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Abstract

This dissertation investigates the prominence of neurodiversity within right-wing
extremism and answers the specific question of whether those with neurodiverse
characteristics are more vulnerable to right-wing radicalisation. Based on a detailed
review of the existing literature towards both right-wing extremism and
neurodiversity, a research gap was identified in the form of primary research from

those who criminally investigate people with neurodiverse characteristics.

To address this academic gap, the research project was designed to include a
survey across numerous policing units within the South Wales area, including
Response, Neighbourhood, Criminal Investigation, and Public Protection teams, to
gain insight from different perspectives. Furthermore, interviews were completed with
policing professionals within Response and Criminal Investigation teams to provide a

balance of quantitative and qualitative results and draw fuller conclusions.

The findings from this research provided a balance of literature review confirmation
and new learning. Within this, it was found that a variety of right-wing extremist
factors can create an appeal for those with neurodiverse characteristics, but the
study concludes that although attractions exist, they are not exclusive to right-wing
ideology and do not mean that all those with neurodiverse characteristics are
vulnerable to radicalisation. The findings also highlight several future opportunities,
where practical and academic recommendations are provided which include
additional police training, multi-agency support strategies, and the direction for

further studies.
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Chapter 1 - Introduction

1.1 Introduction

This dissertation provides an investigation into the prominence of neurodiversity
within right-wing extremism and focuses on the specific question of whether those
with neurodiverse characteristics are more vulnerable to right-wing radicalisation.
This chapter details an introduction to the research, to include the significance of the
study. Additionally, this chapter provides the aims and objectives for the research

project and explains the structure of the dissertation.

1.2 Background

The threat from extremism within the United Kingdom (UK) has gradually increased
across recent years, where the risk level contributed towards the announcement of a
new extremism definition in March 2024, which moves focus from action to ideology
(Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, 2024). This change follows
a review of the UK’s counter terrorism Prevent programme, which recommended a
greater focus on ideology due to its radicalisation potential (Home Office, 2023).
Radicalisation, which is described as the transition process a person follows in the
direction of support for, or involvement with, terrorist activity, forms a focus within this

study (Home Office, 2024).

Whilst the literature review chapter provides the landscape for a thorough
investigation of both right-wing extremism and neurodiversity, ranging from general
to specific analysis, research shows that both areas are within an early research

period (Ahmed and Lynch, 2021; Bell, 2023). Despite this, studies on terrorist



offenders with neurodiverse characteristics have recently developed, most
significantly to include direct input from convicted terrorists, but not specifically within
a right-wing setting (Al-Attar, 2020). A research gap therefore exists from the
perspective of those who criminally investigate people with neurodiverse
characteristics and those with a right-wing mindset. Consequently, this dissertation
provides direct research from policing professionals within numerous police
departments to address the research gap and enrich the wider academic

understanding.

1.3 Aims and Obijectives

The aims of this dissertation are to investigate the prominence of neurodiversity
within right-wing extremism and to answer the question of whether people with

neurodiverse characteristics are more vulnerable to radicalisation.

These aims will be achieved through the completion of the following objectives,
which are designed to support a strategic investigation:

1. To analyse the existing literature surrounding the radicalisation of those
with neurodiverse characteristics into right-wing extremism, to include any
additional contributing factors.

2. To investigate and compare the understanding of neurodiversity within
criminal investigations and right-wing extremism amongst numerous
policing units in South Wales.

3. To assess any implications these findings present towards the
investigation of those with neurodiverse characteristics, and the

safeguarding of those at risk.
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1.4 Structure

To deliver a strong academic contribution within the scope of the project, the
dissertation follows a coherent structure to explore the research aims and support
the completion of the research objectives. The following chapter commences this
investigation through a literature review, which completes the first objective. The
dissertation then leads into separate chapters of a research methodology and an
analysis of the results, which present the research design and findings and
collectively achieve the second objective. Next, the dissertation leads into separate
findings and recommendations chapters, which complete the third objective and

provide direct conclusions to address the overall research aims.

1.5 Conclusion

This completes the introduction of the dissertation, where the following chapter
commences the research journey through a literature review that will critically

analyse the existing research.
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Chapter 2 - Literature Review

2.1 Introduction

The impact of terrorism can lead to national fear, alter public behaviour, and
influence economies, in a powerful reaction which can pass through generations
(Van Der Does et al. 2021). In illustration of how history influences perception,
despite what would be the impression of many, there were no fatalities within the UK
because of terrorism within 2022 (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2023). A consideration
therefore forms towards how history, stereotypes, and fear compare with reality, and
how well the risks are truly understood. Despite the 2022 statistic, deeper analysis of
recent terrorist movement within the UK identifies the growth of right-wing
extremism, where activity has been particularly prominent within post-industrial
communities (Knight, 2019). This chapter will evaluate the existing literature
surrounding right-wing extremism and focus upon the prominence of neurodiversity
within radicalisation. The current level of research towards right-wing extremism is
disproportionately low, however, where between the timeframe of 2001 and 2018,
only 6 out of 1846 terrorism articles within the most prominent terrorism journals
used primary data to support their research (Ahmed and Lynch, 2021).
Consequently, research of those vulnerable to radicalisation by right-wing extremist
groups holds opportunity and forms the landscape this research project will explore.
This chapter will be separated into four specific areas of research, followed by a
summary of the key learning and areas of opportunity. The four specific areas of
research will include an introduction into right-wing extremism, the recruitment
strategies of right-wing extremist groups, the growth of neurodiversity awareness,

and how neurodiverse characteristics relate to right-wing extremism factors. The
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chapter will critically evaluate the work of prominent researchers in these fields and
aims to achieve objective one of the dissertation, which for reference is: To analyse
the existing literature surrounding the radicalisation of those with neurodiverse
characteristics into right-wing extremism, to include any additional contributing
factors. The following subchapter begins this journey, where an introduction to right-
wing extremism will be presented to form a foundation which will be built upon as the

chapter progresses.

2.2 Introduction into Right-Wing Extremism

Despite the disproportionately low volume of research completed within right-wing
extremism, studies specifically focussed on this area mostly began in 2013
(Schuurman, 2020). This has allowed for the complexity and range of right-wing
extremism to be understood to some extent, but despite this, the UK’s definition of
terrorism has remained unchanged since 2000 (Glover, 2023). A prominent
researcher to explore right-wing extremism on a global scale is Professor Cas
Mudde, who acknowledged the academic debate to define the area, and concluded
the far-right to be an umbrella term for the idolisation of nationalism and order
(Mudde, 2014). This ranges from those who commit acts of physical violence to
those who support or distribute the ideology, and whilst the area has been difficult to
define, it has been described to be easily recognisable (Mudde, 2017). Further
studies show that common areas right-wing extremist groups target include minority
groups, immigration, and national strategies that promote diversity (Ahmed and
Lynch, 2021). These factors are frequently impacted by current news and societal
movements, but research also finds that famous moments in history, such as the

9/11 terrorist attack in the United States (US), create regular focus for right-wing
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groups (Wright, 2009). These references also date deeper into history, with common
idolisation drawn towards the Nazi movement against the Jewish population for
example (Ahmed and Lynch, 2021). Furthermore, from a UK perspective, extreme
right-wing roots trace back to a similar timeframe, with the proscription of the British
Union of Fascists in 1939, a right-wing political party (Jupp, 2022). With UK terrorism
legislation relatively static across recent decades, despite the growing knowledge of
right-wing extremist risks, this research project intends to explore whether
awareness gaps exist within different policing units and any implications that may

result.

In addition to historical motivations, right-wing activity across more recent years
shows an evolution in extremist networks and their global reach. Two prominent
worldwide attacks in 2019 for example include shootings in Christchurch, New
Zealand and El Paso, Texas, where 51 and 22 people were killed respectively, in
attacks committed by individuals described to have been lone parties, self-
radicalised by right-wing ideology (Ahmed and Lynch, 2021). This is in contrast with
stereotypes of extremist activity requiring large, organised networks and highlights
the risk of self-radicalised individuals. From a UK perspective, the threat level of
right-wing extremism is described to have drastically increased since 2014 (Jupp,
2022). A contributing factor towards this is the emergence of highly active and visible
UK groups, illustrated through the first UK proscription of an extreme right-wing
organisation in December 2016, where support or association with the group
National Action was formally banned (Home Office, 2019). Further statistics show
that although right-wing terrorism currently occupies only 20% of UK counter

terrorism investigations, 37.5% of prevented attacks between March 2017 and
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December 2021 were of late-stage right-wing terrorist plans (Counter Terrorism
Policing, 2021). These findings have led some researchers to question the
contribution the COVID-19 pandemic provided towards the current risk, where a
combination of fear, loss, restriction, and an enhanced online presence may have
laid foundations for the growth of right-wing ideology now and into the future (Khan-
Ruf, 2021). With this learning considered, the next phase of the literature review
moves into the recruitment strategies of right-wing extremist organisations, to

evaluate the level of existing research and build upon current understanding.

2.3 Recruitment Strategies of Right-Wing Extremist Groups

To better understand the recruitment strategies of right-wing extremist groups, the
common presence of frustration, injustice, and affinity is important to consider
(Collins, 2023). In contrast with earlier indications that the online world forms a
landscape where modern radicalisation largely occurs, thought is drawn towards the
words of Walter Laqueur, a pioneering terrorism theorist, who famously claimed in
1999 that no volume of worldwide emails held the power or potential to make any
future political impact (Laqueur, 1999). The speed of change, however, is clear,
where as early as 2002 theories such as David Rapoport’s wave theory, which
separated terrorism into phases dating back to the 1880s, assessed the utilisation of
technology and communication to be a continual priority for terrorist organisations
(Rapoport, 2002). Also in reflection of earlier discussion, although right-wing
extremist acts are prone to singular attackers, intentions do not develop without
influence, where physical isolation may be relieved with online inspiration and
relationships (Pajunen, 2015). This view is supported by a study conducted in 2013

which found the internet played a prominent role in the communication and
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education of extremist content within all fifteen sampled instances of UK
radicalisation (Behr et al. 2013). Limitations included a relatively small sample size;
however, the unanimous factor adds legitimacy to the study. From this point to the
current day, technology and social media use has accelerated, where online hate
and counter speech have simultaneously grown, and conditions are set for further

right-wing growth (Roach, 2021; Velasquez et al. 2021).

The growth of right-wing ideology online mainly spreads between the use of websites
to display content, and social media platforms to network and engage (Odag, Leiser
and Boehnke, 2019). Professor Jessie Daniels (2008; 2009a; 2009b), a sociologist at
Hunter College, City University of New York, led early studies into the online spread
of hate speech and right-wing concepts, which found that extremist groups created
and used websites discretely to promote their ideology, where content was displayed
subtly, without direct reference to right-wing extremist networks, and avoided
censorship. Within her studies, Daniels presented an example where a Google
search of Martin Luther King provided a website within the first page of results which
was linked to a white supremacist group and displayed extreme messages of hate,
religion, and race (Daniels, 2009b). In addition to those actively seeking this content,
examples such as this demonstrate the risk of people locating right-wing extremist
content unintentionally. Separate from websites alone, social media holds an added
opportunity for right-wing groups to promote messages and communicate quickly.
Whilst the perception of social media draws images of large platforms such as
Facebook and YouTube, lesser-known platforms such as 8chan and Gab developed
a large extremist presence (Scrivens and Conway, 2019). This does not exclude the

large social media networks, however, where studies of X (formally known as
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Twitter) found right-wing groups used extremist hashtags alongside trending topics
for mass exposure and posted a large volume of less extreme, however suggestive
content, to utilise volume to portray a lawful perception (Nouri, Lorenzo-Dus and
Watkin, 2021). Strategies such as these illustrate how accessible right-wing
extremist media has become and draws theorist attention towards the vulnerability of

children and those with neurodiverse conditions to view this content (Glover, 2023).

From a different perspective, a study in 2017 across 223 convicted terrorists within
the UK concluded that whilst the online world was an enabler, it was not a
requirement within the radicalisation process, and that additional research towards
those radicalised was required to include their motivation and ability (Gill et al. 2017).
More recent literature has added strength to this argument, where an online
resilience study promoted factors such as cultural acceptance, trust in community
and leadership, and a natural resistance to violence to be barriers to extremism
(Gerrand, 2022). This provokes thought towards why some people withdraw from
extremist media if it becomes visible, and why others may be drawn deeper into the
content. The next subchapter will therefore explore the available research towards
neurodiversity, to provide context for additional investigation later within the literature

review.

2.4 The Growth of Neurodiversity Awareness

Neurodiversity is a growing area of medical research, where the term is used to
describe a difference in how the human brain processes information and includes
several conditions such as autism, ADHD, dyslexia, and a number more (Bell, 2023).

Accordingly, medical studies estimate that approximately one fifth of the UK
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population live with a neurodiverse condition (Doyle, 2020). Some of the physical
characteristics these conditions tend to present will be explored later within this
literature review, however, some of the emotional factors that studies highlight will be
discussed now. Firstly, a significant book edited by psychologist Steven Kapp in
2020, with chapter authors praised to be on the forefront of the neurodiverse
movement, consistently detailed the diagnosis phase to be an enlightening journey,
where people with neurodiverse conditions quickly felt a sense of belonging and an
explanation for potential difficulties within their lives (Kapp, 2020). In contrast, some
describe the National Health Service (NHS) neurodiversity services to be under high
stress, with long diagnosis waiting lists, which can add additional mental health
strain, and a sense of helplessness for those in need of support (Mandy, 2022).
From a different perspective, even once a diagnosis has been made, scholars raise
a common sense of them-and-us amongst those with neurodiverse characteristics,
which can create a divided sense of society, and lead to a perception of unfairness

(Runswick-Cole, 2014).

Within the large range of neurodiverse conditions, most of the current research has
been focussed on ADHD and autism, where conditions may coexist, and
characteristics can overlap (Craig et al. 2015). From an offending perspective, a
study in 2010 found that the diagnosis of ADHD was significantly more common in
children who offend compared with diagnosis rates across children generally (Colins
et al. 2010). This shows an increased likelihood for children with ADHD to have
interaction with police, where concerns are enhanced by more recent studies which
found children with ADHD had a younger first arrest age on average and had an

increased likelihood to re-offend (Rutten et al. 2022). There has, however, been
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limited statistical research completed towards the presence of neurodiversity within
terrorist offenders. Despite this, the research which does exist shows people with
neurodiverse conditions to be more prone to individual based attacks as opposed to
group actors (Corner, Gill and Mason, 2016). Additionally, attention is drawn towards
the increased rate of people with neurodiverse characteristics experiencing mental
health concerns, to include for example suicidal thoughts, depression, and anxiety,
where far more detailed analysis is required of neurodivergent terrorist offenders to
better understand the factors (Curnow et al. 2023). The next and final area of the
literature review therefore intends to draw the prior learning within this chapter
together, to evaluate any potential links between right-wing extremism and

neurodiverse characteristics.

2.5 Neurodiverse Characteristics in Relation to Right-Wing Extremist Factors

A leading researcher towards the analysis of autism characteristics within terrorism
is Dr Zainab Al-Attar, a forensic psychologist whose work will be largely referenced
within this subchapter. Al-Attar, who has spent numerous years within the field, to
include direct interaction with convicted terrorists, is consistently of the opinion that
no evidence exists to prove people with autism are vulnerable to terrorist
radicalisation (Al-Attar, 2020). Instead, her view is supported by separate research
which details that the characteristics of neurodiverse conditions may provide factors
which direct those affected towards extremist content, but this does not mean that all
neurodiverse people are vulnerable to radicalisation (Altier et al. 2017). The first area
presented here is the difficulty some people with neurodiverse conditions may have
with social interactions, where if experiences such as the difficulty forming

relationships and bullying occur for example, this may lead to feelings of frustration,
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injustice, a desire for retaliation, and promote online dependency (Al-Attar, 2020).
Secondly, separate research towards the characteristics of autism shows that those
affected frequently rely on thought processes driven by rules and facts (Baron-
Cohen, 2002). This can form a reference to the traits of dictatorships, powerful
leaders, and order which right-wing groups are known to promote (Ahmed and
Lynch, 2021). This characteristic also poses thought towards historical moments
such as the Nazi movement, as previously discussed (Ahmed and Lynch, 2021). In
further exploration of history, Al-Attar finds within her research that autistic traits lead
to a desire to understand topics in great depth, a factor which often leads to
prolonged research, where war, history, conspiracy theories, and generally shocking
content can provide stimulation (Al-Attar, 2020). Finally, separate research also
found those with autism are often attracted to visual content, with stronger learning
through the use of imagery, which may enhance reliance on this sense (Samson et
al. 2012). This further supports the potential attraction towards military and extremist
topics through the frequency of bold, striking content, which includes graphic images,

weapons, flags, and uniforms often used by right-wing groups (Scrivens et al. 2021).

In addition to content consumption, the risk of radicalisation for people with
neurodiverse characteristics is viewed to peak if online research leads to direct
communication with extremists. Should this occur, validation and encouragement
towards extremist ideology can provide reassurance and form a personal
connection, which may bond the person towards the extremist group (Al-Attar, 2020).
Furthermore, as connection and commitment become stronger, additional studies
highlight the risk of fantasy, which becomes more prevalent during periods of tension

(Palermo and Bogaerts, 2017). Al-Attar supports this factor, where her studies
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suggest that discontent with reality can lead to a fixation on fantasy thoughts, where
times of depression link with fantasies of death, and feelings of unfairness lead into
the imagination of revengeful acts (Al-Attar, 2020). This brings reflection to earlier

findings of those with neurodiverse characteristics being more susceptible to mental

health concerns (Curnow et al. 2023).

2.6 Conclusion

This literature review has now completed objective one within the research project:
To analyse the existing literature surrounding the radicalisation of those with
neurodiverse characteristics into right-wing extremism, to include any additional
contributing factors. To conclude, the review has transitioned through four distinct
areas of research to finish in a position where direct comparisons between right-wing
extremist factors and neurodiverse characteristics have been reviewed,
predominantly through the research of Al-Attar (2020). As a result, the research has
found that characteristic similarities can be drawn, but theorists do not support that
actual evidence exists of those with neurodiverse characteristics being more
vulnerable to right-wing radicalisation. Most of the research reviewed is relatively
new, however, and a consistent factor throughout the chapter is that research of both
right-wing extremism and neurodiversity is within a growth phase. Similarly, the
research available at present does not include direct views from those who have
criminally investigated people with neurodiverse characteristics. The exploration of
police perceptions towards these factors, to include different policing units, is
therefore where this research project fits within the broader selection of existing

literature and research. The next chapter of the dissertation will therefore move into
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a methodology phase to design a research strategy to best address the research

gap.
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Chapter 3 - Research Methodology and Planning

3.1 Introduction

The previous chapter achieved the first dissertation objective through the analysis of
existing literature towards the radicalisation of those with neurodiverse
characteristics into right-wing extremism. Within this, prominent researchers such as
Dr Zainab Al-Attar provided insight into how the features of both areas interact, and
the attraction this can create towards right-wing extremist content for those with
neurodiverse characteristics (Al-Attar, 2020). Despite this, a conclusion was drawn
that research is within an early growth phase, and theorists do not believe sufficient
evidence exists to understand whether those with neurodiverse characteristics are
vulnerable to radicalisation (Altier et al. 2017). Specifically, input from those who
criminally investigate people with neurodiverse characteristics creates a gap within
current research. This chapter therefore details the research methodology used to
explore this opportunity, to support objective two of the dissertation, which for
reference is: To investigate and compare the understanding of neurodiversity within
criminal investigations and right-wing extremism amongst numerous policing units in

South Wales.

3.2 Research Strategy

Research, importantly, is viewed as more than the simple collection and presentation
of information, where purpose, direction, and the ability to interpret findings are
salient (Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2016). With the purpose of this research
developed within the literature review, this paragraph focusses on the direction of the

study. Firstly, where research is typically split into two different approaches, to
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include the collection of new information or the further development of existing data,
the research gap highlighted within the literature review means primary research (the
collection of new information) is required to meet the dissertation objective (Hox and
Boeije, 2005). Next, it is important to understand the type of information most
beneficial towards the research goal. This again draws thought towards two paths, in
the form of quantitative and qualitative methods, where quantitative approaches
focus towards numeric, statistical outcomes, and qualitative approaches seek more
word based, descriptive insight (Meyer and Avery, 2008). Within this dissertation,
elements of both are utilised, where the research gap is closed by a mostly
guantitative survey, however, also includes a small number of open questions to
encourage qualitative views. In addition, interviews have been included from a solely
gualitative approach. Consequently, this research approach aims to balance the
gualities of quantitative and qualitative methods, for the outcomes to complement
each other and to gain a fuller, more meaningful understanding. Whilst it is
acknowledged that some researchers avoid this merge with concerns that the
approaches may compete against each other, confidence in this strategy is built from
studies which conclude that combined methods can produce comprehensive findings

(Gelo, Braakmann and Benetka, 2008).

3.3 Data Collection

With the overall strategy better understood, this paragraph explores the data
collection practices utilised to best support the dissertation objective. Firstly, the
timeframe for the collection of information needs to be appropriately balanced
against the timeline of the research project overall, where data collection across a

short period is referred to as cross-sectional, and collection across a more sustained
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duration is referred to as longitudinal (Rindfleisch et al. 2008). Whilst both hold
strengths and weaknesses, the relatively short timeframe of this research project
means a cross-sectional strategy has been selected, which will allow information and
interpretation to be gained efficiently, and at an achievable cost (Setia, 2016). Here,
surveys have been completed electronically across several different policing units to
allow for expert insight consistent with the dissertation objective and a large volume
of participants to support informative and credible quantitative analysis. Interviews
within the qualitative approach have then been completed in a smaller volume, which
has allowed information to be gained within the scope of the research project. These
interviews involve participants from Response and Criminal Investigation policing
units to balance quality with quantity, and to gain expert insight from different
perspectives. Finally, the questions presented within both the survey and interview
approaches are designed in response to the learning and opportunity highlighted

within the literature review, to ensure the research is strategic and directed.

3.4 Data Analysis

After the data collection process, consideration of analysis techniques drew thought
back towards quantitative and qualitative approaches. Accordingly, Microsoft Forms
was predominantly used to collate and display statistical quantitative findings, where
learning has been presented in the form of percentages and averages. Consistent
with expectation, however, qualitative results from the open styled survey questions
and interviews presented word-based insight, which largely included feelings,
opinions, and descriptive experiences (Greetham, 2019). The successful
development of this information therefore led to the utilisation of thematic analysis, a

respected method to recognise key and recurring patterns within qualitative
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information (Patton, 2015). Consequently, this highlighted common themes which
were considered alongside quantitative survey findings to draw fuller conclusions.
The analysis of this data, to include statistical information and the recognition of
emergent themes, will inform critical discussions and reflection within later

dissertation chapters.

3.5 Limitations and Potential Problems

Consistent with theorist views, however, no research approach is perfect, and
researchers need to consider the strengths, weaknesses, and potential risks of their
chosen paths (Choy, 2014). Firstly, from an ethical perspective, all stages of the
dissertation received approval through an early review. Additionally, prior to any
participation in surveys or interviews, all participants were briefed on the nature of
the dissertation, informed that their participation was voluntary with the entitlement to
withdraw their contribution, and advised that their participation would remain
anonymous throughout. Consequently, due to the sensitive nature of the research
topic, requests were made for interviews to be recorded through manual notes as
opposed to audio recordings. To maintain accuracy and security, notes of the
completed interviews were therefore created electronically and held on password
protected systems. Secondly, this study utilised access to policing professionals
which not all researchers possess. Whilst this means the findings are difficult to
reinforce with other studies, the expert position of the sampled audience, combined
with questions being designed strategically after a detailed literature review, adds a
level of validity to the research and attends to the targeted nature of the project

(Drost, 2011). Finally, a limitation is present within the relatively short size of the

26



dissertation, where focus was required to ensure the scope of the project remained

within practical limits.

3.6 Conclusion

This chapter has explored the methodology and planning considered within this
research project. Within this, the strengths, weaknesses, and potential risks of each
element have been detailed, and the utilised methods have been chosen because
they provide a strong balance to achieve the research objectives. The next chapter
of the dissertation will now move into the research findings these methods have

produced.
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Chapter 4 - Analysis of Results

4.1 Introduction

The previous chapter explored the methodology considered within this dissertation,
where primary data collection was selected to close the research gap, specifically to
build research from those who criminally investigate people with neurodiverse
characteristics (Hox and Boeije, 2005). Furthermore, analysis of data collection
methods created a research design to include the utilisation of Microsoft Forms
within a predominantly quantitative survey, and to combine this with a thematic
analysis of qualitative interviews to draw fuller conclusions (Gelo, Braakmann and
Benetka, 2008; Patton, 2015). This chapter seeks to analyse the research findings,
through the responses of 52 survey completions and 6 interviews. Accordingly, this
analysis will explore three observed themes, to include social isolation, online
impact, and the support available for both those with neurodiverse characteristics,
and for policing professionals. Due to size limitations, reference will be drawn to the
survey and interview responses held within the dissertation appendix (see Appendix
E and Appendix F respectively), and further conclusions will be drawn within the next
chapter. This chapter aims to achieve objective two of the dissertation, which for
reference is: To investigate and compare the understanding of neurodiversity within
criminal investigations and right-wing extremism amongst numerous policing units in
South Wales. Additionally, this chapter aims to present learning which contributes
towards objective three of the dissertation, which for reference is: To assess any
implications these findings present towards the investigation of those with

neurodiverse characteristics, and the safeguarding of those at risk.
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4.2 Participants

Within the research, a survey was distributed to South Wales Police Response,
Neighbourhood, Criminal Investigation, and Public Protection teams, where 52
responses were received, comprising of 21, 12, 11 and 8 completions respectively.
Participants also ranged across roles of staff members, constables, and sergeants,
where approximately 71% of participants were of constable rank. Additionally, across
six completed interviews, 2 sergeants and 1 constable contributed from both
Response and Criminal Investigation teams. Whilst these factors allowed
contributions from different perspectives, their composition forms a notable feature
within the research. Furthermore, question 6 of the survey showed that 26 and 22
respondents respectively had a moderate or high level of experience investigating
people with neurodiverse conditions, which adds relevance to their contribution.
Conversely, specific to right-wing extremism, question 12 showed approximately
85% of the participants had either no or a low level of experience investigating a
person who displayed indications of a right-wing mindset. Whilst the specialised
nature of the criminality is considered, the data is comparable with literature review
findings that right-wing extremism is disproportionately understudied, and questions
whether the indications did not exist, or whether a lack of awareness reduced

recognition (Knight, 2019; Ahmed and Lynch, 2021).

4.3 Theme One: Social Isolation

Within the research, a theme developed of those with neurodiverse characteristics
experiencing difficulty maintaining social groups and finding belonging. Furthermore,
the research promoted this can build a sense of loneliness and exclusion, which can

create frustration and hatred in compliment of the literature review (Al-Attar, 2020;
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Collins, 2023). This is further supported by question 10 of the survey, where
approximately 81% of participants selected social interaction as a neurodiverse
factor which may form an attraction towards criminal activity. To draw a more
complete view, interviews also detailed a growing presence of neurodiversity within
organised crime groups, and highlighted that criminal leaders are aware of
neurodiverse vulnerability from a social perspective, which they increasingly target
within their recruitment. This discussion is new compared with literature review

findings and opens the potential for additional future research.

4.4 Theme Two: Online Impact

A second research theme is that the internet provides a pathway for people with
neurodiverse characteristics towards criminal engagement. This supports the
literature of technology and communication forming a prolonged focus for terrorist
organisations (Rapoport, 2002). The interviews also discussed how neurodiverse
behaviours, including interest in topics such as history and war draw attraction
towards a wealth of online content, which directly supports the literature findings (Al-
Attar, 2020; Ahmed and Lynch, 2021). Question 10 of the survey strengthens this
area, where curiosity and fascination were selected by approximately 98% of
participants to provide an attraction between neurodiverse factors and criminal
content. Furthermore, qualitative responses within survey question 15 provided
views that COVID-19 promoted online dependency, and increased content exposure.
This data supports the literature review, which highlighted that COVID-19 increased
online presence and the accessibility of extremist content (Behr et al. 2013; Pajunen,
2015; Khan-Ruf, 2021). Survey questions 9 and 11 enhance this theme, where

online search engines were highlighted to provide reinforcement of related content
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with little balance or opposition. Views were also raised that news and media outlets
focus disproportionately on negative and striking media, which inspire those with
neurodiverse characteristics towards crime. Whilst the feedback of online search
engines and media provide new learning, when combined with COVID-19 and
technology factors, the research compliments literature views that conditions exist for

right-wing extremist growth (Velasquez et al. 2021).

4.5 Theme Three: Support and Training

Thirdly, the data frequently highlights the level of neurodiversity training received
within policing and the support available for those with neurodiverse characteristics.
Here, survey questions 3 and 4 showed approximately 88% of respondents felt they
had received either no or a low level of neurodiversity training, in addition to
approximately 90% feeling there was either a low or very low level of neurodiversity
awareness within policing. This is significant considering question 6 of the survey,
which found 92% of participants had a moderate or high level of experience
investigating people with neurodiverse conditions. This data provides new learning
and highlights a requirement for additional training across police departments.
Secondly, these findings link with survey question 5, which found approximately 87%
of respondents feel they are not well equipped to support those with neurodiverse
characteristics within investigation processes. This theme expands when considered
against the qualitative data. Here, feedback was received that punitive police action
was viewed unfavourably, with commentary of high re-offending rates consistent with
the literature review (Colins et al. 2010). Furthermore, continual views showed multi-

agency neurodiversity support is required from a wider perspective, to include
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education and support services for both those at risk of criminal involvement and

those around them, such as family and carers.

4.6 Conclusion

In conclusion, the data provides a balance of literature review confirmation, largely
within the social isolation and online impact themes, and relatively new insight,
predominantly within the support and training theme, which addresses the research
gap. Consequently, this chapter completes the second dissertation objective. The
next dissertation chapter therefore seeks to draw additional conclusions and

implications to further explore the third dissertation objective.
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Chapter 5 - Findings and Conclusion

5.1 Introduction

The previous chapter focussed on the research findings, to include statistics,
themes, and literature review comparisons. This chapter builds upon these
foundations, where broader conclusions will be presented to address the overall
dissertation question. Additionally, this chapter will critically reflect upon the research
project overall, to include observed limitations and a consideration towards where
the findings sit within the broader research picture. First, the following subchapter

begins the discussion with a review of the dissertation objectives.

5.2 Dissertation Objectives

To support a strategic investigation, the dissertation set three specific objectives,
which were:

1. To analyse the existing literature surrounding the radicalisation of those
with neurodiverse characteristics into right-wing extremism, to include any
additional contributing factors.

2. To investigate and compare the understanding of neurodiversity within
criminal investigations and right-wing extremism amongst numerous
policing units in South Wales.

3. To assess any implications these findings present towards the
investigation of those with neurodiverse characteristics, and the

safeguarding of those at risk.
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These areas have been addressed in order, where the first objective was achieved
within the literature review and has formed a frequent reference point throughout.
Next, objective two was completed within the analysis of results chapter, where
research findings were presented to include three prominent observed themes.
Finally, the research findings also raised academic and practical implications, which

will be further explored within this chapter to complete the third objective.

5.3 Main Findings

In addition to the research objectives, this subchapter addresses the dissertation
guestion, which for reference is to investigate the prominence of neurodiversity
within right-wing extremism, and to understand whether people with neurodiverse
characteristics are more vulnerable to radicalisation. To begin this discussion, the
primary research confirmed and strengthened the literature review, which presented
theoretical relationships between neurodiverse characteristics and factors of criminal
behaviour. Here, the survey and interview feedback consistently raised observed
links to include social interaction, theoretical stimulation, and visual appeal, which
shows the connections have been observed within policing in compliment of wider
literature, but from a different viewpoint (Baron-Cohen, 2002; Samson et al. 2012; Al-
Attar, 2020; Ahmed and Lynch, 2021). In combination of the literature review and
primary research, the study has shown that a variety of right-wing extremist factors
can create an appeal for those with neurodiverse characteristics, to include rule and

order, politics, history, and a form of social belonging.

In contrast, the study demonstrates that although neurodiverse draws exist, these

are not exclusive to right-wing ideology, and links occur towards criminal involvement
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more generally. Notably, survey responses showed that participants perceived
neurodiverse vulnerability to be present across criminal involvement more broadly,
on a comparable if not marginally increased level than towards the development of a
right-wing extremist mindset. This led to specific feedback detailed within the
previous chapter of organised crime leaders targeting those with neurodiverse
characteristics within their recruitment. Additionally, earlier consideration of why
some people are attracted deeper into right-wing extremist content whilst others
withdraw could be argued to a wider audience than neurodiversity alone, and forms
a larger opportunity for study. Furthermore, the literature review presented that
senses of injustice and frustration are emotions actively sought by terrorist recruiters
(Collins, 2023). Whilst these feelings create an attraction towards the idolisation of
retaliation, revenge, and the hate messages associated with right-wing extremism,
the emotions are not unique to those with neurodiverse characteristics. Instead,
society more broadly has the potential to develop these feelings, particularly during
times of hardship. These points considered in combination therefore strengthen the
previously highlighted argument of others, where although neurodiverse
characteristics and right-wing factors relate to some extent, it does not mean all
neurodiverse people are vulnerable to right-wing extremist radicalisation (Altier et al.
2017; Al-Attar, 2020). Consequently, this highlights the opportunity for further
research, to better understand the optimal conditions for right-wing radicalisation to

OocCcur.

Finally and most unexpectedly, the research highlighted a severe support and
training gap regarding neurodiversity, both to safeguard those with neurodiverse

characteristics from criminal involvement, and from an investigative perspective
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should criminal engagement occur. Within the primary research, low levels of
neurodiversity training and awareness created a strong theme across the numerous
and varied police departments. Despite this, the research continually provided insight
regarding neurodiverse characteristics which was consistent with wider research.
When combined with research feedback of participants feeling poorly equipped
despite having a high level of experience investigating those with neurodiverse
characteristics, the findings highlight that police training gaps focus towards how to
support neurodiverse people as opposed to how to recognise the indications. This
conclusion links with additional research findings which promote that a solely policing
approach is inadequate to protect those with neurodiverse characteristics from
criminal engagement. Whilst this argument is biased through the contribution of
policing professionals only, views were presented that punitive police action leads to
a frequently visible reoffending picture, which directly compliments the literature
review findings (Rutten et al. 2022). To strengthen this argument, further contribution
was also provided that wider multi-agency strategies are beneficial, to include
education, healthcare, and social services for example. These conclusions are not
without opportunity for further study, however, where the next subchapter will provide
a reflection on the research project overall to assess the strengths and weaknesses

of the findings.

5.4 Research Reflection

The ability to reflect and present limitations within academic study has been
described as a responsibility for researchers, where honesty and openness is
respected and supports future learning (Smithies, 2016; Ross and Zaidi, 2019).

Within this research project, input from policing professionals was chosen to address
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the literature review highlighted research gap, which has been successful to an
extent but has highlighted several additional opportunities. These opportunities will
be further explored in the following recommendations chapter; however, a limitation
of the research has been present within the relatively short timescale and overall
size of the project. Specifically, direct input from Counter Terrorism Policing units
was not possible due to additional vetting and timescale requirements. Whilst this
has been beyond the scope of this study, future research with direct input from
Counter Terrorism Policing professionals would provide additional knowledge

towards right-wing extremism.

5.5 Conclusion

In summary, the dissertation aims and objectives have been addressed, and the
study has provided valuable research towards the wider academic position. Notably,
the research gap has been narrowed through the direct contribution of policing
professionals, where the project has provided a balance of literature review
confirmation, new learning and has also highlighted future opportunities. Having
discussed the overall dissertation conclusions, the next chapter will provide practical
and academic recommendations for how the additional opportunities can be

approached.
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Chapter 6 - Recommendations

6.1 Introduction

The provision of recommendations within academic research has been described as
a strength to support future progress across the broader academic picture, as
opposed to highlighting weaknesses within the current study (Greetham, 2019). The
aim of this chapter is therefore to further explore the opportunities highlighted within
the dissertation, where a balance of academic and practical recommendations will be
detailed. These recommendations will begin with practical suggestions, through
areas of police training and multi-agency strategies, and then lead into more
academic opportunities to include further studies within specialist police departments

and the right-wing radicalisation process.

6.2 Recommendation One: Additional Police Training Towards Neurodiversity

Firstly, a strong theme within the research is that policing professionals require
additional training for how to best support people with neurodiverse characteristics
within an investigation process. A suggestion here is that neurodiversity training
packages should be developed for policing professionals, with regular refresher
sessions to build knowledge and skills. This would enable the acquisition of
fundamental knowledge in what is known to be a developing area of academic study

and allow for best practices to evolve in response to research advances.

6.3 Recommendation Two: Multi-Agency Strategies Towards Neurodiversity Support

The second practical recommendation focusses wider than policing alone, with the

suggestion of improved multi-agency strategies to support those with neurodiverse
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characteristics. Within the study, policing in isolation is shown to be insufficient to
protect those with neurodiverse characteristics from criminal involvement. Instead, a
suggestion is for wider government initiatives to prioritise the area through the
collaboration of education, health, and social care in the direction of prevention-
based support. A specific priority is recommended to be towards online safety for the

individual and their family or support network.

6.4 Recommendation Three: Further Research Within Counter Terrorism Policing

Teams

Direct input from Counter Terrorism Policing units was beyond the scope of this
dissertation; however, the first academic recommendation suggests exactly this
within a larger research format. Whilst this study has presented significant findings,
conclusions, and opportunities from a previously absent policing perspective, future
studies with direct input from Counter Terrorism Policing professionals would enrich
the wider academic picture and provide additional knowledge towards right-wing

extremism.

6.5 Recommendation Four: Further Research Towards Those Radicalised into

Right-Wing Extremism

This study has concluded that not all neurodiverse people are vulnerable to right-
wing radicalisation, where contributing emotions of injustice, the desire for retaliation,
and an attraction towards right-wing ideology are relevant to society more broadly.
The final recommendation is therefore to further explore the optimal factors for right-
wing radicalisation to occur through additional studies that directly involve those who

have been radicalised. Whilst ethical considerations would be required, the literature
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review has highlighted that research with convicted terrorists is achievable under the
correct conditions (Al-Attar, 2020). It is therefore suggested that research involving
those radicalised specifically into right-wing extremism may develop the conclusions
of this dissertation, to further understand the optimal factors that make a person

vulnerable to right-wing radicalisation.

6.6 Conclusion

In conclusion, this chapter has provided both practical and academic
recommendations to enhance the value and contribution this dissertation provides to
the broader research picture. Whilst this confirms the importance of the study overall,
it also brings the research project to a close, with guidance and motivation for future

opportunities.

40



Bibliography

Ahmed, Y. and Lynch, O. (2021) ‘Terrorism Studies and the Far Right - The State of
Play’, Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 36(12), pp. 1-21.

Al-Attar, Z. (2020) ‘Autism spectrum disorders and terrorism: how different features
of autism can contextualise vulnerability and resilience’, The Journal of Forensic
Psychiatry & Psychology, 31(6), pp. 926-949.

Altier, M.B. et al. (2017). ‘Why They Leave: An Analysis of Terrorist Disengagement
Events from Eighty-seven Autobiographical Accounts’, Security Studies, 26(2). pp.
305-332.

Baron-Cohen, S. (2002) ‘The extreme male brain theory of autism’, Trends in
Cognitive Sciences, 6(6), pp. 248-254.

Behr, I. et al. (2013) Radicalisation in the digital era: The use of the internet in 15

cases of terrorism and extremism. Brussels: RAND Europe.

Bell, C. (2023) ‘Neurodiversity in the general practice workforce’, InnovAiT, 16(9), pp.
450-455.

Choy, L.T. (2014) ‘The Strengths and Weaknesses of Research Methodology:
Comparison and Complimentary between Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches’,
IOSR Journal of Humanities and Social Science, 19(4), pp. 99-104.

Colins, O. et al. (2010) ‘Psychiatric Disorders in Detained Male Adolescents: A
Systematic Literature Review’, Canadian Journal of Psychiatry, 55(4), pp. 255-263.

Collins, J. (2023) ‘Mobilising Extremism in Times of Change: Analysing the UK’s Far-

Right Online Content During the Pandemic’, European Journal on Criminal Policy
and Research, 29(3), pp. 355-377.

41



Corner, E., Gill, P. and Mason, O. (2016) ‘Mental Health Disorders and the Terrorist:
A Research Note Probing Selection Effects and Disorder Prevalence’, Studies in
Conflict and Terrorism, 39(6), pp. 560-568.

Counter Terrorism Policing (2021) Latest Home Office statistics reveal 7 late-stage
plots foiled since March 2020. Available at:

https://www.counterterrorism.police.uk/latest-home-office-statistics-reveal-7-late-

stage-plots-foiled-since-march-2020/ (Accessed: 01 November 2023).

Counter Terrorism Policing (2023) Head of Counter Terrorism Policing responds to

CONTEST launch. Available at: https://www.counterterrorism.police.uk/head-of-

counter-terrorism-policing-responds-to-contest-launch/ (Accessed: 23 October
2023).

Craig, F. et al. (2015) ‘Overlap Between Autism Spectrum Disorders and Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder: Searching for Distinctive/Common Clinical Features’,
Autism Research, 8(3), pp. 328-337.

Curnow, E. et al. (2023) ‘Mental health in autistic adults: A rapid review of
prevalence of psychiatric disorders and umbrella review of the effectiveness of
interventions within a neurodiversity informed perspective’, PLOS One, 18(7), pp. 1-
32.

Daniels, J. (2008) ‘Race, Civil Rights, and Hate Speech in the Digital Era’, in Everett,
A. (ed.) Learning Race and Ethnicity. Cambridge: The MIT Press.

Daniels, J. (2009a) ‘Cloaked websites: propaganda, cyber-racism and epistemology
in the digital era’, New Media & Society, 11(5), pp. 659-683.

Daniels, J. (2009b) Cyber racism: White supremacy online and the new attack on

civil rights. Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group.

Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (2024) New definition of

extremism. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/new-definition-

42


https://www.counterterrorism.police.uk/latest-home-office-statistics-reveal-7-late-stage-plots-foiled-since-march-2020/
https://www.counterterrorism.police.uk/latest-home-office-statistics-reveal-7-late-stage-plots-foiled-since-march-2020/
https://www.counterterrorism.police.uk/head-of-counter-terrorism-policing-responds-to-contest-launch/
https://www.counterterrorism.police.uk/head-of-counter-terrorism-policing-responds-to-contest-launch/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/new-definition-of-extremism-2024/new-definition-of-extremism-2024#:~:text=2.-,The%20definition,footnote%205%5D%20of%20others%3B%20or

of-extremism-2024/new-definition-of-extremism-2024#:.~:text=2.-
. The%20definition,footnote%205%5D%200f%200thers%3B%200r (Accessed: 03
April 2024).

Doyle, N. (2020) ‘Neurodiversity at work: A biopsychosocial model and the impact on
working adults’, British Medical Bulletin, 135(1), pp. 108-125.

Drost, E.A. (2011) ‘Validity and reliability in social science research’, Education,

Research and Perspectives, 38(1), pp. 105-123.

Gelo, O., Braakmann, D. and Benetka, G. (2008) ‘Quantitative and Qualitative
Research: Beyond the Debate’, Integrative Psychological & Behavioural Science,
42(3), pp. 266-290.

Gerrand, V. (2022) ‘Communicative channels for pro-social resilience in an age of

polarization’, First Monday, 27(5), pp. 1-16.

Gill, P. et al. (2017) ‘Terrorist Use of the Internet by the Numbers: Quantifying
Behaviours, Patterns, and Processes’, Criminology & Public Policy, 16(1), pp. 99-
117.

Glover, G. (2023) ‘The Challenge of Understanding Terrorism in a New Era of
Threat’, RUSI Journal, 168(4), pp. 1-9.

Greetham, B. (2019) How to Write Your Undergraduate Dissertation. 3 edn.
London: Red Globe Press.

Gruenewald, J., Chermak, S. and Freilich, J.D. (2013) ‘Far-Right Lone Wolf
Homicides in the United States’, Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 36(12), pp. 1005-
1024.

Home Office (2019) Fact sheet: Right-wing terrorism. Available at:
https://homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/2019/09/20/fact-sheet-right-wing-terrorism/
(Accessed: 01 November 2023).

43


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/new-definition-of-extremism-2024/new-definition-of-extremism-2024#:~:text=2.-,The%20definition,footnote%205%5D%20of%20others%3B%20or
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/new-definition-of-extremism-2024/new-definition-of-extremism-2024#:~:text=2.-,The%20definition,footnote%205%5D%20of%20others%3B%20or
https://homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/2019/09/20/fact-sheet-right-wing-terrorism/

Home Office (2023) Independent Review of Prevent. Available at:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-review-of-prevents-report-

and-government-response/independent-review-of-prevent-accessible (Accessed: 03
April 2024).

Home Office (2024) Prevent duty guidance: for England and Wales. Available at:

https://www.qgov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-quidance/prevent-duty-

guidance-for-england-and-wales-accessible (Accessed: 03 April 2024).

Hox, J.J. and Boeije, H.R. (2005) ‘Data Collection, Primary vs. Secondary’,
Encyclopedia of Social Measurement, 1(1), pp. 593-599.

Jupp, J. (2022) ‘From Spiral to Stasis? United Kingdom Counter-Terrorism
Legislation and Extreme Right-Wing Terrorism’, Studies in Conflict and Terrorism,
pp. 1-21.

Kapp, S.K. (2020) Autistic Community and the Neurodiversity Movement: Stories

from the Frontline. 15t edn. Singapore: Springer Nature.

Khan-Ruf, S. (2021) ‘The European Far Right and the COVID-19 Pandemic’, in
Mulhall, J. and Khan-Ruf, S. (ed.) State of Hate: Far-Right Extremism in Europe.
London: Hope Not Hate Charitable Trust.

Knight, S. (2019) An exploration of far-right extremism in the UK today. Available at:
https://www.bps.org.uk/psychologist/exploration-far-right-extremism-uk-today
(Accessed: 23 October 2023).

Laqueur, W. (1999) The New Terrorism: Fanaticism and the Arms of Mass
Destruction. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Mandy, W. (2022) ‘Six ideas about how to address the autism mental health crisis’,
Autism, 26(2), pp. 289-292.

44


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-review-of-prevents-report-and-government-response/independent-review-of-prevent-accessible
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-review-of-prevents-report-and-government-response/independent-review-of-prevent-accessible
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance/prevent-duty-guidance-for-england-and-wales-accessible
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance/prevent-duty-guidance-for-england-and-wales-accessible
https://www.bps.org.uk/psychologist/exploration-far-right-extremism-uk-today

Meyer, D.Z. and Avery, L.M. (2008) ‘Excel as a Qualitative Data Analysis Tool’, Field
Methods, 21(1), pp. 91-112.

Mudde, C. (2014) ‘The Far Right and the European Elections’, Current History,
113(761), pp. 98-103.

Mudde, C. (2017) The Far Right in America. 15t edn. New York: Routledge.

Nouri, L., Lorenzo-Dus, N. and Watkin, A.L. (2021) ‘Impacts of Radical Right Groups
Movements across Social Media Platforms - A Case Study of Changes to Britain
First's Visual Strategy in Its Removal from Facebook to Gab’, Studies in Conflict and

Terrorism, pp. 1-27.

Odag, O., Leiser, A. and Boehnke, K. (2019) ‘Reviewing the Role of the Internet in

Radicalization Processes’, Journal for Deradicalization, 21(1), pp. 261-300.

Pajunen, C. (2015) ‘The lone wolf terrorist: Mechanisms and triggers of a process-
driven radicalization’, Paideia, 2(18), pp. 100-113.

Palermo, M.T. and Bogaerts, S. (2017) ‘Violent Fantasies in Young Men With Autism
Spectrum Disorders: Dangerous or Miserable Misfits? Duty to Protect Whom?’,
International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology, 61(9), pp.
959-974.

Patton, M.Q. (2015) Qualitative Research and Evaluation Methods. 4" edn. Los
Angeles: SAGE.

Rapoport, D.C. (2002) ‘The Four Waves of Rebel Terror and September 11’,
Anthropoetics, 8(1), pp. 1-11.

Rindfleisch, A. et al. (2008) ‘Cross-Sectional versus Longitudinal Survey Research:

Concepts, Findings, and Guidelines’, Journal of Marketing Research, 45(3), pp. 261-
279.

45



Roach, L. (2021) You had me there. Right up to the bit you were racist: A Computer
Mediated Discourse Analysis of Hate and Counter Speech in Social Media.
Published PhD thesis. Cardiff University.

Ross, P.T. and Zaidi, N.L. (2019) ‘Limited by our limitations’, Perspectives on
Medical Education, 8(4), pp. 261-264.

Runswick-Cole, K. (2014) “Us' and 'them": the limits and possibilities of a 'politics of

neurodiversity' in neoliberal times’, Disability & Society, 29(7), pp. 1117-1129.

Rutten, A.X. et al. (2022) ‘Offence type and neurodiversity: A comparison of 12-17-
year-old boys charged with a criminal offence by diagnosis of autism spectrum
disorder, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder or both’, Criminal Behaviour and
Mental Health, 32(6), pp. 404-413.

Samson, F. et al. (2012) ‘Enhanced visual functioning in autism: An ALE meta-

analysis’, Human Brain Mapping, 33(7), pp. 1553-1581.

Saunders, M., Lewis, P. and Thornhill, A. (2016) Research Methods for Business

Students. 7" edn. Essex: Pearson Education Limited.

Schuurman, B. (2020) ‘Research on Terrorism, 2007-2016: A Review of Data,
Methods, and Authorship’, Terrorism and Political Violence, 32(5), pp. 1011-1026.

Scrivens, R and Conway, M. (2019) ‘The roles of ‘old’ and ‘new’ media tools and
technologies in the facilitation of violent extremism and terrorism’, in Leukfeldt, R.

and Holt, T.J. (ed.) The Human Factor of Cybercrime. London: Taylor & Francis.

Scrivens, R. et al. (2021) ‘Examining Online Indicators of Extremism in Violent Right-
Wing Extremist Forums’, Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 46(11), pp. 2149-2173.

Setia, M. (2016) ‘Methodology Series Module 3: Cross-sectional Studies’, Indian
Journal of Dermatology, 61(3), pp. 261-264.

46



Silke, A. (2006) ‘“The Impact of 9/11 on Research on Terrorism’, in Taarnby, M. (ed.)

Mapping Terrorism Research. London: Routledge.

Smithies, D. (2016) ‘Reflection On: On Reflection’, Analysis Reviews, 76(1), pp. 55-
69.

Van Der Does, R. et al. (2021) ‘Does Terrorism Dominate Citizens’ Hearts or Minds?
The Relationship between Fear of Terrorism and Trust in Government’, Terrorism
and Political Violence, 33(6), pp. 1276-1294.

Velasquez, N. et al. (2021) ‘Online hate network spreads malicious COVID-19
content outside the control of individual social media platforms’, Scientific Reports,
11(1), pp. 11549-11549.

Wright, S.A. (2009) ‘Strategic Framing of Racial-Nationalism in North America and

Europe: An Analysis of a Burgeoning Transnational Network’, Terrorism and Political
Violence, 21(2), pp. 189-210.

47



Appendices
Appendix A: Research Proposal

\ PRIFYSGOL CYMRU
Y Drindod Dewi Sant
UNIVERSITY OF WALES
\ Trinity Saint David

SWANSEA - ABERTAWE

UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM

Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin.

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project: Tick
OR

006 word project and on:

NAME: James Balchin STUDENT ID No:
2031212

DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

An investigation into the prominence of neurodiversity within right-wing extremism:

Are people with neurodiverse characteristics more vulnerable to radicalisation?

INTRODUCTION:

The impact of terrorism can lead to national fear, alter public behaviour, and
influence economies, in a powerful reaction which can pass through generations
(Van Der Does et al. 2021). In illustration, despite the perception of many, there
were no fatalities within the United Kingdom (UK) because of terrorism during 2022
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(Counter Terrorism Policing, 2023). A consideration therefore forms towards how
history, stereotypes and fear compare with reality, and how well the risks are truly
understood. Despite the 2022 statistic, deeper analysis of recent terrorist
movement within the UK identifies the growth of right-wing extremist activity, where
referrals in this area to the UK’s counter-terrorism program grew by 36% in 2018
alone, and activity has been particularly prominent within post-industrial

communities (Knight, 2019).

The current level of research towards right-wing extremism is disproportionately
low, however, where between the timeframe of 2001 and 2018, only 6 out of 1846
terrorism articles within the most prominent terrorism journals used primary data to
support their research (Ahmed and Lynch, 2021). Consequently, as the impact of
right-wing extremism grows in media attention, study and understanding of the
contributing factors, particularly of those radicalised by right-wing extremist groups
is lacking and forms the landscape this research project intends to explore.

This research project therefore proposes to investigate the background and
recruitment strategies of right-wing extremist groups, to highlight the prominent
factors. Furthermore, this project intends to investigate behaviours associated with
neurodiverse characteristics, to analyse whether links exist towards criminal
involvement and right-wing radicalisation. Finally, this project intends to explore
current policing awareness of the research findings, to observe any implications
this has towards the investigation of those with neurodiverse characteristics, and to
consider future safeguarding options.

SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES:

The aim of this project is to investigate whether people with neurodiverse
characteristics are vulnerable to right-wing extremist radicalisation. Additionally, the
project aims to understand the policing awareness of the research findings, and to

consider future safeguarding options.
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These aims will be achieved by focussing on the following objectives:

1. To analyse the existing literature surrounding the radicalisation of those with
neurodiverse characteristics into right-wing extremism, to include any
additional contributing factors.

2. To investigate and compare the understanding of neurodiversity within
criminal investigations and right-wing extremism amongst numerous policing
units in South Wales.

3. To assess any implications these findings present towards the investigation
of those with neurodiverse characteristics, and the safeguarding of those at

risk.

LITERATURE REVIEW:

Whilst a research gap exists within right-wing extremism, in comparison with other
forms of terrorist activity, this research project intends to explore the existing
literature in close detail, and potentially branch into areas such as age
demographic, technology impact, incel culture and schooling to analyse the
presence of neurodiversity within criminal involvement and those who are

radicalised, should the avenues be appropriate upon further research.

Since 2001, studies show that approximately 80% of terrorism related studies have
focussed on Jihadi movement, where events such as 9/11 have influenced societal
perception across decades (Silke, 2006). Despite this, deeper exploration has
found that studies specifically focussed on right-wing forms of extremism began in
approximately 2013 which will form the starting point for research within this project
(Schuurman, 2020). From this starting point, it is understood this study will require
extensive reading, with right-wing extremism noted to be complex, challenged by
individual based perpetrators and reduced societal exposure through bias and
stereotypes (Ahmed and Lynch, 2021). Examples of prominent individual based
attacks worldwide exist, however, such as the 2019 attacks in El Paso, Texas and

Christchurch, New Zealand which demonstrate the opportunity to research recent

50




self-radicalised right-wing attacks (Gruenewald, Chermak and Freilich, 2013).
Additionally, despite diversity links appearing sparse on first impression, the UK’s
2023 counter terrorism strategy specifically notes neurodiversity and the enabler of
the internet which opens a starting point for neurodiverse specific research (Glover,
2023).

SUMMARY OF RESEARCH - SURVEY METHOD:

According to the introduction and literature review sections within this proposal,

there is a research gap surrounding the presence of neurodiverse characteristics
within right-wing extremist groups across the UK. This research project therefore
proposes to investigate this area through a detailed literature review, and primary

source qualitative interviews and surveys.

Whilst it is understood that primary quantitative results would provide measurable
and specific statistics, the nature of terrorist activity means ethical concerns may
arise from interaction with offenders, victims, or witnesses. This approach is

therefore not proposed within this research project.

This project instead proposes to complete a detailed analysis of existing literature
to investigate the existence of neurodiversity links. Furthermore, this project
proposes to complete surveys and interviews with numerous policing units in South

Wales to gain insight from the different viewpoints.

The questions within both the interviews and surveys will be written based on the
findings of the literature review, however, it is intended that the questions will focus
on the policing awareness of neurodiverse characteristics, the presence these form
within general criminal involvement, and whether vulnerability is perceived towards
right-wing radicalisation. Consequently, it is predicted that interviews and surveys

across numerous police units will allow for insight to be drawn from different
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perspectives, and further discussion will be available regarding the finding

implications.

SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK:

This research project intends to sample police officers across numerous police
units within South Wales. Here, it is predicted the range will allow for views to be
gained from different perspectives, which is intended to support fuller and more

meaningful research conclusions.

ETHICAL ISSUES

The researcher has considered the ethical implications of the proposed research,
however, there are no anticipated concerns at present. Notably, this project intends
to complete a detailed analysis of current literature from trusted sources, and to
survey police professionals which means there will be no direct interaction of public
suspects, victims, or witnesses. Furthermore, interviews and surveys will be
completed voluntarily and anonymously, where participants will be briefed on the

nature of the research project prior to their involvement.

TIME SCALE:

This research has a clear and defined timeline, where the project is scheduled to
be completed in full by the 8" of April 2024. During this time, the research project is
separated into six modules and submission deadlines to support the researcher,
and the quality of the work competed. Due to the relatively short time scale, thought
has been drawn towards the interview and survey aspects of the project, however,
this is dependent on the findings from the literature review which is due to be
completed by the 6" of November 2023.

Word Count - 1081
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Appendix B: Ethics Form

QI' Cyminu
Q University of Wales PG2 [ E1 FORM

APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

RESEARCH STUDENTS

This form is to be completed by the student within 504 months for full-fime students and TWELVE maonths
for part time students, after the commencement of the research degree or following progression to Part
Two of your courss.

Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD.Doctoral College Portal at (hitps:mytsd uvwisd. ac uk).

This document is also available in Welsh.

RESEARCH STAFF OMLY
All communications relating fo this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to
poressarchi@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title 'Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.

STUDENTS OM UNMDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form
[and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supenvisonmodule leader.

o arder for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. &
researcher may not be covered by the University’'s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained
prior to commencement.

The University follows the CECD Frescati manual definiion of research activity: “creative work undertsken
on 8 systematic basis in order fo increass the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and
society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers aclivities
undertaken by members of stsff, postgraduste research students, smd both taught postgraduate and
undergradusate students working on dissertationsiprojects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal ressarcher”.

Ethicel approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing
within normal educsational reguirements, and literary or aristic criticizm.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Flease see
Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.

SECTICON A: About You (Principal Researcher)

1 Full Mame: James Bsalchin
) . Honorary research
2 Tick all boxes that apphy: Member of staff: O fellow:
Taught Postgraduste Postgraduate

Undergraduate Student = Student O Research Stedent O
3 Institute/Academic University of Wales Trinity 5t Diavid

Discipline/Centre:
4 Campus: Swansea

5 E-mail address: 203121 2@ student. uwisd. ac.uk

A

g Contact Telephone Mumber:
For sfudenis:
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T Situdent Mumber: 2031212

g Programme of Study: Paolicing Science

a Director of Studies/Supervisor: | Jane Davies

SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity

1 Has the res=arch activity received approval in principle?
{please check the Guidance Motes as to the appropriste = NO -
spproval process for different levels of research by different e
categornies of individual)
Date
2 I pmess Diafenis il iz it Research Degrees Commities O

approval (and date where known):
Approval in  prnciple must be | |nstitute Resesrch Committee O
obizined from the relevant source
prior to sesking edhical approval

Other (write in} 7 Supervisor

SECTION C: Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials

Plzeas= list the core ethical guidance documents that hawve been referred to during the completion of
this form {including amy discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of
research ethics, and alsg any specific ethical guidance relating fo the proposed methodology).
Pleas= tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidslines. You may
sdd rows to this table if needed.

UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice E
2 UWTSD Research Data Management Policy E
3 [Lizt any ather refevanf documents hena] (i

SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity

If there are exfernal collaborsiors then you should gain consent from the contact persons fo share their
personal dats with the university. If there are no external collaboreicss then leave this section blank and
continue to section E.

1 Imstitution
2 Contsct person name
3 Contact person e-mail addrass
4 Is your research externally funded? YES m| N u|
] Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship? YES | ND u|
i} Are you specifically employed fo Woluntary YES O MO O
= undertake this ressarch in either a Ermolored
paid or voluntary capacity? mplaye YES O NO |
g Is the res=arch being undertaken If ¥ES then the
within an existing LWTSD &throfa, permission gueastion YES 0 NO 0
Professional Learning Partnership below does not nesd
[APLPY? to be answered.
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g Has permission to undertaks the (If ¥ES attach copy)
rezearch has been provided by the If MO the application YES O NO O
partner orgsnisation? cannot continue

Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation

10

Cizes this organisation have its own ethics approval system? YES (m| N O

If ¥as, please attach a copy of any finel approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this
miay be a copy of an email if appropriate).

SECTION E: Details of Research Activity

An investigation inte the prominence of neurcdiversity within right-wing
1 Indicative fitle: extremism: Are people with newrcdiverse characteristics more vulnerable
to radicalisation?
2 Proposed start data: Q3072023 Proposed end date: 030472024
Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the
points below:
Furpo=e of Rezearch Achivity
Propozed Rezearch Question
Aimz of Rezeanch Activity
Chjectives of Research Acfivify
Demonsirate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explsin
What the rezearch activity will sdd fio the body of kmnowledge
How if sddrezses an ares of imponance.
Purpose of Research Activity
The purpose of this research project is to investigate the prominence of neurodiversity within right-
7 wing extremism and focuses on the specific question of whether those with neurodiverse
characteristics are more wulnerable to right-wing radicalisation. This topic has been chosen to close
an identified research gap and support the wider academic picturs.
Research Question
4 An investigstion into the prominence of neurocdiversity within night-wing exdremizsm: Are people with
neurodiverse charactenstics more vulnerable to radicalisstion?
(this bax should expand as yau typea)
Aims of Research Activity
The aims of this dissertation are to invesfigate the prominence of neurodiversity within right-wing
5 extremism and to answer the specific question of whether those with neurodiverse characteristics

are more vulnerable to right-wing radicalisation.

[this box should expand as you fyp
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Objectives of Research Activity

These aims will be achizved by focussing on the following objectives:

1. To analyse the existing litersture surmounding the radicalisation of those with
neurodiverse characteristics into right-wing extremism, to include any additional
confributing factors.

2. To investigate and compars the understanding of neuradiversity within criminal
investigations and right-wing =xtremism amongst numerous policing wnits in South
Wales.

3. To assess any implications thess findings present towards the investigation of those with
neurcdiverse characteristics, and the safeguarding of those at risk.

Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)

Provide a.bdef suromacg of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear
what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed
spproprigte later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to
justify the methods bars, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary
for you to complete your project.

This project proposes fo complete a detsiled anslysis of existing Mersture to investigate the current
research towsards both right-wing extremism and neurcdiversity. Furthermore, this project proposes
to complete surveys and interviews with numerous policing units in South Wales to gain insight from
the different viewpaoinis.

This will provide primary research and will include both quantitative and qualitative dats which can
be comparad with the terature review findings.

Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take placs.

Surveys will be distributed online to s=veral policing units where participants will be ahble to complets
the sureey remotely. Interviews will also be completed across several policing units however these
are expected to be completed in person, in private locations.

Research activity outside of the LK

If research activity will take place oversesas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical
considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local
guidelines (e.g. from local professional associafions/learned societies/universities) that exist and
whether thess involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide detsils of any
licenses or permissions reguired). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised
by the local context in which the research aciivity is teking place, for example. padiculsc cultural
and'or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of parbcipants. If you live in the country where you will do
the pessarch then please stats this.

M

Mt e

o pEnEnn o W heno
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EXPanl 55 WOL Iypae

10

U=e of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT NO =
publicly svailable?

YES O
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If 3as, please provide detsils here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not
in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the

11 | country in quastion and that of England and Wales.

{this hox showid expsng 55 you ipe)

Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being

of Future Generations (Wales) Act 20157 YES MO
12 | A prosperous Wales O El
13 | A resilient Wales O H
14 | A healthier Wales O El
15 | A more equal Wales O H
18 | A Wales of cohesive communities m| E
1T | A Wales of wibrant culture and thriving Velsh language m| El
18 | A globally responsible Wales m| E
18 | FYES fo any of the above, please give details:

MiA

SECTION F: Scope of Research Activify
Will the research activity include: YES NO

1 Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument? = |
2 Use of interviaws? = |
3 Use of focus groups? O E
4 Use of participant diaries? O E
5 Use of video or audio recording? O E
i U=e of computer-generated log files? O E
T Participant observation with their knowledge? O E
g Participant observation without their knowledge? O E
g Access to personal or confidential informeation without the participants’ specific 0 B
consent?
10 Administration of any questions, test stirnuli, presentation that may be 0 B
expenenced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful [ offensive?
11 | Perormance of any acts which may cause embamassment or affect self-esteem? O E
12 | Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities? O E
13 | Use of procedures that involve decaption? O E
14 | Administration of any substance. agent or placeba? O E
18 | Working with live vertebrate animals? O B
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16 | Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment? m| E

Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection
method(s) below.
Detsils of any other primary dats collection method:

(this box should expand as you type)
If MO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically]) low risk and may b= exempt from some of the
following secfions (please refer to Guidance Motes).

If YES to any gquestion, then no research activity should be undertaken wuntil full ethical spproval has besn
obtained.

SECTION G: Intended Participants

If there are no paricipants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

Who are the intended participants:

YES ND
1 | Students or staff at the University? O E
2 | Adulis (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)? bl [
3 | Vulnerable adults? 0O E
4 Children and %Young People under the age of 187 (Consent from Parent. Carer or - ®
Guardian will be required)
5 | Prisoners? 0O E
G | Young offenders? m| EH
P Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with - g
the invesiigator or a gatekesper?
8 | People engaged in ilegal activities? | EH

Others. Flease indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who
8 | may b= unable to give consent.

Details of any other participant groups: O =

Participant numbers and source
Provide an esfimate of the expected number of paricipanis. How will you identify paricipants and
how will they be recruited?

The anficipated volume of paricipants is fifty, howewver no
research activity has commenced at present, in line with the
guidance within this form.

How many participants are
10 | expected?

This research project intends to send a survey to several police
units within South Wales, fo include Response, Criminal
Invesfigation and Neighbourhood teams to gain insight from
different perspectives. The research project slso intends to

11 Who will the paricipants be?
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complete interviews within the same feams to draw fuller
conclusions.
i How will you identify the F;:lr;in:ip_atinrll wiI_I :E :ﬁlu ntar:..r an-'_l'l Ennr‘q;mm:;. from policing
participants? professionals within the previcusly noted units.
Information for participants:
YES NO NIA
13 Will you describe the main research procedures fo paricipants in = O O
gdvance, so that they are informed sbout what to expect™
14 | Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary? = m| m|
15 | Will you cbiain written consent for parficipation? = m| m|
16 Will you explain o participants that refusal to participate in the = . 0
research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
17 If the research is observational, will you ask paricipants for their O o =
consent to being obsered?
15 Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the res=arch at = . 0
any time and for any reason?
19 With guestionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting = O O
guestions they do not want to answer?
a0 Will you tell participants that their data will be trested with full = . 0
confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifisble as theirs?
24 Will you debrief pariicipants af the end of their participation. in 2 way = . 0
sppropriate to the type of research undertaken?
22 | If M2 to any of above guestions, please give an explanation
MA
Information for participants: YES NO NIA
24 | Will participants be paid? | b O
25 | I= specialist electrical or other eguipment to be used with participanis? | | |
o Are there any financial or other interests fo the investigator or o = O
Lniversity arising from this study?
o7 Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in O 7 0
any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
28 | IFYES to any guestion, please provide full details
MUA

SECTION H: Anticipated Risks
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DOwutline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the
researchers andlor the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them.

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as reguired by a laborstory, or external
research collaborator) you may append that to this form.

Yes |
Mo H

1 | Full risk assessment completed and appended?

Risks to participants
2 | For example: sector-specific hesalth & safety. emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm,
transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

Risk to paricipants: TRV oL Wi UG ae e FISK [0 Parncpanis.
Given the potential emofional topic of This research project will only interview and

radicalisation, exiremizm and terrorism, there is | Survey policing professionals where there are
a potential emotional impact however gquestions no anficipated health and safety, financial

posed will only be towsards police constables. disclosure, physical harm, personal data, or
confidential information impacts. The nature of
o shownd expand a5 you fype the research project will ke fully explained prior

to participants involvement, and all elements
within section & of this form will be comgplied
with.

o e mE e f
SN0 SXnsnd 55 you ype

If research activity may include sensifive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexusl activity,
drug use) or issues likely to disclose imformation reguiring further action {2.g. criminal activity), give
details of the procedures to deal with these issues, induding any support’advice (e.g. helpline
nurmbers) to be offered to parficipants. Mote that where applicable, consent procedures should
make it chear that if something potentially or actuslly illegsl is discovered in the course of & project.
it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

This research project does not anticipate tesceplors any sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics
towards the participant. Similary, this research project does not anticipate togain disclosures of
activity which would require any further action.

T S
SO EXOEN 85 o [ype

Risks to the invesliz.l.tm.
4 | For example: personal heslth & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of
harm/impropriety, conflict of interast

Risk to the inuegﬁgatnn Fawy ol Wy m'.'ﬁa.E TRE risk 10 f.'lE.'.ﬂ'."E‘S.EEI‘I:I.’.'

Similar ta the risk of emotional impact towards The researcher has already completed =
the research participants, the investigator is glso | welcome session with their research supervisor,
at risk of emotional distress due to the nature of | Where support will be discussed if relevant st

radicalisation, extramism and terrorism. any fime during the project.
5 | Universitylinstitutional risks —
For example: sdverse publicity, financial loss, deta protection
Risk to the University: OV oUWl migale The sk [0 (e LNVErshy.
The reguiremant to uphold the expectad The researcher will ensure they maintzin
standards and reputation of the university. professional standards, comply with the contesd
of this form, and seek guidance from their
o shouid expand a5 you ype supervisor regarding any quenes to ensure the
standards and reputation of the university.
& Environmental risks -

For example: sccidental spillage of pollutants, damage to locel ecosystems
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Risk to the environment: TFROW yOU Wi TUDgEre 108 M5k 10 EnViTCrment.

There are no anticipated physical environmental | The guidance and context of this form will b=

risks within this research project. with the project | maintsined throughout.
being based on Itersture reviews. and collecting
the views of policing professionals.

EXTLE =

[R— i s e Fn
SO EXETE 85 JOU Iype

menmn 5 -
LOX SO EX0ET 55 YOU [ype

Disclosure and Barring Service

If the research aclivity inwolwes children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure
and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any YES NO MNiA
contact with such paricipants.

7 | Does your research require you to hold a cument DBS Cerificate? [ | i (m|
If VES, please give the cerlificate number. If the certificate number is not

2 | ewsilabls please write "Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be

subject to providing the appropriste cerificate number.

SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

1

Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when?

Prior to any person’s decision of whether they wish to participate they will be provided an
explanation of the research project. Additionally, following sl participant completions a de-brief will
be provided and my detsils provided should they hawve any future concems.

e R s o
Oox Sholnd EXpsng 55 Jou Iype

Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is
inwohsed in participating. Describe the arrangements for paricipants to provide full consent before
dats collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate. explain how consent will be
obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

The researcher will discuss and review with their superdisor the participation consent form prior to
commencing any research aclivity, to ensure the reguired expectations are captured, and that the
participants are well informed. This will inclede the provisions of sufficient information to allow for 2l
participants to make a frue and informed decision an their consent to be involved within the
research project. Consent will be recorded wvia the consent form which will be signed either in
person or electronically. Additicnally, all pericipants will be informed of their right to withdraw their
confribution.

e R penm .y
QLD EXPETNT 55 YOU Iype

Confidentiality | Anonymity
Set out how amonymity of paricipants and confidentizlity will be ensured in any cutputs. If
anonymity is not being offered, axplain why this is the cass.

All imterviews and questionnaires will be recorded anonymously, whereby no personal details or
identifizrs will be gained during the process.

BXTLS e

. " o e i P
QOX STOURD EXAETE 85 POU Iype

SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage
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Cioes the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General
Ciata Protection Regulstion 2016 "G0OFR" and the Dats Protection Act 2018 YES NO
“DFAT?

‘Personal data” means any information relsfing to an identifed or identiiable
nafural perzon (dafa subject’). An idenfitable natural per=on iz one wio can
be identiied, directly or indirectly, in particulas by reference fo an identiier

1 | zuch a= 8 name, an identificafion number, locafion datfs, an online identifier or | i)
fo one or move factors specific fo the phyzical, physiological, genetic, menfal,
economic, culfurs! or social identily of fthat natural perscn. Any video or sudio
recordings of pariicipanis & considessd foie personal dafa.
IfYES, provide a descrption of the data and explain why this dats needs to be collected:
9 MUA
Cipes it involve special category data (as defined by the GOFPR)? YES NO
“Special category data’ means Sensine personal 0ata consisieg of Momaion a5
fo the dafs subjects —
(2} racial or ethmic onigin,
(B} potibical opinions,
[z ) refigious belefs or other beliefs of 8 similar nafure,
3 | (d) membership of 5 frade union [within the mezning of the Trade Union and Labour m| |
Feiabions [Consalidation) Act 1992,
(e} physical or mental hesith or condifion,
(1 sexual e,
(g} genstics,
(R} biomefric data (a5 used for ID purposes),
IfYES, provide a descrption of the special category dats and explain why this data needs to be
collzcted:
’ MA
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or | YES NOD
materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
5 | Manual files (i.e. in paper form}? O &
& | University computers? O H
T | Privaie company computers? = a
& | Home or other personzl computers? | =
8 | Leptop computers! COs/ Portable disk-drives! memory sticks? ot O
10 | “Cloud” storage or websites? O g
11 Other — specify: . =
For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the secunty of the dats collected, data
12 | confidentiality, incleding details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption,

snonymisation and pseudomyrmisation:

All gained data throwghowt this research project will be saved on secure password and virus
protected computer systems. Backup systems will be via policing systems due to the researcher's
profession.
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%l.: rersit PG2/ E1 FORM

Data Protection

Will the research activity Involve any of the following activities: YES NO
13 | Electronic transfer of datz in any form? 0 A
Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research
14 | H
team?
15 | Sharing of data with other organisations? | H
16 | Export of data cutside the UK or importing of data from ocutside the UK? | il
17 | Use of personal addresses, posicodes, faxes, gmails or telephone numbers? O =
18 | Publication of data that might allow identification of individusls? | il
18 | U=e of data management system? O =
20 | Data archiving? | il
If YES to any gquestion, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in
21 | sccordance with the GOPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents,
where appropriate):
MiA
22 | List all who will heve access to the data generated by the reseanch activity:
Only the researcher.
] L|5l whc- 'I.I.II||-h-EI'\.-"é é:-nhfnl--;f- and act as custodian(s) for, dats generated by the research activity:
Only the researcher.
Gnne dEt-EII|5--I:I; IZ;El-iEI.- 5lu::ra-ge arrangements, including secunty measures in place fo protect the data,
24 | where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived — if 50 how and if
not wige ned.
All datz will be stored on a pelce issued laptop, which is password protected and includes anti-virus
software. The data gained will only be held during the timeframe of the research project and will be
destroyed immediately upon completion due to there being no requirerment for retention.
a5 F'Iease |n-:||-:a1se rfj.rc-ur.dats.: '|'|'I|| be stored in the UWWTSD Resesarch Data Repository [see
https:researchdsta uwtsd.ac ukl | If 5o please explain. (Most relevant fo scademic staff)
MiA
Cﬂnﬁrrn tha‘t-}:cn-J-h;'.re IE:EIIj the UWVTSD guidance on data management {ses
26 hittpseeerw. uwisd ac. ukilibranyresearch-dats-management'} YES ®
Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your
27 | reszarch has completed or the end of your funding YES =
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%L- versity of Wa PG2 | E1 FORM

SECTION K: Declaration

The information which | have prowided is comect and complete to the best of my knowledge. | hawe
sttempted to identify any risks and issues relsted to the research activity and acknowledge my
obligations and the rights of the participants.

Im submitting this spplication | hereby confirm that | underake to ensure that the abowve named
research sctivity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is

published on the website: https:fwww uwisd ac.ukiresearchireseanch-ethics!

Date: 2710823
1 | Signature of applicant: - } 4
For STUDENT Submissions:
5 Director of Date:
Studies/Supendisor:
3 Signature:
For STAFF Submissions:
4 Academic Director’ Assistant Diate:
Dean:
5 Signature:

Checklist: Please complete the checkdist below to ensure that you have completed the form according fo the
guidelines and attached any required documentation:

& | | have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

| | have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

& | | confirm that the research acfivity has recsived approval in principle

O | | have attached a copy of finalfinterim approval from external orgenisation (where appropriate)

o | have sttached a full sk assessment (where appropriate] ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE
ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

= | understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the sbows narmed research activity will mest
the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.
| understand that before commencing data collecfion all documents aimed at respondents

B | {including information sheets, consant forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.} must be
confirmed by the DoS5/Superdsor, medule tutor or Academic Director.

RESEARCH STUDENTS OMLY
Once complate, submit this form via the My TS50 Doctoral College Portal at (hitps:frmytsd vwtsd ac wk).

RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All cormunications relating fo this application during its processing must be in writing and emsiled to
poresearchifuwisd ac.uk , with the title 'Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.

STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form
{and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supenvison medule leader.
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Appendix C: Survey Design

Survey Question

Relation to Literature

Review

1. What policing unit do you currently work within?

To support the

a. Response understanding of views from
b. Neighbourhood Policing different perspectives

C. CID

d. Public Protection Unit

e. Other

2. What is your current policing rank/role? To support the

a. Police Staff understanding of views from
b. Constable different perspectives

C. Sergeant

d. Inspector

e. Other

a
b.
c
d

e.

3. Using the below scale, please indicate the level
of neurodiversity related training you feel you have

received within your policing career.

None

A low level

A moderate level
A high level

A very high level

Comparison with literature
which finds neurodiversity to
be a growing area of
research (Bell, 2023).

a.
b.
c
d

e.

4. What do you think the current level of
understanding is within policing towards those with

neurodiverse characteristics?

A very low level
A low level

A moderate level
A high level

A very high level

Comparison with literature
which finds neurodiversity to
be a growing area of
research (Ahmed and
Lynch, 2021).

5. To what extent to you agree or disagree with the

following statement — ‘Police officers and staff are

Comparison with literature

which finds neurodiversity to
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well equipped to support those with neurodiverse

characteristics who are involved within

investigations’

a.
b.
C.
d.

e.

Strongly disagree
Disagree

Neither agree nor disagree
Agree

Strongly agree

be a growing area of
research (Bell, 2023).

6. Within your job role, what level of experience do

you have of investigating a person with

neurodiverse characteristics?

a.
b.
C.
d.

None

A low level

A moderate level
A high level

Comparison with literature
which finds 15-20% of the
UK population live with a
neurodiverse condition
(Doyle, 2020).

7. Within your job role and experience, what

percentage of subjects/suspects do you believe

demonstrate neurodiverse characteristics?

a
b.
c
d

e.

0%-20%
21%-40%
41%-60%
61%-80%
81%-100%

Comparison with literature
which finds 15-20% of the
UK population live with a
neurodiverse condition
(Doyle, 2020).

8. Do you feel people with neurodiverse

characteristics have any level of vulnerability to

criminal behaviour?

a.

b
C.
d

None
A low level of vulnerability
A moderate level of vulnerability

A high level of vulnerability

Comparison with literature
which finds children
diagnosed with ADHD have
a higher likelihood to offend
(Colins et al. 2010).
Additionally, children with
ADHD are found to have a
lower first arrest age, and an
increased likelihood to re-
offend (Rutten et al. 2022).
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9. Can you please provide any context regarding

your previous response?

Comparison with literature
which finds children
diagnosed with ADHD have
a higher likelihood to offend
(Colins et al. 2010).
Additionally, children with
ADHD are found to have a
lower first arrest age, and an
increased likelihood to re-
offend (Rutten et al. 2022).

10. Do you feel any of the below factors may form

an attraction between neurodiverse characteristics

and criminal activity? Please select all which apply.

a. Social interaction
b. Visual stimulation
C. Theoretical stimulation (politics, world

events etc)

d. Curiosity and fascination
e. Mental health

f. Other

g. None

Comparison with literature in
the form of push and pull
factors (Al-Attar, 2020).

11. Can you please provide any context regarding

your previous response?

Comparison with literature in
the form of push and pull
factors (Al-Attar, 2020).

12. Within your job role, do you have any level of
experience investigating a person (for any offence)

who displayed indications of a right-wing mindset?

a. None

b A low level

C. A moderate level
d A high level

To support the
understanding of views from

different perspectives
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13. How prevalent/common do you think
neurodiverse characteristics are within those who
develop a right-wing mindset?

Not present at all

Very rare

Moderately present

a

b

C. Rare
d

e Common
f.

Very common

Comparison with literature
which finds 15-20% of the
UK population live with a
neurodiverse condition
(Doyle, 2020).

14. Do you feel people with neurodiverse
characteristics have any level of vulnerability

towards developing a right-wing mindset?

a. None
b. A low level of vulnerability
C. A moderate level of vulnerability

d. A high level of vulnerability

Comparison with literature
which promotes that despite
common factors,
vulnerability to radicalisation
is not proven (Altier et al.
2017).

15. Can you please provide any context regarding

your previous response?

Comparison with literature
which promotes that
although characteristic
similarities may exist,
vulnerability to radicalisation
is not proven (Altier et al.
2017).

16. Can you suggest any improvements which you
feel may safeguard those with neurodiverse

characteristics from criminal involvement?

To explore implications
which may currently exist, in
support of objective three for

the dissertation.
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Appendix D: Interview Design

Interview Question

Relation to Literature Review

What policing unit and rank do you currently work

within?

To support the understanding
of views from different

perspectives

What are your views towards the level of training

you have received regarding neurodiversity?

Comparison with literature
which finds neurodiversity to
be a growing area of
research (Bell, 2023).

Within your job role and experience, what
percentage of subjects/suspects do you believe
demonstrate neurodiverse characteristics, and do
you feel this creates any level of vulnerability to

criminal behaviour?

Comparison with literature
which finds 15-20% of the UK
population live with a
neurodiverse condition
(Doyle, 2020).

Comparison with literature
which finds children
diagnosed with ADHD have a
higher likelihood to offend
(Colins et al. 2010).
Additionally, children with
ADHD are found to have a
lower first arrest age, and an
increased likelihood to re-
offend (Rutten et al. 2022).

Do you feel any particular factors may form an
attraction between neurodiverse characteristics
and criminal activity? (For example social
interaction, visual stimulation, theoretical
stimulation, curiosity and fascination, mental
health etc).

Comparison with literature in
the form of push and pull
factors (Al-Attar, 2020).
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How prevalent/common do you think
neurodiverse characteristics are within those who

develop a right-wing mindset?

Comparison with literature
which finds 15-20% of the UK
population live with a
neurodiverse condition
(Doyle, 2020).

Can you suggest any improvements which you
feel may safeguard those with neurodiverse

characteristics from right-wing extremism?

To explore implications which
may currently exist, in
support of objective three for
the dissertation.
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Appendix E: Survey Results

1. What policing unit do you currently work within?

More Details

. Response 21
. Neighbeurhood Policing 12
® co 11
. Public Protection Unit 8
® Other 0

2. What is your current policing rank/role?

@ rolice staff 3
Constable 37
Sergeant 9

More Details

Inspector 0

Other 0

3. Using the below scale, please indicate the level of neurodiversity related training you feel you have received
within your policing career.

More Details

. None 21
® Alowlevel 25
. A moderate level 3
@ Anighlevel 0
. Avery high lavel 0

4. What do you think the current level of understanding is within policing towards those with neurodiverse
characteristics?

More Details

. Avery low level 21
® Alowlevel 26
. A moderate level 5
@ :high level 0
. Avery high level 0
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5. To what extent to you agree or disagree with the following statement — 'Police officers and staff are well
equipped to support those with neurodiverse characteristics who are involved within investigations’

More Details 1 Insights

. Strongly disagree 20

Disagree 25
Meither agree nor disagres 7
Agree 0
Strongly agree 0

6. Within your job role, what level of experience do you have of investigating a person with neurodiverse
characteristics?

More Details £ Insights

. None 1 ’
. Alow level 3

. A moderate lavel 26

@ ~high level 22

7. Within your job role and experience, what percentage of subjects/suspects do you believe demonstrate
neurodiverse characteristics?

More Details

® 0%-20% 1
® 21%-40% 20
® 41%-60% 26
® c1%-80% 5
® s1%-100% 0

8. Do you feel people with neurodiverse characteristics have any level of vulnerability to criminal involvement?

More Details
. None 0
. A low level of vulnerability 1

. A moderate level of vulnerability 15

. A high level of vulnerability 35
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9. Can you please provide any context regarding your previous response?

ID Responses

| believe neurodiverse persons are vulnerable to be influenced and exploited by
others.

Neurodiversity can increase feelings of loneliness, feeling excluded, marginalised
and disenfranchised

I think social exclusion, and a struggle to form relationships can lead to
3 neurodiverse people being influenced by others, and drawn into criminal activity
on the influence of others

It is becoming more visible that persons with neurodiverse characteristics are re-
4 offending, and it seems punitive measures are not a deterrant against future
offending
5 Neurodiverse traits are becoming more visible and common within offenders

The news, and constant negative messaging can have an additional impact on
those who are neurodiverse. Here, it is plausible that continual news, and

6 - : . : - .
messages of war, conflict, and crime, can lead to an increasing unhappiness in the
world for neurodiverse people should they become fixated on these messages.

7 Lack of support and opportunity can lead to underachievement, and a sense of
unfairness, which can add a level of vulnerability to turning towards crime

8 Neurodiverse children for example are proven to be more at risk of offending, and

at a younger age. This is becoming a more visible factor within my line of work.
| believe that people who have neurodiverse characteristics indicate certain

9  vulnerabilities which can be exploited by perpetrators more easily than those who
do not

10. Do you feel any of the below factors may form an attraction between neurodiverse characteristics and
criminal activity? Please select all which apply.

More Details

. Social interaction 42

o

Wisual stimulation 3

Theoretical stimulation (politics, ... 4
Curiosity and fascination 51 30
Mental health 40
20
Other 10
10
Mone 0 .
0

IS
=1
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11. Can you please provide any context regarding your previous response?

ID Name

Responses

1 anonymous

2 anonymous

3 anonymous

4 anonymous

Neurodiverse people can hyper focus on areas, and learn about them to a great
extend. This can be triggered by curiosity, history, visual interest, and a desire to
fit in socially

| feel negative messaging and continual conflicts in society have been more
visible and sustained since covid. There appears to be less balance, and good
views to outweigh the bad.

A feeling of injustice, and dissatisfaction with life can impact mental health

Neurodiverse persons can often be infatuated with content and visual stimulation,
eras, etc..

12. Within your job role, do you have any level of experience investigating a person (for any offence) who
displayed indications of a right-wing mindset?

More Details Q Insights

. MNone

. Alow level
. A moderate level

. A high level

24

20

13. How prevalent/common do you think neurodiverse characteristics are within those who develop a right-

wing mindset?

More Details Q Insights

Mot present at all
Very rare

Rare

Moderately present

Common

Very common

30
0 25
0

20
1

15
15
8 5

0 I

14. Do you feel people with neurodiverse characteristics have any level of vulnerability towards developing a

right-wing mindset?

More Details Q Insights

. No level of vulnerability
. A low level of vulnerability
. A moderate level of vulnerability 21

. A high level of vulnerability 30

0

1
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15. Can you please provide any context regarding your previous response?

ID Name

Responses

1 anonymous

2 anonymous

3 anonymous

4 anonymous

5 anonymous

6 anonymous

7 anonymous

8 anonymous

Neurodiversity can make a person vulnerable. Vulnerability increases exposure
and likelihood of radicalisation - thereby being fertile targets for extreme right-
wing political ideology, rhetoric and propaganda, resulting in the possibility of
involvement in terrorism-related activities.

I do not think a neurodiverse person is more vulnerable to right-wing related
crime or thoughts than any other forms of crime. | think however that should a
neuordiverse person come across right-wing extremist content, they are
vulnerable to falling deeper into the content.

In my experience, a neurodiverse person can become infatuated with topics which
interest them. | can see how this could form an attraction to far-right messages

I think struggles to socialise and find a supportive group may lead to neurodiverse
people to find their meaning online more, and leave them increasingly exposed to
negative messages, which | feel could lead to hatred.

Again, since covid, online dependance has increased, which is a large and
common source of negativity

The feeling of isolation and being neglected by society could lead someone to
rebel against normal ways of life.

When socialising and networking, a neurodiverse person may be less aware of the
intentention of others. Neurodivers persons can also be attracted towards, and
fixated on topics of crime, war, history, and violence, which can lead them into
criminal groups.

Neurodiversity can make a person vulnerable. Vulnerability increases exposure
and likelihood of radicalisation. Neurodiversity can increase feelings of
loneliness, feeling excluded, marginalised and disenfranchised - thereby being
fertile targets for extreme right-wing political ideology, rhetoric and propaganda,
resulting in the possibility of involvement in terrorism-related activities.
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16. Can you suggest any improvements which you feel may safeguard those with
neurodiverse characteristics from criminal involvement?

ID

Name

Responses

10

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

Better education regarding online safety as | feel a lot of the messages may be
available via the internet

Improvements in mental health support services

A Stalin-esque re-education programme to indoctrinate vulnerable people into
left-wing democratic liberal ideology. Alternatively, the media (including
television, films and written material) are undergoing a social justice campaign
which focuses on advancing the interests and rights of groups who are not white,
male or Christian/non-religious. This, it could be argued, results in the
marginalisation of young white men. Political ideology such as white privilege
and critical race theory, increases the sense of isolation and exclusion, especially
when said privilege is not apparent in a person's life. A neurodiverse individual
may seek out a sense of belonging as a result, and find it amongst extreme right-
wing groups. This is a noticeable change of social and media narrative and can be
directly correlated with extreme right-wing acts, many of the persons involved
being young white men. A change in this narrative to one of universal inclusion
may have a noticeable impact on the radicalisation of marginalised groups,
particularly those with neurodiversity-related vulnerabilities.

| think schooling and education has a large part to play. As previously stated
punishment may not be the most effective approach and therefore | believe in
early intervention and education.

I think a joint approach is needed where education for both children and their
parents is needed.

More education for parents in both online security, and how to support balanced
views through childhood.

Early education, early recognition of neurodiverse conditions, and better support
to follow

The only way | see neurodiverse offenders dealt with at present is via the criminal
justice system, which arguably is not the best level of support. | am not aware of
many neurodiverse specific support networks and it feels there is a big opporunity
within supporting agencies.

Further support and safeguarding online content with persons who suffer with
neurodiverse tendencies.

Early intervention from mental health service and prevention services
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Appendix F: Interview Responses

01 - What policing unit and rank do you currently work within?

P1 — Constable, Response

P2 — Sergeant, Response

P3 — Sergeant, Response

P4 — Sergeant, Criminal Investigation
P5 — Constable, Criminal Investigation

P6 — Sergeant, Criminal Investigation

02 - What are your views towards the level of training you have received regarding
neurodiversity?

P1 — 1 do not remember receiving any training that has been about neurodiversity.
The only training | have had similar was about mental health, but | know the two
are very different.

P2 — Throughout my experience, neurodiversity has only been talked about in
recent years. This has been more professional discussions amongst colleagues, or
how to support neurodivergent employees though, and not so much about
members of the public.

P3 — I think this is an area which needs a lot more focus for frontline policing. The
amount of people we deal with who display neurodiverse traits | would say is high
and we have little training on how to best support them.

P4 — 1 think it has been poor compared with the amount of neurodivergeant people
we interact with.

P5 — | do not think | have had any training that has been specifically about
neurodiversity. Within custody there are some processes such as appropriate
adults to help with the interview for example, but | think more specialised training
would be really helpful.

P6 — I think extra training is needed both within frontline policing and more
specialist departments.

03 - Within your job role and experience, what percentage of subjects/suspects do
you believe demonstrate neurodiverse characteristics, and do you feel this creates
any level of vulnerability to criminal behaviour?

P1 — I don’t know what percentage of the population in general are diagnosed with
a neurodiverse condition but it seems like my interaction with offenders who show
signs of being neurodiverse is on a very regular, possibly daily, basis.
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P2 — | can see patterns within our response workload with a noticeable amount of
suspects who are neurodivergent. It is also very noticeable how a lot of repeat
offenders show signs of neurodiverse conditions, such as autism and ADHD.

P3 — | would say there is a high level of vulnerability to criminal activity. | would say
about half of the suspects | have dealt with recently demonstrate some kind of
neurodiverse behaviour.

P4 — To place a percentage would be difficult for me to guess, | imagine custody
records would be the most accurate way of finding that out. | would however say
that vulnerability to being involved in crime is clear.

P5 — About one in three people would be my estimation. From my point of view, |
would also say that a lot of the repeat offenders show signs they are
neurodivergent, and it seems like they struggle to receive the support they need to
break their cycle.

P6 — I think there is a high level of vulnerability. Historically we have seen other
vulnerabilities within society exploited to commit crime, and | think we will or have
seen the same for some people who are neurodivergent.

04 - Do you feel any particular factors may form an attraction between
neurodiverse characteristics and criminal activity? (For example social interaction,
visual stimulation, theoretical stimulation, curiosity and fascination, mental health

etc).

P1 — All of the above to be honest. | am not an expert with neurodiversity but | can
see how all can be a factor.

P2 — | feel like a difficulty fitting in and forming relationships is the root for some
people. If that happens it seems like neurodiverse people start falling in with the
wrong crowd and they struggle to break away from it.

P3 — I think all of those factors link in with each other, combined with social media
and the internet in general. The online world | think has a large part to play
particularly with the curiosity element. It is easy to envisage that someone can
become obsessed with online content, which can easily link into criminal type
content, and how the nature of search engines can just keep someone spiralling
further and further. The same could be said for the continual promotion of negative
news and media.

P4 — A difficulty with social interaction I think is a large factor. We see many
instances where someone has a very limited support group, sometimes no one at
all.

P5 — All of those areas are relevant. | think each of those factors have the ability to
link with each other and ultimately guide someone down the crime route.
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P6 — The social and mental health side is a big factor for me. | have seen
instances where neurodivergent people have been quite isolated from friendship
groups and exploited by crime groups. | would say this is increasingly visible and it
seems crime groups are praying on neurodiverse people more and more.

05 - How prevalent/common do you think neurodiverse characteristics are within
those who develop a right-wing mindset?

P1 — I don’t really have a lot of experience dealing with someone who blatantly
displayed a right-wing mindset. From my knowledge of the area though | can see
how some right-wing messages may attract people who are neurodiverse.

P2 — The right-wing topic is a very interesting one. On response we don’t tend to
see this too much however with my knowledge of the area, from news and
reading, | image it would be quite common for people with neurodiverse conditions
to be interested with researching the topics, such as history and war.

P3 — | can see how right-wing messages could attract people who are
neurodiverse. As | mentioned earlier regarding the internet, | can easily see how
right-wing messages and content could be interesting for someone who is
neurodiverse, and | think the development of right-wing support could be common.

P4 — This is a difficult one to answer without knowing the exact statistics. | can
understand why right-wing messages could be appealing to neurodiverse people,
but | think other criminal content could be also.

P5 — I think this would be common. | have not had any direct experience
investigating right-wing based crimes, but what | do know of the area is it is very
direct and rule driven. | think topics of war and history could also be an attraction.

P6 — With the right-wing, | think it could be appealing to someone with
neurodiverse conditions yes, but | also think this is the same for other wrong paths
that someone could fall down.

Q6 - Can you suggest any improvements which you feel may safequard those with
neurodiverse characteristics from right-wing extremism?

P1 — A lot more training for police officers who deal with neurodiverse conditions.
On response for example we regularly have interactions with those who are
neurodiverse, and we might be able to support them better to stop any escalation.

P2 — | certainly don’t think policing on its own is the answer. | mentioned earlier
about repeat offenders and it is clear that the criminal justice system is not the best
means. There needs to be a better multi-agency support approach to stop
offending early on.

P3 — The online world | think needs a lot more attention. People are able to delve
deeper and deeper into which ever topics they wish, which search engines
continue to feed. This is less of a problem when healthy material is the content, but
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it is easy to see how some people may become trapped in an unhealthy spiral,
especially with right-wing topics like war, militaries, violence and hatred.

P4 — Where | have been aware of neurodiverse offenders the most so far is within
the youth, specifically the teenage age range. | think education and family support
is where investment should be given to support and steer them away from a
criminal adulthood.

P5 — I think a lot more training is required, so we can support and deal with people
who are neurodiverse more fairly, and to their needs.

P6 — The wider support structure outside of policing needs addressing. By this |
mean everything from schooling, social services, family support, and healthcare
needs a joined up approach to support people who are neurodiverse better.
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