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Abstract 

 

This dissertation investigates the prominence of neurodiversity within right-wing 

extremism and answers the specific question of whether those with neurodiverse 

characteristics are more vulnerable to right-wing radicalisation. Based on a detailed 

review of the existing literature towards both right-wing extremism and 

neurodiversity, a research gap was identified in the form of primary research from 

those who criminally investigate people with neurodiverse characteristics. 

To address this academic gap, the research project was designed to include a 

survey across numerous policing units within the South Wales area, including 

Response, Neighbourhood, Criminal Investigation, and Public Protection teams, to 

gain insight from different perspectives. Furthermore, interviews were completed with 

policing professionals within Response and Criminal Investigation teams to provide a 

balance of quantitative and qualitative results and draw fuller conclusions. 

The findings from this research provided a balance of literature review confirmation 

and new learning. Within this, it was found that a variety of right-wing extremist 

factors can create an appeal for those with neurodiverse characteristics, but the 

study concludes that although attractions exist, they are not exclusive to right-wing 

ideology and do not mean that all those with neurodiverse characteristics are 

vulnerable to radicalisation. The findings also highlight several future opportunities, 

where practical and academic recommendations are provided which include 

additional police training, multi-agency support strategies, and the direction for 

further studies.  
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Chapter 1 - Introduction 

 

1.1 Introduction 

This dissertation provides an investigation into the prominence of neurodiversity 

within right-wing extremism and focuses on the specific question of whether those 

with neurodiverse characteristics are more vulnerable to right-wing radicalisation. 

This chapter details an introduction to the research, to include the significance of the 

study. Additionally, this chapter provides the aims and objectives for the research 

project and explains the structure of the dissertation.  

 

1.2 Background 

The threat from extremism within the United Kingdom (UK) has gradually increased 

across recent years, where the risk level contributed towards the announcement of a 

new extremism definition in March 2024, which moves focus from action to ideology 

(Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, 2024). This change follows 

a review of the UK’s counter terrorism Prevent programme, which recommended a 

greater focus on ideology due to its radicalisation potential (Home Office, 2023). 

Radicalisation, which is described as the transition process a person follows in the 

direction of support for, or involvement with, terrorist activity, forms a focus within this 

study (Home Office, 2024).  

 

Whilst the literature review chapter provides the landscape for a thorough 

investigation of both right-wing extremism and neurodiversity, ranging from general 

to specific analysis, research shows that both areas are within an early research 

period (Ahmed and Lynch, 2021; Bell, 2023). Despite this, studies on terrorist 
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offenders with neurodiverse characteristics have recently developed, most 

significantly to include direct input from convicted terrorists, but not specifically within 

a right-wing setting (Al-Attar, 2020). A research gap therefore exists from the 

perspective of those who criminally investigate people with neurodiverse 

characteristics and those with a right-wing mindset. Consequently, this dissertation 

provides direct research from policing professionals within numerous police 

departments to address the research gap and enrich the wider academic 

understanding.  

 

1.3 Aims and Objectives 

The aims of this dissertation are to investigate the prominence of neurodiversity 

within right-wing extremism and to answer the question of whether people with 

neurodiverse characteristics are more vulnerable to radicalisation. 

 

These aims will be achieved through the completion of the following objectives, 

which are designed to support a strategic investigation: 

1. To analyse the existing literature surrounding the radicalisation of those 

with neurodiverse characteristics into right-wing extremism, to include any 

additional contributing factors. 

2. To investigate and compare the understanding of neurodiversity within 

criminal investigations and right-wing extremism amongst numerous 

policing units in South Wales. 

3. To assess any implications these findings present towards the 

investigation of those with neurodiverse characteristics, and the 

safeguarding of those at risk. 



11 
 

 

1.4 Structure  

To deliver a strong academic contribution within the scope of the project, the 

dissertation follows a coherent structure to explore the research aims and support 

the completion of the research objectives. The following chapter commences this 

investigation through a literature review, which completes the first objective. The 

dissertation then leads into separate chapters of a research methodology and an 

analysis of the results, which present the research design and findings and 

collectively achieve the second objective. Next, the dissertation leads into separate 

findings and recommendations chapters, which complete the third objective and 

provide direct conclusions to address the overall research aims.  

 

1.5 Conclusion 

This completes the introduction of the dissertation, where the following chapter 

commences the research journey through a literature review that will critically 

analyse the existing research. 
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Chapter 2 - Literature Review 

 

2.1 Introduction 

The impact of terrorism can lead to national fear, alter public behaviour, and 

influence economies, in a powerful reaction which can pass through generations 

(Van Der Does et al. 2021). In illustration of how history influences perception, 

despite what would be the impression of many, there were no fatalities within the UK 

because of terrorism within 2022 (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2023). A consideration 

therefore forms towards how history, stereotypes, and fear compare with reality, and 

how well the risks are truly understood. Despite the 2022 statistic, deeper analysis of 

recent terrorist movement within the UK identifies the growth of right-wing 

extremism, where activity has been particularly prominent within post-industrial 

communities (Knight, 2019). This chapter will evaluate the existing literature 

surrounding right-wing extremism and focus upon the prominence of neurodiversity 

within radicalisation. The current level of research towards right-wing extremism is 

disproportionately low, however, where between the timeframe of 2001 and 2018, 

only 6 out of 1846 terrorism articles within the most prominent terrorism journals 

used primary data to support their research (Ahmed and Lynch, 2021). 

Consequently, research of those vulnerable to radicalisation by right-wing extremist 

groups holds opportunity and forms the landscape this research project will explore. 

This chapter will be separated into four specific areas of research, followed by a 

summary of the key learning and areas of opportunity. The four specific areas of 

research will include an introduction into right-wing extremism, the recruitment 

strategies of right-wing extremist groups, the growth of neurodiversity awareness, 

and how neurodiverse characteristics relate to right-wing extremism factors. The 
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chapter will critically evaluate the work of prominent researchers in these fields and 

aims to achieve objective one of the dissertation, which for reference is: To analyse 

the existing literature surrounding the radicalisation of those with neurodiverse 

characteristics into right-wing extremism, to include any additional contributing 

factors. The following subchapter begins this journey, where an introduction to right-

wing extremism will be presented to form a foundation which will be built upon as the 

chapter progresses. 

 

2.2 Introduction into Right-Wing Extremism 

Despite the disproportionately low volume of research completed within right-wing 

extremism, studies specifically focussed on this area mostly began in 2013 

(Schuurman, 2020). This has allowed for the complexity and range of right-wing 

extremism to be understood to some extent, but despite this, the UK’s definition of 

terrorism has remained unchanged since 2000 (Glover, 2023). A prominent 

researcher to explore right-wing extremism on a global scale is Professor Cas 

Mudde, who acknowledged the academic debate to define the area, and concluded 

the far-right to be an umbrella term for the idolisation of nationalism and order 

(Mudde, 2014). This ranges from those who commit acts of physical violence to 

those who support or distribute the ideology, and whilst the area has been difficult to 

define, it has been described to be easily recognisable (Mudde, 2017). Further 

studies show that common areas right-wing extremist groups target include minority 

groups, immigration, and national strategies that promote diversity (Ahmed and 

Lynch, 2021). These factors are frequently impacted by current news and societal 

movements, but research also finds that famous moments in history, such as the 

9/11 terrorist attack in the United States (US), create regular focus for right-wing 
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groups (Wright, 2009). These references also date deeper into history, with common 

idolisation drawn towards the Nazi movement against the Jewish population for 

example (Ahmed and Lynch, 2021). Furthermore, from a UK perspective, extreme 

right-wing roots trace back to a similar timeframe, with the proscription of the British 

Union of Fascists in 1939, a right-wing political party (Jupp, 2022). With UK terrorism 

legislation relatively static across recent decades, despite the growing knowledge of 

right-wing extremist risks, this research project intends to explore whether 

awareness gaps exist within different policing units and any implications that may 

result.  

 

In addition to historical motivations, right-wing activity across more recent years 

shows an evolution in extremist networks and their global reach. Two prominent 

worldwide attacks in 2019 for example include shootings in Christchurch, New 

Zealand and El Paso, Texas, where 51 and 22 people were killed respectively, in 

attacks committed by individuals described to have been lone parties, self-

radicalised by right-wing ideology (Ahmed and Lynch, 2021). This is in contrast with 

stereotypes of extremist activity requiring large, organised networks and highlights 

the risk of self-radicalised individuals. From a UK perspective, the threat level of 

right-wing extremism is described to have drastically increased since 2014 (Jupp, 

2022). A contributing factor towards this is the emergence of highly active and visible 

UK groups, illustrated through the first UK proscription of an extreme right-wing 

organisation in December 2016, where support or association with the group 

National Action was formally banned (Home Office, 2019). Further statistics show 

that although right-wing terrorism currently occupies only 20% of UK counter 

terrorism investigations, 37.5% of prevented attacks between March 2017 and 
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December 2021 were of late-stage right-wing terrorist plans (Counter Terrorism 

Policing, 2021). These findings have led some researchers to question the 

contribution the COVID-19 pandemic provided towards the current risk, where a 

combination of fear, loss, restriction, and an enhanced online presence may have 

laid foundations for the growth of right-wing ideology now and into the future (Khan-

Ruf, 2021). With this learning considered, the next phase of the literature review 

moves into the recruitment strategies of right-wing extremist organisations, to 

evaluate the level of existing research and build upon current understanding. 

 

2.3 Recruitment Strategies of Right-Wing Extremist Groups  

To better understand the recruitment strategies of right-wing extremist groups, the 

common presence of frustration, injustice, and affinity is important to consider 

(Collins, 2023). In contrast with earlier indications that the online world forms a 

landscape where modern radicalisation largely occurs, thought is drawn towards the 

words of Walter Laqueur, a pioneering terrorism theorist, who famously claimed in 

1999 that no volume of worldwide emails held the power or potential to make any 

future political impact (Laqueur, 1999). The speed of change, however, is clear, 

where as early as 2002 theories such as David Rapoport’s wave theory, which 

separated terrorism into phases dating back to the 1880s, assessed the utilisation of 

technology and communication to be a continual priority for terrorist organisations 

(Rapoport, 2002). Also in reflection of earlier discussion, although right-wing 

extremist acts are prone to singular attackers, intentions do not develop without 

influence, where physical isolation may be relieved with online inspiration and 

relationships (Pajunen, 2015). This view is supported by a study conducted in 2013 

which found the internet played a prominent role in the communication and 
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education of extremist content within all fifteen sampled instances of UK 

radicalisation (Behr et al. 2013). Limitations included a relatively small sample size; 

however, the unanimous factor adds legitimacy to the study. From this point to the 

current day, technology and social media use has accelerated, where online hate 

and counter speech have simultaneously grown, and conditions are set for further 

right-wing growth (Roach, 2021; Velásquez et al. 2021). 

 

The growth of right-wing ideology online mainly spreads between the use of websites 

to display content, and social media platforms to network and engage (Odag, Leiser 

and Boehnke, 2019). Professor Jessie Daniels (2008; 2009a; 2009b), a sociologist at 

Hunter College, City University of New York, led early studies into the online spread 

of hate speech and right-wing concepts, which found that extremist groups created 

and used websites discretely to promote their ideology, where content was displayed 

subtly, without direct reference to right-wing extremist networks, and avoided 

censorship. Within her studies, Daniels presented an example where a Google 

search of Martin Luther King provided a website within the first page of results which 

was linked to a white supremacist group and displayed extreme messages of hate, 

religion, and race (Daniels, 2009b). In addition to those actively seeking this content, 

examples such as this demonstrate the risk of people locating right-wing extremist 

content unintentionally. Separate from websites alone, social media holds an added 

opportunity for right-wing groups to promote messages and communicate quickly. 

Whilst the perception of social media draws images of large platforms such as 

Facebook and YouTube, lesser-known platforms such as 8chan and Gab developed 

a large extremist presence (Scrivens and Conway, 2019). This does not exclude the 

large social media networks, however, where studies of X (formally known as 
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Twitter) found right-wing groups used extremist hashtags alongside trending topics 

for mass exposure and posted a large volume of less extreme, however suggestive 

content, to utilise volume to portray a lawful perception (Nouri, Lorenzo-Dus and 

Watkin, 2021). Strategies such as these illustrate how accessible right-wing 

extremist media has become and draws theorist attention towards the vulnerability of 

children and those with neurodiverse conditions to view this content (Glover, 2023).  

 

From a different perspective, a study in 2017 across 223 convicted terrorists within 

the UK concluded that whilst the online world was an enabler, it was not a 

requirement within the radicalisation process, and that additional research towards 

those radicalised was required to include their motivation and ability (Gill et al. 2017). 

More recent literature has added strength to this argument, where an online 

resilience study promoted factors such as cultural acceptance, trust in community 

and leadership, and a natural resistance to violence to be barriers to extremism 

(Gerrand, 2022). This provokes thought towards why some people withdraw from 

extremist media if it becomes visible, and why others may be drawn deeper into the 

content. The next subchapter will therefore explore the available research towards 

neurodiversity, to provide context for additional investigation later within the literature 

review. 

 

2.4 The Growth of Neurodiversity Awareness  

Neurodiversity is a growing area of medical research, where the term is used to 

describe a difference in how the human brain processes information and includes 

several conditions such as autism, ADHD, dyslexia, and a number more (Bell, 2023). 

Accordingly, medical studies estimate that approximately one fifth of the UK 
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population live with a neurodiverse condition (Doyle, 2020). Some of the physical 

characteristics these conditions tend to present will be explored later within this 

literature review, however, some of the emotional factors that studies highlight will be 

discussed now. Firstly, a significant book edited by psychologist Steven Kapp in 

2020, with chapter authors praised to be on the forefront of the neurodiverse 

movement, consistently detailed the diagnosis phase to be an enlightening journey, 

where people with neurodiverse conditions quickly felt a sense of belonging and an 

explanation for potential difficulties within their lives (Kapp, 2020). In contrast, some 

describe the National Health Service (NHS) neurodiversity services to be under high 

stress, with long diagnosis waiting lists, which can add additional mental health 

strain, and a sense of helplessness for those in need of support (Mandy, 2022). 

From a different perspective, even once a diagnosis has been made, scholars raise 

a common sense of them-and-us amongst those with neurodiverse characteristics, 

which can create a divided sense of society, and lead to a perception of unfairness 

(Runswick-Cole, 2014). 

 

Within the large range of neurodiverse conditions, most of the current research has 

been focussed on ADHD and autism, where conditions may coexist, and 

characteristics can overlap (Craig et al. 2015). From an offending perspective, a 

study in 2010 found that the diagnosis of ADHD was significantly more common in 

children who offend compared with diagnosis rates across children generally (Colins 

et al. 2010). This shows an increased likelihood for children with ADHD to have 

interaction with police, where concerns are enhanced by more recent studies which 

found children with ADHD had a younger first arrest age on average and had an 

increased likelihood to re-offend (Rutten et al. 2022). There has, however, been 
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limited statistical research completed towards the presence of neurodiversity within 

terrorist offenders. Despite this, the research which does exist shows people with 

neurodiverse conditions to be more prone to individual based attacks as opposed to 

group actors (Corner, Gill and Mason, 2016). Additionally, attention is drawn towards 

the increased rate of people with neurodiverse characteristics experiencing mental 

health concerns, to include for example suicidal thoughts, depression, and anxiety, 

where far more detailed analysis is required of neurodivergent terrorist offenders to 

better understand the factors (Curnow et al. 2023). The next and final area of the 

literature review therefore intends to draw the prior learning within this chapter 

together, to evaluate any potential links between right-wing extremism and 

neurodiverse characteristics. 

 

2.5 Neurodiverse Characteristics in Relation to Right-Wing Extremist Factors 

A leading researcher towards the analysis of autism characteristics within terrorism 

is Dr Zainab Al-Attar, a forensic psychologist whose work will be largely referenced 

within this subchapter. Al-Attar, who has spent numerous years within the field, to 

include direct interaction with convicted terrorists, is consistently of the opinion that 

no evidence exists to prove people with autism are vulnerable to terrorist 

radicalisation (Al-Attar, 2020). Instead, her view is supported by separate research 

which details that the characteristics of neurodiverse conditions may provide factors 

which direct those affected towards extremist content, but this does not mean that all 

neurodiverse people are vulnerable to radicalisation (Altier et al. 2017). The first area 

presented here is the difficulty some people with neurodiverse conditions may have 

with social interactions, where if experiences such as the difficulty forming 

relationships and bullying occur for example, this may lead to feelings of frustration, 
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injustice, a desire for retaliation, and promote online dependency (Al-Attar, 2020). 

Secondly, separate research towards the characteristics of autism shows that those 

affected frequently rely on thought processes driven by rules and facts (Baron-

Cohen, 2002). This can form a reference to the traits of dictatorships, powerful 

leaders, and order which right-wing groups are known to promote (Ahmed and 

Lynch, 2021). This characteristic also poses thought towards historical moments 

such as the Nazi movement, as previously discussed (Ahmed and Lynch, 2021). In 

further exploration of history, Al-Attar finds within her research that autistic traits lead 

to a desire to understand topics in great depth, a factor which often leads to 

prolonged research, where war, history, conspiracy theories, and generally shocking 

content can provide stimulation (Al-Attar, 2020). Finally, separate research also 

found those with autism are often attracted to visual content, with stronger learning 

through the use of imagery, which may enhance reliance on this sense (Samson et 

al. 2012). This further supports the potential attraction towards military and extremist 

topics through the frequency of bold, striking content, which includes graphic images, 

weapons, flags, and uniforms often used by right-wing groups (Scrivens et al. 2021).  

 

In addition to content consumption, the risk of radicalisation for people with 

neurodiverse characteristics is viewed to peak if online research leads to direct 

communication with extremists. Should this occur, validation and encouragement 

towards extremist ideology can provide reassurance and form a personal 

connection, which may bond the person towards the extremist group (Al-Attar, 2020). 

Furthermore, as connection and commitment become stronger, additional studies 

highlight the risk of fantasy, which becomes more prevalent during periods of tension 

(Palermo and Bogaerts, 2017). Al-Attar supports this factor, where her studies 
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suggest that discontent with reality can lead to a fixation on fantasy thoughts, where 

times of depression link with fantasies of death, and feelings of unfairness lead into 

the imagination of revengeful acts (Al-Attar, 2020). This brings reflection to earlier 

findings of those with neurodiverse characteristics being more susceptible to mental 

health concerns (Curnow et al. 2023). 

 

2.6 Conclusion 

This literature review has now completed objective one within the research project: 

To analyse the existing literature surrounding the radicalisation of those with 

neurodiverse characteristics into right-wing extremism, to include any additional 

contributing factors. To conclude, the review has transitioned through four distinct 

areas of research to finish in a position where direct comparisons between right-wing 

extremist factors and neurodiverse characteristics have been reviewed, 

predominantly through the research of Al-Attar (2020). As a result, the research has 

found that characteristic similarities can be drawn, but theorists do not support that 

actual evidence exists of those with neurodiverse characteristics being more 

vulnerable to right-wing radicalisation. Most of the research reviewed is relatively 

new, however, and a consistent factor throughout the chapter is that research of both 

right-wing extremism and neurodiversity is within a growth phase. Similarly, the 

research available at present does not include direct views from those who have 

criminally investigated people with neurodiverse characteristics. The exploration of 

police perceptions towards these factors, to include different policing units, is 

therefore where this research project fits within the broader selection of existing 

literature and research. The next chapter of the dissertation will therefore move into 
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a methodology phase to design a research strategy to best address the research 

gap. 
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Chapter 3 - Research Methodology and Planning  

 

3.1 Introduction 

The previous chapter achieved the first dissertation objective through the analysis of 

existing literature towards the radicalisation of those with neurodiverse 

characteristics into right-wing extremism. Within this, prominent researchers such as 

Dr Zainab Al-Attar provided insight into how the features of both areas interact, and 

the attraction this can create towards right-wing extremist content for those with 

neurodiverse characteristics (Al-Attar, 2020). Despite this, a conclusion was drawn 

that research is within an early growth phase, and theorists do not believe sufficient 

evidence exists to understand whether those with neurodiverse characteristics are 

vulnerable to radicalisation (Altier et al. 2017). Specifically, input from those who 

criminally investigate people with neurodiverse characteristics creates a gap within 

current research. This chapter therefore details the research methodology used to 

explore this opportunity, to support objective two of the dissertation, which for 

reference is: To investigate and compare the understanding of neurodiversity within 

criminal investigations and right-wing extremism amongst numerous policing units in 

South Wales. 

 

3.2 Research Strategy 

Research, importantly, is viewed as more than the simple collection and presentation 

of information, where purpose, direction, and the ability to interpret findings are 

salient (Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2016). With the purpose of this research 

developed within the literature review, this paragraph focusses on the direction of the 

study. Firstly, where research is typically split into two different approaches, to 
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include the collection of new information or the further development of existing data, 

the research gap highlighted within the literature review means primary research (the 

collection of new information) is required to meet the dissertation objective (Hox and 

Boeije, 2005). Next, it is important to understand the type of information most 

beneficial towards the research goal. This again draws thought towards two paths, in 

the form of quantitative and qualitative methods, where quantitative approaches 

focus towards numeric, statistical outcomes, and qualitative approaches seek more 

word based, descriptive insight (Meyer and Avery, 2008). Within this dissertation, 

elements of both are utilised, where the research gap is closed by a mostly 

quantitative survey, however, also includes a small number of open questions to 

encourage qualitative views. In addition, interviews have been included from a solely 

qualitative approach. Consequently, this research approach aims to balance the 

qualities of quantitative and qualitative methods, for the outcomes to complement 

each other and to gain a fuller, more meaningful understanding. Whilst it is 

acknowledged that some researchers avoid this merge with concerns that the 

approaches may compete against each other, confidence in this strategy is built from 

studies which conclude that combined methods can produce comprehensive findings 

(Gelo, Braakmann and Benetka, 2008).  

 

3.3 Data Collection 

With the overall strategy better understood, this paragraph explores the data 

collection practices utilised to best support the dissertation objective. Firstly, the 

timeframe for the collection of information needs to be appropriately balanced 

against the timeline of the research project overall, where data collection across a 

short period is referred to as cross-sectional, and collection across a more sustained 
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duration is referred to as longitudinal (Rindfleisch et al. 2008). Whilst both hold 

strengths and weaknesses, the relatively short timeframe of this research project 

means a cross-sectional strategy has been selected, which will allow information and 

interpretation to be gained efficiently, and at an achievable cost (Setia, 2016). Here, 

surveys have been completed electronically across several different policing units to 

allow for expert insight consistent with the dissertation objective and a large volume 

of participants to support informative and credible quantitative analysis. Interviews 

within the qualitative approach have then been completed in a smaller volume, which 

has allowed information to be gained within the scope of the research project. These 

interviews involve participants from Response and Criminal Investigation policing 

units to balance quality with quantity, and to gain expert insight from different 

perspectives. Finally, the questions presented within both the survey and interview 

approaches are designed in response to the learning and opportunity highlighted 

within the literature review, to ensure the research is strategic and directed.  

 

3.4 Data Analysis 

After the data collection process, consideration of analysis techniques drew thought 

back towards quantitative and qualitative approaches. Accordingly, Microsoft Forms 

was predominantly used to collate and display statistical quantitative findings, where 

learning has been presented in the form of percentages and averages. Consistent 

with expectation, however, qualitative results from the open styled survey questions 

and interviews presented word-based insight, which largely included feelings, 

opinions, and descriptive experiences (Greetham, 2019). The successful 

development of this information therefore led to the utilisation of thematic analysis, a 

respected method to recognise key and recurring patterns within qualitative 
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information (Patton, 2015). Consequently, this highlighted common themes which 

were considered alongside quantitative survey findings to draw fuller conclusions. 

The analysis of this data, to include statistical information and the recognition of 

emergent themes, will inform critical discussions and reflection within later 

dissertation chapters. 

 

3.5 Limitations and Potential Problems 

Consistent with theorist views, however, no research approach is perfect, and 

researchers need to consider the strengths, weaknesses, and potential risks of their 

chosen paths (Choy, 2014). Firstly, from an ethical perspective, all stages of the 

dissertation received approval through an early review. Additionally, prior to any 

participation in surveys or interviews, all participants were briefed on the nature of 

the dissertation, informed that their participation was voluntary with the entitlement to 

withdraw their contribution, and advised that their participation would remain 

anonymous throughout. Consequently, due to the sensitive nature of the research 

topic, requests were made for interviews to be recorded through manual notes as 

opposed to audio recordings. To maintain accuracy and security, notes of the 

completed interviews were therefore created electronically and held on password 

protected systems. Secondly, this study utilised access to policing professionals 

which not all researchers possess. Whilst this means the findings are difficult to 

reinforce with other studies, the expert position of the sampled audience, combined 

with questions being designed strategically after a detailed literature review, adds a 

level of validity to the research and attends to the targeted nature of the project 

(Drost, 2011). Finally, a limitation is present within the relatively short size of the 



27 
 

dissertation, where focus was required to ensure the scope of the project remained 

within practical limits. 

 

3.6 Conclusion 

This chapter has explored the methodology and planning considered within this 

research project. Within this, the strengths, weaknesses, and potential risks of each 

element have been detailed, and the utilised methods have been chosen because 

they provide a strong balance to achieve the research objectives. The next chapter 

of the dissertation will now move into the research findings these methods have 

produced. 
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Chapter 4 - Analysis of Results 

 

4.1 Introduction 

The previous chapter explored the methodology considered within this dissertation, 

where primary data collection was selected to close the research gap, specifically to 

build research from those who criminally investigate people with neurodiverse 

characteristics (Hox and Boeije, 2005). Furthermore, analysis of data collection 

methods created a research design to include the utilisation of Microsoft Forms 

within a predominantly quantitative survey, and to combine this with a thematic 

analysis of qualitative interviews to draw fuller conclusions (Gelo, Braakmann and 

Benetka, 2008; Patton, 2015). This chapter seeks to analyse the research findings, 

through the responses of 52 survey completions and 6 interviews. Accordingly, this 

analysis will explore three observed themes, to include social isolation, online 

impact, and the support available for both those with neurodiverse characteristics, 

and for policing professionals. Due to size limitations, reference will be drawn to the 

survey and interview responses held within the dissertation appendix (see Appendix 

E and Appendix F respectively), and further conclusions will be drawn within the next 

chapter. This chapter aims to achieve objective two of the dissertation, which for 

reference is: To investigate and compare the understanding of neurodiversity within 

criminal investigations and right-wing extremism amongst numerous policing units in 

South Wales. Additionally, this chapter aims to present learning which contributes 

towards objective three of the dissertation, which for reference is: To assess any 

implications these findings present towards the investigation of those with 

neurodiverse characteristics, and the safeguarding of those at risk. 
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4.2 Participants  

Within the research, a survey was distributed to South Wales Police Response, 

Neighbourhood, Criminal Investigation, and Public Protection teams, where 52 

responses were received, comprising of 21, 12, 11 and 8 completions respectively. 

Participants also ranged across roles of staff members, constables, and sergeants, 

where approximately 71% of participants were of constable rank. Additionally, across 

six completed interviews, 2 sergeants and 1 constable contributed from both 

Response and Criminal Investigation teams. Whilst these factors allowed 

contributions from different perspectives, their composition forms a notable feature 

within the research. Furthermore, question 6 of the survey showed that 26 and 22 

respondents respectively had a moderate or high level of experience investigating 

people with neurodiverse conditions, which adds relevance to their contribution. 

Conversely, specific to right-wing extremism, question 12 showed approximately 

85% of the participants had either no or a low level of experience investigating a 

person who displayed indications of a right-wing mindset. Whilst the specialised 

nature of the criminality is considered, the data is comparable with literature review 

findings that right-wing extremism is disproportionately understudied, and questions 

whether the indications did not exist, or whether a lack of awareness reduced 

recognition (Knight, 2019; Ahmed and Lynch, 2021). 

 

4.3 Theme One: Social Isolation  

Within the research, a theme developed of those with neurodiverse characteristics 

experiencing difficulty maintaining social groups and finding belonging. Furthermore, 

the research promoted this can build a sense of loneliness and exclusion, which can 

create frustration and hatred in compliment of the literature review (Al-Attar, 2020; 
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Collins, 2023). This is further supported by question 10 of the survey, where 

approximately 81% of participants selected social interaction as a neurodiverse 

factor which may form an attraction towards criminal activity. To draw a more 

complete view, interviews also detailed a growing presence of neurodiversity within 

organised crime groups, and highlighted that criminal leaders are aware of 

neurodiverse vulnerability from a social perspective, which they increasingly target 

within their recruitment. This discussion is new compared with literature review 

findings and opens the potential for additional future research. 

 

4.4 Theme Two: Online Impact 

A second research theme is that the internet provides a pathway for people with 

neurodiverse characteristics towards criminal engagement. This supports the 

literature of technology and communication forming a prolonged focus for terrorist 

organisations (Rapoport, 2002). The interviews also discussed how neurodiverse 

behaviours, including interest in topics such as history and war draw attraction 

towards a wealth of online content, which directly supports the literature findings (Al-

Attar, 2020; Ahmed and Lynch, 2021). Question 10 of the survey strengthens this 

area, where curiosity and fascination were selected by approximately 98% of 

participants to provide an attraction between neurodiverse factors and criminal 

content. Furthermore, qualitative responses within survey question 15 provided 

views that COVID-19 promoted online dependency, and increased content exposure. 

This data supports the literature review, which highlighted that COVID-19 increased 

online presence and the accessibility of extremist content (Behr et al. 2013; Pajunen, 

2015; Khan-Ruf, 2021). Survey questions 9 and 11 enhance this theme, where 

online search engines were highlighted to provide reinforcement of related content 
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with little balance or opposition. Views were also raised that news and media outlets 

focus disproportionately on negative and striking media, which inspire those with 

neurodiverse characteristics towards crime. Whilst the feedback of online search 

engines and media provide new learning, when combined with COVID-19 and 

technology factors, the research compliments literature views that conditions exist for 

right-wing extremist growth (Velásquez et al. 2021). 

 

4.5 Theme Three: Support and Training 

Thirdly, the data frequently highlights the level of neurodiversity training received 

within policing and the support available for those with neurodiverse characteristics. 

Here, survey questions 3 and 4 showed approximately 88% of respondents felt they 

had received either no or a low level of neurodiversity training, in addition to 

approximately 90% feeling there was either a low or very low level of neurodiversity 

awareness within policing. This is significant considering question 6 of the survey, 

which found 92% of participants had a moderate or high level of experience 

investigating people with neurodiverse conditions. This data provides new learning 

and highlights a requirement for additional training across police departments. 

Secondly, these findings link with survey question 5, which found approximately 87% 

of respondents feel they are not well equipped to support those with neurodiverse 

characteristics within investigation processes. This theme expands when considered 

against the qualitative data. Here, feedback was received that punitive police action 

was viewed unfavourably, with commentary of high re-offending rates consistent with 

the literature review (Colins et al. 2010). Furthermore, continual views showed multi-

agency neurodiversity support is required from a wider perspective, to include 
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education and support services for both those at risk of criminal involvement and 

those around them, such as family and carers. 

  

4.6 Conclusion 

In conclusion, the data provides a balance of literature review confirmation, largely 

within the social isolation and online impact themes, and relatively new insight, 

predominantly within the support and training theme, which addresses the research 

gap. Consequently, this chapter completes the second dissertation objective. The 

next dissertation chapter therefore seeks to draw additional conclusions and 

implications to further explore the third dissertation objective. 
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Chapter 5 - Findings and Conclusion 

 

5.1 Introduction 

The previous chapter focussed on the research findings, to include statistics, 

themes, and literature review comparisons. This chapter builds upon these 

foundations, where broader conclusions will be presented to address the overall 

dissertation question. Additionally, this chapter will critically reflect upon the research 

project overall, to include observed limitations and a consideration towards where 

the findings sit within the broader research picture. First, the following subchapter 

begins the discussion with a review of the dissertation objectives. 

 

5.2 Dissertation Objectives  

To support a strategic investigation, the dissertation set three specific objectives, 

which were: 

1. To analyse the existing literature surrounding the radicalisation of those 

with neurodiverse characteristics into right-wing extremism, to include any 

additional contributing factors. 

2. To investigate and compare the understanding of neurodiversity within 

criminal investigations and right-wing extremism amongst numerous 

policing units in South Wales. 

3. To assess any implications these findings present towards the 

investigation of those with neurodiverse characteristics, and the 

safeguarding of those at risk. 
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These areas have been addressed in order, where the first objective was achieved 

within the literature review and has formed a frequent reference point throughout. 

Next, objective two was completed within the analysis of results chapter, where 

research findings were presented to include three prominent observed themes. 

Finally, the research findings also raised academic and practical implications, which 

will be further explored within this chapter to complete the third objective. 

 

5.3 Main Findings 

In addition to the research objectives, this subchapter addresses the dissertation 

question, which for reference is to investigate the prominence of neurodiversity 

within right-wing extremism, and to understand whether people with neurodiverse 

characteristics are more vulnerable to radicalisation. To begin this discussion, the 

primary research confirmed and strengthened the literature review, which presented 

theoretical relationships between neurodiverse characteristics and factors of criminal 

behaviour. Here, the survey and interview feedback consistently raised observed 

links to include social interaction, theoretical stimulation, and visual appeal, which 

shows the connections have been observed within policing in compliment of wider 

literature, but from a different viewpoint (Baron-Cohen, 2002; Samson et al. 2012; Al-

Attar, 2020; Ahmed and Lynch, 2021). In combination of the literature review and 

primary research, the study has shown that a variety of right-wing extremist factors 

can create an appeal for those with neurodiverse characteristics, to include rule and 

order, politics, history, and a form of social belonging. 

 

In contrast, the study demonstrates that although neurodiverse draws exist, these 

are not exclusive to right-wing ideology, and links occur towards criminal involvement 
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more generally. Notably, survey responses showed that participants perceived 

neurodiverse vulnerability to be present across criminal involvement more broadly, 

on a comparable if not marginally increased level than towards the development of a 

right-wing extremist mindset. This led to specific feedback detailed within the 

previous chapter of organised crime leaders targeting those with neurodiverse 

characteristics within their recruitment. Additionally, earlier consideration of why 

some people are attracted deeper into right-wing extremist content whilst others 

withdraw could be argued to a wider audience than neurodiversity alone, and forms 

a larger opportunity for study. Furthermore, the literature review presented that 

senses of injustice and frustration are emotions actively sought by terrorist recruiters 

(Collins, 2023). Whilst these feelings create an attraction towards the idolisation of 

retaliation, revenge, and the hate messages associated with right-wing extremism, 

the emotions are not unique to those with neurodiverse characteristics. Instead, 

society more broadly has the potential to develop these feelings, particularly during 

times of hardship. These points considered in combination therefore strengthen the 

previously highlighted argument of others, where although neurodiverse 

characteristics and right-wing factors relate to some extent, it does not mean all 

neurodiverse people are vulnerable to right-wing extremist radicalisation (Altier et al. 

2017; Al-Attar, 2020). Consequently, this highlights the opportunity for further 

research, to better understand the optimal conditions for right-wing radicalisation to 

occur. 

 

Finally and most unexpectedly, the research highlighted a severe support and 

training gap regarding neurodiversity, both to safeguard those with neurodiverse 

characteristics from criminal involvement, and from an investigative perspective 
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should criminal engagement occur. Within the primary research, low levels of 

neurodiversity training and awareness created a strong theme across the numerous 

and varied police departments. Despite this, the research continually provided insight 

regarding neurodiverse characteristics which was consistent with wider research. 

When combined with research feedback of participants feeling poorly equipped 

despite having a high level of experience investigating those with neurodiverse 

characteristics, the findings highlight that police training gaps focus towards how to 

support neurodiverse people as opposed to how to recognise the indications. This 

conclusion links with additional research findings which promote that a solely policing 

approach is inadequate to protect those with neurodiverse characteristics from 

criminal engagement. Whilst this argument is biased through the contribution of 

policing professionals only, views were presented that punitive police action leads to 

a frequently visible reoffending picture, which directly compliments the literature 

review findings (Rutten et al. 2022). To strengthen this argument, further contribution 

was also provided that wider multi-agency strategies are beneficial, to include 

education, healthcare, and social services for example. These conclusions are not 

without opportunity for further study, however, where the next subchapter will provide 

a reflection on the research project overall to assess the strengths and weaknesses 

of the findings. 

 

5.4 Research Reflection  

The ability to reflect and present limitations within academic study has been 

described as a responsibility for researchers, where honesty and openness is 

respected and supports future learning (Smithies, 2016; Ross and Zaidi, 2019). 

Within this research project, input from policing professionals was chosen to address 
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the literature review highlighted research gap, which has been successful to an 

extent but has highlighted several additional opportunities. These opportunities will 

be further explored in the following recommendations chapter; however, a limitation 

of the research has been present within the relatively short timescale and overall 

size of the project. Specifically, direct input from Counter Terrorism Policing units 

was not possible due to additional vetting and timescale requirements. Whilst this 

has been beyond the scope of this study, future research with direct input from 

Counter Terrorism Policing professionals would provide additional knowledge 

towards right-wing extremism. 

 

5.5 Conclusion 

In summary, the dissertation aims and objectives have been addressed, and the 

study has provided valuable research towards the wider academic position. Notably, 

the research gap has been narrowed through the direct contribution of policing 

professionals, where the project has provided a balance of literature review 

confirmation, new learning and has also highlighted future opportunities. Having 

discussed the overall dissertation conclusions, the next chapter will provide practical 

and academic recommendations for how the additional opportunities can be 

approached.  
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Chapter 6 - Recommendations 

 

6.1 Introduction 

The provision of recommendations within academic research has been described as 

a strength to support future progress across the broader academic picture, as 

opposed to highlighting weaknesses within the current study (Greetham, 2019). The 

aim of this chapter is therefore to further explore the opportunities highlighted within 

the dissertation, where a balance of academic and practical recommendations will be 

detailed. These recommendations will begin with practical suggestions, through 

areas of police training and multi-agency strategies, and then lead into more 

academic opportunities to include further studies within specialist police departments 

and the right-wing radicalisation process. 

 

6.2 Recommendation One: Additional Police Training Towards Neurodiversity  

Firstly, a strong theme within the research is that policing professionals require 

additional training for how to best support people with neurodiverse characteristics 

within an investigation process. A suggestion here is that neurodiversity training 

packages should be developed for policing professionals, with regular refresher 

sessions to build knowledge and skills. This would enable the acquisition of 

fundamental knowledge in what is known to be a developing area of academic study 

and allow for best practices to evolve in response to research advances. 

 

6.3 Recommendation Two: Multi-Agency Strategies Towards Neurodiversity Support 

The second practical recommendation focusses wider than policing alone, with the 

suggestion of improved multi-agency strategies to support those with neurodiverse 
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characteristics. Within the study, policing in isolation is shown to be insufficient to 

protect those with neurodiverse characteristics from criminal involvement. Instead, a 

suggestion is for wider government initiatives to prioritise the area through the 

collaboration of education, health, and social care in the direction of prevention-

based support. A specific priority is recommended to be towards online safety for the 

individual and their family or support network. 

 

6.4 Recommendation Three: Further Research Within Counter Terrorism Policing 

Teams 

Direct input from Counter Terrorism Policing units was beyond the scope of this 

dissertation; however, the first academic recommendation suggests exactly this 

within a larger research format. Whilst this study has presented significant findings, 

conclusions, and opportunities from a previously absent policing perspective, future 

studies with direct input from Counter Terrorism Policing professionals would enrich 

the wider academic picture and provide additional knowledge towards right-wing 

extremism. 

 

6.5 Recommendation Four: Further Research Towards Those Radicalised into 

Right-Wing Extremism 

This study has concluded that not all neurodiverse people are vulnerable to right-

wing radicalisation, where contributing emotions of injustice, the desire for retaliation, 

and an attraction towards right-wing ideology are relevant to society more broadly. 

The final recommendation is therefore to further explore the optimal factors for right-

wing radicalisation to occur through additional studies that directly involve those who 

have been radicalised. Whilst ethical considerations would be required, the literature 
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review has highlighted that research with convicted terrorists is achievable under the 

correct conditions (Al-Attar, 2020). It is therefore suggested that research involving 

those radicalised specifically into right-wing extremism may develop the conclusions 

of this dissertation, to further understand the optimal factors that make a person 

vulnerable to right-wing radicalisation. 

 

6.6 Conclusion 

In conclusion, this chapter has provided both practical and academic 

recommendations to enhance the value and contribution this dissertation provides to 

the broader research picture. Whilst this confirms the importance of the study overall, 

it also brings the research project to a close, with guidance and motivation for future 

opportunities. 
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Appendices 

 

Appendix A: Research Proposal 

 

 

 
UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION 

RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM 
 

  

Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin.  

 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick: 

 

8,000 word project:    Tick   

OR                    

4,000 word project and presentation:    

 

NAME: James Balchin 
 

STUDENT ID No: 

2031212 

DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

An investigation into the prominence of neurodiversity within right-wing extremism: 

Are people with neurodiverse characteristics more vulnerable to radicalisation? 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

The impact of terrorism can lead to national fear, alter public behaviour, and 

influence economies, in a powerful reaction which can pass through generations 

(Van Der Does et al. 2021). In illustration, despite the perception of many, there 

were no fatalities within the United Kingdom (UK) because of terrorism during 2022 
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(Counter Terrorism Policing, 2023). A consideration therefore forms towards how 

history, stereotypes and fear compare with reality, and how well the risks are truly 

understood. Despite the 2022 statistic, deeper analysis of recent terrorist 

movement within the UK identifies the growth of right-wing extremist activity, where 

referrals in this area to the UK’s counter-terrorism program grew by 36% in 2018 

alone, and activity has been particularly prominent within post-industrial 

communities (Knight, 2019).  

 

The current level of research towards right-wing extremism is disproportionately 

low, however, where between the timeframe of 2001 and 2018, only 6 out of 1846 

terrorism articles within the most prominent terrorism journals used primary data to 

support their research (Ahmed and Lynch, 2021). Consequently, as the impact of 

right-wing extremism grows in media attention, study and understanding of the 

contributing factors, particularly of those radicalised by right-wing extremist groups 

is lacking and forms the landscape this research project intends to explore.  

 

This research project therefore proposes to investigate the background and 

recruitment strategies of right-wing extremist groups, to highlight the prominent 

factors. Furthermore, this project intends to investigate behaviours associated with 

neurodiverse characteristics, to analyse whether links exist towards criminal 

involvement and right-wing radicalisation. Finally, this project intends to explore 

current policing awareness of the research findings, to observe any implications 

this has towards the investigation of those with neurodiverse characteristics, and to 

consider future safeguarding options. 

SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES:  

The aim of this project is to investigate whether people with neurodiverse 

characteristics are vulnerable to right-wing extremist radicalisation. Additionally, the 

project aims to understand the policing awareness of the research findings, and to 

consider future safeguarding options. 
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These aims will be achieved by focussing on the following objectives: 

1. To analyse the existing literature surrounding the radicalisation of those with 

neurodiverse characteristics into right-wing extremism, to include any 

additional contributing factors. 

2. To investigate and compare the understanding of neurodiversity within 

criminal investigations and right-wing extremism amongst numerous policing 

units in South Wales. 

3. To assess any implications these findings present towards the investigation 

of those with neurodiverse characteristics, and the safeguarding of those at 

risk. 

LITERATURE REVIEW:  

Whilst a research gap exists within right-wing extremism, in comparison with other 

forms of terrorist activity, this research project intends to explore the existing 

literature in close detail, and potentially branch into areas such as age 

demographic, technology impact, incel culture and schooling to analyse the 

presence of neurodiversity within criminal involvement and those who are 

radicalised, should the avenues be appropriate upon further research. 

 

Since 2001, studies show that approximately 80% of terrorism related studies have 

focussed on Jihadi movement, where events such as 9/11 have influenced societal 

perception across decades (Silke, 2006). Despite this, deeper exploration has 

found that studies specifically focussed on right-wing forms of extremism began in 

approximately 2013 which will form the starting point for research within this project 

(Schuurman, 2020). From this starting point, it is understood this study will require 

extensive reading, with right-wing extremism noted to be complex, challenged by 

individual based perpetrators and reduced societal exposure through bias and 

stereotypes (Ahmed and Lynch, 2021). Examples of prominent individual based 

attacks worldwide exist, however, such as the 2019 attacks in El Paso, Texas and 

Christchurch, New Zealand which demonstrate the opportunity to research recent 
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self-radicalised right-wing attacks (Gruenewald, Chermak and Freilich, 2013). 

Additionally, despite diversity links appearing sparse on first impression, the UK’s 

2023 counter terrorism strategy specifically notes neurodiversity and the enabler of 

the internet which opens a starting point for neurodiverse specific research (Glover, 

2023). 

SUMMARY OF RESEARCH – SURVEY METHOD:  

According to the introduction and literature review sections within this proposal, 

there is a research gap surrounding the presence of neurodiverse characteristics 

within right-wing extremist groups across the UK. This research project therefore 

proposes to investigate this area through a detailed literature review, and primary 

source qualitative interviews and surveys. 

 

Whilst it is understood that primary quantitative results would provide measurable 

and specific statistics, the nature of terrorist activity means ethical concerns may 

arise from interaction with offenders, victims, or witnesses. This approach is 

therefore not proposed within this research project. 

 

This project instead proposes to complete a detailed analysis of existing literature 

to investigate the existence of neurodiversity links. Furthermore, this project 

proposes to complete surveys and interviews with numerous policing units in South 

Wales to gain insight from the different viewpoints.  

 

The questions within both the interviews and surveys will be written based on the 

findings of the literature review, however, it is intended that the questions will focus 

on the policing awareness of neurodiverse characteristics, the presence these form 

within general criminal involvement, and whether vulnerability is perceived towards 

right-wing radicalisation. Consequently, it is predicted that interviews and surveys 

across numerous police units will allow for insight to be drawn from different 
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perspectives, and further discussion will be available regarding the finding 

implications.  

SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

This research project intends to sample police officers across numerous police 

units within South Wales. Here, it is predicted the range will allow for views to be 

gained from different perspectives, which is intended to support fuller and more 

meaningful research conclusions. 

ETHICAL ISSUES 

The researcher has considered the ethical implications of the proposed research, 

however, there are no anticipated concerns at present. Notably, this project intends 

to complete a detailed analysis of current literature from trusted sources, and to 

survey police professionals which means there will be no direct interaction of public 

suspects, victims, or witnesses. Furthermore, interviews and surveys will be 

completed voluntarily and anonymously, where participants will be briefed on the 

nature of the research project prior to their involvement. 

TIME SCALE: 

This research has a clear and defined timeline, where the project is scheduled to 

be completed in full by the 8th of April 2024. During this time, the research project is 

separated into six modules and submission deadlines to support the researcher, 

and the quality of the work competed. Due to the relatively short time scale, thought 

has been drawn towards the interview and survey aspects of the project, however, 

this is dependent on the findings from the literature review which is due to be 

completed by the 6th of November 2023. 

Word Count - 1081 
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Appendix C: Survey Design 

Survey Question Relation to Literature 

Review 

1. What policing unit do you currently work within? 

a. Response 

b. Neighbourhood Policing 

c. CID 

d. Public Protection Unit 

e. Other 

To support the 

understanding of views from 

different perspectives 

2. What is your current policing rank/role? 

a. Police Staff 

b. Constable 

c. Sergeant 

d. Inspector 

e. Other 

To support the 

understanding of views from 

different perspectives 

3. Using the below scale, please indicate the level 

of neurodiversity related training you feel you have 

received within your policing career. 

a. None 

b. A low level 

c. A moderate level 

d. A high level 

e. A very high level 

Comparison with literature 

which finds neurodiversity to 

be a growing area of 

research (Bell, 2023). 

4. What do you think the current level of 

understanding is within policing towards those with 

neurodiverse characteristics? 

a. A very low level 

b. A low level 

c. A moderate level 

d. A high level 

e. A very high level 

Comparison with literature 

which finds neurodiversity to 

be a growing area of 

research (Ahmed and 

Lynch, 2021). 

5. To what extent to you agree or disagree with the 

following statement – ‘Police officers and staff are 

Comparison with literature 

which finds neurodiversity to 
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well equipped to support those with neurodiverse 

characteristics who are involved within 

investigations’ 

a. Strongly disagree 

b. Disagree 

c. Neither agree nor disagree 

d. Agree 

e. Strongly agree 

be a growing area of 

research (Bell, 2023). 

6. Within your job role, what level of experience do 

you have of investigating a person with 

neurodiverse characteristics? 

a. None 

b. A low level 

c. A moderate level 

d. A high level 

Comparison with literature 

which finds 15-20% of the 

UK population live with a 

neurodiverse condition 

(Doyle, 2020). 

7. Within your job role and experience, what 

percentage of subjects/suspects do you believe 

demonstrate neurodiverse characteristics? 

a. 0%-20% 

b. 21%-40% 

c. 41%-60% 

d. 61%-80% 

e. 81%-100% 

Comparison with literature 

which finds 15-20% of the 

UK population live with a 

neurodiverse condition 

(Doyle, 2020). 

8. Do you feel people with neurodiverse 

characteristics have any level of vulnerability to 

criminal behaviour? 

a. None 

b. A low level of vulnerability 

c. A moderate level of vulnerability 

d. A high level of vulnerability 

Comparison with literature 

which finds children 

diagnosed with ADHD have 

a higher likelihood to offend 

(Colins et al. 2010). 

Additionally, children with 

ADHD are found to have a 

lower first arrest age, and an 

increased likelihood to re-

offend (Rutten et al. 2022). 
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9. Can you please provide any context regarding 

your previous response? 

Comparison with literature 

which finds children 

diagnosed with ADHD have 

a higher likelihood to offend 

(Colins et al. 2010). 

Additionally, children with 

ADHD are found to have a 

lower first arrest age, and an 

increased likelihood to re-

offend (Rutten et al. 2022). 

10. Do you feel any of the below factors may form 

an attraction between neurodiverse characteristics 

and criminal activity? Please select all which apply. 

a. Social interaction 

b. Visual stimulation 

c. Theoretical stimulation (politics, world 

events etc) 

d. Curiosity and fascination 

e. Mental health 

f. Other 

g. None 

Comparison with literature in 

the form of push and pull 

factors (Al-Attar, 2020). 

11. Can you please provide any context regarding 

your previous response? 

Comparison with literature in 

the form of push and pull 

factors (Al-Attar, 2020). 

12. Within your job role, do you have any level of 

experience investigating a person (for any offence) 

who displayed indications of a right-wing mindset? 

a. None 

b. A low level 

c. A moderate level 

d. A high level 

To support the 

understanding of views from 

different perspectives 
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13. How prevalent/common do you think 

neurodiverse characteristics are within those who 

develop a right-wing mindset? 

a. Not present at all 

b. Very rare 

c. Rare 

d. Moderately present 

e. Common 

f. Very common 

Comparison with literature 

which finds 15-20% of the 

UK population live with a 

neurodiverse condition 

(Doyle, 2020).  

14. Do you feel people with neurodiverse 

characteristics have any level of vulnerability 

towards developing a right-wing mindset? 

a. None 

b. A low level of vulnerability 

c. A moderate level of vulnerability 

d. A high level of vulnerability 

Comparison with literature 

which promotes that despite 

common factors, 

vulnerability to radicalisation 

is not proven (Altier et al. 

2017). 

15. Can you please provide any context regarding 

your previous response? 

Comparison with literature 

which promotes that 

although characteristic 

similarities may exist, 

vulnerability to radicalisation 

is not proven (Altier et al. 

2017). 

16. Can you suggest any improvements which you 

feel may safeguard those with neurodiverse 

characteristics from criminal involvement? 

To explore implications 

which may currently exist, in 

support of objective three for 

the dissertation. 
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Appendix D: Interview Design 

Interview Question Relation to Literature Review 

What policing unit and rank do you currently work 

within? 

To support the understanding 

of views from different 

perspectives 

What are your views towards the level of training 

you have received regarding neurodiversity? 

Comparison with literature 

which finds neurodiversity to 

be a growing area of 

research (Bell, 2023). 

Within your job role and experience, what 

percentage of subjects/suspects do you believe 

demonstrate neurodiverse characteristics, and do 

you feel this creates any level of vulnerability to 

criminal behaviour? 

Comparison with literature 

which finds 15-20% of the UK 

population live with a 

neurodiverse condition 

(Doyle, 2020). 

Comparison with literature 

which finds children 

diagnosed with ADHD have a 

higher likelihood to offend 

(Colins et al. 2010). 

Additionally, children with 

ADHD are found to have a 

lower first arrest age, and an 

increased likelihood to re-

offend (Rutten et al. 2022). 

Do you feel any particular factors may form an 

attraction between neurodiverse characteristics 

and criminal activity? (For example social 

interaction, visual stimulation, theoretical 

stimulation, curiosity and fascination, mental 

health etc). 

 

Comparison with literature in 

the form of push and pull 

factors (Al-Attar, 2020). 
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How prevalent/common do you think 

neurodiverse characteristics are within those who 

develop a right-wing mindset? 

Comparison with literature 

which finds 15-20% of the UK 

population live with a 

neurodiverse condition 

(Doyle, 2020).  

Can you suggest any improvements which you 

feel may safeguard those with neurodiverse 

characteristics from right-wing extremism? 

To explore implications which 

may currently exist, in 

support of objective three for 

the dissertation. 

 

  



71 
 

Appendix E: Survey Results 
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9. Can you please provide any context regarding your previous response? 
 

ID Responses 

1 
I believe neurodiverse persons are vulnerable to be influenced and exploited by 

others. 

2 
Neurodiversity can increase feelings of loneliness, feeling excluded, marginalised 

and disenfranchised 

3 

I think social exclusion, and a struggle to form relationships can lead to 

neurodiverse people being influenced by others, and drawn into criminal activity 

on the influence of others 

4 

It is becoming more visible that persons with neurodiverse characteristics are re-

offending, and it seems punitive measures are not a deterrant against future 

offending 

5 Neurodiverse traits are becoming more visible and common within offenders 

6 

The news, and constant negative messaging can have an additional impact on 

those who are neurodiverse. Here, it is plausible that continual news, and 

messages of war, conflict, and crime, can lead to an increasing unhappiness in the 

world for neurodiverse people should they become fixated on these messages. 

7 
Lack of support and opportunity can lead to underachievement, and a sense of 

unfairness, which can add a level of vulnerability to turning towards crime 

8 
Neurodiverse children for example are proven to be more at risk of offending, and 

at a younger age. This is becoming a more visible factor within my line of work. 

9 

I believe that people who have neurodiverse characteristics indicate certain 

vulnerabilities which can be exploited by perpetrators more easily than those who 

do not 
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11. Can you please provide any context regarding your previous response? 
 

ID Name Responses 

1 anonymous 

Neurodiverse people can hyper focus on areas, and learn about them to a great 

extend. This can be triggered by curiosity, history, visual interest, and a desire to 

fit in socially 

2 anonymous 

I feel negative messaging and continual conflicts in society have been more 

visible and sustained since covid. There appears to be less balance, and good 

views to outweigh the bad. 

3 anonymous A feeling of injustice, and dissatisfaction with life can impact mental health 

4 anonymous 
Neurodiverse persons can often be infatuated with content and visual stimulation, 

eras, etc.. 
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15. Can you please provide any context regarding your previous response? 
 

ID Name Responses 

1 anonymous 

Neurodiversity can make a person vulnerable. Vulnerability increases exposure 

and likelihood of radicalisation - thereby being fertile targets for extreme right-

wing political ideology, rhetoric and propaganda, resulting in the possibility of 

involvement in terrorism-related activities. 

2 anonymous 

I do not think a neurodiverse person is more vulnerable to right-wing related 

crime or thoughts than any other forms of crime. I think however that should a 

neuordiverse person come across right-wing extremist content, they are 

vulnerable to falling deeper into the content. 

3 anonymous 
In my experience, a neurodiverse person can become infatuated with topics which 

interest them. I can see how this could form an attraction to far-right messages 

4 anonymous 

I think struggles to socialise and find a supportive group may lead to neurodiverse 

people to find their meaning online more, and leave them increasingly exposed to 

negative messages, which I feel could lead to hatred. 

5 anonymous 
Again, since covid, online dependance has increased, which is a large and 

common source of negativity 

6 anonymous 
The feeling of isolation and being neglected by society could lead someone to 

rebel against normal ways of life. 

7 anonymous 

When socialising and networking, a neurodiverse person may be less aware of the 

intentention of others. Neurodivers persons can also be attracted towards, and 

fixated on topics of crime, war, history, and violence, which can lead them into 

criminal groups. 

8 anonymous 

Neurodiversity can make a person vulnerable. Vulnerability increases exposure 

and likelihood of radicalisation. Neurodiversity can increase feelings of 

loneliness, feeling excluded, marginalised and disenfranchised - thereby being 

fertile targets for extreme right-wing political ideology, rhetoric and propaganda, 

resulting in the possibility of involvement in terrorism-related activities. 
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16. Can you suggest any improvements which you feel may safeguard those with 

neurodiverse characteristics from criminal involvement?  
 

ID Name Responses 

1 anonymous 
Better education regarding online safety as I feel a lot of the messages may be 

available via the internet 

2 anonymous Improvements in mental health support services 

3 anonymous 

A Stalin-esque re-education programme to indoctrinate vulnerable people into 

left-wing democratic liberal ideology. Alternatively, the media (including 

television, films and written material) are undergoing a social justice campaign 

which focuses on advancing the interests and rights of groups who are not white, 

male or Christian/non-religious. This, it could be argued, results in the 

marginalisation of young white men. Political ideology such as white privilege 

and critical race theory, increases the sense of isolation and exclusion, especially 

when said privilege is not apparent in a person's life. A neurodiverse individual 

may seek out a sense of belonging as a result, and find it amongst extreme right-

wing groups. This is a noticeable change of social and media narrative and can be 

directly correlated with extreme right-wing acts, many of the persons involved 

being young white men. A change in this narrative to one of universal inclusion 

may have a noticeable impact on the radicalisation of marginalised groups, 

particularly those with neurodiversity-related vulnerabilities. 

4 anonymous 

I think schooling and education has a large part to play. As previously stated 

punishment may not be the most effective approach and therefore I believe in 

early intervention and education. 

5 anonymous 
I think a joint approach is needed where education for both children and their 

parents is needed. 

6 anonymous 
More education for parents in both online security, and how to support balanced 

views through childhood. 

7 anonymous 
Early education, early recognition of neurodiverse conditions, and better support 

to follow 

8 anonymous 

The only way I see neurodiverse offenders dealt with at present is via the criminal 

justice system, which arguably is not the best level of support. I am not aware of 

many neurodiverse specific support networks and it feels there is a big opporunity 

within supporting agencies. 

9 anonymous 
Further support and safeguarding online content with persons who suffer with 

neurodiverse tendencies. 

10 anonymous Early intervention from mental health service and prevention services 
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Appendix F: Interview Responses 

Q1 - What policing unit and rank do you currently work within? 
 
P1 – Constable, Response 
 
P2 – Sergeant, Response 
 
P3 – Sergeant, Response 
 
P4 – Sergeant, Criminal Investigation 
 
P5 – Constable, Criminal Investigation 
 
P6 – Sergeant, Criminal Investigation 
 

Q2 - What are your views towards the level of training you have received regarding 
neurodiversity? 
 
P1 – I do not remember receiving any training that has been about neurodiversity. 
The only training I have had similar was about mental health, but I know the two 
are very different. 
 
P2 – Throughout my experience, neurodiversity has only been talked about in 
recent years. This has been more professional discussions amongst colleagues, or 
how to support neurodivergent employees though, and not so much about 
members of the public. 
 
P3 – I think this is an area which needs a lot more focus for frontline policing. The 
amount of people we deal with who display neurodiverse traits I would say is high 
and we have little training on how to best support them. 
 
P4 – I think it has been poor compared with the amount of neurodivergeant people 
we interact with. 
 
P5 – I do not think I have had any training that has been specifically about 
neurodiversity. Within custody there are some processes such as appropriate 
adults to help with the interview for example, but I think more specialised training 
would be really helpful. 
 
P6 – I think extra training is needed both within frontline policing and more 
specialist departments. 
 

Q3 - Within your job role and experience, what percentage of subjects/suspects do 
you believe demonstrate neurodiverse characteristics, and do you feel this creates 
any level of vulnerability to criminal behaviour? 
 
P1 – I don’t know what percentage of the population in general are diagnosed with 
a neurodiverse condition but it seems like my interaction with offenders who show 
signs of being neurodiverse is on a very regular, possibly daily, basis. 
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P2 – I can see patterns within our response workload with a noticeable amount of 
suspects who are neurodivergent. It is also very noticeable how a lot of repeat 
offenders show signs of neurodiverse conditions, such as autism and ADHD. 
 
P3 – I would say there is a high level of vulnerability to criminal activity. I would say 
about half of the suspects I have dealt with recently demonstrate some kind of 
neurodiverse behaviour. 
 
P4 – To place a percentage would be difficult for me to guess, I imagine custody 
records would be the most accurate way of finding that out. I would however say 
that vulnerability to being involved in crime is clear. 
 
P5 – About one in three people would be my estimation. From my point of view, I 
would also say that a lot of the repeat offenders show signs they are 
neurodivergent, and it seems like they struggle to receive the support they need to 
break their cycle. 
 
P6 – I think there is a high level of vulnerability. Historically we have seen other 
vulnerabilities within society exploited to commit crime, and I think we will or have 
seen the same for some people who are neurodivergent.  
 

Q4 - Do you feel any particular factors may form an attraction between 
neurodiverse characteristics and criminal activity? (For example social interaction, 
visual stimulation, theoretical stimulation, curiosity and fascination, mental health 
etc). 
 
P1 – All of the above to be honest. I am not an expert with neurodiversity but I can 
see how all can be a factor. 
 
P2 – I feel like a difficulty fitting in and forming relationships is the root for some 
people. If that happens it seems like neurodiverse people start falling in with the 
wrong crowd and they struggle to break away from it. 
 
P3 – I think all of those factors link in with each other, combined with social media 
and the internet in general. The online world I think has a large part to play 
particularly with the curiosity element. It is easy to envisage that someone can 
become obsessed with online content, which can easily link into criminal type 
content, and how the nature of search engines can just keep someone spiralling 
further and further. The same could be said for the continual promotion of negative 
news and media. 
 
P4 – A difficulty with social interaction I think is a large factor. We see many 
instances where someone has a very limited support group, sometimes no one at 
all. 
 
P5 – All of those areas are relevant. I think each of those factors have the ability to 
link with each other and ultimately guide someone down the crime route. 
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P6 – The social and mental health side is a big factor for me. I have seen 
instances where neurodivergent people have been quite isolated from friendship 
groups and exploited by crime groups. I would say this is increasingly visible and it 
seems crime groups are praying on neurodiverse people more and more. 
 

Q5 - How prevalent/common do you think neurodiverse characteristics are within 
those who develop a right-wing mindset? 
 
P1 – I don’t really have a lot of experience dealing with someone who blatantly 
displayed a right-wing mindset. From my knowledge of the area though I can see 
how some right-wing messages may attract people who are neurodiverse. 
 
P2 – The right-wing topic is a very interesting one. On response we don’t tend to 
see this too much however with my knowledge of the area, from news and 
reading, I image it would be quite common for people with neurodiverse conditions 
to be interested with researching the topics, such as history and war. 
 
P3 – I can see how right-wing messages could attract people who are 
neurodiverse. As I mentioned earlier regarding the internet, I can easily see how 
right-wing messages and content could be interesting for someone who is 
neurodiverse, and I think the development of right-wing support could be common. 
 
P4 – This is a difficult one to answer without knowing the exact statistics. I can 
understand why right-wing messages could be appealing to neurodiverse people, 
but I think other criminal content could be also. 
 
P5 – I think this would be common. I have not had any direct experience 
investigating right-wing based crimes, but what I do know of the area is it is very 
direct and rule driven. I think topics of war and history could also be an attraction. 
 
P6 – With the right-wing, I think it could be appealing to someone with 
neurodiverse conditions yes, but I also think this is the same for other wrong paths 
that someone could fall down.  
 

Q6 - Can you suggest any improvements which you feel may safeguard those with 
neurodiverse characteristics from right-wing extremism? 
 
P1 – A lot more training for police officers who deal with neurodiverse conditions. 
On response for example we regularly have interactions with those who are 
neurodiverse, and we might be able to support them better to stop any escalation.  
 
P2 – I certainly don’t think policing on its own is the answer. I mentioned earlier 
about repeat offenders and it is clear that the criminal justice system is not the best 
means. There needs to be a better multi-agency support approach to stop 
offending early on. 
 
P3 – The online world I think needs a lot more attention. People are able to delve 
deeper and deeper into which ever topics they wish, which search engines 
continue to feed. This is less of a problem when healthy material is the content, but 
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it is easy to see how some people may become trapped in an unhealthy spiral, 
especially with right-wing topics like war, militaries, violence and hatred. 
 
P4 – Where I have been aware of neurodiverse offenders the most so far is within 
the youth, specifically the teenage age range. I think education and family support 
is where investment should be given to support and steer them away from a 
criminal adulthood. 
 
P5 – I think a lot more training is required, so we can support and deal with people 
who are neurodiverse more fairly, and to their needs. 
 
P6 – The wider support structure outside of policing needs addressing. By this I 
mean everything from schooling, social services, family support, and healthcare 
needs a joined up approach to support people who are neurodiverse better. 
 

 

 


