identity and Status in the Bayeux Tapestry: The Iconographic and Artefactual Evidence’, Anglo-Norman Studies, 29 (2007), 100-20.
McNulty, J, ‘The Lady Aelfgyva in the Bayeux Tapestry’, Speculum, 55 (1980), 659-68.

8: Domesday Book and Anglo-Norman government
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In December 1085, William I commissioned a survey which recorded 13,148 settlements in the English counties south of the Ribble and the Tees. It recorded who held the land in England, who had previously held it, and who lived on it; it also recorded animals and other property.  There is some debate as to why the Book was commissioned: some argue that William wanted it to tax his subjects, others simply that he wanted an accurate record of landholding because so much land had been redistributed after the conquest of 1066. Whatever his intentions, William died in 1087. The Domesday Book marked the beginnings of the rise of royal administration in England which fused Anglo-Saxon and Norman methods of government.

Essential Reading

Harvey, S, ‘Domesday Book and its predecessors’, English Historical Review, 86 (1971), 753-73.
_______, ‘Domesday Book and Anglo-Norman governance’, Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 5th Series, 25 (1975), 175-193. 
Higham, N, ‘The Domesday survey: context and purpose’, History, 78 (1993), 7-21. 
Further Reading
Bates, D, A Bibliography of Domesday Book (Woodbridge, 1986). 

Finn, R, The Domesday Inquest: the making of Domesday Book (London, 1961).
Fleming, D, ‘Landholding by milites in Domesday Book: a revision’, Anglo-Norman Studies, 13 (1991), 83-93.

Fleming, R, ‘Domesday Book and the tenurial revolution’,  Anglo-Norman Studies, 9 (1987), 86-102.

Galbraith, V. H, The Making of Domesday Book (Oxford, 1961). 

_______, Domesday Book: its place in administrative history (Oxford, 1974).
Loud, G, ‘Domesday Book after nine hundred years’, Northern History, 23 (1987), 231-235.

Prestwich, J. O, ‘Anglo-Norman Feudalism’, Past and Present, 26 (1963), 39-57.

Reynolds, S, Fiefs and Vassals (Oxford, 1994), chap. 8.

Roffe, D, ‘Domesday Book and Northern Society: a reassessment’, English Historical Review, 105 (1990), 310-36.

Thorn, F, Understanding and interpreting Domesday Book (Exeter, 1988).
Thomas, H, ‘The Significance and Fate of the Native English Landholders of 1086’, English Historical Review, 128 (2003), 303-33.

9: Conquest, co-existence or change?
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One of the great debates surrounding the Norman Conquest of England is about how much it actually changed England. Traditional (and very over-simplified) historical works tend to see 1066 as a great watershed, a clear split between before and after. There were changed in many areas of English life – in the rulers, architecture, the languague of the elite, the personnel of the church – but lots of Anglo-Saxon institutions and ideas endured. Although for the Normans the native English were second class, many of them co-existed with each other. There was also a deal of intermarriage. The Norman Conquest impacted upon different levels of society in differing ways, and so it is necessary to distinguish between groups when discussing the impact of the Norman Conquest. 
Essential Reading

Carpenter,  D, The Struggle for Mastery: Britain 1066-1284 (London, 2003), chap.  3.

Golding, B, Conquest and Colonisation: The Normans in Britain 1066-1100 (London, 1994) – the best introduction. 

Thomas, H, ‘The significance and fate of the native English landholders of 1086’, English Historical Review, 118 (2003), 303-33.
Further Reading
Bartlett, R, England under the Norman and Angevin Kings, 1075-1225 (Oxford, 2000) chap. 2.
Brown,
 R. A, The Normans (London, 1994), chap. 4.
_________, The Normans and the Norman Conquest (1985).
Chibnall, M, Anglo-Norman England 1066-1166 (Oxford, 1986; repr 1993).
_______, The Debate on the Norman Conquest (Manchester, 1999). 
Clanchy, M, England and its Rulers 1066-1272 (London, 1983, 2nd ed. 1998) chap. 2.
Crouch,  D, ‘Normans and Anglo-Normans: a divided aristocracy?’, England and Normandy in the Middle Ages, ed. Bates D. & Curry, A. (London, 1994), pp. 51-67.
Gillingham, J, ‘William the Bastard at War’, in Studies in Medieval History Presented to R. Allen Brown (1989); available online at: http://www.deremilitari.org/resources/articles/gillingham.htm 
Le Patourel, J, The Norman Empire (Oxford, 1976) chaps, 2, 8.

Thomas, H, ‘The Gesta Herwardi, the English and their conquerors’, Anglo-Norman Studies, 21 (1998), 213-32.
10: William II and his rule
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William II, second son of William the Conqueror, inherited England upon his father’s death in 1087. As the second son he was overlooked – his elder son Robert was given the duchy of Normandy. His reign marked the last period of the Norman settlement of England, and cemented Anglo-Norman kingship in England. During his reign, expansion continued beyond the borders of England into Wales and Scotland, and he gained control of Normandy when his brother mortgaged it to fund his crusade. There were problems, however, as William argued with the archbishop of Canterbury and was accused of abusing the Church. This argument coloured the views of the medieval chroniclers, and thus the modern historians who have looked at his reign. In this session we will reassess this understudied medieval king to see if he deserves his reputation. 
Essential Reading

Galbraith, V. H, ‘Good kings and bad kings in Medieval English History’, History, 30 (1945), 119-132. 
Mason, E, ‘William Rufus: myth and  reality’, Journal of Medieval History, 3 (1977), 1-20.
_______, ‘William Rufus and the historians’, Medieval History, 1 (1991), 6-22.

Further Reading

Barlow, F, William Rufus (London, 1983; repr 2000).

Mason, E, ‘William Rufus and the Benedictine Order’, Anglo-Norman Studies, 21 (1999), 113-144.

  
Hollister, C. W, ‘William Rufus, Henry I, and the Anglo-Norman Church’, Peritia 6/7 (1987/88), 119-140.

Hollister, C. W, ‘The Strange Death of William Rufus’, Speculum, 48 (1973), 637-53; also published in Hollister, C. W, Monarchy, magnates and institutions in the Anglo-Norman World (London, 1986), pp. 59-75. 
Green, J, ‘William Rufus, Henry I and the royal demesne’, History, 64 (1979), 337-52.
Mason, E, King Rufus: the life and murder of William II of England (Stroud, 2008).
11: Henry I: Duke of Normandy and King of England
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King Henry I was the fourth and youngest of William the Conqueror’s sons. He was overlooked when his father died, being granted money instead of estates, yet he went on to become both king of England and duke of Normandy. Thus, he was one of the most powerful rulers in Western Europe. Henry was regarded by contemporaries as a strong king who at times used harsh measures. Under him, royal administration developed, and he is particularly known for his use of royal servants, hand-picked ambitious men who were chosen for their loyalty. Henry I was also known for his support of the Church, particularly the new religious orders. He had two queens, yet despite fathering at least twenty three illegitimate children, as well as a legitimate son and heir, the latter part of his reign was characterized by issues over the succession, which contributed to the difficulties of King Stephen’s reign. 

Essential Reading

Cooper, A, ‘The feet of those that bark shall be cut off’: timorous historians and the personality of Henry I’, Anglo-Norman Studies, 23 (2000), 47-67.
Hollister, C. W, ‘Henry I and the Anglo-Norman Magnates’ Anglo-Norman Studies, 2 (1980), 93-107, 184-8.

Southern, R. W, ‘The Place of Henry I in English history’, Proceedings of the British Academy, 47 (1962) 127-170.
Further Reading

Chibnall, M, ‘Mercenaries and the familia regis under Henry I’, History, 62 (1977), 15-23.

Clanchy, M, From Memory to Written Record, England 1066-1307 (Oxford, 1993).

Christelow, S, ‘The fiscal management of England under Henry I’, Henry I and the Anglo-Norman World: studies in memory of C Warren Hollister ed. Donald F Fleming and Janet Pope (Woodbridge, 2007), pp. 158-82.
Green, J, Henry I: King of England and Duke of Normandy (Cambridge University Press, 2009).

______,The Government of England under Henry I (Cambridge, 1986).
______, ‘William Rufus, Henry I and the royal demesne’, History, 64 (1979), 337-52.

Hollister, C. W, Henry I (Yale University Press: London, 2001).
___________, ‘The misfortunes of the Mandevilles’, History, 58 (1973) 18-28.  

Kealey, E, Roger of Salisbury: Viceroy of England (London, 1972).

Newman, C, The Anglo-Norman Nobility in the reign of Henry I: the Second Generation (Philadelphia, 1988). 
Morris, W, ‘The sheriffs and the administrative system of Henry I’, English Historical Review, 37 (1922), 160-72.

12 & 13: Magnates and curiales
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Henry I inherited an administrative system which the Anglo-Norman kings had developed since the Conquest of England in 1066. However, Henry improved the system by reforming the central functions of administration, such as the treasury and curia regis. Crucial also to this was the support provided by the magnates and royal administration in the provinces. Henry recruited and developed a group of royal servants, men who were highly able, ambitious, and loyal to serve as sheriffs and justiciars across England. In return for their loyalty, they were rewarded with generous patronage. Over two sessions we will be looking at charters, chronicles and other sources to assess the role of men such as Walter Espec and Gilbert the Sheriff.   

Essential Reading

Hollister, C. W, Henry I (Yale University Press: London, 2001), chap. 8. 
____________, ‘Henry I and the Anglo-Norman Magnates’, Anglo-Norman Studies, 2 (1980), 93-107, 184-8.

Green, J, ‘Aristocratic loyalties on the Norman frontier of England, c.1100-74’, England in the Twelfth Century, ed. Williams, D. (Woodbridge, 1990), 83-100.

Further Reading

Crouch, D, ‘Geoffrey de Clinton and Roger, Earl of Warwick: New Men and Magnates in the Reign of Henry I’, Bulletin of the Institute of Historical Research, 55 (1982), 113-24. 

Dalton, P, ‘Eustace FitzJohn and the politics of Anglo-Norman England: the rise and survival of a twelfth century royal servant’, Speculum, 71 (1996), 358-83.
Green, J, The Government of England under Henry I (Cambridge, 1986), introduction.

Hagger, M, ‘A Pipe Roll for 25 Henry I’, English Historical Review, 122 (2007), 133-40.
Newman, C, The Anglo-Norman Nobility in the reign of Henry I: the Second Generation (Philadelphia, 1988).

Turner, R, Men Raised from the Dust: administrative service and upward mobility in Angevin England (Philadelphia, 1988).

14: Women of Power: countesses and ladies in twelfth century England
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Women in the Anglo-Norman world could possess power depending on their social status, marital situation and personal inclination. Women from the nobility and knightly class, such as the countesses of Chester, were highly influential not only in family life as mothers and wives, but also politically in terms of supporting their husbands’ lordship and the passing of titles and estates and heiresses. As widows, they could also exercise power, supporting their sons, and throughout their lives they acted as patrons and benefactors of religious houses. In this session we examine a range of written and material sources to assess the various roles and influence of women in the twelfth century. 

Essential Reading

De Aragon, ‘In Pursuit of Aristocratic Women: A Key to Success in Norman England’, Albion, 14 (1982), 258-67.

Green, J, ‘Women and Inheritance in Norman England: The Case of Geva Ridel’, Prosopon: Newsletter of the Unit for Prosopographical Research, 12 (2001), 1-9. 
Searle, E, ‘Women and the legitimization of succession at the Norman Conquest’, Anglo-Norman Studies, 3 (1981), 159-70, 226-9. 

Further Reading

Chibnall, M, The Empress Matilda (Oxford, 1991).
Coss, P, The Lady in Medieval England, 1000-1500 (Stroud, 1998).
Huneycutt, L,  Matilda of Scotland: a study in medieval queenship (Woodbridge, 2003).
________, ‘"Proclaiming her dignity abroad": the literary and artistic network of Matilda of Scotland, queen of England 1100-1118’, McCash, J, The Cultural Patronage of Medieval Women (Athens, Ga, 1996), pp. 155-74. Jewell, H, Women in Medieval England (Manchester, 1996), chap. 4.

Johns, S, Noblewomen, aristocracy and power in the twelfth century Anglo-Norman realm (Manchester, 2003).

Moore, J ‘Inside the Anglo-Norman family: love, marriage and the family’, Anglo-Norman Studies, 28 (2006), 1-18.

Wheeler, B. & Parsons, J, Eleanor of Aquitaine: Lord and Lady (New York, 2003).
15: Succession Crisis: the White Ship & Empress Matilda
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In 1120, the ship carrying the son and heir of Henry I sank off the coast of Barfleur in Normandy. Reportedly piloted by a drunken crew, on board the White Ship was a large section of the young nobility of England; in addition to Henry’s heir were some of his illegitimate children, the earl and countess of Chester, and several of the heirs of England. The loss of the vessel had far-reaching effects; despite remarrying, Henry I did not produce another legitimate male heir, and upon his death in 1135 England faced uncertainty which led to civil war. In this session we will look at the events of the sinking of the White Ship, and consider its impact on the monarchy and nobility of England.
Essential Reading: 

Hollister, C. W, Henry I (Yale, 2001), chap. 7.

Green, J, Henry I (Cambridge, 2006), chap. 8.   

Leyser, K, ‘The Anglo-Norman succession 1120-25’, Anglo-Norman Studies, 13 (1991), 225-41.
Thompson, K, ‘Affairs of State: the illegitimate children of Henry I’, Journal of Medieval History, 29 (2003), 129-51.
Wace, from Roman de Rou (The Story of Rollo)

(The History of the Norman People: Wace’s Roman de Rou, trans. Burgess, Glyn S, pp. 205-6) 

In order to acquire military assistance and strength, he married the daughter of Malcolm, King of Scotland; her name was Matilda and she pleased him greatly. They had a son and daughter; the son was called William and he was highly esteemed and much loved. The daughter had the same name as her mother; through the advice of her father, Henry, she was taken to Germany and given in marriage to the emperor; then she was crowned in that realm and called empress. William, Henry’s son, gave and spent generously and dwelt with his father, who loved him very much. He did what his father asked and avoided what his father forbade. The flower of chivalry from England and Normandy set about serving him and had great hopes of him. The king loved him as his heir and provided him with a very beautiful wife, the daughter of Fulk, count of Anjou. 

On the sinking of the White Ship:

William of Malmesbury, from The History of the Kings of the English
(William of Malmesbury, A History of the Norman Kings, pp. 363-4)

For, giving orders for returning to England, the king set sail from Barfleur just before twilight on the seventh of the calends [25 Nov. 1120]; and the breeze which filled his sails conducted him safely to his kingdom and extensive fortunes. But the young man, who was now somewhat more than seventeen years of age, and, by his father’s indulgence, possessed everything but the name of king, commanded another vessel to be prepared for himself; almost all the young nobility flocking around him, from similarity of youthful pursuits. The sailors too, immoderately filled with wine, with that seaman’s hilarity which their cups excited, exclaimed, that those who were now ahead, must soon be left astern; for the ship was of the best construction, and recently filled with new materials. 

When, therefore, it was now dark night, these imprudent youths, overwhelmed with liquor, launched the vessel from the shore. She flew swifter than the winged arrow, sweeping the rippling surface of the deep: but the carelessness of the intoxicated crew drove her on a rock, which rose above the waves not far from the shore. In her greatest consternation, they immediately ran on deck, and with loud outcry got ready their boathooks, endeavouring for a considerable time to force the vessel off: but fate was against them, and frustrated every exertion. The oars, too, dashing horribly, crashed against the rock and her battered prow hung immovable fixed. Now, too, the water washed some of her crew overboard, and, entering the chinks, drowned others; when the boat having been launched, the young prince was received into it, and might certainly have been saved by reaching the shore, had not his illegitimate sister, the Countess of Perche, now struggling with death in the larger vessel, implored her brother’s assistance; shrieking out, that he should not abandon her so barbarously. Touched with pity, he ordered the boat to return to the ship, that he might rescue his sister; and thus the unhappy youth met his death through excess of affection: for the skiff, overcharged by the multitudes who leaped into her, sunk, and buried all indiscriminately in the deep. 

One rustic alone escaped; who, floating all night upon the mast, related in the morning the dismal catastrophe. No ship was ever productive of so much misery to England; none ever so widely celebrated throughout the world. Here also perished with William, Richard, another of the king’s sons, whom a woman of no rank had borne him, before his accession; a brave youth, and dear to his father from his obedience: Richard Earl of Chester, and his brother Outher, the tutor and preceptor of the king’s son: the Countess of Perche, the king’s daughter, and his niece the Countess of Chester, sister to Tibolt: and indeed almost every person of consequence about court, whether knight, or chaplain, or young nobleman, training up to arms.

On the succession:

William of Malmesbury, from History of his own times

(William of Malmesbury, A History of the Norman Kings, pp. 382-3)

In the twenty-seventh year of his reign, in the month of September, King Henry came to England, bringing his daughter with him. But, at the ensuing Christmas, convening a great number of the clergy and nobility at London, he gave the county of Salop to his wife, the daughter of the Earl of Louvain, whom he had married after the death of Matilda. Distressed that this lady had no issue, and fearing that she should be perpetually childless, with well-founded anxiety, he turned his thoughts on a successor to the kingdom. On which subject, having held much previous and long-continued deliberation, he now at this council compelled all the nobility of England, as well as the bishops and abbots, to make oath, that, if he should die without male issue, they would, without delay or hesitation, accept his daughter Matilda, the late empress, as their sovereign; observing, how prejudicially to the country, fate had snatched away his son William, to whom the kingdom by right had pertained; and that his daughter still survived, to whom alone the legitimate succession belonged, from her grandfather, uncle, and father, who were kings, as well as from her maternal descent for many ages back. 

16: Anarchy or Civil War: what happened in King Stephen’s reign?
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Since the nineteenth century, historians writing about the civil war of King Stephen’s reign, described the turbulent time caused by warfare as ‘anarchy’. It is a title which has stuck, with the expression ‘the Anarchy’ being synonymous with Stephen’s rule. In this session we will look at the events of the civil war in England, and debate to what extent it had an impact. We will look at how differing parts of the kingdom, different groups of society, and different levels of society were affected in order to assess whether the term ‘Anarchy’ is even appropriate. 
Essential Reading

White, G, ‘The Myth of the Anarchy’, Anglo-Norman Studies, 22 (2000), 323-37.

Mathew, D, King Stephen (London, 2002), chap. 2.
Davis, R, ‘What happened in Stephen's reign 1135-54’, History, 49 (1964) 1-12.

Le Patourel, J, ‘What did not happen in Stephen's reign’, History, 58 (1973) 1-17.

Further Reading

Chibnall, M, The Empress Matilda (Oxford, 1991).

Cronne, H, The Reign of Stephen 1135-54: Anarchy in England (London, 1970).

Davis, R, King Stephen (London, 1967, 3rd edn 1990).

King Stephen’s Reign (1135-1154), ed. Dalton, P & White, G. (Woodbridge, 2008).
Kealey, E, ‘King Stephen: Government and Anarchy’ Albion, 6: 3 (1974), 201-217.
King, E, King Stephen (Yale University Press, 2010). 
​​​​​______, ‘The Anarchy of King Stephen's Reign’ Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 34 (1984), 133-153.
Green, J, ‘Financing Stephen’s war’, Anglo-Norman Studies, 14 (1992), 91-114.

The Anarchy of Stephen’s Reign, ed. King, E. (Oxford, 1994).
King, E, ‘Stephen of Blois, Count of Mortain and Boulogne’, English Historical Review, 115 (2000), 271-96.

Prestwich, J, ‘The Treason of Geoffrey de Mandeville’, English Historical Review, 113 (1988), 283-317.
Stringer, K,  The Reign of Stephen: kingship, warfare and government in twelfth-century England (London, 1993).

B. Weiler, ‘Kingship, Usurpation and Propaganda in Twelfth-Century Europe - the Case of Stephen’ Anglo-Norman Studies, 23 (2001), 299-326.
White, G, ‘The end of Stephen's reign’, History, 75 (1990), 3-22.  

17: Governing an Empire
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When Henry II came to the throne of England in 1154, the territories he brought with him gave the English crown the largest spread of lands it was to hold in the medieval period. As duke of Normandy Henry returned the duchy to England after its loss under Stephen, but through his marriage to Eleanor of Aquitaine he also brought Aquitaine; his accession also brought lands in Poitou, Brittany and elsewhere in France. In 1169, the Anglo-Normans conquered Ireland, and continued to hold lands in Wales. This great spread of landholding has been referred to as the Anglo-Norman Empire. The term ‘Empire’ has certain connotations however, and there is debate as to whether or not this was a valid term. In this session we will look at how Henry II governed the ‘Empire’.

Essential Reading

Hollister, C. W, ‘The Making of the Angevin Empire’, Monarchy, magnates and institutions in the Anglo-Norman World (London, 1986), pp. 247-71.

Gillingham, J, The Angevin Empire (London, 2001) – the best work on this topic.

Further Reading
Barratt, N, ‘The English revenues of Richard I', English Historical Review, 116 (2001), 635-56. 
_______, ‘The revenue of King John’, English Historical Review, 111 (1996), 835-55.
Bartlett, R, England Under the Norman and Angevin Kings (Oxford, 2000).
Crouch, D, William Marshal: Court, Career and Chivalry in the Angevin Empire 1147-1219 (Harlow, 1990).
Davies, R, Domination and Conquest (Oxford, 1990).
Harvey, P, ‘The English inflation of 1180-1220’, Past and Present, 61 (1973), 3-10. 

Holt, J. C, ‘King John and Arthur of Brittany’, Nottingham Medieval Studies, 44 (2000), 82-103.

_______, The Northerners. A study in the reign of King John (Oxford, 1961).
Jolliffe, J, Angevin Kingship (London, 1963; repr 1970), chaps 3-5.
Mortimer, R, Angevin England 1154-1258 (Oxford, 1994).

Owen, D, Eleanor of Aquitaine: Queen and Legend (Oxford, 1993).

Powicke, F,  The Loss of Normandy, 1189-1204 (Manchester, 1913).

Turner, R, King John (London, 1993).

Warren, W. L, Henry II (London, 1973), chaps 2, 3, 5 and 15.

18: Henry II and royal authority in England
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After the civil war of Stephen’s reign, Henry II sought to restore royal authority in England. His reign was this one of great reforms in England, and the range and type of administrative record produced in England increased dramatically. He sought to reform the laws of England too so that the crown had ultimate authority over justice in England. This brought him in to conflict with the Church, which had its own Canon Laws which applied to clergymen. This meant that they were not subject to the king’s laws in the same way as a layman, something which was intolerable to Henry II. What was potentially a technical matter led to one of the most important clashes of the middle ages, that between Thomas Becket, the archbishop of Canterbury, and the king himself. Becket, determined to defend the rights of his church from the king, argued with his former friend and fled into exile; when he returned to England, he was murdered in his own cathedral, allegedly on the orders of Henry himself. 

Essential Reading

Boorman, J, ‘The Sheriffs of Henry II and the significance of 1170’, Law and Government in Medieval England and Normandy: Essays in honour of James Holt, ed. Garnett G. (Cambridge, 1994), pp. 255-75.

Doherty, H, ‘Robert de Vaux and Roger de Stuteville, Sheriffs of Cumberland and Northumberland, 1170-1185’, Anglo-Norman Studies, 28 (2006), 65-102.
Holt, J. C, ‘The Writs of Henry II’, Proceedings of the British Academy, 89 (1996), 47-64.

Further Reading
Clanchy, M, England and Its Rulers, 1066-1272 (London, 1998), chap. 6.

Huscroft, R, Ruling England (Harlow 2005), chaps 10-11.

Jolliffe, J, The camera regis under Henry II’, English Historical Review, 68 (1953), 1-21, 337-62.

Karn, N, ‘'Nigel, bishop of Ely, and the restoration of the exchequer after the ‘anarchy’ of King Stephen’s reign’, Historical Research, 80 (2007), 299-314.

Richardson, H, ‘The Chamber under Henry II’, English Historical Review, 69 (1954), 596-611.
Turner, R. V, ‘Henry II’s aims in reforming England’s land law: feudal or royalist?’, Judges, Administrators and the Common Law in Angevin England (London, 1994), pp. 1-15. 

Vincent, N, ‘The Origins of the Chancellorship of the Exchequer’, English Historical Review, 108 (1993), 105-21.

Warren, W. L, Henry II (London, 2000).
19: The antithesis of success and failure? Henry II and his sons 
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Henry II’s reign was marked by his relationship with his sons: Henry (the Young King, Richard, Geoffrey and John). At one time or another, each of the sons rebelled against him, sometimes in alliance with each other, sometimes with the assistance of their mother, Eleanor of Aquitaine. In this session we will look at how Henry’s sons contested his dominions, how Richard, supported by his mother, grew in power in Aquitaine, and how the crowning Young Henry before his father’s death created jealousy and frustration which led to war. 
Essential Reading

Holt, J. C, ‘King John and Arthur of Brittany’, Nottingham Medieval Studies, 44 (2000), 83-103.

Turner, R. V, ‘Eleanor of Aquitaine and her children: an inquiry into medieval family attachment’, Journal of Medieval History, 14 (1988), 321-35.
 _________, ‘The problems of survival for the Angevin ‘Empire’: Henry II’s and his sons’ vision versus late twelfth century realities’, American Historical Review, 100 (1995), 78-96.

Further Reading

Clanchy, M, England and Its Rulers, 1066-1272 (London, 1998), chap 5.

Gillingham, J, Richard the Lionheart (London, 1989).
Holt, J. C, King John (London, 1963).
Huscroft, R, Ruling England (Harlow 2005), chap. 6.
Lewis, A, ‘The Birth and Childhood of King John: Some Revisions’, Eleanor of Aquitaine: lord and lady , ed. Wheeler, B. (Basingstoke, 2002), 159-76. 
Markowski, M, ‘Richard Lionheart: bad king, bad crusader?’, Journal of Medieval History, 23 (1997), 351-65.
Painter, S, The Reign of King John (London, 1966).
Turner, R, ‘Eleanor of Aquitaine in the Governments of Her Sons Richard and John’, Eleanor of Aquitaine: lord and lady, ed. Wheeler, B. (Basingstoke, 2002), 77-95. 
Warren, W. L, Henry II (London, 2000).
______, King John (London, 1997).

20: Richard I: King and Crusader
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Richard I is probably the most famous of medieval kings. He inherited the throne of England from Henry II after the death of his brother Young Henry, and immediately embarked on a crusade. Crusade in the Holy Land and war in France were to dominate his reign, and it is as a crusader he is best remembered. He spent so little time in England that he has been criticized for neglecting his kingdom, yet England prospered under Richard. Whilst he was successful on the battlefield however, he failed to provide an heir, and in 1199 he was succeeded by his youngest brother John. In this session we will look at Richard’s career at home and abroad, and assess his kingship.
Essential Reading



Barratt, N, ‘The English Revenue of Richard I’, English Historical Review, 116 (467) (2001), 635-56.

Gillingham, J, ‘The Art of Kingship: Richard I, 1189-99’, History Today, 35 (1985), 17-23.

Markowski, M, ‘Richard Lionheart: bad king, bad crusader?’, Journal of Medieval History, 23 (4) (1997), 351-65.

Further Reading

Ambroise, The Crusade of Richard Lionheart, trans. Hubert, M. J, and La Monte, J. L. (New York, 1976).
Appleby, J. T, England without Richard, 1189-99 (Ithaca, NY, 1965).

Bridge, A, Richard the Lionheart (London, 1989).

Brundage, J, Richard Lion Heart (New York, 1974).

Fletcher, R, The Cross and the Crescent (Penguin: London, 2003).

Gillingham, J, Richard I (Yale English Monarchs, 1999).

_________, Richard the Lionheart (New York, 1978).

Grabois, A, ‘Anglo-Norman England and the Holy Land’, Anglo-Norman Studies, 7 (1984), 132-41.

Mayer, H, ‘Henry II of England and the Holy Land’, English Historical Review, 97 (1982), 721-39.

Phillips, J, The Crusades, 1095-1197 (Pearson: Harlow, 2002).



Reston, J, Warriors of God: Richard the Lionheart and Saladin in the Third Crusade (London: Faber, 2001).

The Chronicle of the Third Crusade, ed. Nicholson, Helen (Ashgate: Aldershot, 1997).

Turner, R. V. and Heiser, R, The Reign of Richard Lionheart: ruler of the Angevin empire, 1189-1199 (Harlow: Pearson Education, 2000).
21: The Loss of Normandy 
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In 1204 King John lost Normandy to the king of France, thus ending the Anglo-Norman realm. This loss, and Magna Carta in 1215, were the two events which overshadowed John’s reign, and he has been heavily criticized for his role in both. His loss of the duchy, however, was due to a number of reasons, and was compounded by external events which saw the loss of further estates in France in the same year, such as the death of his mother, Eleanor of Aquitaine. In this session we will look at the events leading up to John’s loss of Normandy in 1204 and assess to what degree he can take the blame for bring the Angevin ‘Empire’ to an end.

Essential Reading

Barratt, N, ‘Lackland: The Loss of Normandy in 1204’, History Today, 54 (2004), 32-37.
Gillingham, J
The Angevin Empire (London, 2001), chaps 7-8.

Peltzer, J, ‘The slow death of the Angevin empire’, Historical Research, 81 (2008), 553-84.
Further Reading
Barratt, N, ‘Counting the Cost: The Financial Implications of the Loss of Normandy’, Thirteenth century England 10 (Woodbridge, 2005), pp. 31-40

Bates, D, ‘The Rise and Fall of Normandy, c.911-1204’, England and Normandy in the Middle Ages, ed. Bates, D, (London, 1994), pp. 19-35. 
Holt, J. C, ‘King John and Arthur of Brittany’, Nottingham Medieval Studies, 44 (2000), 83-103.

________, ‘The loss of Normandy and royal finance’, War and government in the middle ages: essays in honour of J. O. Prestwich, ed. Gillingham, J. and Holt, J. C.  (Woodbridge, 1984), pp. 92-105.
Huscroft, R, Ruling England (Harlow, 2005), chap. 9.

Peltzer, J, ‘The Angevin Kings and Canon Law: Episcopal Elections and the Loss of Normandy’, Anglo-Norman Studies, 27 (2005), 169-84.
Powicke, F. W, The Loss of Normandy, 1189-1204: studies in the history of the Angevin Empire  (Manchester, 1961).
Sanders, I, ‘The texts of the peace of Paris, 1259’, English Historical Review, 66 (1951), 81-97.
Turner, R, ‘King John's military reputation reconsidered’, Journal of Medieval History, 19 (1993), 171-200.

Warren, W. L, King John (Harmondsworth, 1978), chap. 3.
22: King John and the Road to Runnymede
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John’s reign was beset with disputes – firstly with the papacy, and then with his own barons. In 1215, after a period of civil war, these same barons forced John to sign the Magna Carta (so called because of its size), a document which promised certain freedoms. Although the importance of the events at Runnymede in 1215 have been rather over exagerrated, (not least because the document only gave freedoms to the class that had demanded it, rather than to everyone in England), it was one of the most important documents in English legal history. Despite the importance attached to this document today, John reected his agreement soon after signing, and England returned to civil war. In this session we will look at what led to the events at Runnymede, what the grievances of the nobles were, whether there was a precendent for documenting rights and freedoms, and the impact of the Magna Carta.
Essential Reading

Magna Carta, 1215 http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/mcarta.html 

Holt, J. C, ‘Magna Carta, 1215-1217’, Colonial England 1066-1215, ed. Holt, J. C. (London, 1997), pp. 291-306. 

_________, ‘The Making of Magna Carta’, English Historical Review, 72 (1957), 401-22. 
Maddicott, J, ‘Magna Carta and the local community 1215-1259’, Past & Present, 102 (1984), 25-65.
Further Reading
Garnett, G. and Hudson, J, Law and Government in Medieval England and Normandy (Cambridge, 1994).

Holt, J. C, Magna Carta (Cambridge, 1965, 2nd ed. 1992).

_______, Magna Carta and the idea of liberty (New York, 1972).
_______, Magna Carta and Medieval Government (London, 1985), chap. 4.

Jones, J, King John and Magna Carta (London, 1971).

King John; New Interpretations, ed. Church, S. (Woodbridge, 1999).
Smith, J, ‘Magna Carta and the charters of the Welsh princes’, English Historical Review, 99 (1984), 344-62.
Turner, R, King John (London, 1993).

Warren, W. L, King John (Harmondsworth, 1961).

23: Henry III: the boy king
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When King John died in 1216, in the midst of civil war, his son and heir was a nine year old boy, Henry. Minority rule meant that a council of regents was necessary, and for the early years of his reign Henry was guided by these men who ruled in his stead. Often they fought amongst themselves and view for power with the young and potentially impressionable Henry, but he took power for himself in and ruled England as an adult. Henry’s early years under the control of various factions is believed to have influenced his later reign, as the adult Henry III showed favour to particular groups, alienating other nobles and earning their enmity. He was a pious king who was a promoter of the cult of Edward the Confessor, and took the Cross as a crusader several times throughout his reign. However, the early shaped his rule, and it is this period that we will look at in this session. 

Essential Reading

Carpenter, D, ‘King, Magnates and Society. The Personal Rule of King Henry III, 1234-1258’, Speculum 60 (1985), 39-70.
Clanchy, M, England and its Rulers 1066-1272 (Oxford, 2nd edn, 1998), chap. 9.
Powicke, F. M, The Thirteenth Century 1216-1307 (Oxford, 1962) chap. 5. 
Further Reading

Carpenter, D, ‘Henry III’s ‘Statute’ against Aliens, July 1263’, English Historical Review, 107 (1992), 925-44.

Powicke, F. M, King Henry III and the Lord Edward (Oxford, 1947) chaps 9-12.

Ridgeway, H, ‘Foreign favourites and Henry III's problems of patronage, 1247-58’, English Historical Review, 104 (1989) 590-610.

__________, ‘Henry III and the ‘Aliens’, 1236-1272’, Thirteenth Century England 2 (1988), 81-92.

Vincent, N, ‘Simon de Montfort’s first quarrel with Henry III’, Thirteenth Century England 4 (1992), 167-77.

Weiler, B, ‘Henry III and the Sicilian Business: a reinterpretation’, Historical Research, 74 (2001), 127-150. 

_______, ‘Symbolism and politics in the reign of Henry’, Thirteenth Century England 9 (2001), 15-42.   
24: Simon de Montfort and the Second Barons’ War
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As we saw in the last session, King Henry III’s favoritism to particular groups, particularly to the Savoyards linked to his wife, alienated the nobility of England. In addition, Henry III became embroiled in a papal plan to invade and conquer Sicily, a plan which would have been costly but completely lacking in benefits for the English nobles. Led (ironically) by the French-born Simon de Montfort, earl of Leicester, they demanded reforms from Henry III. In 1258 they forced the king to vow to the Provisions of Oxford which gave power to a group of fifteen-nobles to oversee the running of the kingdom. In 1262 Henry III obtained absolution from this vow from the pope, and instead drew up an army against Simon de Montfort and the Barons. The conflict that followed, the Second Barons’ War, saw the fortunes of each side rise and fall, and for a time Simon de Montfort was in charge of England. Ultimately it ended in disaster for the earl who was killed at the Battle of Evesham in 1265; his body was dismembered (see the MS image above) and the parts sent around England, though what could be found was interred at the abbey of Evesham. 
Essential Reading

Carpenter, D, ‘Simon de Montfort: the first leader of a political movement in English history', History, 76 (1991) 3-23.

__________, ‘What happened in 1258?’, War and Government in the Middle Ages.  Essays in Honour in J.O. Prestwich, ed. Gillingham, J. and Holt, J. C.  (Woodbridge, 1984), pp. 106-119. 

Treharne, R, ‘The personal role of Simon de Montfort in the period of baronial reform and rebellion 1258-1265’, Proceedings of the British Academy, 40 (1954) 75-102.
 

Further Reading

Clanchy, M, ‘Did Henry III have a policy?’, History, 53 (1968) 203-216.

Powicke, F. M, The Thirteenth Century 1216-1307 (Oxford, 1962) chap. 5. 

Maddicott, J, ‘Magna Carta and the local community, 1215-1259’, Past and Present, 102 (1984) 25-65.

__________, Simon de Montfort (Cambridge, 1996).
Ridgeway, H, ‘Foreign favourites and Henry III’s problems of patronage, 1247-58’, English Historical Review, 104 (1989) 590-610.

Sadler, J, The Second Barons’ War: Simon De Montfort and the Battles of Lewes and Evesham (2008).
Sayles, G, The King’s parliament of England (London, 1975).
Stewart, S, ‘Simon de Montfort and his Followers, June 1263’, English Historical Review, 119 (2004), 965-69.
Valente, C, ‘Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, and the utility of sanctity in thirteenth-century England’, Journal of Medieval History, 21 (1995), 27-49.
Whitwell, R, ‘The revenue and expenditure of England under Henry III’, English Historical Review, 18 (1903), 710-11.

25: Edward I: the Lion of England
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Edward I was one of the most energetic and forceful kings of the medieval period. At the beginning of his reign he was still on crusade in the Holy Land. His reign was characterized by warfare with France, Scotland and Wales, and by political and legal reforms. His treatment of his earls earned him criticism, and his cruelty to his enemies created the image of a ruthless king. He was, however, a devoted family man, and on his wife’s death erected a series of crosses at the sites where her funeral cortege rested. The conflicted image makes him one of the most interesting of kings, so we shall spend two sessions studying the impact of Edward I’s life and career.

Essential Reading

Alexander, J, ‘Edward I, 1272-1307’, Age of Chivalry: art in Plantagenet England 1200-1400, ed. Alexander, J. (London, 1987), pp. 334-66.

Morris, M, ‘Edward I: best of kings, worst of kings?’, History Today, 58 (2008), 52-9.
Prestwich, M, Edward I (Yale Monarchs Series: London, 1980).
Further Reading

Edward I and England

Clanchy, M, England and Its Rulers, 1066-1272 (London, 1998), chap. 12.
Prestwich, M, ‘The piety of Edward I’, Thirteenth Century England (1985), 120-28.

__________, The Three Edwards: war and state in England, 1272-1377 (London, 1980).
__________, War, politics and finance under Edward I (London, 1972).
Andrew M Spencer, 
‘Royal Patronage and the earls in the reign of Edward I’, History, 93 (2008), 20-46.

Donald W Sutherland, Quo Warranto Proceedings in the reign of Edward I, 1278-1294 (Oxford, 1963).
Edward I and Scotland

Barrow, G, The Kingdom of the Scots: government, church and society from the eleventh to the fourteenth century (London, 1973).
Davies, R, Domination and conquest: Ireland, Scotland and Wales 
(1990).
Miller, E,  War in the North: the Anglo-Scottish wars of the middle ages (Hull, 1960).
Tyson, D, ‘A royal itinerary: the journey of Edward I to Scotland in 1296’, Nottingham Medieval Studies, (2001), 97-109.
Neville, C, ‘Widows of War: Edward I and the women of Scotland during the War of Independence’, Wife and Widow in Medieval England, ed. Walker, S.  (Ann Arbor, 1993).
Prestwich, M, ‘Edward I and the Maid of Norway’, Scottish Historical Review, 69 (1990), 157-74.


McNamee, C, ‘William Wallace’s invasion of northern England in 1297’, Northern History, 26 (1990), 40-58.

Watson, F, ‘Settling the stalemate: Edward I’s peace in Scotland, 1303-1305’, Thirteenth Century England 6 (1997), 127-43.

26: Edward I and Wales
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Despite the title on his tomb ‘Hammer of the Scots’, Edward I did not succeed in conquering Scotland; his greatest military victories were in Wales. In 1277, angered by Llywelyn ap Gruffydd’s refusal to do homage, Edward I invaded and subdued Wales. In 1282, provoked by Llywelyn’s brother’s Dafydd’s attack on Hawarden Castle, Edward launched the Second Welsh War, which finally saw the conquest and subjugation of Wales. Over the remainder of his reign he built a strong of castles in Wales, established new towns, and brought English laws to Wales. In this session we will look at the Edwardian conquest of Wales, consider how successful Edward was, and look at the methods he used to control the rebellious Welsh.

Essential Reading

Carr, A, ‘The Last and Weakest of his line: Dafydd ap Gruffydd, the last prince of Wales’ Welsh History Review, 3 (1999), available online at
 http://welshjournals.llgc.org.uk/browse/viewpage/llgc-id:1073091/llgc-id:1083764/llgc-id:1084161/get650
Davies, R, The Age of Conquest: Wales 1063-1415 (Oxford, 2000), chaps 13-14.
Smith, J, ‘The Governance of Edwardian Wales’, Edward I and Wales, ed. Herbert, T. and Jones, G. (Cardiff, 1988), pp. 73-96.

Further Reading
Barell, A. and Brown, M, ‘A Settler Community in post-conquest rural Wales: the English I Dyffryn Clwyd’, Welsh History Review 17 (1994-95), 332-55.

http://welshjournals.llgc.org.uk/browse/viewpage/llgc-id:1073091/llgc-id:1082250/llgc-id:1082606/get650
Carr, A, Medieval Wales (Cambridge, 1995).

_____, ‘The Native Welsh lords after the Edwardian conquest’, Welsh History Review, 5 (1970-71), 103-29.

 Chrimes, S, King Edward I’s policy for Wales: a public lecture delivered at the National Museum of Wales (Cardiff, 1969).
Davies, R, ‘Colonial Wales’, Past and Present, 65 (1974), 3-23.
_______, Domination and conquest: Ireland, Scotland and Wales (Oxford, 1990).
_______, ‘Kings, lords and liberties in the March of Wales, 1066-1272’, Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 5th series, 29 (1979), 41-61.
_______, ‘The Twilight of Welsh Law’, History, 51 (1966), 143-64.

Griffiths, R, ‘The revolt of Rhys ap Maredudd, 1287-8’, Welsh History Review, 3 (1966), 121-43.
Morris, J, The Welsh Wars of Edward I (Stroud, 1996).
Owen, D, ‘Welsh and English princes of Wales’, History Today, 32 (1982), 11-15.
Pierce Jones, T, Medieval Welsh Society: selected essays (Cardiff, 1972).

Smith, L, ‘Llywelyn ap Gruffudd and the Welsh historical consciousness’, Welsh History Review,
12 (1984), 1-28.
 
Taylor, A, ‘Castle-building in thirteenth-century Wales and Savoy’, Proceedings of the British Academy, 63 (1978 for 1977), 265-92.
_______, The Welsh castles of Edward I (London, 1986).
Walker, D, Medieval Wales (Cambridge, 1990), chaps 5-7.

27: Edward II: the incompetent king
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Edward II’s historical reputation has suffered somewhat, his reign coming between those of the militaristic and aggressive Edward I and Edward III. His rule was overshadowed by disputes with the earls of England, many of whom were executed under Edward II, and by the rebellion of his wife, Isabella. Edward II’s reign ended in his deposition at her hands, and he was portrayed as a weak and ineffectual monarch. In this session we will explore causes of the problems of Edward’s reign, and debate their significance within the wider political, military and social context of the early fourteenth century. 
Essential Reading

Fryde, N, The Tyranny and fall of Edward II, 1321-1326 (Cambridge, 1979), chap. 2.
Mortimer, I, ‘The Death of Edward II in Berkeley Castle’, English Historical Review, 120 (2005), 1175-1214.

Prestwich, M, The Three Edwards: War and State in England, 1272-1377 (London, 1980), chap. 3.
Further Reading

Bingham, C, Life and times of Edward II (London, 1973).
Buck, M, Politics, Finances and the Church in the reign of Edward II (Cambridge University Press, 1983).

Davies, J, The Baronial Opposition to Edward II: It’s Character and Policy (London, 1967).
Hamilton, J, Piers Gaveston, earl of Cornwall, 1307-1312: politics and patronage in the reign of Edward II (Oxford, 1972).
Haynes, R, ‘The episcopate during the reign of Edward II and the regency of Mortimer and Isabella’, Journal of Ecclesiastical History, 56 (2005), 657-709.

Hines, R, King Edward II: Edward of Caernarfon, his life, his reign, and its aftermath (Montreal, 2003) – not in the library, but large sections available online via Google Books

Hutchison, H, Edward II: the pliant king (London, 1971).
King, A, ‘Thomas of Lancaster's first quarrel with Edward II’, Fourteenth Century England 3 (2004), 31-45.
Maddicott, J, Thomas of Lancaster, 1307-1322: a study in the reign of Edward II (London, 1970).
Phillips, J, Aymer de Valence, Earl of Pembroke, 1307-1324: baronial politics in the reign of Edward II (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1972).  

________,‘Edward II and the Prophets’, England in the Fourteenth Century: proceedings of the 1985 Harlaxton Symposium, ed. Ormrod, W. (Woodbridge, 1986), pp. 189-201. 
Prestwich, M, ‘The Court of Edward II’, The Reign of Edward II: New Perspectives, ed. Dodd, G. and Musson, A. (York: York Medieval Press, 2006).

Vita Edwardi Secundi. The Life of Edward the Second, ed. Childs, W. (Oxford, 2005) – the essential primary source for Edward II’s reign.

Valente, C, ‘The ‘Lament of Edward II’: Religious Lyric, Political Propaganda’, Speculum 77, (2002), 422-439.

28: ‘Our Just Quarrel’: Edward III and The Hundred Years War
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Edward III’s reign as king of England is often studied in the context of the Hundred Years War, which was fought against France between 1337 and 1453. The causes of the war were numerous and diverse, and there were both long and short term contributory factors. Although ultimately the king of England did not become king of France, at times the conflict went well for the English king with significant victories at Crécy, Poitiers and others. In this session we will look at the significance of Edward III’s claim to the French Crown, the development and prosecution of war on the continent in the fourteenth century, as well as the English military successes and failures. 

Essential Reading:

Maddicott, J, ‘The origins of the Hundred Years War’, England in Europe, ed. Saul, N.  (London, 1994), pp. 133-43; also available as Maddicott, J, ‘The origins of the Hundred Years War’, History Today, 36:5 (1986), 31-38.


Le Patourel, J, ‘Edward III and the Kingdom of France’, History, 153 (1958) 173-89.

Prestwich, M, ‘Why did Englishmen fight in the Hundred Years War?’, Medieval History, 2 (1992), 58-65.

Further Reading:

Allmand, C, Society at War: The Experience of England and France during the Hundred Years War (1989).

_________, The Hundred Years War (Cambridge, 1989) chaps 2, 3-4.

Bridbury, A, ‘The Hundred Years’ War: costs and profits’, Trade, government and economy in pre-industrial England: essays presented to F. J. Fisher, ed. Coleman, et al (London, 1976), pp. 80-95.

Curry, A, The Hundred Years War (London, 2nd edn, 2003). 
Jones, M, ‘Relations with France, 1337-1399’, England and Her Neighbours, 1066-1453: Essays in Honour of Pierre Chaplais, ed. Jones, et al (London, 1989), pp. 239-58.

Keen, M, England in the later Middle Ages, (London, 1997), chaps 6-7.

Le Patourel, J, ‘The Treaty of Bretigny, 1360’, Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 5th series,  10 (1960), 19-39.

Norbye, M, ‘Genealogies and dynastic awareness in the Hundred Years War. The evidence of A tous nobles qui aiment beaux faits et bonnes histoires’, Journal of Medieval History, 33 (2007), 297-319.

Ormrod, W, ‘England, Normandy and the beginnings of the hundred years war, 1259-1360’, England and Normandy in the Middle ages, ed. Bates, D. & Curry, A. (London, 1994), pp. 197-213.

Prestwich, M, The Three Edwards: War and State in England (London, 1980) chaps 6 & 7.

Rigg, A, ‘Propaganda of the Hundred Years War: poems on the battles of Crecy and Durham (1346), Traditio, 54 (1999), 169-211.

Seward, D, Brief History of the Hundred Years War: the English in France, 1337-1453 (London, 2003).

Smith, R, ‘Artillery and the Hundred Years War: myth and interpretation’, Arms, armies and fortifications in the hundred years war, ed. Curry, A. and Hughes, M. (Woodbridge, 1994), pp. 151-160.

Sumption, J, The Hundred Years War, 3 vols (London, 1990-99), esp. vol. 1.

Vale, M, ‘England, France and the origins of the Hundred Years War’, England and Her Neighbours, 1066-1453: Essays in Honour of Pierre Chaplais, ed. Jones et al (London, 1989), pp. 199-216.

29: The Black Prince: war, chivalry and nationhood
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Edward of Woodstock, prince of Wales (1330-1376) was the eldest son of King Edward III and one of the most famed military leaders of his day. His actions during the Hundred Years War – leading the English to victory at Crécy and Poitiers – cemented his reputation as a brilliant war leader, and his appointment as the first Knight of the Garter made him synonymous of knighthood and chivalry. In this session we explore the life and career of Edward, his contribution to the Hundred Years War, and his role in the promotion of chivalry and English nationhood under Edward III.
Essential Reading

Barber,
 R, Edward, prince of Wales and Aquitaine: a biography of the Black Prince (Woodbridge, 1978; repr 1996).

Mortimer, I, ‘Poitiers: high point of the Hundred Years War’, History Today, 56 (2006), 41-47.  
Vale, J. & M, ‘Knightly Codes and Piety’, History Today, 37 (1987), 12-17. 
Further Reading

Ayton, A. & Preston, P, The Battle of Crécy, 1346 (Woodbridge, 2007).
Barber, R, ‘Jean Froissart and Edward the Black Prince’, Froissart. Historian, ed. Palmer, J.  (Woodbridge, 1981), pp. 25-35, 164-65.
________, The Life and Campaigns of the Black Prince (Woodbridge, 2002).

Burne, A, The Crécy War (Ware, 1955), chaps 6 & 10. 

Green, D, Edward the Black Prince: Power in Medieval Europe (London, 2007). 
 _______, ‘The Later Retinue of Edward the Black Prince’, Nottingham Medieval Studies, 44 (2000), 141-151.
Matthew, R, The Battle of Crecy: A Campaign in Context (History Press, 2007). 
Pepin, G, ‘Towards a new assessment of the Black Prince’s principality of Aquitaine: a study of the last years (1369-1372)’, Nottingham Medieval Studies, 50 (2006), 59-114.

Teutsch, C, Victory at Poitiers: The Black Prince and the Medieval Art of War (Pen & Sword, 2010).

Tyson, D, ‘The epitaph of the Black Prince’, Medium Aevum, 46 (1977), 98-104.

30: From Geoffrey le Baker to Froissart: historians and the Hundred Years War
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Modern day historians of the Hundred Years War are fortunate because of the sheer volume of sources available on the conflict. Some of the most famous are the works of Geoffrey le Baker (d. c. 1360), and English chronicler, and Jean Froissart (c. 1307-1405), a native of Hainault, who frequented royal courts on both sides of the English Channel. Froissart’s Chronicles was one of the most popular works of the Middle Ages, surviving in over 100 illuminated manuscripts. In this session we will be looking at medieval works on the Hundred Years War to assess their contents, value for the historian, and merits for the study of the campaigns and period. 

Essential Reading

Allmand, C, ‘Historians reconsidered: Froissart’, History Today, 16 (1966), 841-48.

Barber, R, ‘Jean Froissart and Edward the Black Prince’, Froissart. Historian, ed. Palmer, J. (Woodbridge, 1981), pp. 25-35, 164-65.
________, The Life and Campaigns of the Black Prince (Woodbridge, 2002).

Taylor, J, ‘The Origins of the Anonimalle Chronicle’, Northern History, 31 (1995), 45-64.  

Further Reading

Ainsworth, P, ‘Jean Froissart: a sexcentenary reappraisal’, French Studies: A Quarterly Review, 59 (2005), 364-75. 

Contamine, P, War in the Middle Ages, trans Jones, M. (Wiley-Blackwell, 1986).

Froissart, J, Chronicles (Harmondsworth, 1978) – the primary source text.

Gransden, A, Historical Writing in England Vol 2 c.1307 to the Sixteenth Century (London, 1982), chap. 3.

Rigg, A, ‘Propaganda of the Hundred Years War: Poems on the Battles of Crecy and Durham (1346): A Critical Edition’, Traditio, 54 (1999), 169-212. 
Taylor, C, ‘English Writings on Chivalry and Warfare during the Hundred Years War’, Soldiers, nobles and gentlemen: essays in honour of Maurice Keen, ed. Coss, P. (Woodbridge, 2009), pp. 64-85.

_______, ‘Sir John Fortescue and the French Polemical Treatises of the Hundred Years War’, English Historical Review, 114 (1999), 112-29. 

The Anonimalle Chronicle, 1333-1381, ed. Galbraith, V. (Manchester University Press, 1927).
The Battle of Agincourt: Sources and Interpretations, ed. Curry, A. (Woodbridge, 2000).
The Wars of Edward III: Sources and Interpretations, ed. Rogers, C. (Woodbridge: 1999).
31: England and the the Black Death
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In 1348, the plague which had been spreading across Europe reached the southern shores of England. Over the next few years it killed between a third and a half of the population, and had far reaching impacts on the clergy, birth and remarriage rates, the war in France, art and architecture, universities, labour dues, legislation and the medieval view of death. The impact of the plague (known as the Black Death) was not, however, universal, as it affected some areas more than others. Moreover, several of the impacts of the plague, such as the decline in the English population, were the result of several factors, as war and famine in the fifty years before 1348 were already taking their toll. In this session we will watch Simon Schama’s King Death, which discusses the long and short-term impacts of the plague.
Further Reading

Aberth, J, ‘The Black Death in the diocese of Ely : the evidence of the bishop's register’, Journal of Medieval History, 21 (1995), 275-87.

Bridbury, A, ‘The Black Death’, Economic History Review, 2nd series, 26 (1973), 577-92.

_________ , ‘Before the Black Death’, Economic History Review, 2nd series, 30, (1977) 393-410.

Bolton, J, The Medieval English Economy (1980) chaps. 3, 6-7.

Davies, R, ‘The effect of the Black Death on the parish priests of the medieval diocese of Coventry and Lichfield’, Historical Research, 62:147 (1989), 85-90.

Dyer, C, Standards of Living in the Later Middle Ages (Cambridge, 1989), chaps. 5, 6, 8 & 10.

Hatcher, J, ‘England in the aftermath of the Black Death’, Past and Present, 143 (1994).

Harvey, B, ‘The population trend in England between 1300 and 1348’, Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 5th series, 16 (1966) 23-42.

Keen, M, England in the Later Middle Ages (London, 1975), chap. 8.

_______, English Society in the Later Middle Ages (London, 1990), chaps. 2-3.
Platt, C, King Death: the Black Death and its aftermath in late-Medieval England (Toronto, 1996).

Prestwich, M, The Three Edwards: War and State in England (London, 1980).
Röhrkasten, J, ‘Trends of mortality in late medieval London, 1348-1400’, Nottingham Medieval Studies, 45 (2001), 172-209.
Titow, J, ‘Some evidence of the thirteenth century population rise’, Economic History Review, 2nd series, 14 (1961-2), 218-223.
Ziegler, P, The Black Death (London, 2nd edn, 1998).

32: The Peasants Revolt of 1381
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In 1381, English people revolted against the government under the leadership of Wat Tyler, John Ball and Jack Straw. Though this was called the Peasants’ Revolt, it involved more than just the peasant or agricultural classes. Although their revolt was a marked failure, it did mark a turning point in English history. Please read the primary sources below and material from the suggested reading list with the following questions in mind:

1. What were the long term causes of the Peasants’ Revolt?

2. What were the short term causes?

3. What were the aims of the rebels?
4. How did Richard II react to the Revolt?

5. What was the impact of the revolt?
John Ball’s sermon at Blackheath 

When Adam delved and Eve span, Who was then the gentleman? From the beginning all men by nature were created alike, and our bondage or servitude came in by the unjust oppression of naughty men. For if God would have had any bondmen from the beginning, he would have appointed who should be bond, and who free. And therefore I exhort you to consider that now the time is come, appointed to us by God, in which ye may (if ye will) cast off the yoke of bondage, and recover liberty.

Froissart’s Chronicles


And so long they went forward till they came within a four mile of London, and there lodged on a hill called Blackheath; and as they went, they said ever they were the king's men and the noble commons of England: and when they of London knew that they were come so near to them, the mayor, as ye have heard before, closed the gates and kept straitly all the passages. This order caused the mayor, who was called William Walworth and divers other rich burgesses of the city, who were not of their sect; but there were in London of their unhappy opinions more than thirty thousand. 

The unhappy people of Kent, Essex, Sussex and Bedford began to stir, because, they said, they were kept in great servage. And in the beginning of the world, they said, there were no bondmen; wherefore they maintained that none ought to be bond, without he did treason to his lord; for they were neither angels nor spirits, but men formed to the similitude of their lords; saying why should they then be kept so under like beasts? The which they said they would no longer suffer. For they would be all one, and if they laboured or did anything for their lords, they would have wages therefore. 

And they had a captain called Walter Tyler, and with him in company was Jack Straw and John Ball: these three were chief sovereign captains, but the head of all was Walter Tyler, and he was indeed a tiler of houses, an ungracious patron.

When these unhappy men began thus to stir, they of London, except such as were of their band, were greatly affrayed. Then the mayor of London and the rich men of the city took counsel together, and when they saw the people thus coming on every side, they caused the gates of the city to be closed and would suffer no man to enter into the city.

Then they cried all with one voice, ‘Let us go to London’, and so they took their way thither, and so came to the Savoy in the way to Westminster, which was a goodly house and it pertained to the duke of Lancaster. And when they entered, they slew the keepers thereof and robbed and pillaged the house, and when they had so done, then they set fire on it and clean destroyed and burnt it.

Further Reading
Butcher, A, ‘English urban society and the revolt of 1381’, The English Rising of 1381, ed. Hilton, R. & Aston, T. (Cambridge, 1984), pp. 84-111.

Dobson, R.B, The Peasants’ Revolt of 1381 (London, 1983).

Dyer, C, ‘The social and economic background to the rural revolt of 1381’, The English Rising of 1381, ed. Hilton, R. & Aston, T. (Cambridge, 1984), pp. 9-24.
Foot, P, This bright day of Summer: the Peasant’s Revolt of 1381 (London, 1981).
Hansen, H, ‘The peasants’ revolt of 1381 and the chronicles’, Journal of Medieval History, 6 (1980), 393-415. 

Hilton, R, Bond Men Made Free: Medieval Peasant Movements and the English Rising of 1381 (London, 2003).
Lacey, H, ‘“Grace for the rebels”: the role of the royal pardon in the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381’, Journal of Medieval History, 34 (2008), 36-63. 

O’Brien, M, When Adam delved and Eve span: a history of the Peasants' Revolt of 1381 (Cheltenham, 2004).
Ormrod, W, ‘The Peasants’ Revolt and the government of England’, Journal of British Studies, 29 (1990), 1-30.
Prescott, A, ‘Writing about rebellion: using the records of the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381’, History Workshop Journal, 45 (1998), 1-27. 

Tuck, J, ‘Nobles, commons and the great revolt of 1381’, The English Rising of 1381, ed. Hilton, R. & Aston, T. (Cambridge, 1984), pp. 194-212.
33: The reign and deposition of Richard II
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Richard II, son of Edward of Woodstock, succeeded his grandfather when he was ten years old. His minority meant rule by council during his early years, though Richard took a leading role in events like the Peasants’ Revolt while still young. Dependent on a small number of his nobles, King Richard II alienated the others who wanted a role in government, leading to a struggle for power between king and nobles. The last two years of his reign, when Richard took his revenge on the nobles who had tried to control him, have been described by historians as ‘the Tyranny’. Unpopular at home, Richard II was deposed by Henry of Bolingbroke (later Henry IV), and died in captivity. In this final session of the module we will address the significance of Richard’s reign and deposition in terms of late medieval kingship and power. 

Essential Reading

Mortimer, I, ‘Richard II and the Succession to the Crown’, History, 91 (2006), 320-336.

Richard II: the Art of Kingship, ed. Goodman, A. et al (Oxford, 2003) – not in the library, but large parts available via Google Books.
Saul, N, Richard II (Yale University Press, 1997), chap. 17. 

Further Reading

Chronicles of the Revolution: 1397-1400, trans & ed. Given-Wilson, C. (Manchester, 1993) – the essential collection of primary sources for this reign.

Fletcher, C, ‘Manhood and Politics in the Reign of Richard II’, Past and Present, 189 (2005), 3-39.

Gervase M, The Court of Richard II (London, 1968).
Gillespie, J, ‘Richard II’s knights: chivalry and patronage’, Journal of Medieval History, 13 (1987), 143-59.
Given-Wilson, C, ‘Richard II, Edward II and the Lancastrian Inheritance’, English Historical Review, 109 (1994), 553-571.

Hutchinson, H, The Hollow Crown: a life of Richard II (London, 1961).
Jones, R, The Royal Policy of Richard II: absolutism in the later Middle Ages (Oxford, 1968).
Reign of Richard II: essays in honour of May McKisack, ed. DuBoulay, F. et al (London, 1971).
Keen, M, England in the Later Middle Ages (Routledge; London, 1973), chap. 12.
McHardy, A, ‘The reign of Richard II, 1377-99’, The Historian, 32 (1991), 10-12.

Saul, N, ‘Richard II and the vocabulary of kingship’, English Historical Review, 110 (1995), 854-877.

Tuck, A, Richard II and the English Nobility (London, 1973).
READING LIST
Recommended reading covering the whole module

Bartlett, Robert, England Under the Norman and Angevin Kings (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2000)

Clanchy, Michael, England and its Rulers 1066-1272 (2nd edn, Oxford: Blackwell, 1998)

Daniell, Christopher, The Norman Conquest to Magna Carta (London:  Routledge, 2003)

Reference works, and histories covering the whole period
Barrow, G. W. S, Feudal Britain (London, 1956).

Bartlett, Robert, England under the Norman and Angevin Kings 1075-1225 (Oxford, 2000)

Brown, R. A, Castles, Conquest and Charters (1989).

Carpenter, David, The Struggle Mastery, Britain 1066-1284 (Penguin, 2003)

Clanchy, M, England and its Rulers 1066-1272 (1988 edn).

Daniell, Christopher, From Norman Conquest to Magna Carta (London, 2003).

Davies, H. W. C, England under the Normans and Angevins (1905, repr. 1928).

Davies, R. R, The British Isles 1100-1500 (Edinburgh, 1968).

Harvey, Barbara (ed.), The Twelfth and Thirteenth Centuries (Oxford, 2001)

Hollister, C. W, The making of England 55 BC to 1399 (1988).

King, E, Medieval England 1066-1485 (1988).

Loyn, H., The Making of the English Nation (1991).

Poole, A. L, From Domesday Book to Magna Carta (Oxford History of England; 3rd edn, 1955, pb, Oxford, 1993). 

Richardson, H. G, and Sayles, G. O, The Governance of Medieval England (1963).

Round, J. H, Feudal England (London, 1908).

Sawyer, P, From Roman Britain to Norman England (1978).

Warren, W. L, The Governance of Norman and Angevin England 1086-1272 (London, 1986).

Whitelock, D, The Beginnings of English Society (1972).

A selection of primary sources are printed in translation in English Historical Documents, i, c. 500-1042, ed. by D. Whitelock (1955) and ii, 1042-1189, ed. by D. C. Douglas and G. W. Greenway (1953).

Anglo-Saxon England 

Abels, Richard, ‘Bookland and fyrd-service in late Saxon England’, Anglo-Norman Studies, 7 (1985), 57-77. 

____________, Lordship and Military Obligation in Anglo-Saxon England (Berkeley, 1988).

Abrams, Lesley, ‘England, Normandy and Scandinavia’, A companion to the Anglo-Norman World, ed.  Harper-Bill, Christopher, Houts, Elisabeth (2003), pp. 43-62.

Baker, G. P, The Fighting Kings of Wessex (Conshohocken, 1996 edn).

Barlow, Frank, Edward the Confessor (London, 1970, rpr., 1979, pb edn, 1984).

___________, The English Church, 1000-1066 (1963, 2nd edn, London, 1979).

___________, The Godwins: The Rise and Fall of a Noble Dynasty London, 2002).

___________, ed., Vita Edwardi (Nelson’s Medieval Classics, London, 1962).

Barrow, Geoffrey, ‘Companions of the Atheling’, Anglo-Norman Studies, 25 (2003), 35-45.
Blair, P. H, An Introduction to Anglo-Saxon England (London, 3rd edn, 2003).
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